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Feds Conducting Probe Into Mine Explosion

WASHINGTON (AP) — Federal prosecutors said Friday they are
investigating whether there was “willful criminal activity” by the
company that operates the West Virginia mine where 29 workers
died in an accident last month.

The U.S. attorney’s office for the Southern District of West
Virginia said in a letter that investigators are looking into actions
by the mine’s operator, Performance Coal, and its directors, offi-
cers and agents.

The letter, obtained by The Associated Press, asks the Labor
Department to hold off pursuing dozens of civil cases against
Performance for alleged mine safety violations.

Performance is a subsidiary of Massey Energy Co., which owns
the Upper Big Branch mine.

Last month, federal law enforcement officials said the FBI had
interviewed nearly two dozen current and former employees of
Massey in the probe. But the Justice Department declined to pub-
licly confirm there was a criminal investigation.

Palin: Ohama Would Ban Guns If He Could

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — Former Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin
warned NRA members Friday that President Barack Obama wants
to gut the Second Amendment and told a separate gathering that
“mama grizzlies” will help Republicans win this November, sweep-
ing away the Democratic agenda.

Palin, a potential 2012 presidential candidate, told National
Rifle Association members during their annual meeting that the
only thing stopping Obama and his Democratic allies from trying
to ban guns is political backlash.

“Don’t doubt for a minute that, if they thought they could get
away with it, they would ban guns and ban ammunition and gut
the Second Amendment,” said Palin, a lifelong NRA member who
once had a baby shower at a local gun range in Alaska. “It’s the job
of all of us at the NRA and its allies to stop them in their tracks.”

Palin, the GOP’s 2008 vice presidential nominee, also praised
tea party activism as a “beautiful movement,” drawing a rousing
applause from thousands of NRA members who gathered in an
arena used by the NBA's Charlotte Bobcats.

During an event earlier Friday in Washington sponsored by an
anti-abortion group, she challenged Republican women to help the
GOP “take this country back” and elect anti-abortion lawmakers.
She praised female leaders of the tea party movement and invoked
the 2008 acceptance speech where she compared herself to a pit
bull.

Boy Discovers Family Died In Plane Crash

TRIPOLI Libya (AP) — Relatives broke the news to a Dutch boy
who is the sole survivor of a plane crash in Libya that his parents
and brother died in the disaster, as authorities said the 9-year-old
would return home on Saturday.

Rescuers found Ruben van Assouw still strapped in his seat
and breathing in an area of desert sand strewn with the plane’s
debris. His father, mother and 11-year-old brother are believed to
have been among the 103 people on board who were killed
Wednesday when their flight from South Africa crashed short of
the runway in Tripoli.

Since then, he has been undergoing treatment at a Tripoli hos-
pital, with an aunt and uncle who rushed in from Amsterdam at his
bedside.

On Friday, his aunt and uncle released a statement saying they
had told the boy of the deaths of his parents, Trudy and Patrick
van Assouw, and his brother, Enzo.

“Under the circumstances Ruben is doing well. He sleeps a lot.
Now and then he is awake and then he is alert,” they said in the
statement.

Jobs Involved In Lost iPhone Investigation

SAN FRANCISCO(AP) — Brian Hogan’s world closed in fast
almost as soon as he sold the next-generation iPhone he found in a
Silicon Valley bar to a popular technology Web site for a stack of
$100 bills, according to court documents released Friday.

By April 19, Hogan’s roommate was cooperating with investiga-
tors, Apple’s top lawyers were meeting with police to press for
criminal charges and Steve Jobs himself was personally demand-
ing the iPhone’s return.

The saga began March 25, when Apple engineer Robert “Gray”
Powell left the iPhone prototype in the bar area of Redwood City’s
Gourmet Haus Staud restaurant, according to a sworn statement
by San Mateo Sheriff’s Detective Matthew Broad that was unsealed
Friday.

Broad’s 10-page statement was used to obtain a search warrant
for the home and car of Jason Chen, an editor with the technology
website Gizmodo.

It said Gizmodo paid Hogan $5,000 for the device, cracked it
opened and posted images of it on April 20 despite a phone call
from Jobs the day before demanding website editors return the
gadget. Gizmodo promised Hogan an additional $3,500 bonus if
Apple formally unveiled the device by July, according to Broad.
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Shuttle Atlantis Soars On Final Voyage

BY MARCIA DUNN
AP Aerospace Writer

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. — Space shuttle
Atlantis thundered away on its final voyage
to orbit Friday, hoisting an experienced crew
of six and a full shipment of space station
gear.

Atlantis sped through a perfectly clear
afternoon sky, blazing a trail over the
Atlantic before huge crowds eager to catch
one of the few remaining shuttle launches.
More than 40,000 guests — the biggest
launch-day crowd in years — packed the
Kennedy Space Center.

The shuttle’s destination is the
International Space Station, which was soar-
ing over the South Pacific at the time of
liftoff. The shuttle should catch up with the
orbiting complex and its six residents
Sunday morning.

A piece of orbiting junk, however, was
threatening to come too close to the space
station. If necessary, Mission Control will
order up a maneuver so the station can
dodge the debris the night before Atlantis’
arrival. The docking will not be delayed,
even if the station has to move out of the
way of the unidentified piece, NASA officials
said.

“Good luck, godspeed and have a little
fun up there,” launch director Mike Leinbach
told the astronauts just before liftoff. He said
he was speaking on behalf of all those who

RED HUBER/ORLANDO SENTINEL/MCT
Space shuttle Atlantis thundered off its
launch pad at Kennedy Space Center into
cloudless skies on Friday and headed to
the International Space Station on the 32nd
and final planned mission of its 25-year
career.

have worked on Atlantis since construction
began in 1980.

“Like you said, there are thousands of
folks out there who have taken care of this
bird for a long time,” replied commander
Kenneth Ham. “We're going to take her on

her 32nd flight, and if you don’t mind, we’ll
take her out of the barn and make a few
more laps around the planet.”

The astronauts — all repeat space fliers and
all men — couldn’t resist a little humor before
they got down to business. They showed up for
their steak and cheeseburger breakfast wearing
blue and black smoking jackets, white shirts
and black bow ties.

This 12-day mission is the last one planned
for Atlantis, the fourth in NASA's line of space
shuttles. Only two flights remain after this one,
by Discovery and Endeavour. NASA plans to
end the 30-year program by the end of this
year.

Atlantis — which rocketed into orbit for the
first time in 1985 — is loaded with fresh batter-
ies and a Russian-built compartment for the
space station. The 20-foot-long module is
crammed with food, laptop computers and
other U.S. supplies.

Ham and his men will install the compart-
ment on the space station, and carry out three
spacewalks to replace six old batteries and
hook up an antenna and other spare parts.

Alexey Krasnov, chief of the Russian Space
Agency’s piloted program, said it was a miracle
that Atlantis took off without any delays.

“It looks like that Atlantis is telling us,
‘Please use me again. [ am capable,” “ he said,
smiling. “Maybe two-thirds of the launches were
postponed by the weather or hardware ... and
today it worked exactly as planned.”

Only a few small bits of insulating foam
were seen coming off the fuel tank during
liftoff, nothing significant, officials said.

Congress Close To Deal To Pay For Tax Cuts

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Congress is finally getting
around to extending more than
50 popular tax breaks that
expired at the end of last year,
including money savers for
homeowners, businesses and
shoppers in states with no
income tax. Lawmakers want to
raise taxes on investment fund
managers to help cover the cost.

Legislation combining the tax
breaks with more aid for people
who have been unemployed for
long stretches is expected to
come up for a vote in the House
next week. The bill would extend
unemployment benefits for up to
99 weeks in many states and
subsidize health insurance pre-
miums for laid-off workers
through the end of the year.

Details are still being worked
out, but lawmakers also plan to

taxes.
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expand a federal bond program
that subsidizes local infrastruc-
ture projects, and to protect
doctors from a scheduled 21 per-
cent cut in Medicare payments.

The tax breaks would be
retroactive to Jan. 1 but would
again expire at the end of
December. They include a prop-
erty tax deduction for people
who don't itemize, lucrative
credits that help businesses
finance research and develop
new products, and a sales tax
deduction that mainly helps peo-
ple in states without income

Delays in extending the tax
breaks have left thousands of
businesses unable to plan for
their tax liabilities. Delays in
passing a long-term extension of
emergency unemployment bene-
fits has forced thousands of laid

for them.

off workers to live month to
month with no certainty of
income. Unemployment benefits
for many will start to run out
June 2, unless Congress acts.
Congress routinely extends
the tax breaks each year — the
House and Senate have already
passed competing versions for
2010. But lawmakers have been
unable to agree on how to pay

House and Senate negotiators
said this week they are close to
a deal that would increase taxes
on investment fund managers

and some multinational compa-
nies. Also on the table: Requiring
lawyers, doctors and other serv-
ice providers to pay Medicare
taxes on income they receive
through their businesses.

The overall cost of the bill
will likely top $100 billion, with
the unemployment benefits and
health insurance subsidies
adding to the budget deficit.

The tax increases could raise
more than $50 billion over the
next decade, though lawmakers
cautioned they are still working
on the details.
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Keeping You Compy,
No Matter What
The Season

Whether you need a new heating
or cooling system, repairs to an
existing one, or just a check up —
we’re the company to call!

American Stamdard.
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*See store for complete details.

slumberland
furniture that lives the way you do

920 Broadway ® 665-3719

GOT
NEWS?

Call The P&D
At 6657811

June 14-Aug. 6
Four workouts a week
Register by June 4.

REACH YOUR
PEAK FITNESS LEVEL
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Ace Hardware

Affordable Self Storage

Alpha Gamma-Beta Sigma Phi
American Legion Auxiliary
Ankeny Construction
Anderson Realty

Anderson Superior Products,

Anytime Fitness
Applied Engineering
Arby's
Autumn Winds Assisted Living
Avera Sacred Heart Hospital
AveraYankton Ear Nose and
Throat
Avon by Lori Salonen
Baldwin Filters, Inc.
f ad Bank 360
Baumann, Jon, DDS
i Becker Family Trust
' Bob's Candy Service
Bon Homme Yankton Electric
Burger King
Cabalka, Bob
Carpenter's Shop
Casey's
Century 21
Christensen Radiator and
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The Yankton Parents for A Safe Prom would like to thank the
businesses and individuals who donated to the 2010 After Prom party.
Thank you so much for your support year after year to keep this going

for our young people’s special night!
(We apologize if anyone was inadvertently left out, your support is greatly appreciated.)
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Gerstner Oil
Godfathers

Grove Administration
Hair and Beyond
Hansen Locksmithing
Harold's Photo

Royal Sports Shop

RupiperTravel &Tours

Sacred Heart Church/Link
Auditorium

Scentsy (Tami Albrecht)

Scott Family Dentistry

Hatch Furniture ShurCo

Hebda Family Produce Slumberland

Hedahl's Parts Plus Somer, Hal and Cindy

Hejl, Roger and Angie Somsen Agency

Hoffner Flying South Dakota Magazine
Holiday Party and Paper Starbucks

Hubbs Agency Sternquist, John and Nancy
HyVee St. Wenceslaus Parish Altar
JC Penney Society

John A Conkling Distributing
Johnson Engineering Co.

Steckler Eye Care Center
Steiner’s Locker Service

Johnson, Miner, Marlow, Stern QOil Co., Inc.
Woodward & Huff Stewart Carpet Center

Jones Chiropractic Subway

Kaiser Appliance Center Summit Center

Kevin Guthmiller Agency Taco John's

KK93 Radio Station TMA

Kline's Jewelry Lewis and ClarkTheatre Co.

Koch Insurance Little Caesars

Kolberg Pioneer, Inc. Tony Ellis, A/S

Koletzky Implement Trail, Kynan C, MD

Knights of Columbus UniqueTan

Speed. Power. Stamina. Agility.

All of these can be improved at the Intensive Challenge Center of

Avera Sacred Heart Hospital. Any athlete, from a football player to a
gymnast, can benefit from intensive physical training. Under the guidance
of licensed athletic trainers, you will be pushed to be your best physically.

INTENSIVE CHALLENGE
PROGRAM (AGES 14 AND UP)

To register, pick up a form at Avera Sacred Heart
Wellness Center or call (605) 665-9006.

JUNIOR CHALLENGE
PROGRAM (AGES 10-14)
June 21-July 30

Two workouts a week

Averars

Sacred Heart Hospital

Repair

Cimpl Meats

Clark’s Rental

The Collision Center

Cork N Bottle

Cox Auto Supply

Crescent Electric Supply co.

Crist Orthodontic

Culligan Water

Dahlin Dry Wall Contractor

Dakota Dance Assoc.

Dairy Dock

Days Inn

Dietrich, Roger and Donna

East River Auto Sales

EASW Screenworks

Edward Jones (Wayne
Ibarolle)

Ehresmann Engineering

Eisenbraun and Associates

Fairbank Equipment

Fejfar Plumbing and Heating

First Chiropractic

First Dakota National Bank

First Fitness

First National Bank Card
Center

Fox Hospitality

Fox Run Golf Course

Fox Run Quik Lube

Freedom Value

Fullertons

Lewis & Clark Optimists Club

KYNT

Lance Anderson Construction

Larry’s Heating and Cooling

Leader Construction

L&S Electric, Inc.

Lewis and Clark Specialty
Hospital

Ekroth, Chad

Farm Credit Services

Luken Memorial

Mannes Architects

Mastertech Auto Clinic

Maurices

MidAmerican Energy Co.

Minerva's

Monta's Framing

Mountain Man Nut & Fruit Co.

MT & RC Smith Insurance
Neighborhood Dental
Opsahl/Kostel Funeral Home
Paul’s Kwik Stop
Photography by Jerry

Pizza Ranch

Prairie Homes Assisted Living
PrintSource

Printing Specialists

Renee’s Country Salon
Rita's Purse-O-Nalities

Road King

Roger's Family Pharmacy
Ron Honner & Associates
Ron’s Auto Glass, Inc.

Roy Wilcox Insurance

Van Allen Classic Portraits

Vanderhules

VFW Post 791/ VFW Auxiliary

Veterinary Medical Clinic

Vision Care Associates

Vishay Dale Electronics

Wagner, Kuntz & Grabinski
Orthodontics

WalMart

Wendy's

Western Office Plus

Williams & Co.

Yankton Bone, Joint & Sports
Medicine Center

Yankton Computer and
Network

Yankton Drug Co., Inc.

Yankton Family Dentistry

Yankton Fire Dept.

Yankton High School

Yankton Insurance Agency

Yankton Medical Clinic

Yankton Morning Optimists

Yankton Motor Co.

Yankton Kiwanis Club

Yankton Daily Press &
Dakotan

Yankton QB Club

Yankton Sertoma Club

Yankton Adult Athletic Booster
Club

Yankton Urological Assoc.

Yesterday's Café




