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PLAYING FOR LAUGHS

Edgy comedy, sophisticated
dramedy, family-friendly farce,
love, laughter — it’s all here.
Woody Allen directs “Midnight In
Paris” (May 27), an Allenesque
rom-com with Owen Wilson,
Rachel McAdams, and France’s
first lady, Carla Bruni-Sarkozy ...
Jim Carrey tries winning back au-
diences with “Mr. Popper’s Pen-
guins” (June 17), playing a
business guy who huddles with
some cute waddling antarctic
birds ... Cameron Diaz is the titu-
lar terror of “Bad Teacher” (June
24), a soused instructress looking
to bag Justin Timberlake ... Jason
Bateman, Charlie Day and Jason
Sudeikis conspire to kill their
“Horrible Bosses” (July 8) in the
dark, Seth Gordon-directed com-
edy ... “Crazy, Stupid, Love” (July
29) tries to work yuks out of mari-
tal discord, with Steve Carell,
Ryan Gosling and Julianne Moore.

OUT OF THE BOX

Happily, even on the summer
season’s formula-filled slate,
there’s room for the offbeat, the
strange, the picture that doesn’t
fit neatly into a slot. In “Every-
thing Must Go” (May 13) funny-
man Will Ferrell tries his hand at
the serious business of playing a
drunk who has just lost his job
and his wife ... In “Submarine”
(June 10), a Scottish teen tries to
lose his virginity, and eccentric
behavior (and filmmaking) en-
sues. Wes McAnderson, anyone?
... Ewan McGregor, Christopher
Plummer, and Melanie Laurent
star in “Beginners” (June 3), a
very personal project from
“Thumbsucker’s” Mike Mills ...
One of the hottest properties to
come out of this year’s Sundance,
“Another Earth” (July 22) is an
indie sci-fier starring Brit Marling
as an MIT student who discovers
a planet just like ours ... Zom-
bieland’s Jesse Eisenberg reteams
with director Ruben Fleischer in
“30 Minutes or Less” (Aug. 12), a
nutball caper comedy about a
pizza delivery guy coerced into
robbing a bank. Deadpan doofus
Danny McBride also stars.

Note: Release dates subject to
change.
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