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Clinton: NKorea Must Face Consequences

SHANGHAI (AP) — Citing “overwhelming” evidence that North Korea
sank a South Korean warship, U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham
Clinton warned the communist state Friday of international conse-
quences.

After discussions in Tokyo, Clinton planned to consult with counter-
parts in Beijing and Seoul on appropriate measures to take after an inter-
national investigative team on Thursday blamed North Korea for firing a
torpedo that sank the South Korean ship in March, killing 46 sailors.

“This will not be and cannot be business as usual. There must be an
international — not just a regional, but an international — response,”
she told a press conference in Tokyo, flanked by Japanese Foreign
Minister Katsuya Okada. The subject has come to dominate her three-
nation tour through Japan, China and South Korea.

The Chinese have the most leverage over the reclusive regime, and
Beijing’s support for any international response to Pyongyang will be
critical to its success. But China, North Korea’s main ally and a veto-
wielding permanent member of the Security Council, has thus far
remained neutral.

While it was “premature” to discuss exact options or actions that will
be taken, Clinton said it was “important to send a clear message to
North Korea that provocative actions have consequences.”

Clapper Leader For Top Intelligence Post

WASHINGTON (AP) — The White House’s leading candidate to
replace Dennis Blair as national intelligence director is James R.
Clapper, the Pentagon’s top intelligence official, current and former
U.S. officials said Friday.

Two current officials said another candidate is Mike Vickers, the
Pentagon’s assistant secretary for special operations. But a Defense
Department official said Vickers has not been contacted for an inter-
view. All the officials spoke on condition of anonymity because a
replacement for Blair has not been announced.

Clapper currently is defense undersecretary for intelligence.

President Barack Obama was already talking to candidates for
national intelligence director’s job before Blair resigned Thursday
under pressure from the White House.

Obama spokesman Robert Gibbs said the president had spoken
with a number of well-qualified candidates so he could have people
ready in case he decided to make a change with the intelligence post.
Gibbs wouldn’t comment on what candidates the president has spo-
ken with, but said an announcement will come soon.

“Offensive To Islam” Facehook Page Gone

ISLAMABAD (AP) — A Facebook page that was considered offen-
sive to Islam and led to a Pakistani ban on the site has been removed,
possibly by its creator.

Facebook said Friday it has not taken any action on the page,
which had attracted more than 100,000 users and encouraged users to
post images of Islam’s Prophet Muhammad, purportedly in support of
freedom of speech.

Most Muslims regard any depiction of the prophet, even favorable
ones, as blasphemous.

Najibullah Malik, the secretary at Pakistan’s information technolo-
gy ministry, said earlier Friday that the government had no option but
to shut down Facebook on Wednesday after a court order to do so.
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GULF OIL SPILL

BY MATTHEW DALY
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Days after the
Gulf Coast oil spill, the Obama
administration pledged to keep its
"boot on the throat" of BP to make
sure the company did all it could
to cap the gushing leak and clean
up the spill.

But a month after the April 20
explosion, anger is growing about
why BP PLC is still in charge of the
response.

"I'm tired of being nice. 'm
tired of working as a team," said
Billy Nungesser, president of
Plaquemines Parish in Louisiana.

"The government should have
stepped in and not just taken BP's
word," declared Wayne Stone of
Marathon, Fla., an avid diver who
worries about the spill's effect on
the ecosystem.

That sense of frustration is
shared by an increasing number of
Gulf Coast residents, elected offi-

cials and environmental groups
who have called for the govern-
ment to simply take over.

In fact, the government is over-
seeing things. But the official
responsible for that says he still
understands the discontent.

"If anybody is frustrated with
this response, [ would tell them
their symptoms are normal,
because I'm frustrated, too," said
Coast Guard Commandant Thad
Allen.

"Nobody likes to have a feeling
that you can't do something about
a very big problem," Allen told The
Associated Press Friday.

Still, as simple as it may seem
for the government to just take
over, the law prevents it, Allen said.

After the 1989 Exxon Valdez
spill in Alaska, Congress dictated
that oil companies be responsible
for dealing with major accidents —
including paying for all cleanup —
with oversight by federal agencies.
Spills on land are overseen by the

Environmental Protection Agency,
offshore spills by the Coast Guard.

"The basic notion is you hold
the responsible party account-
able, with regime oversight" from
the government, Allen said. "BP
has not been relieved of that
responsibility, nor have they
been relieved for penalties or for
oversight."

He and Coast Guard Adm. Mary
Landry, the federal onsite coordina-
tor, direct virtually everything BP
does in response to the spill — and
with a few exceptions have
received full cooperation, Allen
said.

White House press secretary
Robert Gibbs was even more
emphatic.

"There's nothing that we think
can and should be done that isn't
being done. Nothing," Gibbs said
Friday during a lengthy, often testy
exchange with reporters about the
response to the oil disaster.

There are no powers of inter-
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vention that the federal govern-
ment has available but has opted
not to use, Gibbs said.

Asked if President Barack
Obama had confidence in BP, Gibbs
said only: "We are continuing to
pusfyly BP to do everything that they
can.

The White House is expected
to announce Saturday that former
Florida Sen. Bob Graham and ex-
EPA Administrator William K.
Reilly will lead a presidential com-
mission investigating the oil spill.
Graham is a Democrat. Reilly
served as EPA administrator
under President George H.W.
Bush. The commission's inquiry
will range from the causes of the
spill to the safety of offshore oil
drilling.

BP spokesman Neil Chapman
said the federal government has
been "an integral part of the
response’ to the oil spill since
shortly after the April 20 explosion.

Texas Board Adopts New Social Studies Curriculum

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — The Texas State
Board of Education adopted a social studies
and history curriculum Friday that amends or
waters down the teaching of religious freedoms,
America’s relationship with the U.N. and hun-
dreds of other items.

The new standards were adopted after a
final showdown by two 9-5 votes along party
lines, after Democrats’ and moderate
Republicans’ efforts to delay a final vote failed.

The ideological debate over the guidelines,
which drew intense scrutiny beyond Texas, will
be used to determine what important political
events and figures some 4.8 million students
will learn about for the next decade.

The standards, which one Democrat called a
“travesty,” also will be used by textbook pub-
lishers who often develop materials for other
states based on guidelines approved in Texas,
although teachers in the Lone Star state have
latitude in deciding how to teach the material.

The board attempted to make more than 200
amendments this week alone, reshaping draft
standards that had been prepared over the last
year and a half by expert groups of teachers
and professors.

In one of the most significant changes lead-
ing up to the vote, the board watered down the
rationale for the separation of church and state
in a high school government class, pointing out
that the words were not in the Constitution and
requiring that students compare and contrast
the judicial language with the wording in the
First Amendment.

They also rejected language to modernize
the classification of historic periods to B.C.E.
and C.E. from the traditional B.C. and A.D., and
agreed to replace Thomas Jefferson as an exam-
ple of an influential political philosopher in a
world history class. They also required stu-
dents to evaluate efforts by global organizations
such as the United Nations to undermine U.S.
sovereignty.

Former board chairman Don McLeroy, one
of the board’s most outspoken conservatives,
said the Texas history curriculum has been
unfairly skewed to the left after years of
Democrats controlling the board and he just
wants to bring it back into balance.

“I'm proud to have my name on this docu-
ment,” Republican board member Barbara
Cargill said shortly before the vote.

Another Republican board member, David
Bradley, said the curriculum revision process
has always been political — but this time, the
ruling faction had changed since the last time
social studies standards were adopted.

“We took our licks, we got outvoted,” he said
referring to the debate from 10 years earlier.
“Now it’s 10-5 in the other direction ... we're an
elected body, this is a political process. Outside
that, go find yourself a benevolent dictator.”

GOP board member Geraldine Miller was
absent during the votes.”

During the monthslong revision process,
conservatives strengthened requirements on
teaching the Judeo-Christian influences of the
nation’s Founding Fathers and required that the
U.S. government be referred to as a “constitu-
tional republic,” rather than “democratic.”
Students will be required to study the decline in
the value of the U.S. dollar, including the aban-
donment of the gold standard.

Educators have blasted the curriculum pro-
posals for politicizing education. Teachers also
have said the document is too long and will
force students to memorize lists of names
rather than thinking critically.

Officials: NYC

Bomb Suspect

Claims Taliban
Support

NEW YORK (AP) — The Times
Square bomb suspect claimed
during his lengthy interrogation
that he received financial sup-
port from the Pakistani Taliban
for his failed one-man operation,
two U.S. law enforcement officials
close to the probe said Friday.

Investigators believe funding
for Faisal Shahzad in the United
States was channeled through an
underground money transfer net-
work known as “hawala,” the offi-
cials said. But, one official told
The Associated Press, “there’s a
belief that no one in the U.S. who
got him the funds was aware of
what they were for.”

The Pakistani-American was
the only person in the United
States who was “operational” in
the plot to attack Times Square
with a crude gasoline-and-
propane car bomb on May 1, the
official said. The bomb did not
explode and no one was hurt.

The officials spoke to the AP
on condition of anonymity
because the investigation has not
been completed.

The attempted attack set off a
massive probe involving hun-
dreds of federal agents in several
cities. Nearly three weeks later,
investigators have so far conclud-
ed that once he was funded,
Shahzad acted alone, the offi-
cials said.

Three men were arrested last
week in New England on immi-
gration charges as authorities
followed the money trail.
Authorities said they were sus-
pected of providing money for
Shahzad; a prosecutor said one
had Shahzad’s cell phone num-
ber and his first name written on
an envelope in his apartment.

All have denied knowing any-
thing about the plot.

“They have no connection to
this man,” Saher Macarius, a
lawyer for two of the men, said
Friday.

Federal prosecutors had no
comment on Friday. There no
immediate reply to a phone mes-
sage left for Shahzad’s lawyer.

The investigation’s main
asset has been Shahzad. After he
waived his right to an initial
court appearance and agreed to 285 akota Ave. . | (605 352-2001
cooperate after his May 3 arrest,
a special interrogation team of
FBI, CIA and Defense
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8530 smartphone

FREE
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Department investigators was
brought in to grill him in a
Brooklyn hotel room, an official
said.

The team was there to “build
his trust,” the official said. “But
he was never really worried
about talking. It was clear from
the start, he wanted to.”
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