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The Smoke Test Explained

BY TOM AND RAY MAGLIOZZI

Dear Tom and Ray:

['ve been driving for more
years than I care to say, but this
is the first I've heard of some-
thing called a “smoke test.” Re-
cently [ noticed a gas odor
coming from somewhere around
the back end of my car. I couldn’t
pinpoint it to any specific loca-
tion, e.g., around the gas cap, but
the odor was unmistakable. No
sign of any leaks on the garage
floor, and I didn’t smell anything
inside the car, including when
driving. I thought perhaps gas
somehow had been splashed on
the car, but after leaving it out in
the rain to wash it off (it was too
cold to get out the hose), the
smell persisted. I took it to a
chain repair place for a look, and
while they also could smell the
gas, they couldn’t see anything,
and said they’d have to start dis-
assembling things to find it. They
suggested that a better option
would be to have a “smoke test”
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done, but I'd have to take it to a
dealer, as they didn’t have that
equipment. So, what the heck is a
“smoke test,” and is that the best
option? - Chris

TOM: We used a primitive
smoke test back in the old days,
Chris.

RAY: My brother would just
blow smoke from his El Produc-
tos into the fuel filler opening,
and we'd see where it came out.
Then one day he dropped a lit

ash in there, and that was the
end of his beard AND the cus-
tomer’s Vega.

TOM: Yeah. But a smoke test
is the right approach for you,
Chris. We have a modern smoke
machine at our garage now. It
plays Deep Purple when you use
it.

RAY: Actually, you put baby
oil in it, and the oil heats up and
makes lots of smoke.

TOM: Then you feed the
smoke into the evaporative emis-
sions system (lots of cars even
have a test port for it), and it
pressurizes the whole system, in-
cluding the gas tank, with smoke.
If you see smoke coming out
somewhere, you know that’s
where the hole is.

RAY: Lots of cars have filler
neck tubes that corrode over
time and leak gas vapors. But
there are lots of valves inside the
evaporative emissions system
that leak, too. The smoke ma-
chine will help you figure out ex-
actly where it’s coming from.

USD Student Honored As
2011 Fulbright Scholar

VERMILLION — Brittni Badger
didn’t let the college experience
pass her by.

The University of South Dakota
senior has studied in Malaga,
Spain. She spent two weeks in
China with nine other USD stu-
dents. She has participated in
Greek Life as a member of the
Alpha Phi sorority and took part
in Dance Marathon, helping to
raise thousands of dollars for Chil-
dren’s Miracle Network. She’s
been a devoted member of Big
Pal, Little Pal for two years; a
youth soccer coach in the Vermil-
lion and Yankton area; and on
football Saturdays for two sea-
sons, she cheered on the Coyotes
from the sidelines as a member of
the USD Cheerleading Squad. And,
in the past year, she was named a
member of Mortar Board National
College Senior Honor Society, the
premier national honor society
recognizing outstanding college
seniors.

Badger’s commitment to help-
ing others and being involved in
campus and community activities
is certainly obvious and that has-
n't gone unnoticed as the elemen-
tary and special education major
from western South Dakota was
named as USD’s 30th recipient of
a scholarship from the Fulbright
Program — the flagship interna-
tional education exchange pro-
gram sponsored by the United
States government. In fact,
Badger is USD’s 13th Fulbright
Scholar since 1998.

“Brittni’s determination to suc-
ceed and gain strong skills in
Spanish was evident to me imme-
diately,” stated Teresa Piper, an in-
structor in the Languages,
Linguistics and Philosophy De-
partment who served as Badger’s
Spanish advisor. “She stood out as
one of the best among my stu-
dents because she understood
that in order to gain proficiency in
the language she needed to put in
extra time, and she did, she
worked very hard.”

Thanks to the grant from the
Fulbright Program, Badger will be
putting her Spanish language
skills to good use next academic
year as she will travel to Valencia,
Spain to teach English. She’s one
of only 10 college students apply-
ing for the Fulbright to receive a
grant to travel to this area of
Spain. It will be her second time
to Spain but third time studying
abroad.

“Studying abroad helps you un-
derstand who you are as a person
because you learn so much about
other cultures,” said Badger,
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daughter of Joni
Boub and Brady
Badger and step-
daughter of
Brenda Badger, all
of Pierre. “I recom-
mend studying
abroad for every-
one.”

While she isn’t
currently studying
abroad, she will travel to Spain in
the fall. Badger has been busy
traveling back and forth to Yank-
ton High School where she has
taught modified reading courses
to freshmen and sophomores. In
addition to her busy schedule as a
student, Badger is also balancing
the life of a student-teacher, wrap-
ping up her academic priorities
before graduating from The U
today (Saturday).

She isn’t sure what she wants
to do career-wise once she gradu-
ates but more traveling isn’t out
of the question.

“I think global teaching is a
possibility,” admitted Badger, a
2006 graduate of Lead-Deadwood
High School. “When I'm finished
(in Spain), I'll have a better pic-
ture of what [ want to do.”

No matter what she wants to
do, Badger has the determination
to succeed, according to Piper,
who said it wasn’t uncommon for
Badger to push herself - no mat-
ter the circumstance - to learn
more and more of the foreign lan-
guage, even when it was most dif-
ficult to pick up.

“She often sought additional
guidance outside of class and was
a joy to interact with,” Piper
added. “She was organized and
methodical about her questions
and enthusiastic about the lan-
guage. She pushed herself con-
stantly to improve and learn, and |
was thrilled when she planned to
study abroad, [ knew that would
take her to the next level of oral
proficiency that she was so com-
mitted to in class.”

Sponsored by the United
States Department of State, the
Fulbright Program was estab-
lished in 1946 to increase a mu-
tual understanding between
people of the United States and
other countries, through the ex-
change of persons, knowledge and
skills. The Fulbright Program also
provides funding for students,
scholars and professionals to un-
dertake graduate study, ad-
vanced research, university
teaching and teaching in elemen-
tary, and secondary schools.
Badger will be teaching at a Span-
ish school for 20 hours per week.

Badger

The rest of her time will be dedi-
cated to sharing cultural experi-
ences with the Spanish youth.

A member of the Rosebud
Sioux Tribe, Badger is eager to
share stories of her ancestors,
passed down to Badger by her
grandmother, as well as share
with the Spanish youngsters other
tribal rituals, especially dancing.
Her English Teaching Assistant-
ship in Spain will also require
Badger to prepare core lessons,
tutorials and, most importantly,
help others learn English and
about life in America. She believes
that her recent student-teaching
experiences have prepared her for
this opportunity outside of an
American classroom.

“Student teaching definitely
helps you take control of a class-
room,” she explained. “It gives
you more confidence and I'm re-
ally looking forward to seeing how
others around the world teach.”

Traveling is actually what
brought Badger to USD. Following
her graduation from high school,
Badger was determined to “be as
far away from home as possible.”
However, there was one caveat;
she was going to stay in the state
of South Dakota.

“My goal was to go as far away
from home as [ could go,” she said
with a smile, “but [ also had a
friend from Yankton. We had met
at a church camp when we were
12 years old, stayed in touch and
remained great friends through
high school. We grew up together
without growing up together.”

The two friends, living to-
gether off campus as senior class-
mates in The U’s School of
Education program, roomed to-
gether as freshmen and although
it will be sad to say goodbye,
Badger has enjoyed every mo-
ment of her college experience.

“I'd have to say I've had the ul-
timate college experience,” noted
Badger, who has three brothers,
Chris Boub and Drew and Alex
Badger. “I tried a lot of new things
that I had never done before and
was part of a great program at the
School of Education. This (Ful-
bright) opportunity only en-
hances what I've already done.”
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announce their engagment.

Parker of Yankton, SD, and Ed and Lisa
Oines of Canton, SD.

High School, and a 2010 graduate of the
University of Sioux Falls. She is a Fourth
Grade teacher at Robert Frost Elementary
in Sioux Falls, SD.

in 2007, and in 2011 from the University of
| Sioux Falls with a double major in Business

| Administration and Public Accounting.

wedding
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Amanda Parker and Andrew Oine\SE/

Parents of the couple are Brad and Jan

The bride is a 2006 graduate of Yankton

The groom graduated from Canton, SD,

The couple is planning a June 18, 2011,

\Mr. & Mrs. Du Wayne Obr

Marillyn and Du Wayne ({gg@

Obr of Yankton, SD,
will  celebrate  their
Anniversary on May 14, 2011.

The family is requesting a card
shower be sent to 702 East 15th
Street, Yankton, SD 57078.

Marillyn Lowe and Du Wayne Obr
were married on May 14, 1951.The
couple has four children: Mary (Joe)
Cummins, Casper, WY; Steve
(Luette) Obr, Yankton, SD; Cindy
(Dennis) Schumacher, Crofton, NE;
and Tim (Lori) Obr, Hudson, WI. )
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Friday, May 13th
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Nationally award-winning
designer will be at our
downtown location to
create a special piece of
jewelry from your old gold.
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Every purchase will

receive a discount!

Pop your balloon to find your
savings.Your purchase could be

FREE!
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1/2 karat Brilliant Round Diamond
pendant set in 14K yellow gold!

Guess the correct amount of
watches in the bowl and you could

win a men’s or women’s watch!
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Downtown ¢ 218 West 3rd St.
605-665-3225
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