
moving various amendments
were Mickelson, Democrat
Julie Bartling of Gregory, Re-
publican Kris Langer of Dell
Rapids and Republican Don
Haggar of Sioux Falls.

Seconding many of their
motions were House Republi-
can leader Brian Gosch of
Rapid City and House Repub-
lican assistant leader Steve
Westra of Sioux Falls. Alto-
gether 12 amendments were
attempted and nine suc-
ceeded.

Today (Tuesday) is the
final day for the House to con-
sider the highway and bridge
funding legislation for the
first time. The House commit-
tee previously killed what re-
mained of the governor’s
version, HB 1131.

Sen. Mike Vehle, R-Mitchell,
said Monday he expects that
whatever the House sends
back to the Senate will require
a conference committee to ne-
gotiate on the differences.

Vehle led the highway
needs and financing study
committee last year that pro-
duced the original SB 1 that
disappeared many miles ago.

“I am hopeful,” Vehle said.
He testified before the

House committee Monday,
presenting representatives
with excerpts showing high-
way and bridge needs.

Four thick reports remain
atop his Senate desk for any
legislator to view. He took
those reports to the House
committee and left them at the
witness table when he was fin-
ished.

The debate shifted sub-
stantially again Monday over
the fuel taxes.

Originally Gov. Dennis Dau-
gaard proposed a never-end-
ing series of annual 2-cent per
gallon increases. The House
Transportation Committee ini-
tially changed Daugaard’s pro-
posal to 15 years of 2-cent
increases.

Meanwhile the Senate ap-
proved eight years of 2-cent in-
creases. Now the House
committee proposes three
years of 2-cent increases.

“I think there are a number
of discrepancies. That’s not
the only one,” Sen. Corey
Brown, R-Gettysburg, said.

The House version of SB 1
— whatever it might be after
today — would return to the
Senate for a concurrence vote
on Wednesday.

Presuming the Senate does-
n’t agree with the House
amendments, the conference
committee of three Senate
members and three House
members would be appointed
and begin work.

After today (Tuesday),
there are three working days
left in the main run of the 2015
session the concludes Friday,
March 13, followed by a two-
week break, with the final day
March 30.

“It’s early in the process,”
Senate Republican leader Tim
Rave of Baltic said Monday af-
ternoon.

State Economist Jim Ter-
williger noted the softer esti-
mates mean the state will
have to revise down spend-
ing increases. That will give
the Legislature less money
to devote to the roughly $1.4
billion general budget.

Terwilliger said the state
is “a little bit below average
in terms of our revenue
growth, what we would like
to see.”

Republican Sen. Deb Pe-
ters, Joint Appropriations
Committee vice chairwoman,
said the committee is look-
ing at curbing some of the
spending increases that Dau-
gaard proposed in the up-
coming budget. But Peters
said she wants to keep Dau-
gaard’s proposed roughly 2
percent increases going to
education, health programs
and Medicaid provider pay-
ments and spending on state
employees.

“We’re going to try to not
touch that,” she said. “I’m
hoping. Keep your fingers
crossed.”

House and Senate Major-
ity Leaders Brian Gosch and

Tim Rave agreed that funding
those increases is a priority.
But Rave said lawmakers
need to keep their options
open.

Terwilliger said the fore-
cast is down primarily be-
cause sales tax collections
took a hit from lower spend-
ing in the farm sector. The ad-
ministration’s Bureau of
Finance and Management an-
ticipated the state will collect
$869.2 million in sales taxes
next budget year, which make
up more than 60 percent of
state revenues. That’s down
roughly $10.4 million com-
pared to December estimates. 

“It surprises me that the
numbers were coming in
lower like that,” Gosch said.
“It’s disappointing because
you want to do more.” 

The committee is ex-
pected to formally decide
Wednesday how much can be
spent in next year’s budget.
The Legislature plans to pass
that budget by Friday, which
is the end of the legislative
session’s main run.

Republican Sen. Larry
Tidemann, a member of the

committee, said he didn’t
want to take risks by adopt-
ing a rosier view of the
state’s potential budget sce-
nario than what the econo-

mists predicted. 
“I’m not pessimistic,”

Tidemann said. “I’m just not
super optimistic.”

BY RAY MAGLIOZZI
King Features Syndicate, Inc.

Dear Car Talk:
My husband always talks about how

taking a long vacation by car puts too
much wear and tear on a car. He thinks
renting a car (at least $25 per day in our
area) makes better financial sense. I think
that is crazy. What are cars for if not to
drive and enjoy? The type of trip I am
talking about is from Dallas all the way up
the coast of California and back, over
about three weeks. Who is right here? —
Jan

I know this is hard to believe, but your
husband may be right, Jan. 

Take a look at the math. The first thing
you need to do is figure out the “cost” of
taking your own car. The best estimate
comes from our pals at the Internal Rev-
enue Service, who have determined that
the use of a personal car for a business
purpose is worth 57.5 cents per mile.
That factors in things like gas, oil, tires,
wear and tear, the money it costs you to
“own” the car for that mile, insurance and
depreciation. 

So if we map out a trip from Dallas to
San Francisco, that’s about 1,700 miles
each way, or 3,400 miles round trip. At the
IRS rate, the cost to use your own car for
that trip would be $1,955. 

Let’s compare the rental option. As-
suming you can rent a car with unlimited
mileage for $25 a day, your three-week
rental will cost you $525. Of course, the
advertised price of a rental car doesn’t in-

clude a bunch of fees
they always charge,
so let’s say it’s $35 a
day. Then your cost
for 21 days is $735.
Maybe you can do
better, but let’s use
that number.

Now, that’s not
your only cost in
renting the car. While
you don’t have to pay
for maintenance, re-
pairs or insurance (if
you have comprehen-
sive insurance on

your personal vehicle, it almost always
covers a rental car), you do have to pay
for your own gas.

So if we assume that you get a com-
bined 20 miles per gallon in your rental
car, you’ll need 170 gallons of gas for that
trip, and at 3 bucks a gallon, that’s an-
other $510. 

So you can see that, based on our sim-
ple calculation, the total cost of your
rental car is $1,245, and the cost of driv-
ing your own car is $1,955. 

Now, I say “simple” because, while
you’re out running Hertz’s newest Mus-
tang into the ground, you’ll still be paying
your car loan while your car rests com-
fortably in your garage. So you may want
to add three weeks of your monthly pay-
ment -- since you’ll have to pay it, even if
your car is at home. But I think the rental
still will come out ahead. 

And here’s the real advantage of a

rental car: It’ll be a newer car, so it’ll be
unlikely to break down. But if for some
reason it does sputter off the road on a
highway near Fresno, you just call the
rental car company, and they’ll give you
another car. No triptus interruptus. No
trying to figure out if Rocko from Road-
side Rocko’s Repair Refuge is right that
you really do need a new $4,000 transmis-
sion while you’re wasting your vacation at
the Bates Motel next door. 

Even more important, when you’re on
a road trip for three weeks, you’re often
eating and drinking in the car. And if
you’re going to spill something with
steamed milk onto an absorbent car seat,
you’ll want it to be someone else’s. It’ll be
a great feeling to be pulling into that
“rental car return” lane before it really
starts to stink. Good luck, Jan. Have a
great trip. 

———
Which is cheaper, buying or leasing?

Should you keep a car forever, or dump it
after three years, before trouble starts?
Find out in Click and Clack's pamphlet
"Should I Buy, Lease, or Steal My Next
Car?" Send $4.75 (check or money order)
to Next Car, P.O. Box 536475, Orlando, FL
32853-6475.

———
Got a question about cars? Write to

Car Talk in care of this newspaper, or
email by visiting the Car Talk website at
www.cartalk.com.
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Renting A Car For A Trip
Makes Better Financial SenseBY TED KOOSER

U.S. Poet Laureate 

With this column American Life in Poetry celebrates its
tenth anniversary. Thanks to all of you for supporting us,
week in and week out!  When I was a boy, I was advised that if
a wasp landed on me I wasn’t to move until it flew away. I did
as I was told and got stung. Here Karen J. Weyant, who lives in
Pennsylvania, takes a similar risk.   

YELLOWJACKETS    
When my father held his Bic lighter
to the nests in back of the garage,
the gray paper pulp sparked
then blackened. Ashes fell,
coating crawling ivy and clover.
A few yellowjackets fled,
one or two swirled, flying
into the sweaty face of my father,
but most too stunned,
their usual side-to-side swag
of a dance, flailing in the smoke.
When one landed on my arm, I stiffened.
His wings settled into a still gauze,
body coiled in yellow bands,
the same shade as buttercups we held
to our skin, cupping sunlight near our chins.
Every step, careful, quivering, as if neither
of us knew who was supposed to sting.

———
American Life in Poetry is made possible by The Poetry

Foundation (www.poetryfoundation.org), publisher of Poetry
magazine. It is also supported by the Department of English at
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Poem copyright ©2013 by
Karen J. Weyant and reprinted from Poetry East, Nos. 80 & 81,
Fall 2013. Karen J. Weyant’s most recent book of poems is Wear-
ing Heels in the Rust Belt, (Main Street Rag, 2012). Poem
reprinted by permission of Karen J. Weyant and the publisher.
Introduction copyright © 2015 by The Poetry Foundation.  The
introduction's author, Ted Kooser, served as United States Poet
Laureate Consultant in Poetry to the Library of Congress from
2004-2006.  We do not accept unsolicited manuscripts. 

An Encounter
With A Yellowjacket

RORY TUCKER
PARKVILLE, Mo. — The

Office of Student Life at Park
University has announced
those students who have
been appointed to serve as
resident assistants and first-
year experience mentors dur-
ing the 2015-16 academic
year.

Resident assistants serve
as the primary contact and
resource for an assigned resi-
dential community.

In addition, they facilitate
campus involvement and
serve as role models academ-
ically and socially to the en-
tire student body. 

First-year experience men-
tors make up the primary
staff for the First-Year Experi-
ence Program. The mentors
are assigned to first-year
course sections, where they
implement lateral learning
opportunities. Their duty is
to connect in-classroom les-
sons with outside-the-class-
room experiences on the
University's Parkville
Campus. 

Additionally, the mentors
serve as role models, demon-
strating appropriate aca-
demic and personal behavior,
and promote retention by ad-
vising new students through
first-year development is-
sues.

The 2015-16 resident as-
sistant staff includes:

• Rory Tucker, sophomore
psychology major, Vermillion
.
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Thank You
  The family of Anna Kuehn would like to thank and 

express our deepest appreciation to our family and 

friends for all the support and comfort that we re-

ceived at the time of her death. 

  Thank you to Fr. Jim Keiter and Deacon Clarence Jan-

sen for all you did at the visitation and funeral. Thanks 

to Peggy Mummel for providing the beautiful music 

and to all the ladies who organized and served the 

luncheon. All of you made things so much easier. 

   Thanks to Opsahl-Kostel Funeral Home for your sup-

port and guidance. What you do is a blessing to those 

you work with. Thanks to Avera Sister James Care 

Center for taking such good care of her while she was 

there. 

    All of your prayers, visits and hugs, food, memorials, 

flowers and cards were deeply appreciated during this 

difficult time.

Jerry and Donna Kuehn and family
Norma and Dean Sime and family

Cheryl and Art Bottolfson and family

 2015

 Yankton Archery Complex
 800 Archery Lane • East Hwy 50

 Admission: $3.00/person
 Children 12 & Under Free

 $1.00 OFF Admission with a non-perishable food item. 
 Donations will be given to the Food Pantry.

 Weather Guard Urethane
 Kalin’s Indoor Comfort
 Hardscapes Outlet/Concrete Materials
 Larry’s Heating & Cooling
 Mead Lumber (Yankton & Vermillion)
 Kisch Construction
 Morton Buildings
 Tri-State  Irrigation
 Kaiser Heating & Cooling
 Culligan Water Conditioning
 Tabor Lumber
 Enercept

 Vendor List

 Lewis & Clark 
 Home Builders 
 Association

 Home
 Show

 10th Annual

 March 14th & 15th, 2015
 Saturday 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. • Sunday Noon – 4:00 p.m.

 Show Sponsor: 
 Pinkelman Sales
 Kopetsky’s Ace Hardware
 Hartington Tree, LLC
 Radon Mitigation
 Best Basement Technologies
 Concrete Revival 
 Roy Wilcox-State Farm, Ins.
 Vast Broadband
 Bath PLanet
 Ultimate Edge &  Landscaping
 Window World
 Any many more!
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