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randy.dockendorf@yankton.net

any pieces have brought him joy, but re-
nowned musician Mark Hayes found com-
posing his “Requiem” had become a very 
personal and emotional experience.

Hayes wrote the piece shortly after his 
parents’ deaths and dedicated the work in 
their honor. He conducted the world premiere 
of his “Requiem” at Lincoln Center in New 
York on May 27, 2013.

In October 2014, Hayes conducted the 
European premiere of his “Requiem” in St. 

Ignatius Basilica in Rome as part of The Festival Pro 
Musica E arte Sacra.

The work will be performed locally at 3 p.m. Sunday 
at the Yankton United Church of Christ (Congrega-
tional) by the adult choir, accompanied by a chamber 
ensemble. The Palm Sunday concert is free and open 
to the public, followed by an ice cream reception at the 
church.

The Adult Choir consists of about 40 voices, includ-
ing a very few additional singers brought from around 
the region to provide support in key areas. The baritone 
soloist is Dr. Wayne Mitchell, retired voice professor and 
current member of First Lutheran Church in Sioux Falls.

Jennifer Powell directs the Yankton UCC choir, while 
she and Ted Powell serve as the church’s directors of 
music.

Hayes recalled his parents’ memory as he took the 
Lincoln Center stage. His parents had moved to Kansas 
City to spend their final months near him, allowing him 
to care for their needs and also spend quality time with 
them.

Hayes shared the experience during a phone inter-
view with the Press & Dakotan.

“Before I went on (stage), I had a moment of remem-
bering my mom and dad. There was an incredible grati-
tude and excitement on stage,” he said. “I did a lot of 
grieving over a long period of time. But when I conduct-
ed ‘Requiem,’ it was like there wasn’t any more sadness. 
I was blessed to have parents like them, and my moment 
(with ‘Requiem’) links them to that (experience).”

Now, Hayes’ work of “Requiem” is performed world-
wide, including a wide variety of community and church 
choirs.

Jennifer Powell recalled briefly meeting Hayes 

for the first time in 2010 at the UCC 
National Musicians Network (UCC-
NMN) national music, worship and arts 
conference.

“We’ve used Mark Hayes arrange-
ments for several years, but five years 
ago we went to the National UCC musi-
cian’s conference in Denver.  He was 
the headline composer/arranger at the 
event and did a wonderful job,” Powell 
said.

“I don’t think he’d remember us, but he spoke very 
warmly of the UCC church so I think he’d remember the 
conference. He had not published the ‘Requiem’ at that 
time, but it must have been fairly soon afterwards. Ted 
actually ran across the piece while he was surfing the 
(Internet) and liked it so well, we immediately started 
looking at doing it.”

Hayes’ work fits well with the Yankton UCC choir, 
Jennifer Powell said.

“Mark Hayes has been a familiar name to commu-
nity and church choirs.  His gift is the ability to write 
singable music for choirs and voice,” she said. “His 
compositions are beautiful and creative — a joy for 
church choirs to sing.”

The Yankton UCC choir leads worship every Sun-
day, September through May, and at special events 
such as the “Requiem,” Jennifer Powell said.

“The choir is a dedicated, talented group of friends 
committed to serving God with music and worship,” 
she said.

Hayes is an award-winning composer, arranger, 
concert pianist and conductor with more than 1,000 
publications in print.

His “Requiem” features mixed voices and orchestra 
that combines the traditional with 21st century expres-
sion. The work is organized in six movements that 
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HAVE A PHOTO? Submit it to River City for publication in this space: Riv-
erCity@yankton.net.
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‘Requiem’ Arrival

Hayes

SATURDAY, MARCH 28
Outdoor Track - Wildcat Classic - Wayne, NE
Softball - Midland Universtiy - Fremont, NE
Baseball - Doane College (DH) - Crete, NE
Little Shop of Horrors - Marian Auditorium*

SUNDAY, MARCH 29
Center for Active Learners Open House - Cyber Café
Baseball - Concordia University (DH)
- Bob Tereshinski Stadium
Little Shop of Horrors - Marian Auditorium*
Palm Sunday Student Mass - Peace Chapel

MONDAY, MARCH 30
Community Hour
Softball - Dakota State U. - Riverside Softball Diamonds
Baseball - Briar Cliff University (DH) - Bob Tereshinski 
Stadium - Stadium Agreement Signing prior to game

TUESDAY, MARCH 31
Business Community Prayer Breakfast - Main Dining 
Room, Roncalli Center
Baseball - Dakota State University (DH) - Bob 
Tereshinski Stadium
Tennis - Northwestern - Yankton High School Courts
Yankton Children’s Choir - Bistro
The Saint John’s Bible Viewing - Marian Aud. Lobby
MMC Theatre presents Stations of the Cross - Marian 
Auditorium - Free and Open to the Public
Rosary - Peace Chapel

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1
MMC Blood Drive - Laddie E. Cimpl Arena Lobby
Community Hour and Mass - Peace Chapel 
Softball - Dordt College - Riverside Softball Diamonds

THURSDAY, APRIL 2
Easter Break - No Classes - Pages Bookstore Open 8am - 5 pm
Baseball - Northwestern College (DH) - Orange City, IA
Outdoor Track - Dordt Invite - Sioux Center, IA

FRIDAY, APRIL 3
Easter Break/Good Friday - Campus Closed
Baseball - Northwestern College (DH) - Bob 
Tereshinski Stadium

SATURDAY, APRIL 4
Baseball - Dordt College (DH) - Bob Tereshinki Stadium

*Reserve tickets at www.mtmc.edu/arts or (605) 668-1234.

1105 W. 8th St.  |  Yankton, SD  |  1-855-MtMarty (686-2789)  |  mtmc.edu

Mount Marty College,
an academic community in the

Catholic, Benedictine, liberal arts tradition,
prepares students for a contemporary world of work,

 service to the human community, and personal growth.

Our Mission

Join us for any and all of our events this spring semester!  Learn more at www.mtmc.edu.

Mount Marty College

f
Follow us on Facebook for details on our events!

facebook.com/MountMartyCollege

This week at

The Saint John’s Bible on display in MMC Library  |  Mon-Thurs: 7:30 am - 10 pm  |  Fri: 7:30 am - 5 pm  |  Sat: 1- 5 pm  |  Sun: 1-10 pm
 Bede Art Gallery  |  March 30 - April 17  |  Monday - Friday  |  8:00 am - 4:30 pm  |   “Naked Pottery” with Chad Dykstra 
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FOR KING & COUNTRY
WEDNESDAY | APRIL 29, 2015 | 7:00 PM
Cimpl Arena  |  MMC  |  Doors open at 6:00 pm
1-800-965-9324  |  iTickets.com
$18 - General Admission (plus fees)  |  www.mtmc.edu/concert
Use promo code LANCER for $1 off your ticket.
Promo Sponsored by Kleinschmit Trucking

11:30 am

Mount Marty College
Business Community Prayer Breakfast

An Interdenominational Prayer Breakfast on the topic of

“Ethics in the Business World”
Presented by: Amy Nelson, Yankton City Manager

breakfast buffet: $7.50 | RSVP to [605]668.1514 or jmarsh@mtmc.edu.

Tuesday Morning
March 31, 2015

7:00 - 8:00 am

When
Main Dining Room
Roncalli Center

MMC Campus

Where

Yankton Community: Please Join us for the 26th Annual

1:00 pm

Yankton UCC Choir To Present 
Palm Sunday Performance    

Of Hayes’ ‘Requiem’

KELLY HERTZ/P&D
Members of the Yankton United Church of Christ (Congregational) choir are shown rehearsing this week for a 
performance of Mark Hayes’ “Requiem.” The concert is set for 3 p.m. this Palm Sunday at the church, located at 
Fifth and Walnut. The concert is free, and there is an ice cream reception afterwards.
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