T midwest

Redistricting Debate Continues

Literacy Draws Linda
Daugaard’s Interest

PIERRE (AP) — Linda Dau-
gaard plans to promote youth
literacy during her time as
South Dakota’s first lady.

The wife of Gov. Dennis
Daugaard said reading is the
basis for all learning and can
never begin too soon.

She plans to be involved in
a program that provides age-
appropriate books for infants
through 5-year-olds.

The former teacher and
school librarian will visit class-
rooms to read to elementary
students and wants to collect
and donate used books to
them.

Gov Lifts Recreational
Ban on Big Sioux

PIERRE (AP) — The Big
Sioux River in eastern South
Dakota is open for boating and
other recreational uses again.

The governor signed an
order in mid-March putting it
off limits because of dangers
from its rapid flow and
flooding.

He’s lifted the ban because
flooding has subsided.

Still, the Game, Fish and
Parks Department said people
using the river should watch
for logs and other debris and
be especially careful below
dams where swirling water can
trap boats and canoes.

Nebraska County
Looking To Ditch Jail

FREMONT, Neb. (AP) —
Dodge County board supervi-
sors are looking to ditch the
county’s aging jail and send all
of the county’s inmates to a
jail in neighboring Saunders
County.

If an agreement is reached,
Dodge County would continue
to operate a booking facility
and house prisoners until they
are taken to Saunders County.
Dodge County jail employees
would be offered a severance
package.

Supervisor Rob George told
the Fremont Tribune that a
final agreement could come as
quickly as May 18, the next
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LINCOLN, Neb. — Nebraska’s
great redistricting debate is ex-
pected to intensify next week
when a legislative panel opens its
plans to public input, and oppo-
nents craft amendments to re-
draw the lines.

The Legislature’s Redistricting
Committee approved a proposed
Congressional map Thursday that
political observers say will likely
favor the GOP. The 5-4 vote fell on
party lines on the majority-Repub-
lican panel.

Northeast Sarpy County would
undergo one of the greatest
changes, with voters in Bellevue
and Offutt Air Force Base shifting
away from Omaha and into the
more rural, eastern Congressional
District represented by Republi-
can U.S. Rep. Jeff Fortenberry of
Lincoln. The area had occupied
part of the Omaha-based 2nd Con-
gressional District.

The plan would keep Republi-
can-friendly towns like La Vista

and Papillion in the district, repre-
sented by Republican U.S. Rep.
Lee Terry. It also could dilute the
modest Democratic presence that
helped Barack Obama win one of
Nebraska’s electoral votes, said
Creighton University political sci-
ence professor Sue Crawford.

Crawford said eastern Sarpy
County includes a greater mix of
incomes that has led some De-
mocrats to believe it’s winnable.
The proposed map, she said,
boosts Terry’s re-election odds.

The section of Sarpy County
within the 2nd District holds
nearly 22,000 registered Democ-
rats, nearly 32,000 Republicans
and about 17,000 independent
voters. Douglas County has more
than 125,000 registered Democ-
rats, about 120,000 Republicans
and nearly 65,787 independent
voters.

The issue of redistricting has
historically contentious through-
out the country, and Nebraska is
no exception. In 2001, Saline
County Democrats unsuccessfully
sued to challenge their county’s

move into the Republican-domi-

nated 3rd Congressional District.

That same year, then-Douglas
County Election Commissioner

Scott Lautenbaugh sued the state
to challenge the constitutionality

of redrawn political boundary
lines for state senators. Lauten-

baugh, who is now a state senator,
alleged that newly drawn districts

in Douglas County violated the
Nebraska Constitution because
they did not follow county lines.
Lawmakers have also ad-
vanced a legislative map that is
likely to ignite debate. The pro-
posed legislative map set for de-

bate would continue a split in two
south Omaha districts with heavy

Hispanic populations. It would

move Custer County in central Ne-

braska out of the northern-cen-
tral, ranch-heavy Sand Hills
counties that fill Valentine Sen.
Deb Fischer’s district. That dis-
trict would absorb Sheridan,
Dawes, Grant and part of Box
Butte counties in the northwest,
which are represented by
Ellsworth Sen. LeRoy Louden.

S.D. Court Upholds Conviction
For Basement Repair Deception

CHET BROKAW
Associated Press

PIERRE — The South Dakota
Supreme Court upheld for the
second time on Thursday a man’s
conviction for deceiving an older
woman into hiring him to do
work he said would stop a leak in
her basement.

James Douglas Lawrence, 49,
argued that he was unfairly con-
victed of theft by deception be-
cause evidence at his trial failed
to show he specifically intended
to defraud the Hutchinson
County woman.

However, the Supreme Court
ruled unanimously that evidence
clearly showed Lawrence in-
tended to deceive the woman by
doing work he knew would not
stop the leak and by telling her
she would be reimbursed by a
federal agency.

Lawrence was convicted in
2003 of theft by deception and

sentenced to 25 years in prison.

He persuaded the woman to
let him waterproof her basement
in 1996 after fraudulently telling
her that the Federal Emergency
Management Agency would reim-
burse her for the $5,000 cost, ac-
cording to court documents.

“Lawrence’s work was utterly
deficient,” Justice John K. Ko-
nenkamp wrote for the Supreme
Court.

While Lawrence applied a
water sealant to the basement
wall, it was not an effective wa-
terproofing material, the high
court said. He also drilled several
holes in the basement walls and
filled them with concrete, but ex-
pert witnesses said that did not
strengthen the walls.

Lawrence told the woman that
FEMA would reimburse her for
the cost of the work, but agency
officials later told her the reim-
bursement program had ended
about two years before Lawrence
did the work.
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2011 Chevrolet Camaros

Camaro was developed to be 21st century on every level -
from its awe-inspiring design to its outstanding performance.
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2011 Chevrolet Traverses

Awarded an overall 5-star safety rating, the stylish, fuel-efficient Chevrolet
Traverse helps protect you and your loved ones while adapting to your needs.

* $25,990

Starting

AND 2.9% APR
up to 60 months

2011 Chevrolet Cruzes

Cruze challenges conventional compact wisdom with one simple word - more.
Cruze Eco has the best buy mileage of any gas engine in America.

$15,990

- OR LEASE -

LEV $8,497.50

$2,000 down

$31J 99 /mo. $31J 3}‘9)_/mo.+
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only

2011 GMC Acadia AWDs

Sophisticated styling, performance, agility and turning, are all
the reasons why the Acadia stands out above the competition.

929,990

* Prices do not include $75.00 documentation fee. After Rebate & Down Payment Assistance, where applicable. W. A.C.

only

Starting (

OR 0% APR
up to 60 months

Take advantage of extremely low lease options on Sierra and
Silverado, and save money while driving more truck!

$26,990 |

- OR LEASE -

$j2_|)8j,9)/ mo.’ $2Jz.9)/mo.+

LEV $17252.50

$2 000 down

+39 month, 10,000 miles/year. 1st payment due at signing. TT&L not included. W.A.C.
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regularly scheduled board
meeting.

He says Saunders County
supervisors likely will vote on

BEST MILITARY DISCGOUNT FROM ANY CAR COMPANY
WE W".l. HONOR ANY COMPETITOR AD!

the agreement at their May 17
meeting.

George says as soon as an
agreement is signed, moving
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people who encounter a UPS
employee to ask for
identification.

The email appears to come
from the Sioux Falls Police De-
partment, but officials there
say that isn’t the case and the
information in the email is not
true. Police in Yankton also
have issued a statement alert-
ing people about the bogus
email.

1995A Just in time for summer!

$10,900

#ADAM, “Phatail”,
1,950 miles, silver, 1-owner,
Klockwerk Kustom

3100 Broadway ¢ Yankton, SD
(6/05)) 665-4500 ¢« (888) 876-7705




