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MEMPHIS, Tenn. — The Missis-
sippi River rose Monday to levels
not seen in Memphis since the
1930s, swamping homes in low-
lying neighborhoods but posing no
threat to the city’s world-famous
musical landmarks, including
Graceland and Beale Street.

As residents in the Home of the
Blues waited for the river to crest
as early as Monday night at a pro-
jected mark just inches short of the
record set in 1937, officials down-
stream in Louisiana began evacuat-
ing prisoners from the state’s
toughest penitentiary and opened
floodgates to relieve pressure on
levees outside of New Orleans.

In Memphis, where authorities
went door to door at 1,300 homes
over the past few days, warning
people to clear out before they got
flooded, emergency officials said
that while the river was dangerous
and unpredictable, they were confi-
dent the levees would hold. There
were no plans for more evacua-
tions.

Exactly how many people
heeded the warnings was not imme-
diately clear, but more than 300
people were staying in shelters, and
police stepped up patrols in evacu-
ated areas to prevent looting.

Aurelio Flores, 36, his pregnant
wife and their three children were
among 175 people staying in a gym-
nasium at the Hope Presbyterian
Church in Shelby County. His mo-
bile home had about 4 feet of water
when he last visited the trailer park
on Wednesday.

“I imagine that my trailer, if it’s
not covered, it’s close,” said Flores,
an unemployed construction
worker. “If I think about it too much,
and get angry about it, it will mean
the end of me.” 

Sun Studio, where Elvis Presley
made some of the recordings that
helped him become king of rock ‘n’
roll, was not in harm’s way. Nor was
Stax Records, which launched the
careers of Otis Redding and the Sta-
ple Singers. Sun Studio still does
some recording, while Stax is now a
museum.

Graceland, Presley’s former es-
tate several miles south of down-

town, was in no danger either.
“I want to say this: Graceland is

safe. And we would charge hell with
a water pistol to keep it that way
and I’d be willing to lead the
charge,” said Bob Nations Jr., direc-
tor of the Shelby County Emergency
Management Agency. 

The main Memphis airport was
not threatened, nor was FedEx,
which has a sorting hub at the air-
port that handles up to 2 million
packages per day.  

An NBA playoff game Monday
night featuring the Memphis Griz-
zlies at the FedEx Forum downtown
was not affected, and a barbecue
contest this weekend was moved to
higher ground.

“The country thinks were in
lifeboats and we are underwater.
For visitors, its business as usual,”
said Kevin Kane, president and
chief executive of the Memphis
Convention and Visitors Bureau.

Sandbags were put up in front of
the 32-story tall Pyramid Arena,
which was once used for college
and pro basketball but is now being

turned into a fishing and sporting
goods store.

Forecasters said it appeared
that the river was starting to level
out and could crest as soon as Mon-
day night at or near 48 feet, just shy
of the all-time high of 48.7 feet.
Forecasters had previously pre-
dicted the crest would come as late
as Wednesday.

The Army Corps of Engineers
said homes in most danger of flood-
ing are in places not protected by
levees or floodwalls, including
areas near Nonconnah Creek and
the Wolf and Loosahatchie rivers.
About 150 Corps workers were
walking along levees and monitor-
ing the performance of pumping
stations.

Levees in the Memphis area are
58 feet high on average, and the
floodwalls downtown are 54 feet.

“We still have significant room
before we even consider overtop-
ping,” Elizabeth Burks, deputy levee
commander for the Memphis sector
of the Corps.

At Beale Street, the thoroughfare

known for blues music, people
gawked and snapped photos as
water pooled at the end of the
street. Beale Street’s world-famous
nightspots are on higher ground.

At Sun Studio, where Johnny
Cash, Jerry Lee Lewis and a multi-
tude of others also recorded,
tourists from around the world con-
tinued to stream off buses and pose
beneath the giant guitar hanging
outside.

“We didn’t really know what to
expect,” said Andy Reilly, a 32-year-
old musician from Dublin, Ireland,
who was in town to perform. “We’re
delighted it’s not as bad as we
thought it was going to be.” 

Because of heavy rain over the
past few weeks and snowmelt along
the upper reaches of the Missis-
sippi, the river has broken high-
water records upstream and
inundated low-lying towns and
farmland. The water on the Missis-
sippi is so high that the rivers and
creeks that feed into it are backed
up, and that has accounted for
some of the worst of the flooding so
far.

Because of the levees and other
defenses built since the cataclysmic
Great Flood of 1927 that killed hun-
dreds of people, engineers say it is
unlikely any major metropolitan
areas will be inundated as the high
water pushes downstream over the
next week or so. Nonetheless, they
are cautious because of the risk of
levee failures, as shown during Hur-
ricane Katrina in 2005.

In Louisiana, the Corps partially
opened a spillway that diverts the
Mississippi into a lake to ease pres-
sure on the levees in greater New
Orleans. As workers used cranes to
remove some of the Bonnet Carre
Spillway’s wooden barriers, hun-
dreds of people watched from the
riverbank.

The spillway, which the Corps
built about 30 miles upriver from
New Orleans in response to the
flood of 1927, was last opened in
2008. Monday marked the 10th time
it has been opened since the struc-
ture was completed in 1931.

Rufus Harris Jr., 87, said his fam-
ily moved to New Orleans in 1927
only months after the disaster. He
was too young to remember those
days, but the stories he heard gave
him respect for the river.

WASHINGTON (AP) — The top
Republican in Congress wants
trillions of dollars in spending
cuts as part of must-pass legisla-
tion allowing the federal govern-
ment to continue borrowing to
keep it operating and meeting ob-
ligations to investors.

House Speaker John Boehner
also says that any legislation to
raise the so-called debt limit be-
yond its current $14.3 trillion cap
should be accompanied by
spending cuts larger than the
amount of the permitted increase
in the debt.

The Ohio Republican was
scheduled to make the comments
in a speech Monday night to the
New York Economic Club; ex-
cerpts were released after the
markets closed. Boehner’s com-
ments come as investors and
business groups have been seek-
ing assurances that the GOP-con-
trolled House will join with
President Barack Obama and the
Democratic-led Senate to enact
the must-pass debt limit meas-
ure, which is needed to prevent a
market-roiling, first-ever U.S. de-
fault on its obligations.

“It’s true that allowing Amer-
ica to default would be irrespon-
sible,” Boehner says. “But it
would be more irresponsible to
raise the debt ceiling without si-
multaneously taking dramatic

steps to reduce spending and re-
form the budget process.”

The government is headed to-
ward a $1.6 trillion deficit this
year requiring it to borrow more
than $125 billion a month. It’s un-
clear how much of a debt limit in-
crease is coming, but it would
take a record increase in the $2
trillion range to avoid a second
vote before next year’s elections.
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 Technology is everywhere. But I bet you didn’t 
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Gingrich Says He Will Join White House Race

ATLANTA (AP) — Newt Gingrich, the House
speaker who led a national GOP resurgence in the
1990s before facing ethics questions and resigning,
is running for president.

Gingrich’s announcement, made on social net-
working websites Monday, came after months of
public flirting with a bid. He enters a slow-to-form
GOP presidential field that has left some Republi-
cans craving more options as they search for a nom-
inee strong enough to credibly challenge President
Barack Obama.

The former Georgia congressman, well-known to most Republi-
cans, brings to the race a years-in-the-making political machine
with ties to early nominating states as well as a network of support-
ers and donors. But his personal baggage — he’s acknowledged
marital infidelity and has had two divorces — could hinder his
chances of winning the party’s presidential nomination more than
a decade after leaving the House.

Still, he spoke confidently of wide support.
“I have been humbled by all the encouragement you have given

me to run,” Gingrich said in a Facebook posting that urged support-
ers to watch Fox News Channel on Wednesday. “I will be on to talk
about my run for president of the United States.”

Obama, GOP Agree, Disagree On Medicare  
WASHINGTON (AP) — Unlikely as it may seem, President Barack

Obama and Republicans in Congress actually share some common
ground on the need to curb Medicare costs to fight the spiraling
federal debt.

Although the House GOP plan to replace Medicare with a
voucher-like system got shunted aside last week, that may not be
the end of the story. Embedded in both the Republican plan and in
Obama’s counter-proposal is the idea of putting limits on the
growth of the half-trillion-dollar-a-year program — and then enforc-
ing them.

High-level deficit negotiations resume Tuesday under the stew-
ardship of Vice President Joe Biden, and tackling health care
spending is critical to what could become the year’s most impor-
tant legislation.

The two sides differ sharply on how that should be done.
Obama says the GOP would leave frail seniors at the mercy of
profit-driven insurance companies. Republicans say the president
would empower unaccountable bureaucrats to ration care.

If they can meet in the middle on the idea of an enforceable
limit, it could open the door for major changes. Over time, that
could mean less money for hospitals, doctors, drug companies and
other providers and higher out-of-pocket expenses for many re-
tirees.

Arizona Takes Appeal To U.S. Supreme Court
PHOENIX (AP) — Arizona Gov. Jan Brewer announced Monday

she will ask the U.S. Supreme Court to overturn a ruling that put the
most controversial parts of the state’s immigration enforcement law
on hold.

The planned appeal to the high court comes after Brewer lost an
initial appeal April 11, when a three-judge panel of the 9th Circuit
Court of Appeals refused to reverse a lower court’s order that pre-
vented key parts of the law from being enforced.

Attorney General Tom Horne said going directly to the Supreme
Court and skipping a possible second appeal to the 9th Circuit will
save time in resolving the case, while Brewer said she is confident
“Arizona will prevail in its fight to protect its citizens.”

The state must file the appeal by a July 11 deadline, the two Re-
publican elected officials said. The Supreme Court has discretion on
whether to hear the appeal on the lower court’s order.

“It seems like this is a big enough national issue that it will ulti-
mately be determined by the United States Supreme Court,” Horne
said.

Face Transplant Recipient Goes Public
BOSTON (AP) — The nation’s first full face transplant recipient

said the first thing his young daughter told him when she saw him
after the operation was “Daddy, you’re so handsome.”

Dallas Wiens, sporting a goatee and dark sunglasses, joined sur-
geons Monday at Brigham and Women’s Hospital in Boston in his
first public appearance since the 15-hour procedure in March.

“It feels natural,” said the 25-year-old Fort Worth, Texas, man,
who received a new nose, lips, skin, muscle and nerves from an
anonymous donor. The operation was paid for by the U.S. military,
which hopes to use findings from the procedure to help soldiers with
severe facial wounds.

Wiens’ features were all but burned away and he was left blind
after hitting a power line while painting a church in November 2008.

On Monday, Wiens appeared before a packed room of reporters
and photographers with a new, somewhat swollen face and a new
head of hair.

Navy: Chaplains May Perform Same-Sex Unions
WASHINGTON (AP) — Navy chaplains will be trained about their

ability to perform same-sex civil marriage ceremonies under new
guidance that would take effect if the Defense Department moves to
recognize openly gay military service.

Navy officials said Monday that they updated the training after
questions came up about civil ceremonies for gay couples. Military
training to apply the new law allowing gays to serve openly began
earlier this year, and is expected to be complete by mid-summer.

In earlier training guidelines issued by the Defense Department
and the military services, same-sex marriage ceremonies were not
mentioned, and therefore not explicitly prohibited.

Pentagon spokeswoman Eileen Lainez said Monday that the fed-
eral Defense of Marriage Act does not restrict the types of cere-
monies a chaplain may perform in a chapel on a military base. The
military would not compel chaplains to perform a same-sex marriage
if it is against their religious beliefs.

The Pentagon has been moving carefully to implement the repeal
of the 17-year-old ban on openly gay troops. Under the law passed
and signed by the president late last December, final implementation
will go into effect 60 days after the president and his senior defense
advisers certify that lifting the ban won’t hurt troops’ ability to fight.
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