
BY JOSH LEDERMAN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — In a
highly anticipated announce-
ment, the United States will
offer a roughly 28 percent
emissions cut as its contribu-
tion to a major global cli-
mate treaty nearing the final
stages of negotiation, ac-
cording to people briefed on
the White House’s plans.

The U.S. plans to an-
nounce its commitment
Tuesday, the informal dead-
line for nations to submit
their contributions to the
United Nations. Although the
goal of 26 percent to 28 per-
cent by 2025 isn’t new —
President Barack Obama first
unveiled it last year during a
trip to Beijing — the U.S. pro-
posal has drawn intense in-
terest from the vast majority
of countries that have yet to
announce how deeply they’ll
pledge to cut greenhouse gas
emissions as part of the
treaty.

Obama’s pledge consti-
tutes the opening offer by
the U.S. as world leaders
strive to reach a climate deal
powerful and ambitious
enough to prevent the worst
effects of climate change. In
the works for years, the
treaty is set to be finalized in
Paris in December. If it’s suc-
cessful, it will mark the first
time all nations — not just
wealthier ones like the U.S.
— will have agreed to do
something about climate
change.

As part of its proposal,
known to climate negotiators
as an Intended Nationally De-
termined Contribution, the
U.S. will also assert that its
contribution is both ambi-
tious and fair, said the indi-
viduals briefed on the U.S.
proposal, who requested
anonymity because the pro-
posal hasn’t been an-
nounced.

What metrics the U.S. will
use to back up that claim is
not yet clear. The European
Union, one of the first parties
to submit its contribution,
pointed to per capita reduc-
tions in emissions to show
how it is cutting its carbon
footprint. But emissions per
capita are far higher in the
U.S., making it an inconven-
ient measure for the U.S. to
use to show progress.

Instead, the U.S. is ex-

pected to focus on the fact
that the Obama administra-
tion has ramped up the rate
of emissions reductions
nearly twofold. Early in his
presidency, Obama commit-
ted to cut U.S. emissions 17
percent by 2020; his subse-
quent goal for 2025 pushes it
to 28 percent.

The White House de-
clined to comment.

The U.S. and other devel-
oped countries have been
aggressively pressing devel-
oping nations to step up on
climate change — especially
those like China and India
that are heavily reliant on
dirtier sources of energy.
Obama has described his
strategy as “leading by exam-
ple” and has sought to use
the steps he’s already taken
to cut emissions to ramp up
pressure on other countries
to do the same.

But poorer countries
have traditionally balked, ar-
guing their more modest
means make reductions
more of an imposition and
pointing out that historically,
they’re responsible for just a
small fraction of the heat-
trapping gases that industri-
alized countries have been
pumping into the atmos-
phere for decades. So when
Obama and Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping both commit-
ted to curbing emissions in a
joint announcement in No-
vember, environmentalists
hailed it as a sign that reluc-
tant nations like China were
finally getting on board.

“People know that domes-
tically, we’re moving for-
ward,” U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency Adminis-
trator Gina McCarthy said
Monday at a luncheon
hosted by Politico. She
pointed to the U.S.-China
pact as Exhibit A. “If the two
biggest polluters and the two
biggest greenhouse gas pol-
luters can get together, and
two biggest economies, then
we’re going to be OK moving
into Paris, and we should
have momentum behind our
backs.”

Although all nations were
asked to submit their climate
targets by the end-of-March
target date, only a handful of
countries are expected to
meet it. In addition to the
U.S., the EU and Switzerland,
Mexico unveiled a pledge
last week to cut greenhouse

gases and short-lived climate
pollutants 25 percent by
2030, drawing praise from
the White House and from
environmental advocates.

How will the U.S. meet its
goal? The Obama administra-
tion has avoided putting
hard numbers on the size of
emissions reductions it ex-
pects from specific steps the
U.S. is taking. In its submis-
sion, the EU listed specific
economic sectors — such as
transportation, energy and
manufacturing — where it
expects major reductions,
and named the specific
greenhouse gases it plans to
cut.

In contrast, the U.S. is ex-
pected to point broadly to
the steps it is taking under
the climate action plan
Obama announced in 2013,
such as new rules requiring
sweeping cuts from new and
existing power plants,
stricter emissions limits for
cars and trucks, and initia-
tives targeting specific green-
house gases like methane
and hydrofluorocarbons.

Many of those steps or-
dered by Obama face major
legal challenges and intense
political opposition, raising
the risk that they could be
undermined or even dis-
carded once Obama leaves
office in 2017. Contrast that
with the EU, where lawmak-
ers have approved a cap-
and-trade emissions scheme
that U.S. lawmakers have de-
clined to enact.

“Just like every other
country, this is a goal — it’s
aspirational,” said Alden
Meyer, policy director for the
Union of Concerned Scien-
tists. “It’s a fairly ambitious
objective, especially if you
assume that they’re not
going to get any help from
Congress.” 

ATTENTION TAXPAYERS:
NOTICE OF

PROPERTY TAX INCREASE
OF $45,000

RESOLUTION FOR OPT OUT
THE GOVERNING BOARD OF Utica Township North do state that 
the above said board is unable to operate under the tax limitation 
measure currently in statute. We therefore OPT OUT of such tax 
limitation in the amount of $45,000 starting with calendar year 2015 
taxes payable in the calendar year 2016. This opt out will be for 3 
years, which will be through taxes payable in the calendar year 2018. 
This action has been taken by the board and approved by at least a 
two-thirds vote of the board.

This decision may be referred to a vote of the people upon a petition 
signed by at least five percent of the registered voters in the district 
and filed with the governing body within twenty days of the first 
publication of this decision. 
Unless this action is referred to a vote of the people and reversed by 
such vote, this resolution authorizes the county auditor to spread an 
excess levy to raise tax dollars in the above stated amount.
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Report: Co-Pilot Received Treatment
DUESSELDORF, Germany (AP) — How could someone once

diagnosed with suicidal tendencies get a job as a commercial
pilot, entrusted with the lives of hundreds of people? That’s
the question being asked after officials confirmed Monday
that Germanwings co-pilot Andreas Lubitz received lengthy
psychotherapy before receiving his pilot’s license.

All 150 people on board were killed by what prosecutors
believe was a deliberate decision by Lubitz to slam the Airbus
A320 he was flying from Barcelona to Duesseldorf into a
mountain in the French Alps last Tuesday.

Lufthansa, Germanwings’ parent company, declined to say
whether it knew of Lubitz’s mental health problems. But it
said the young pilot had passed all required medical checks
since starting work for its subsidiary two years ago.

Prosecutors in Duesseldorf, where Lubitz had an apart-
ment, said the psychotherapy occurred over an extended pe-
riod before he received his pilot’s license, and that medical
records referred to “suicidal tendencies.” They provided no
dates.

Lubitz started pilot training in 2008, though it’s unclear
when he finished the at least three-year-long course and re-
ceived his license. Lufthansa said he was certified to fly their
aircraft in 2013.

Nigeria Vote Counting Still Under Way
ABUJA, Nigeria (AP) — Election officials worked into the

night Monday counting the results from Nigeria’s tight presi-
dential vote, while the U.S. and Britain warned of “disturbing
indications” the tally could be subject to political interfer-
ence.

Early returns gave former military dictator Muhammadu
Buhari seven states while incumbent President Goodluck
Jonathan had five, including the Federal Capital Territory.

But results from another 25 states were still to be tallied,
and 22 states had not yet delivered their results to the count-
ing center in Abuja, indicating a winner could not be an-
nounced before Tuesday.

As expected, Buhari swept two major northern states of
Kano and Kaduna, delivering crushing defeats to Jonathan
there. In Kano, the state with the second-largest number of
voters, Buhari had 1.9 million votes to Jonathan’s 216,000.

Turnout was high Saturday among the nearly 60 million
people eligible to vote in the high-stakes election, which took
place despite a campaign of violence by the Islamic extremists
of Boko Haram in northern Nigeria.

Indiana Lawmakers Face Political Heat  
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Gov. Mike Pence called off public ap-

pearances Monday and sports officials planned an “Indy Wel-
comes All” campaign ahead of this weekend’s Final Four as
lawmakers scrambled to quiet the firestorm over a new law
that has much of the country portraying Indiana as a state of
intolerance.

Republican legislative leaders said they are working on
adding language to the religious-objections law to make it clear
that the measure does not allow discrimination against gays
and lesbians. As signed by Pence last week, the measure pro-
hibits state laws that “substantially burden” a person’s ability
to follow his or her religious beliefs. The definition of “person”
includes religious institutions, businesses and associations.

“What we had hoped for with the bill was a message of in-
clusion, inclusion of all religious beliefs,” Republican House
Speaker Brian Bosma said. “What instead has come out is a
message of exclusion, and that was not the intent.”

The efforts fell flat with Democrats, who called for a repeal,
and even some Republicans.

“They’re scrambling to put a good face on a bad issue.
What puzzles me is how this effort came to the top of the leg-
islative agenda when clearly the business community doesn’t
support it,” said Bill Oesterle, an aide to former Gov. Mitch
Daniels and CEO of consumer reporting agency Angie’s List,
which has canceled expansion plans in Indianapolis because of
the law.

Saudi-Led Coalition Steps Up Airstrikes  
SANAA, Yemen (AP) — Saudi-led naval forces imposed a

blockade on Yemen’s ports as coalition airstrikes on Monday
repelled an advance on the southern port city of Aden by Shi-
ite rebels and forces loyal to a former president, in what ap-
peared to be the most intense day of fighting since the air
campaign began five days ago.

The move to block ports appeared aimed at preventing the
rebels, known as Houthis, from rearming, and comes after the
coalition achieved full control of the skies and bombed a num-
ber of rebel-held airports. The rebels are supported by Iran,
but both Iran and the Houthis deny Tehran has armed them.

As night fell, intense explosions could be heard through-
out the rebel-held capital Sanaa, where warplanes had carried
out strikes since the early morning. Military officials from
both sides of the conflict said that airstrikes were targeting
areas east and south of the third largest city of Taiz, as well as
its airport, while naval artillery and airstrikes hit coastal areas
east of Aden.

“It’s like an earthquake,” Sanaa resident Ammar Ahmed
said by telephone. “Never in my life have I heard such explo-
sions or heard such raids.”

He said he could hear missiles whistling through the air
and see flames rising from a military area in the southern
neighborhood of Faj Attan, where Scud missiles are believed
to be stored.

Noah To Replace ‘Daily Show’s’ Stewart  
NEW YORK (AP) — Trevor Noah, a 31-year-old comedian

from South Africa who has contributed to “The Daily Show” a
handful of times in recent months, will become Jon Stewart’s
replacement as host, Comedy Central announced Monday.

Noah was chosen a little more than a month after Stewart
unexpectedly announced he was leaving “The Daily Show” fol-
lowing 16 years as the show’s principal voice.

New Jersey native Stewart is being replaced by the son of
a black South African mother and white European father.
Noah has an international presence, and hosted a late-night
talk show in South Africa, “Tonight With Trevor Noah.”

Noah, who has appeared on Jay Leno and David Letter-
man, was the subject of a 2011 documentary film by David
Paul Meyer, “You Laugh but It’s True,” which followed his ca-
reer in post-apartheid South Africa.

He will join Larry Wilmore, a writer-comedian who re-
placed Stephen Colbert in January in the half-hour slot follow-
ing “The Daily Show.” When Noah takes over, Comedy Central
will have completely remade the one-hour comedy block that
gave the network critical acclaim and, arguably, its identity.

BY GEORGE JAHN AND MATTHEW LEE
Associated Press

LAUSANNE, Switzerland — Negotia-
tions over Iran’s nuclear program reached
a critical phase Monday with diplomats
struggling to overcome substantial differ-
ences just a day before a deadline for the
outline of an agreement.

With Tuesday’s target date for a frame-
work accord just hours away, the top
diplomats from the five permanent mem-
bers of the U.N. Security Council and Ger-
many were meeting with Iran to try to
bridge remaining gaps and hammer out
an understanding that would serve as the
basis for a final accord to be reached by
the end of June.

“We are working late into the night and
obviously into tomorrow,” said U.S. Secre-
tary of State John Kerry, who has been
meeting with his Iranian counterpart Mo-
hammad Javad Zarif in Lausanne since
Thursday in an intense effort to reach a
political understanding on terms that
would curb Iran’s nuclear activities in ex-
change for sanctions relief.

“There is a little more
light there today, but
there are still some
tricky issues,” Kerry
said. “Everyone knows
the meaning of tomor-
row.”

Kerry and others at
the table said the sides
have made some
progress, with Iran con-
sidering demands for further cuts to its
uranium enrichment program but pushing
back on how long it must limit technology
it could use to make atomic arms. In addi-
tion to sticking points on research and de-
velopment, differences remain on the
timing and scope of sanctions removal,
the officials said.

German Foreign Minister Frank-Walter
Steinmeier said Iran’s expectations from
the talks are “very ambitious” and not yet
acceptable to his country or the other
five negotiating: the U.S., Britain, China,
France and Russia. 

“We will not allow a bad deal,” he said.
“We will only arrive at a document that is

ready to sign if it ... excludes Iran getting
access to nuclear weapons. We have not
yet cleared this up.”

In particular, Steinmeier said the ques-
tion of limits on research and develop-
ment that Iran would be allowed to
continue was problematic.

Other officials said the issue of the
scope and timing of sanctions relief was
also a major sticking point.

In a tweet, Gerard Araud, the French
ambassador to the United States, said
that “very substantial problems remain to
be solved.”

In a sign that the talks would go down
to the wire on Tuesday, Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov left, just a day
after arriving, to return to Moscow. His
spokeswoman said he would will return
to Lausanne on Tuesday only if there was
a realistic chance for a deal.

Meanwhile, Iran’s deputy foreign min-
ister, Abbas Araghchi, told Iranian state
television that the talks were not likely to
reach any conclusion until “tomorrow or
the day after tomorrow.”

Iran

Nuke Talks Near Deadline;
Differences Still Remain

Kerry

US Offer For Climate Treaty:
Up To 28% Emissions Cut

Clinton Reps
Traveling To

Iowa And New
Hampshire 
WASHINGTON (AP) —

Hillary Rodham Clinton’s
campaign manager-in-wait-
ing is traveling to the early
voting states of New Hamp-
shire and Iowa this week for
meetings with Democratic
activists as the former secre-
tary of state prepares for a
likely presidential campaign.

Robby Mook, who is ex-
pected to be Clinton’s cam-
paign manager, was visiting
New Hampshire on Monday
and Tuesday and traveling
to Iowa on Wednesday and
Thursday for meetings with
party officials and activists,
Democrats familiar with the
plans said. The people were
not authorized to speak pub-
licly about internal planning. 

Clinton, the leading Dem-
ocratic candidate if she runs,
has signaled that she will
compete vigorously in the
leadoff presidential states of
Iowa and New Hampshire,
along with South Carolina
and Nevada. Clinton was
tripped up in Iowa by Barack
Obama in 2008 and her sup-
porters have said she will
not take anything for
granted this time.

The New Hampshire
meetings will coincide with a
visit on Tuesday by former
Maryland Gov. Martin O’Mal-
ley, who may challenge Clin-
ton in the Democratic
primary. Both O’Malley and
former Virginia Sen. Jim
Webb, another potential
Democratic candidate, are
scheduled to visit Iowa in
April.

Mook will be joined by
Marlon Marshall, who is ex-
pected to play a senior role
in Clinton’s campaign. De-
mocrats said the trips were
not tied to a Clinton an-
nouncement but would
allow for meetings with key
stakeholders in labor and
Democratic politics. The vis-
its were reported by WMUR,
a TV station in Manchester,
New Hampshire, and The
Des Moines Register. 


