Thursday, 3.26.15
ON THE WEB: www.yankton.net
VIEWS PAGE: kelly.hertz@yankton.net

ViEWs

PAGE 4

The Press

THe Dakotas’ OLDEST NEWsPAPER | FOUNDED 1861
Yankton Media, Inc., 319 Walnut St., Yankton, SD 57078

PRESS & DAKOTAN

W THe GLVBUS PEFAEH
15 e eonETEoRS Conn

CONTACT US
PHONE:

(605) 665-7811
(800) 743-2968
NEWS FAX:
(605) 665-1721
ADVERTISING FAX:
(605) 665-0288
WEBSITE:

www.yankton.net

OPINION

Cruz Can Obstruct,
But Can He Lead?

THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS (March 24): Even before his first
day in the Senate, it was evident that Ted Cruz had his eyes on a
bigger stage. Yesterday, that stage came into full view when Texas’
junior senator announced he would seek the GOP nomination for
president in 2016.

Most of the country knows Cruz as the freshman senator who
waged a 21-hour quasifilibuster in 2013 to blast the Affordable Care
Act, including a recitation of the Dr.
Seuss classic Green Eggs and Ham.
That stunt led to an ill-advised gov-
ernment shutdown and drew the
ire of fellow Republicans who said
Cruz relished dishing out criticism
without offering viable solutions.

While not a surprise, Cruz’s
candidacy looks to be pivotal for
the GOP. He represents the tea
party wing of a Republican Party
that needs to attract more moder-
ates and uncommitted voters to
win national elections. By his own
admission and actions, Cruz has
no time for either — not a positive
sign from someone who wishes to
occupy the Oval Office. His bom-
bastic style is wearing thin.

During this campaign, Cruz must do more than pander to the
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Writer’s Block

Has America Lost
Its ‘Brotherhood’?

BY WILLIAM KERR
For the Press & Dakotan

During this cam-
paign, Cruz must
do more than pan-
der to the farthest-
right reaches of
the Republican
Party on hot-but-
ton issues such
as immigration,
health care and
federal spending.

reductions to the rich. So far there is no legis-
lated plan to correct these thefts (about $2.6
trillion just from the trust fund).

And now we are hearing that a program
passed by Congress and promoted by Presi-
dent Obama — nicknamed “Obamacare” by
those hoping to tarnish our president’s char-
acter; the first significant program to address

There is a strange phenomenon which goes
on in my brain from time to time in most days.
A song will come to mind and play out in my
mind. It can happen when I am just passing
into sleep, or any time I am not concentrat-
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came the first U.S. team to win the Stanley
Cup as they defeated the Montreal Cana-
diens.

In 1934, Britain enacted a Road Traffic
Act reimposing a 30 mile-per-hour speed
limit in “built-up areas” and requiring driv-
ing tests for new motorists.

In 1958, the U.S. Army launched
America’s third successful satellite, Ex-
plorer 3.

In 1964, the musical play “Funny Girl,”
starring Barbra Streisand as Fanny Brice,
opened on Broadway.

In 1979, a peace treaty was signed by
Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin
and Egyptian President Anwar Sadat and
witnessed by President Jimmy Carter at
the White House.

In 1982, groundbreaking ceremonies
took place in Washington D.C., for the Vi-
etnam Veterans Memorial.

In 1990, “Driving Miss Daisy” won the
Academy Award for best picture; its star,
Jessica Tandy, was named best actress.
Daniel Day-Lewis won best actor for “My
Left Foot” while Oliver Stone was honored
as best director for “Born on the Fourth of
July” Designer Halston died in San Fran-
cisco at age 57.

In 1997, the bodies of 39 members of
the Heaven's Gate techno-religious cult
who'd committed suicide were found in-
side a rented mansion in Rancho Santa
Fe, California.

Ten years ago: German Cardinal
Joseph Ratzinger stood in for Pope John
Paul Il during the Easter Vigil Mass at the
Vatican. (Ratzinger later succeeded John
Paul, becoming Pope Benedict XVI.) For-
mer British Prime Minister James Calla-
ghan died one day before his 93rd birth-
day in East Sussex, England.

ball players at Northwestern University
could create the nation’s first union of col-
lege athletes. (Northwestern has urged
the National Labor Relations Board to
overturn the regional ruling.)

Today’s Birthdays: Comedian Bob
Elliott is 92. Conductor-composer Pierre
Boulez is 90. Retired Supreme Court
Justice Sandra Day O’Connor is 85. Ac-
tor Alan Arkin is 81. Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas is 80. House Democrat-
ic Leader Nancy Pelosi is 75. Actor James
Caan is 75. Author Erica Jong is 73. Jour-
nalist Bob Woodward is 72. Singer Diana
Ross is 71. Actor Johnny Crawford is 69.
Rock singer Steven Tyler (Aerosmith) is
67. Singer and TV personality Vicki Law-
rence is 66. Actor Ernest Thomas is 66.
Comedian Martin Short is 65. Country
singer Ronnie McDowell is 65. Movie
composer Alan Silvestri is 65. Rock mu-
sician Monte Yoho is 63. Radio talk show
host Curtis Sliwa is 61. Country singer
Dean Dillon is 60. Country singer Charly
McClain is 59. TV personality Leeza Gib-
bons is 58. Actress Ellia English is 56.
Actress Jennifer Grey is 55. College and
Pro Football Hall of Famer Marcus Allen is
55. Actor Billy Warlock is 54. Actor Eric Al-
lan Kramer is 53. Basketball Hall of Famer
John Stockton is 53. Actor Michael Impe-
rioli is 49. Rock musician James lha is 47.
Country singer Kenny Chesney is 47. Ac-
tress Leslie Mann is 43. Actor T.R. Knight
is 42. Rapper Juvenile is 40. Actress Amy
Smart is 39. Actress Bianca Kajlich is 38.
Actress Keira Knightley is 30. Rapper J-
Kwon is 29. Actress Carly Chaikin is 25.

Thought for Today: “Make voyages.
Attempt them. There’s nothing else” —
Tennessee Williams, American playwright
(1911-1983).

FROM THE BIBLE

[John] looked at Jesus as He walked by and said, “Behold, the
Lamb of God!” John 1:36. Portals of Prayer, Concordia Publishing

House, St. Louis.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Birthday Success

Susan Shrader, Tabor
Legion Commander

Chartered in 1919, the Tabor
American Legion Post No. 183
celebrated another birthday. It
was a great success with food
prepared by the Tabor Auxiliary.
They know how to create a meal
with Pork loin, dumplings, ring
bologna, Jello salad — and who
doesn’t love chocolate cake with
ice cream for dessert?

Leonard Cimpl and Ivan Vitek
celebrated 70 years, while Edward
Sykora and Alfred Souhrada cel-
ebrated 60 years with the Tabor
Post.

Czech Days Parade is just
around the corner so send in
your parade entries to the Tabor
Legion. Find us on line at www.
taborczechdays.com. Go to
FORMS > 2015 Big Parade Entry
Form. All instructions included on
the form.

NAACP’s Fomenters Of Fear

BY MICHELLE MALKIN
Creators.com

They just can’t help themselves — and their
agenda-driven media enablers never, ever learn.

This week, the NAACP made national front-
page headlines with a local press
release demanding that the feds inves-
tigate the hanging death of a local man
in Port Gibson, Miss. Derrick Johnson,
president of the NAACP Mississippi
State Conference, immediately invoked
the specter of a “hate crime.” In re-
sponse, the Obama Justice Department
flooded the zone with a whopping 30
federal agents.

News outlets grabbed the bait.

USA Today asked ominously: “Was it
alynching?” The discovery of ex-con
Otis Byrd’s body swinging from a tree
by a bed sheet “brought back unpleas-
ant memories of America’s violent, ra-
cially charged past,” the paper’s video
reporter asserted. Voice of America similarly
intoned: “Mississippi hanging death raises lynch-
ing specter.” The Los Angeles Times leaped into
the fray with: “Why this story haunts the nation.”

Whoa there, teeth-gnashing Nellies. Didn’t we
just recently witness the implosion of an NAACP-
incited non-hate crime with the same exact nar-
rative? Why, yes. Yes, we did.

As I reported in January, the group was here
in my adopted hometown of Colorado Springs
hyping a so-called “bombing” at the city’s chap-
ter office. Local, state and federal NAACP lead-
ers, amplified by political and media sympathiz-
ers, claimed the alleged hate crime “remind(ed)
me of another period” (Georgia Democratic Rep.
John Lewis); “undermines years of progress”
(Texas Democratic Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee);
“harkens to bad old days” (MSNBC); and “evokes
memories of civil rights strife” (Time magazine).

But the allegedly racist perpetrator of the
“NAACP bombing” turned out to be a disgruntled
client of a now-deceased tax accountant who
once worked in the same office complex. The
financially troubled suspect had unsuccessfully
tried to contact the tax preparer for years to
obtain past tax returns. But unbeknownst to
the “bomber,” who set off a pathetic improvised
explosive device on the opposite side of the
NAACP office, the accountant had been sent
to prison for bilking other clients — and had
passed away several years ago.

Michelle

MALKIN

Confirming what only a few of us in the media
dared to theorize out loud, race had absolutely
nothing to do with the wildly inflated and cyni-
cally exploited incident in Colorado Springs. Zip,
zero, nada.

None of this appears to have chastened the
journalists who reflexively empower
the NAACP agitators who reflexively
cry racism. Just weeks after the not-
NAACP bombing, here they are stoking
fears of a probably-not-racist-not-
lynching. Despite law enforcement re-
ports that Byrd’s hands were unbound,
despite warnings from the local sheriff
(who happens to be black) not to jump
to conclusions, and despite the very
real possibility that Byrd committed
suicide, the papers and airwaves dis-
seminated Blame Whitey and Blame
Righty talking points without thinking
twice.

The incident indeed “brought
back memories” for me — memories
of the embarrassing 1996 media malpractice of
former USA Today reporter Gary Fields, who
manufactured a purported epidemic of racist
church-burnings in the South with 61 hysterical
stories. A typical and familiar headline: “Arson
at Black Church Echoes Bigotry of the Past.” The
NAACP jumped onboard and demanded that
then-Attorney General Janet Reno investigate.
President Clinton fanned the flames; panels were
formed; federal spending programs were passed.
But a year later, Fields’ own paper was forced
to admit that “analysis of the 64 fires since 1995
shows only four can be conclusively shown to be
racially motivated.”

Several of the crimes had been committed by
black suspects; a significant number of the black
churches were in fact white churches; and the
Chicken Littles had obscured numerous complex
motives including mental illness, vandalism and
concealment of theft.

Same old, same old. Then, as now, for public-
ity and profit, the race hustlers stoke the very
societal divisiveness they claim to abhor — and
knee-jerk journalists suffering institutional amne-
sia aid and abet them.

Michelle Malkin is the author of “Culture of
Corruption: Obama and his Team of Tax Cheats,
Crooks and Cronies” (Regnery 2010). Her e-mail
address is malkinblog@gmail.com.



