
BY TOM AND RAY MAGLIOZZI

Dear Tom and Ray:
I have a 1998 Chrysler

Town and Country Minivan
with the six-cylinder engine.
Whenever I drive through a
puddle, the belt slips off. All
of the original undercarriage
guards are still present and in
factory condition. I have re-
placed the water pump, idler
pulley and tensioner, to no
avail. This occurs so often
that I must carry a specially
modified wrench underneath
my driver’s seat so I can stop
and put the belt back on. I
have become so proficient at
this that I can put the belt back on in less than four
minutes. The slightest amount of water will cause
the belt to slip off. During the winter melt and spring
rain, I must navigate the roads as if I am driving
through a field of land mines and avoid all pools of
water, regardless of size. I have asked numerous me-
chanics, both shadetree and dealership, but have
stumped them all. Can you explain the cause and
provide a solution so that I may hang the wrench
back up in my garage? -- William

RAY: Well, we can’t fix your car, William, but if
you really can change a belt in four minutes flat, I’d
be happy to offer you my brother’s job. 

TOM: Actually, this is a common problem with
Chrysler minivans of that era. Usually when a belt
slips off, it’s due to either a worn-out belt or a mis-
aligned pulley. 

RAY: If the pulleys aren’t all in the same exact

plane, the one that’s out of
line will try to tug the belt ei-
ther forward or backward out
of that plane, and with the
help of something slippery --
like some water -- it often can
succeed in pulling off the
belt.

TOM: And in fact,
Chrysler issued a Technical
Service Bulletin for this prob-
lem. For $300, Chrysler will
replace the mounting bracket
of the idler pulley to better
align it with the other pulleys. 

RAY: Unfortunately, we’ve
been told that often this
doesn’t solve the problem. 

TOM: So about five years
ago, Gates came up with a set of replacement parts
you can have installed that WILL solve the problem. 

RAY: The Gates kit contains a special double-
sided, grooved belt and matching grooved tensioner
and idler pulleys. So the belt matches the pulleys,
and sort of locks into place. That makes it much
harder for the belt to come off. 

TOM: The kit costs just over $100, and your me-
chanic can get it from his Gates supplier and install it
for you (we’re told Goodyear has a similar kit). Then
you can hang that wrench back up until the next
thing breaks. Good luck, William. 

Get more Click and Clack in their new book, “Ask
Click and Clack: Answers from Car Talk.” Got a ques-
tion about cars? Write to Click and Clack in care of this
newspaper, or e-mail them by visiting the Car Talk
website at www.cartalk.com.

   BY TED KOOSER
U.S. Poet Laurate, 2004-2006

Here’s a poem in which eight-year-old Ava Schicke, who lives in
Omaha, Neb., tells us just who she is and what she thinks.

I AM
I am a daughter and a sister.

I wonder when I will die.
I hear the warm weather coming.

I see stars in the day.
I want to learn my whole ballet dance.

I am a daughter and a sister.

I pretend to be a teacher at home.
I feel like I am a teacher.

I touch hands that are growing.
I worry that I will never change.

I cry when something or someone dies.
I am a daughter and a sister.

I understand that teachers work hard for students.
I say that I don’t like bullies.

I dream about me not moving while trying really hard to run.
I try to become a good friend.

I hope that there is no more dying or killing.
I am a daughter and a sister.

American Life in Poetry is made possible by The Poetry Foundation, pub-
lisher of Poetry magazine. It is also supported by the Department of English
at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Poem copyright ©2011 by Ava Schicke.
Introduction copyright 2011 by The Poetry Foundation. The introduction's au-
thor, Ted Kooser, served as United States Poet Laureate Consultant in Poetry
to the Library of Congress from 2004-2006. We do not accept unsolicited man-
uscripts.
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Who Do You Think You Are?

 www.klinesjewelryonline.com

 Downtown • 218 West 3rd St.
 605-665-3225

 David Kline, 
 Bernie & Geraine Kline

 & staff
 cordially invite you to their

 Anniversary Celebration
 1961-2011

 May 9th – May 14th
 Be a part of helping our community.

 Friday, May 13th 
 & Sat., May 14th

 Every purchase will 
 receive a discount!

 Pop your balloon to find your 
 savings.Your purchase could be 

 FREE !

 Bring in 3 non-perishable food 
 items and receive a pair of
 Pearl Earrings FREE * !
 * while supplies last

 Wednesday, May 11th
 Come see the most 
 beautiful cut diamonds from 
 Southern Africa. Our sales 
 rep will be in with our 
 full line of Southern Africa 
 private jewelry collection.

 50 th

 Nationally award-winning 
 designer will be at our 
 downtown location to 
 create a special piece of 
 jewelry from your old gold.
 Call for your appointment.

 WIN Register to  WIN  a... WIN
 1/2 karat Brilliant Round Diamond 

 pendant set in 14K yellow gold!

 Marcia

 Bernie & Geraine

 Guess the correct amount of 
 watches in the  bowl and you could 
 win a men’s or women’s watch!
 No purchase necessary.

 Deb

 Dawn

 A prayer in it’s simplest definition, 
 is merely a wish turned heavenward.

 –Phillips Brooks

 Riverview Reformed Church
 1700 Burleigh St., Yankton, 665-9204 • www.riverviewreformed.org

 312 W. 3rd • Yankton • 665-9092

 Sat., May 14 th  • 9AM-1PM
 Men’s & Women’s ~ Over 50 Styles!

 Boston Shoes to Boots

 Sandal Saturday

 Every Sandal on Sale!   Starting at  $ 20

 &
 Landscape

 665-4726
 660-8285

 4 Miles East of Yankton

 •  2ft. Colorado Blue Spruce . . . . $9
 •  2ft. Black Hills Spruce . . . . . . . . . . . $9
 • 6ft. Quaking Aspen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $14

 Container Trees

 •  8ft. Colorado Blue Spruce .  . $179
 • 20ft. Seedless Ash . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $325

 Trees Installed With Spade

 B R A D Y   T R E E   F A R M

 FREE ESTIMATES
 On Tree Service Work

CHUBBY ORTON
GAYVILLE —

Chubby Orton of
Gayville celebrated
his 80th birthday
May 4, 2011. The
event will be cele-
brated by his fam-
ily. 

A card shower
will be held in his
honor. 

Greetings may
be sent to Jim Orton, P.O. Box 27,
Gayville, SD 57031.

Orton
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Dakota Wesleyan
Awards 207
Diplomas

MITCHELL — During the 2011
Dakota Wesleyan Commencement
ceremony Saturday, more than
200 students were called upon to
put their talents and education
toward the service of others.

Robert G. Duffett, president of
Dakota Wesleyan University, con-
ferred degrees on 207 graduates
during commencement April 30 at
the Corn Palace. Master of Arts
degrees were presented to 14 stu-
dents; Bachelor of Arts degrees
went to 127 students in a variety
of disciplines; and another 66 stu-
dents received Associate of Arts
degrees. 

The following is a list of area
degree recipients:

Master of Arts degrees: 
Yankton – Richard Erickson III,

M.A., Secondary Education Certi-
fication

Bachelor of Arts degrees
(names followed by *** indicates
Summa Cum Laude, ** Magna
Cum Laude; and * Cum Laude):

Freeman – Jacqueline Weier, El-
ementary Education**

Lesterville – Steven Bloch,
Business Administration with em-
phasis in Finance

Parkston – William Murtha,
double major – B.A. in Psychology
and Criminal Justice, and an A.A.
in Nursing

Springfield – McKenzie Dvo-
racek, Athletic Training**

Creighton, Neb. – Jayna Mor-
rill, B.A., History Education

Associate of Arts degrees in
Nursing (names followed by * in-
dicates graduating with honors):

Centerville – Jill Heidebrecht
Lake Andes – Brandi Gravatt;

Johna Kern
Parker – Michelle Buyck
Parkston – Caitlin Bailey; Heidi

Leischner
Platte – Jamie VanderPol
Tabor – Megan Kloucek
Viborg – Brandi Peterson

USF Accepting
DCP Scholarship

Applications
The University of Sioux Falls is

currently accepting applications
for enrollment into its Degree
Completion Program (DCP). The
next session begins June 7, and
anyone accepted into the program
will receive a one-time, sign-up
scholarship of $500.  

DCP was created specifically
for adults who want to complete
their degrees while still working,
raising a family or pursuing other
interests. DCP allows students to
earn a degree in management, ac-
counting or entrepreneurial stud-
ies in convenient class schedules
one evening per week in the class-
room, online and hybrid (mix of
online and on-campus instruction)
in less than two years. 

For more information about
DCP or to enroll in the program,
contact the DCP office at 605-331-
6735, dcp.web@usiouxfalls.edu or
www.usiouxfalls.edu/dcp. 

S C H O L A S T I C S

Big, Boom Bang
Kick-Off In Progress

The Yankton Area Chamber of
Commerce announces the kickoff
fundraising drive for the 150th Big,
Boom, Bang Fourth of July Cele-
bration. 

The annual Yankton Fourth of
July celebration takes place in
Riverside Park. The fireworks dis-
play is funded by the community
through donations. The celebra-
tion is always held on the July 4.
(In the event of inclement weather,
it will be held on July 5.)

“Pete Hittle and My Jazz
Friends” will be performing patri-
otic music starting at 7:45 p.m. up
until the fireworks beginning. 

www.yankton.net
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A Solution To A Slippery Problem


