
BY DARLENE SUPERVILLE
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — In a remark-
able 36 hours of his presidency,
Barack Obama carried a momen-
tous secret and gave no hint of it
as he consoled tornado victims,
delivered a college commence-
ment address and cracked jokes
at a black-tie dinner.

What few insiders knew was
that Obama gave the go-ahead
Friday for the military operation
that would end with the death of
terrorist leader Osama bin
Laden, target of the world’s most
intense manhunt. 

After giving his consent,
Obama, wife Michelle and daugh-

ters Sasha and
Malia left the
White House on a
busy day of
travel, with three
stops in two
states.

In Alabama,
one of several
Southern states
battered by fierce

tornados, Obama assumed his
role as consoler in chief as he
and the first lady got an up-close
look at communities in
Tuscaloosa that had been flat-
tened by the twisters.

Next stop: Cape Canaveral,
Fla., even though Endeavour’s
launch, the next to last one be-

fore the shuttle fleet is retired,
had been scrubbed for technical
reasons well before Obama left
Alabama. He stuck to his sched-
ule, touring NASA facilities with
his family. He also met privately
with wounded Rep. Gabrielle Gif-
fords, D-Ariz. Her husband, Mark
Kelly, is the shuttle commander. 

The president also delivered
an evening commencement ad-
dress at Miami Dade College be-
fore returning to Washington.

Obama wore a poker face
throughout the weekend.

On Saturday, Obama attended
the White House Correspon-
dents’ Association annual dinner
and lobbed a few barbs at Don-
ald Trump after having endured

weeks of attacks by the prospec-
tive Republican presidential can-
didate over whether Obama is
U.S.-born.

On Sunday, Obama headed for
the Andrews Air Force Base golf
course, as he does on many
weekends when the weather is
nice. But he only played nine
holes, instead of his customary
18, and left after about four

hours. The reporters who accom-
pany him on public outings
thought the chilly, rainy weather
played into his decision to leave
hours earlier than usual.

Actually, Obama was headed
for a meeting to review final
preparations for the operation
against bin Laden.

In retrospect, there were some
meager clues that something may
have been going on. Obama went

straight to the Oval Office in his
golf shoes, instead of to the resi-
dence as he normally does after
golf. Photos showed him looking
tense and clench-jawed.

All became clear late Sunday
when Obama told the nation
shortly before midnight that bin
Laden had been killed at the
hands of U.S. forces.

“The death of Osama bin
Laden is the start of the end of
something. What, we don’t know
yet,” Niebrugge added. “We grew
up in a time where we didn’t
know what war was about and
we didn’t know that America
wasn’t invincible. You grow up
with that feeling because nothing
had ever happened, so we didn’t
even worry about. So when
something like 9/11 happened, it
was a culture shock. It put back
into our reality that we could be
attacked.”

Yankton High School principal
Dr. Wayne Kindle explained that
he felt one reason that the death
of bin Laden resonated with the
students so deeply was the close
ties the community had with the
war on terrorism.

“I think this is personal for a
lot of families in Yankton, particu-
larly with the involvement of
Charlie Battery in our community
through the years,” he said. “I
think it is really put into perspec-
tive when we talk about 9/11,
why we went to war and where
we are at now. It all ties in to-
gether with what happened (Sun-
day.)”

The four seniors explained
that the announcement that bin
Laden had been killed was the
main topic of conversation begin-
ning Sunday night with a wave of
text messages, phone calls and
Facebook posts.

“It was all over Facebook, all
over TV,” Rembold said. “People
were texting about it last night. I
got a text last night and I was like,
‘What?’ I had to flip over and go
watch it. It makes you question
what is going to happen next. I
wonder if his death is going to
cause more attacks. I think he
probably had a plan that if I die,

this is what is going to happen.
So, even with his death I think
that he had something planned
that we have to watch out for. I
wonder what is next.”

Niebrugge agreed, saying she
knows bin Laden’s death will have
a big impact in general, because
the focus was on terrorism and
Osama bin Laden. Now, as a coun-
try, the United States has to worry
about who is going to come up as
the next threat. 

Dumke added, “We know that
there is the possibility of retalia-
tion and new leaders coming out
because of this. There is a lot of
things that could happen. Yemen
could become a bigger turmoil
mess. All the African and Middle
Eastern countries that have weak
governments and Taliban or al-
Qaida cells in them — anything
could really happen.”

The students said that, in their
government class today, they did
a role-play activity where they
had to debrief President Obama
on how finding bin Laden oc-
curred.

“We talked about how this
(war), was completely different
because it is a war on terror and
not a war on a country,”
Niebrugge explained. “Bin Laden
was an extreme terrorist. They
did the exact right thing because
they got him. They did the job
and got out of there.

“It will be a struggle to deter-
mine how this affects our relation-
ships with Pakistan because that
is where we found him, and

Afghanistan, too. I think it is going
to be a huge focus that it was an
American-led Navy SEAL opera-
tion. I don’t know if that is a good
thing or to take it as a bad thing.”

One change for the students,
between third grade and now, is
they comprehend that they are a
part of living history.

“When 9/11 happened we were
so young. Now we understand it,
we can comprehend that his
death represents a change,”
Wuestewald said. “This has kind
of gone on for my entire life.”

Kindle said his discussions
with the students Monday had
surprised him, but more than any-
thing made him proud of the stu-
dents at the school.

“This today is something that
our kids will look back and know
that they were a part of it when it
happened. ... But, no, I didn’t ex-
pect the reaction from the kids,
not just here but across the coun-
try,” he said. 

“For these kids it is a victory
and gives a sense of American
pride. ... I think it is more about
what this stood for, that there was
some justice done in the eyes of
people and American pride that
came out because of this. It was a
defining moment for our country
and these students whose lives
will forever be touched by the
events.”
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SOUTH DAKOTA:  ABERDEEN, BRITTON, DELL RAPIDS, DE SMET, EUREKA, FLANDREAU, GREGORY, 
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[  WE’RE LOOKING DEEPER TO BRING YOU BETTER CANCER TREATMENTS. ]

Beating cancer takes every tool. Every page of research. Every ounce of 

persistence. At Avera, it’s in our DNA to look deeper. Our nationally ranked 

cancer program is here for you, with four cancer centers and 41 outreach 

centers throughout the region. All so the road to recovery never takes you far 

from home. To fi nd a cancer specialist, call 1-877-AT-AVERA or visit Avera.org.

 Yankton Mall

  Midwest Custom Marble Midwest Custom Marble Midwest Custom Marble
 • Vanity tops • Shower Bases & Surrounds

 • Fireplace Surrounds • Window Sills & Flat Stock
 • Solid Surface • Cultured Marble & Natural Granite

 • Kitchen & Baths

 605-668-0765  or  605-661-9271
 215 Mulberry St. • Yankton,  SD

 www.midwestcustommarble.com

 Yankton Transmission 
 Specialists Specialists

 (605) 665-1175
 2409 East Highway 50

 • Transmissions • Drive Lines
 • Transfer Cases • Differentials
 2 Year / 24,000 Guarantee

 Teleflora Specials
 Magnificent Mom . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 47 95

 Indulge Her . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 82 95

 Pied Piper Creations
 Simple & Sweet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 11 95

 Seeds of Love . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 29 95

 No Place Like Home *

 Mason jar filled with garden flowers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 36 95

 Mom’s Garden In A Glass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 39 95

 Dazzler Dozen Roses Vased . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 63 95

 “Across Town or Across the Country, We Deliver Living Art.”

 Gifts to Make
 Mom’s Day

 * SPECIAL BONUS
 $5.00 Magilly’s Gift Certificate

 Blooming Plants
 We can always dress up any 
 plant in a nice container

 Mum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 19 95

 Begonia . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 19 95

 Kalanchoe . . . . . . . . . $ 22 95

 Hydrangea . . . . . . . . $ 29 95

 Azalea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 34 95

 Outdoor Gardens
 Hanging Baskets & Patio Planters

     Balloons • Candy
 Corsages
 Single Orchid . . . . . $ 13 95

 Double Orchid . . . $ 19 95

 Mixed Corsages
 starting at . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 9 95

 15th & Broadway • Yankton, SD •  665-7700  • www.piedpiperflowers.com
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BIN LADEN

Obama Kept A Poker Face After Giving Strike Order

Obama

“When 9/11 happened we

were so young. Now we

understand it, we can

comprehend that his

death represents a

change. This has kind of

gone on for my entire

life.”

MICHAELA WUESTEWALD 


