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RANDY DOCKENDORF/P&D
A farmer near Tabor pushes ahead with his disking last week, taking advantage of a break in the cloudy, rainy weather. The
region’s spring planting has continued ahead of schedule despite recent wet conditions.
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as angry as the rest of the nation,
President Barack Obama assailed oil
drillers and his own administration
Friday as he ordered extra scrutiny of

drilling permits to head
off any repeat of the
sickening oil spill in the
Gulf of Mexico.
Engineers worked des-
perately to stop the
leak that's belching out
at least 210,000 gallons
of crude a day. |
As Louisiana wildlife

BY LISA HARE
lisa.hare@yankton.net

While rainy days in May have kept
farmers out of the field, the impact on
crop planting isn’t as bad as some may
think.

According to the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, South Dakota farmers were
only able to work out in the field 3 1/2
days last week due to weather conditions,
but estimates are that nearly half of the
state’s corn crop has been planted, which

State climatologist Dennis Todey fore-
casts less precipitation and warmer tem-
peratures in the coming weeks, which
should aid area farmers considerably for
finishing the planting season.

“It looks like we're going to shift back
now fairly quickly to warmer conditions
again so that will allow things to dry
out,” Todey said. “It probably shouldn’t
be too wet again, so I think progress will
start to kick up again.”

While spring wheat and soybeans
aren’t above average this year, Todey

Across Nebraska, the past week’s
highs averaged seven degrees below nor-
mal, with the Panhandle seeing tempera-
tures dipping into the teens.

According to the USDA’s National
Agricultural Statistics Service, Nebraska
Field Office, Nebraska’s corn planting is
78 percent complete — a day ahead com-
pared to last year’s 74 percent and four
days ahead of the five-year average of 65
percent. And corn emergence is 16 per-
cent complete, which was near last
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says he doesn’t see too much of a delay

is better than the five-year average.
on crops statewide.

officials reported huge Obama B PLANT, Page 13A please
tar balls littering a

beach, BP PLC technicians labored to

9 am. 3 p.m. accomplish an engineering feat a mile
below the water surface. They were
gingerly moving joysticks to guide S M k l
deep-sea robots and thread a mile- to ames a-r etp ace
D b oD & long, 6-inch tube with a rubber stop-

0o 0eh SN per into the 21-inch pipe gushing oil

from the ocean floor — a task one
56°| 65°

expert compared to stuffing a cork
Off and on showers

Honored For Help In
Revitalizing Community
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It's the latest scheme to stop the
flow after all others have failed, more
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River City Recycling Next Week

but they knew why and what [ would be doing (in South

Knudson Uses Hometown Dakota)."

Three decades later, Knudson returned to Pierre as a
NORTH of 15th St i i ’
. legislator. A Sioux Falls attorney, he has been elected for
LCSSOHS In Run F Oor GOVCf nor four terms and serves as Senate Majority Leader.
. Now, he wants to serve as South Dakota’s next gover-
Printed on BY RANDY DOCKENDORF nor.
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Knudson is one of five Republican candidates vying
for the governor’s chair. The winner of the June 8 pri-
Even when he attended Harvard University in the mary election faces Democrat Scott Heidepriem and any
1970s, Dave Knudson never strayed far from his Yankton  independent candidates.
roots. Knudson is not the only Yankton native running for
Yankton attorney Don Bierle, a state senator from high-profile office this spring. Mike Huether, a 1980

randy.dockendorf@yankton.net

B HONOR: Local Counselor 1971-74, approached Knudson about working for him Yankton High School graduate, won the Sioux Falls
Wins State Recognition KELLY HERTZ/P&D during the Legislature. Knudson took him up on the offer ~ mayor’s race in his first try for political office. Huether
' Republican gubernatorial candidate Dave for two years, missing his Harvard classes 1,500 miles takes office Monday.
* ok ok Knudson, a Yankton native, answers ques- away but receiving a valuable education of another sort. Knudson graduated from YHS 12 years ahead of
tions during a recent meeting with the Press & “I was out in Pierre for three weeks (during the
||I||I|I ||| |HI|I|I|I||”| Dakotan editorial board. Legislature),” Knudson said. “I was AWOL from Harvard, B KNUDSON, Page 12A please
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