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to really share with her things
that they need to share. In our
busy lives, sometimes we don’t
have the time to listen, and
that’s what Mrs. Gurney does.”

And it’s because of this that
Gurney was among the honorees
at a ceremony held last month in
Sioux Falls. She attended with
her daughter Jo Carlson, son-in-
law Gary Carlson and grandson
Scott Carlson, and son Jay
Gurney and granddaughter Emily
Gurney.

Jo Carlson said a short biog-
raphy was read about each of
the 10 Honor Roll recipients.

“They read a little bit about
them, and everyone politely lis-
tened and clapped,” Carlson
said. “And they were starting to
read about mom, and she stood

up, and they just read it very
nicely. But then when the emcee
said, ‘And she’s 93 years old,’
you could hear an audible gasp

and every head turned. The pho-

tographers couldn’t run fast
enough. There must have been
six people taking pictures.”

It was Gurney’s granddaugh-
ter Emily who inspired her to

begin volunteering at the school.

“She’s now going to be a jun-
jor next year in high school,”
Jane Gurney said. “So I've been
going to school as long as she’s
been going to school.”

“I always say she came to
first grade with Emily and never
left us,” said first-grade teacher
Lynn Becker.

Gurney comes to school one
day a week, although she used
to attend more.

“l used to go three days a
week,” she said. “I followed
Emily in first grade, and [ fol-
lowed her in second grade, but |
still maintained first grade. Then
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“All I do is open up that door and here are these
smiling kids. They always come running and hugging
me. How can you turn that down? (The teachers)
always say, ‘Hey, don’t knock her over!””

JANE GURNEY

[ went to her class in third grade,
but [ still had first grade, so |
had two classes. So there were
times that I went two to three
days a week. But I loved it.”

She has especially loved her
time with the students, and help-
ing them when it was required.
In this regard, she mentioned
one boy in particular.

“He was a very difficult stu-
dent — difficult to the teachers
and difficult to his classmates —
and I saw him in Emily’s class in
third grade,” Gurney said. “They
were asked to copy something
from the blackboard, and |

watched this little boy, and [
thought, ‘He can't write. He can'’t
write anything.”

Gurney arranged to spend
some extra time every week
working with the boy.

“He was good at ... hard puz-
zles, so [ bought him puzzle
books, and we’d work on those
together,” she said. “We’d take
time out to go over some of the
words. I spent an hour a couple
times a week with him, and |
always felt good that I finally
made this little child a good
classmate for the rest of the
kids.”

Some of the students have
kept in contact with Gurney over
the years and visit her periodi-
cally.

“(On Monday) I had five of
them,” she said. “It was just fine.
We had a nice visit. Three of
them are going to be in fifth
grade, and two are going to be in
fourth grade, so you see how
long they’ve been coming.”

Gurney said she hopes she
gives the students as much as
they've given her.

“All 1 do is open up that door
and here are these smiling kids,”
she said. “They always come
running and hugging me. How
can you turn that down? (The
teachers) always say, ‘Hey, don’t
knock her over!”

Messler said the teachers
appreciate Gurney, as well.

“Mrs. Gurney is not only a
great help to the students, but
she’s also a role model for us,”
she said. “She really models how
volunteerism is beneficial to oth-
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ers, and how it’s also beneficial
to yourself. And she’s a great
role model as far as working
with other adults and aging
gracefully.”

Carlson said, “The family is
so appreciative of the relation-
ship mother has not only with
the students, but with the teach-
ers. They are like our sisters. It’s
a blessing to us, and we get to
see, ‘0K, you can be 93 and pro-
ductive.”

“Jane has taught us that age
is truly just a number,” Messler
added.

Gurney said she’s just happy
to help.

“I probably won’t make a dif-
ference in each child, but [ hope
I make it in one or two,” she
said.
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Welcome to Yankton!

Morgen
Square
11th & Broadway, Yankton, SD

Join the tenants at
Morgen Square!

For more information, contact Marv Looby
at Southeast Properties (605) 338-6170

US FOODSERVICE

OMAHA
Your partner beyond the plate’
Scott Cutler, District Sales Manager
Scott.Cutler@usfood.com
www.omaha.usfoodservice.com
107 Poison lvy Lane
Yankton, SD 57078
(605) 660-9404

Yankton Motor
Company
665-3751

New Pontiac
GMC Truck Dealer

3400 E. Hwy. 50
Yankton

Fox Run
Quik Lube

Your 10-minute oil change
center! No appt. needed!

Tom & Sharon

Christensen, Owners @

2501 Fox Run Parkway

665-1810

SHEBOYGA

SAUSAGE COMPANY.
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Cimpl Meats

1000 Cattle Dr., Yankton, SD
(605) 665-1665

Yankton Proudly

Welcomes
Bow Hunting

Tournament
Competitors
& Guests!
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SchedilexofiEvents

Friday, May 21st

Open practice: 3-D Range, FITA Range at Archery Center

NFAA Unmarked 3D
National Championship &
First Dakota Archery Classic

National Field Archery Assocociation Headquarters
and ESDF Center for Archery Excellence
800 Archery Lane e Yankton, SD

Archers Registration/Check, ESDF CeNTE.........c.coiieeireeirec e ettt 1pm-7pm
Saturday, May 22nd

1st Round NFAA Unmarked 3=D Casual Start..............cccoveverieieiieieciecee s vesnessnnese e desneatenns 8am-4pm
Manufacturers Trade - SROW OPEN..........ooveiieie e ettt see st esre e sreeeeetneseesesnee s naaBEEEE 9am-6pm
1st Competition Line for First Dakota ClassSiC. .. aetiiiere e ceeceieece e et 1pm
2nd Competition Line for First Dakota ClasSiC............c.cceieieeiececececeece e 4:30pm

3-Star Tour Car Shoot Off following last shooting line
Sunday, May 23rd

Final Round ‘'NFAA3-D Competition
Manufacturers Trade Show Open
1st Line Final Round First Dakota Classic
2nd Line Final Round/First Dakota Classic
Awards Ceremonies, ESDF Center

First Dakota Classic Competition is open_to the public, spectators are welcome, no admission fee.
Parking available on Archery Lane. For more information, call NFAA at (605) 260-92789.

Yal_lkt_lln
Printing

. Company

Press & akotan
319 Walnut

Yankton, SD
665-7811

D.O., P.C.

Orthopaedic Surgery
Sports Medicine

No referrals necessary

2007 Locust, Yankton
(605) 689-6890

Wonkion
IRexallll

Your Good Neighbor
Pharmacy & Gold Crown
Hallmark Shop

Historic Downtown Yankton

(605) 665-7865

Responsibiliry Marters
*5713’? cdewersoll 4

John A. Conkling
Distributing
44414 SD Hwy. 50

Yankton, SD 57078
605-665-9351

BONANZA
7

N. Hwy. 81, Yankton
6656394

HOURS:
Sun.-Thurs. 11am-9pm
Fri. & Sat. 11am-10pm

Gerstner
O11 Co.

E. Hwy. 50
Yankton
665-5568

sdapa:
o
Shaping the future

2500 Alumax Road
Yankton
605-665-6063

COX AUTO
SUPPLY

()

1007 Broadway
Yankton, SD
605-665-4494

=) COMPANY

605 S. Wayland Ave.
Sioux Falls, SD 57103
~ 605-339-2337

DAKOTA BEVERAGE

&1

1501 Broadway, Yankton
665-1222

€

Kelly Inn

E. Hwy 50 - 665-2906
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FIRST DAKOTA

NATIONAL BANK
Yankton Downtown ¢ 225 Cedar
665-7432
Yankton North * 2105 Broadway
665-4999

firstdakota.com

firstdakota.com
Member FDIC

W4T FIRST
B “CHIROPRACTIC
CENTER
Eiﬂ s= (605)665-8073
HAFWAIEQEE& (605)665-6643
rinnNeJsv

Dr. Sheila Fitzgerald
Dr. Jim Fitzgerald
Dr. Tom Stotz e Dr. T| Stotz

2509 Fox Run Parkway, Yankton

www.firstchiropracticcenter.com

[7&:S
S FLECTRICS

Harry Lane
Electrical Contractor
1600 E. 39th St., Yankton

eCommercial *Residential eFarm Wiring
*Prompt Service eQuality Work
eCompetitive Prices

New Construction or Remodeling
Home: 665-6612 - Mobile: 661-1040
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TACO

BELL

2504 Fox Run Parkway

665-4433

“Where the buck stops
and the hunter shops!”

2305 E. Hwy 50 e Yankton

665-8340

M.T. & R.C. SMITH
INSURANCE

Serving the area since 1949.

Home, Auto, Business,
Life, Bonds

204 W. 4th
Yankton, SD
665-3611
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