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WASHINGTON — The dramatic
raid on Osama bin Laden’s com-
pound in a Pakistani suburb this
week capped a decade-long man-
hunt, but it also revealed just how
wrong the U.S. had been about
where the world’s most wanted
terrorist was hiding.

Time and again, the nation’s
top national security officials told
each other and the world that their
best intelligence suggested that
bin Laden was living along the
mountainous, ungoverned border
of Pakistan and Afghanistan.

In reality, bin Laden was living
comfortably in the bustling town of
Abbottabad, known for its good
schools and relative affluence. He
was living in a walled compound in
a military town, hundreds of miles
from the mountainous, lawless
tribal regions. There were no heav-
ily armed security guards, as some
intelligence officials assumed there
would be. Thanks to a satellite
dish, which officials believe was
for television reception only, bin
Laden would have been able watch
American security forces chase
him around the wrong part of the
country.

America’s belief that bin Laden
was hiding on the Pakistani fron-
tier was based on two assump-
tions, former intelligence officials
said. The first was that bin Laden
would stay close to his devotees
for protection, and al-Qaida has
thrived in the tribal areas of North
and South Waziristan. The second
was that if bin Laden had ventured
into more civilized areas, his pres-
ence would be noticeable, first by
locals and then by Pakistani and
U.S. intelligence services.

But bin Laden realized that
there are two primary ways the
U.S. catches terrorists: from elec-
tronic surveillance and spies. And
for years, he managed to distance
himself from both.

He kept phone and Internet
lines out of his house. Rather than
employ legions of armed guards
whose patrols could be noticed by
satellites, he surrounded himself
with high walls and only his most
trusted aides. The U.S. could inter-
rogate his foot soldiers and man-
agers all it wanted. He’d still be
safe.

Soon, the idea of bin Laden hid-
ing in a cave become part of his
mythology. And with so little intel-
ligence coming in, the CIA’s best
analysts continued to say bin
Laden was probably in the tribal
regions. Occasionally there were
indications to the contrary, but
they were never anything solid.

In 2007, for instance, when bin
Laden issued a video, some in the
CIA’s Counterterrorism Center be-
lieved his face did not show the
strain of someone who had en-
dured years of airstrikes, moving
furtively across rough terrain, for-
mer senior intelligence officials
said, speaking on condition of
anonymity to discuss secret
intelligence.

In hindsight, they were right. By
then, bin Laden had likely been liv-
ing in Abbottabad for roughly two
years, with easy access to gro-
ceries and medicine.

But at the time, that hunch did-
n’t prove anything. Bin Laden
would be well fed, protected and
cared for, even along the hostile
border with Afghanistan, the ana-
lysts concluded. With no reliable
informants and no electronic sur-
veillance, there was simply not
enough to change the prevailing
wisdom. Some in the Counterter-
rorism Center believed bin Laden

was hiding in Dir, a far-flung town
on Pakistan’s northern border. 

Goss said he was always confi-
dent that bin Laden was in north-
ern Pakistan but never had any
indication he was in a densely pop-
ulated area so far to the east.

While the CIA was wrong about
the location of bin Laden’s hide-
out, it was absolutely right about
how the U.S. would someday get
the terrorist mastermind. CIA offi-
cers believed for years that bin
Laden’s vulnerability was his re-
liance on couriers. In fact, some-
time in 2006 or 2007, the agency all
but stopped chasing reported bin

Laden sightings, which had always
been dead ends, and made the
couriers the primary focus of their
hunt, a former senior intelligence
official said.

It was around that time that the
CIA had learned the true identity of
a trusted courier known by the
nom de guerre Abu Ahmed al-
Kuwaiti. Piecing together intelli-
gence gathered from captured
terrorists over the course of sev-
eral years, the agency was confi-
dent that if it found al-Kuwaiti, it
could be the best shot at finding
bin Laden.

Finally, in the middle of last

year, al-Kuwaiti was caught on a
wiretap. He was far from bin
Laden’s compound, but it was
enough to put the CIA on his tail.
Last fall, he unwittingly led the
agency to bin Laden’s doorstep.

When President Barack Obama
announced bin Laden’s death, for-
mer officials said the years of fruit-
less searches were wiped away.

Goss said he got a courtesy call
on Sunday, cryptically telling him
to watch the news that night. He
said it was clear what was about to
be announced.

“My feeling was it was certainly
worth the wait,” he said.
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Americans Want A Chance To Talk To SEALs
SAN DIEGO (AP) — Patrons in bars across the country are rais-

ing toasts in the air, hoping the gesture of gratitude would some-
how reach the clandestine Navy SEAL team that took down Osama
bin Laden. Millions others are turning to social networks with their
thoughts.

For many of them, it feels frustratingly incomplete to be de-
prived the chance to see the faces of those they consider heroes
for killing the world’s most-wanted terrorist.

Scores of people responded to the question posed by The Asso-
ciated Press on its Facebook page: “What would you tell the Navy
SEAL team that killed Osama bin Laden if you could convey a
message?”

“I don’t know what is more impressive — that you did this with
such excellence and secrecy, or that this was just another day at
the office,” Pamela Jardieu-Aderman responded. “Thank you to all
of the SEALS for a lifetime of sharp swords and full hearts... you
guys make America extremely proud, even though we never get to
tell you to your faces.”

The 40-year-old freelance grant writer and photographer from
Utica, N.Y., said in a follow-up e-mail to the AP that she is glad the
SEALs’ identities are not being revealed to protect them, but she
wishes there was some way the nation could show its gratitude on
a large-scale. She suggested a tribute in the form of a White House
electronic bulletin board for messages, or a national day of volun-
teerism, or a ceremony for the SEALs.

Leader Of Geronimo’s Tribe Seeks Apology 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The leader of Apache warrior Geronimo’s

tribe is asking President Barack Obama for a formal apology for the
government’s use of the revered figure’s moniker as a code name
for Osama bin Laden.

Fort Sill Apache Tribal Chairman Jeff Houser sent a letter to the
president Tuesday, saying equating the legendary Apache warrior
to a “mass murderer and cowardly terrorist” was painful and offen-
sive to all Native Americans.

The letter was posted Wednesday morning on the Oklahoma
tribe’s website.

“Right now Native American children all over this country are
facing the reality of having one of their most revered figures being
connected to a terrorist and murderer of thousands of innocent
Americans,” Houser wrote. “Think about how they feel at this
point.”

Houser noted Obama was elected on a message of compassion
and change. Forever linking the memory of Geronimo to “one of the
most despicable enemies this country has ever had” shows neither
compassion to Native Americans nor change in perception of Indi-
ans or their struggle, he said.

Anxiety Rises With Water On The Mississippi 
HICKMAN, Ky. (AP) — People along the lower Mississippi River

and its tributaries packed up their belongings and emergency
workers feverishly filled sandbags as high water pushed its way
downstream Wednesday in a slow-motion disaster that could break
flood records dating to the Depression.

From Illinois to Mississippi, thousands of people have already
been forced from their homes, and anxiety is rising along with the
mighty river, even though it could be a week or two before some of
the most severe flooding hits.

“I’ve never seen it this bad,” said 78-year-old Joe Harrison, who
has lived in the same house in Hickman since he was 11 months
old.

Floodwaters from the Mississippi turned his house into an is-
land — dry but surrounded by water. He has been using a boat to
get to his car, parked on dry ground along a highway that runs by
his house.

Up and down the Big Muddy, farmers braced for a repeat of the
desperate strategy employed earlier this week in Missouri, where
Army engineers blew up a levee and sacrificed vast stretches of
farmland to protect populated areas upstream.

Afghan Taliban Likely To Rethink Al-Qaida Ties
KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — Osama bin Laden’s death is likely

to revive a debate within the Afghan Taliban about their ties to al-
Qaida — a union the U.S. insists must end if the insurgents want to
talk peace.

The foundation of their relationship is believed to be rooted in
bin Laden’s long friendship with the Taliban’s reclusive one-eyed
leader, Mullah Mohammed Omar, who might now find it more palat-
able to break with al-Qaida and negotiate a settlement to the war.
Much may depend on the newly chastened power-broker next
door: Pakistan.

“I think now is an opportunity for the Taliban to end their rela-
tions with al-Qaida,” said Waheed Muzhda, a Kabul-based analyst
and former foreign ministry official under the Taliban regime that
was toppled in late 2001.

Zabiullah Mujahid, a spokesman for the Afghan Taliban, said it
was too early to comment.

But the death of the world’s top terrorist gives momentum to-
ward finding a political solution to the nearly decade-long war, ac-
cording to analysts familiar with U.S. officials’ stepped-up effort
this year to push a peace agenda.

US Appeals Asked To Strike Down Health Care
ATLANTA (AP) — More than two dozen states challenging the

health care overhaul urged a U.S. appeals court on Wednesday to
strike down the Obama administration’s landmark law, arguing it
far exceeds the federal government’s powers.

The motion, filed on behalf of 26 states, urges the 11th Circuit
Court of Appeals in Atlanta to uphold a Florida federal judge’s rul-
ing that the overhaul’s core requirement is unconstitutional. The
judge, U.S. District Judge Roger Vinson, said Congress cannot re-
quire nearly all Americans to carry health insurance.

Allowing the law to go forward, the states argued in the 69-page fil-
ing, would set a troubling precedent that “would imperil individual lib-
erty, render Congress’s other enumerated powers superfluous, and
allow Congress to usurp the general police power reserved to the
states.”

So far, three federal judges, all Democratic appointees, have upheld
the law. Vinson and the Virginia judge, both Republicans appointees,
ruled against it. It seems certain that the broad health care challenge
will be resolved only by the nation’s top court, and Vinson suggested
in a March ruling that the “Supreme Court may eventually be split on
this issue as well.”

The filing comes about a month after the Justice Department for-
mally appealed Vinson’s ruling, arguing that Congress had the power
to require most people to buy health insurance or face tax penalties
because Congress has the authority to regulate interstate business.

Nurse Gets Jail Time In Suicide Encouragement
FARIBAULT, Minn. (AP) — A former nurse who helped persuade two

people he met online to kill themselves was sentenced Wednesday to
nearly a year in jail, a punishment tailored to force him to return to jail
each year for a decade to spend the anniversaries of his victims’
deaths behind bars.

William Melchert-Dinkel was convicted of two counts of aiding sui-
cide under a rarely used Minnesota law. Prosecutors said he posed on-
line as a suicidal nurse and encouraged a Canadian woman and a
British man to commit suicide.

Judge Thomas Neuville’s sentence was less than the maximum 15
years Melchert-Dinkel could have gotten for each count. Neuville offi-
cially sentenced Melchert-Dinkel to six-and-a-half years in prison —
but stayed execution of that sentence, meaning Melchert-Dinkel will go
to prison only if he violates terms of his probation, which includes the
jail time. He’ll be on probation for 15 years.

Neuville compared Melchert-Dinkel’s conduct to stalking, describ-
ing it as calculated, intentional, and fraudulent. But he also said that
while Melchert-Dinkel’s conduct was directly related to the deaths, he
wasn’t the sole reason the victims took their lives.

Melchert-Dinkel declined a jury trial, leaving Neuville to decide
whether he was guilty. He was convicted in the death of 32-year-old
Mark Drybrough, of Coventry, England, who hanged himself in 2005;
and 18-year-old Nadia Kajouji, of Brampton, Ontario, who jumped into
a frozen river in 2008.
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