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Hartington Fiel

BY TRAVIS GULBRANDSON
travis.gulbrandson@yankton.net

HARTINGTON, Neb. —
Although it was built in 2004, the
football field at the Hartington
Community Complex is already
getting some much-needed main-
tenance.

The field’s turf is currently
marked with several noticeable
bare spots, especially at the 50-
yard line. But after it undergoes
a process of aeration, fertiliza-
tion and irrigation, it should be
back to a healthy green.

“I think if all those are fol-
lowed accordingly, it should
work out very well,” said Kevin
Bruening of Bruening Aeration.

The field’s biggest problem
was compaction, he said.

“The base foundation of the
football field was heavy clay, and
the number one problem was
just compaction and lack of root
depth on the turf, because it just
had nowhere to go,” Bruening
said.

The field is the current home
of teams from Hartington’s pub-
lic and Catholic schools.

This — coupled with last
year’s spate of wet weather —
was also a factor, according to
Hartington mayor Bill Yates.

“You've got to remember, in
the fall we had all that rain,” he
said. “We had extra playoffs, and
we have two teams playing on
that field, and it just tore it up
pretty bad.”

Bare spots on the field have
been an ongoing problem, Yates
said.

“The grass has not ever gone
down (to take a firm root),” he
said. “The roots are going hori-
zontal instead of going down.”

This has made it much easier
to tear the field up through nor-
mal play.

“It’s just like if you laid carpet
on a cement pad,” Yates said. “If
you went out and played on it,
eventually your carpet is just
going to peel up, and that’s what
happened.”

The field will undergo a
process of aeration five times
between now and the fall season,
“probably on the average of
every month or so,” Bruening
said.

The aerator hooks up to a
tractor and “will pull a core out
of the ground, hopefully three to
four inches deep,” Bruening said.
“Right now we can’t get there
because it’s just too hard.

“As we bring that up, the dirt
will decompose the thatch on
top of the grass, which is too
thick because of the lack of root
depth,” he said. “Then we’ll get
some air and some water pene-
trated in there to soften the
soil.”

This should get the grass
growing and properly rooted, he
said.

The aeration process is com-
monly used in the area, Bruening
said.

“There’s a lot of clay around
these parts,” he said. “We do a
lot of football fields and baseball
fields around the area. We've
been in Osmond, Pierce,
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TRAVIS GULBRANDSON/P&D
The bare spot that stands on the 50-yard line of the football field at
Hartington’s Community Complex should be gone by the fall, after
the field undergoes a process of aeration and fertilization.

Hartington, Wakefield, Norfolk
and other areas. It’s just a man-
agement program that should be
followed for the health of the
turf.”

That program has already
started at the Community
Complex, with plugging and fer-
tilization, Yates said.

“We hope Mother Nature will
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provide enough water, and if it
doesn’t, we'll turn our sprinkler
system on,” he said. “We’re hop-
ing by this fall that the field will
be back in perfect condition
again.”

Apart from looking nice, the
fully-sodded field will be safer to
play on, as well. Bruening said
that the National Football
League is contractually obligated
to aerate its fields up to seven
times a year.

“That’s mainly to protect the
players, reduce injuries,” he
said. “Obviously, you can’t stop
(injuries) but if you have a good
solid turf it’s going to reduce
them.”

Yates said the teams that use
the field will be glad when the
project is finished.

“I'm sure they’ll really appre-
ciate having a nice, soft turf
again,” he said. “Before last fall
and we had all that rain, we had
a really nice field. Even though
the grass wasn’t going deep-root-
ed, it was a really nice field. It
was in not too bad of shape; we
just had all that rain that tore it
up‘”

The Community Complex is a
$1.6 million project completed in
2004. The park spans more than
27 acres and is equipped with
the football field, a track, shot
and discus areas, four soccer
fields, a practice football field
and two baseball fields.
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IN THEATRES MARCH 18

Fri. 7:30 PM e Sat. 7:30 PM ¢ Sun. 4 PM
Students *2.00 Adults *4.00

Idle Hour Theatre

Tripp, SD

20TH ANNIVERSARY

Thank You To All Of Our Customers For Your Support!
BUFFET $5.99 adults 53.99 ages 512 FREE 4 & under

11:30am-2pm + BUFFET TO GO ALSO!
00 King Dragon Gourmet Dinner |

14 Dinners to Choose From!
Includes soup, egg roll, fried rice, fried wanton,
tea & fortune cookie. Expires 5/16/10

KING DRAGON

Hong Kong, Hunan, Szechuan,
Mandarin, Cantonese & Peking Cuisine

Sunday, May 9™, 2010

4th & Mulberry, Yankton
Open Daily 11AM-10PM
665-5688
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Singles Dance — Basement
Sounds Unlimited

Bingo Wed. at 7:00pm
Sunday at 6:30pm
Happy Hour M-F 4:30-6:00
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Wednesday of Each Month

accidents to
spectators or riders)

Admission $5 e 5 & under Free

(Not responsible for All 2010 Races are Point Races
Concession Available

SCRAMBLERS GYCLE GLUB

8 miles W..on Hwy. 50, then 1/4 miles S. on Hwy. 52

KB,

Lunch 11am-5pm
Dinner Served 5pm-9pm

OPEN FOR THE SEASO

LEWIS & CLARK RECREATION AREA  605-668-2985
RESORT 605-665-2680 * MARINA 605-665-3111
www.lewisandclarkpark.com
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We'll Treat Mom Like Royalty This
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NO PARK PASS NEEDED FOR MAGILLY’S

Hwy. 52 at the Marina!

TRAVIS GULBRANDSON/P&D
A class of Hartington Cedar Catholic eighth-graders plant a
maple tree at the Hartington Community Complex Monday morn-
ing. The students recently completed a unit on earth science and
global warming, and planted the tree in conjunction with Arbor
Day and Earth Day. The tree was provided by Fischer Ag Service,
and several employees assisted in its planting.

Graduation Special!

2 Rooms up to 400 sq. ft. $72095

$16.50 for additional rooms (traffic only)

665-5700

Offer expires May 15, 2010

1-800-529-2450
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////) Area BBQ Enthusiasts
— , To Participate in Rib Cook-Off
June 26 in Freeman, SD

$75 entry fee due June 15. Late entries $150.
Prizes: 1st — $400, 2nd-$300,
3rd — $200, 4th - $100, 5th — $50.
People's Choice Award — Gas Girill
Contact Vernetta Waltner, 605-321-7351 or
vwaltner@freemanacademy.org, or www.freemanacademy.org/
ribsattheranch.html for complete rules and information
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FAMILY MEXICAN RESTAURANT

2502 Fox Run Parkway, Yankton
Just North of Wendy's  (605) 260-1701
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2" Dinner Combo Meal

Expires 5/31/10. One coupon per visit with
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Not valid with any
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MOTHER’S DAY

Sunday, May $th« 10 amto 2 pm

Featuring an array of breakfast selections,
salads, fruits and bread, plus delicious
dinner entrees including:

Slow Roasted Top Siroln with Au Polvie Cream Sauce
Oven Bake Pork Loin with Resemary Honey Glaze
Seafood Scampl on a bed of Herb Angle Halr
Mushroom and Gouda stuffed Chicken Breast

Kid's Comer and Dessert Bar featuring o

Chocolate Fountain wilih Assorted Dipping ltems
Make your reservations today
by calling 605/664-2244

GRILL & BAR

1607 E Hwy 50 - Yankton, SD



