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K eeps O
ur Fr iends 

&
 Fa m

ily W
o rk ing

Buying local helps keep 
our neighbors em

plo yed.

K eeps O
ur Local Econom

y S
trong

Buying local contributes to our com
m

unity tax base w
hich in tur n goes tow ards local projects and inf rastru cture.

 1.
 2.

C
om

m
unity 

W
ell-B

eing
Buying local helps 
contribute m

ore to local 
charities & non-profits.

 3.
Shopping Local Reduces 
The Carbon Footprint
Buying local requires less 
use of fossil fuels resulting 
in a “greener” planet.

 4.
C

ustom
er 

S
ervice Is 

B
etter

Buying local is like 
buying from

 a friend.

 5.
Sustains Our Community’s 
Unique Culture
Buying local helps preserve 
the pioneering culture that 
built the com

m
unity.

 6.
Investm

ent Is 
Encouraged
Buying local encourages 
entrepreneurs to continue 
to invest in the com

m
unity.

 7.
Local Businesses Support 
Other Businesses
Buying locally encourages 
everyone to do business with 
each other whenever possible.

 8.
Shopping Local 
Saves You M

oney
Buying local m

eans less 
travel, gas, parking and the 
m

ost valuable – your tim
e!

 9.
On-Line Companies Don’t Support 
Your Local School or Team
Buying local supports those 
w

ho support our com
m

unity &
 

its youth.

 10.

MIDWEST DIGEST

S.D. Won’t Apply For R2 Of ‘Race to the Top’ 
SIOUX FALLS (AP) — South Dakota has decided against apply-

ing again for as much as $75 million in federal education grants.
The decision comes after the state fared poorly in competition

for grants in the first round of the federal “Race to the Top” pro-
gram, which is delivering billions of dollars in grants to encourage
and reward states that improve student performance.

South Dakota’s unsuccessful first application sought $74 million
to create a residential school for American Indian students. State
Education Secretary Tom Oster initially said the state would try
again in the second round.

“Before making any of these decisions, we would need to have
thoughtful discussions with teachers, administrators, higher edu-
cation and lawmakers,” Oster said. “These are important deci-
sions, and we are not going to rush them.”

South Dakota scored poorly in almost every category during
the first round of competitive grants, getting poor marks in such
areas as lacking a data system that ties test scores to teacher eval-
uations and failing to turn around the state’s worst schools.

Arrest Made In Rural Pierre Shooting
PIERRE (AP) — Authorities have arrested the wife of a man

shot and killed at a group home east of Pierre.
Hughes County Sheriff Mike Leidholt said 65-year-old Jerold

Hirsch of Blunt died after being shot with a handgun Sunday
night.

Authorities said Monday morning they had arrested Blunt’s 47-
year-old wife, Connie, who worked at the home. A court appear-
ance was pending.

The shooting happened at a housing development north of
state Highway 34. Leidholt said three people who lived in the
home were not injured.

The group home is run by Oahe (oh-AW’-hee) Inc., which pro-
vides services to people with developmental disabilities. A tele-
phone call seeking comment was not immediately returned to The
Associated Press on Monday.
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NEBRASKA BUDGET

State Tax Revenue Off
By $52 Million In April

BY NATE JENKINS
Associated Press Writer

LINCOLN, Neb. — A report
released Monday said Nebraska
state government’s tax revenue fell
far below projections in April,
adding fresh concerns about the
state budget. But the data also
gave politicians hope that the
economy is starting to recover.

“When you dig into the num-
bers a little bit, the parts where
we were down reflected the econo-
my in 2009 more than 2010,” said
Sen. Lavon Heidemann of Elk
Creek, chairman of the
Legislature’s budget-writing
Appropriations Committee, adding
later: “We might have actually hit
bottom.”

Net tax revenue in April was off
by nearly $52 million, or 14.6 per-
cent below official projections that
set the baseline for the state budg-
et, according to the state
Department of Revenue report.
Net individual and corporate
income taxes were 25 percent and
28 percent below projections,
respectively.

Gov. Dave Heineman called the
April figures disappointing but
said they contain early signs of an
improved economy. Net sales
taxes actually beat projections by
more than 2 percent and state Tax
Commissioner Doug Ewald said
tax withholding by employers in
April was strong.

“I am cautiously hopeful about
the future, but I fully expect
bumps along the road to a broader
economic recovery,” Heineman
said in a statement.

Overall, net tax receipts for the
month were below official projec-
tions by $51.9 million. For the fis-
cal year to date, state receipts are
$56.1 million below projections.

If revenues rebound and are
close to projections in May and
June, lawmakers probably won’t
have to hold a special legislative
session to make changes to the
budget, Heidemann said.

Another lawmaker on the
Appropriations Committee dis-
agreed, saying that if May rev-
enues fall below projections, a
special session should be held.

“I’m concerned that some are

saying we won’t need to worry
about this for the next couple
months — that’s almost $60 mil-
lion we’ll have to find,” said Sen.
Heath Mello of Omaha. “I’m con-
cerned people are wearing rose-
colored glasses.”

Lower-than-expected tax rev-
enues forced Heineman to call a
special session in November.
During the session, he and law-
makers quickly closed a $334 mil-
lion budget gap, primarily using
across-the-board cuts to state
agencies.

During the regular legislative
session that ended a month ago,
lawmakers and Heineman reduced
the current two-year budget by
another $48 million, cutting agen-
cies more.

If lawmakers are able to avoid a
special session this summer,
they’re still expected to face deep
budget problems when they meet
in January to craft a new two-year
budget.

Current estimates peg the
budget deficit for the two-year
budget that will begin in July 2011
at roughly $670 million.


