
semifinalists from 4,049 nomina-
tions submitted for the Freedom
Award by servicemembers or
their families.

The church used the money
for Gunderson’s salary — which
he refused while deployed — to
expand access to grief counseling
and hymnals in Afghanistan, said
St. John’s associate pastor, the
Rev. Steve Weispfennig.

“The plan was to send 20 hym-
nals over to Afghanistan and to
send grief counseling materials
from our Stephen’s Ministry that
is provided to families who have
lost loved ones,” he said.

The money also helped cover
the salaries of the Rev. James
Mueller and seminary graduate
Jacob Bobby, who served St.
John’s during Gunderson’s ab-
sence, Weispfennig said.

The congregation is humbled
by both the Pro Patria Award and
the Freedom Award finalist an-
nouncement, Weispfennig said.

“Each step along the way con-
tinues to be more gratifying and a
greater honor. But it’s nothing we
have sought,” he said. “The atti-
tude of the church and its mem-
bers has been simply doing what
we thought what should be done.
We weren’t doing anything other
than supporting Dave and his
mission during his deployment.”

A number of family members
and parishioners attended the
May 3 welcome-home ceremony
for the 196th MEB in Sioux Falls,
Weispfennig said.

“It was nice to see (Gunder-
son’s) smile,” he said. “We are
glad to have him back, especially
considering the timing with the
(death of Al-Qaeda leader
Osama) bin Laden. It was a joy
and a relief to know Dave was
stateside when that announce-
ment was made.”

U.S. Sen. Tim Johnson (D-S.D.)
congratulated the Yankton
church Wednesday in a press re-
lease.

“This is a major honor for St.
John’s Lutheran Church to be
recognized by the Department of
Defense for their steadfast com-
mitment to employees who serve
our state and country,” the sena-
tor said.

“I congratulate St. John’s
Lutheran Church and applaud all

South Dakota organizations that
create workplaces that are sup-
portive of employees who serve
in the National Guard and Re-
serve.”

Weispfennig anticipates the 15
Freedom Award winners will be
announced in early July, with St.
John’s likely competing in the
“public sector” category. The
awards ceremony is set for Sept.
22 in Washington, he said.

“Last year, Vice President
Biden spoke, and the memo said
there may be the opportunity to
meet with the president in the
Oval Office for a short time,” he
said.

The associate pastor sees the
Freedom Award finalist status as
also a reflection on the state’s
Employers in Support of the
Guard and Reserves (ESGR).

“The ESGR people, who sent
in our packet, are pretty opti-
mistic (about winning the
award),” Weispfennig said. “I was
looking for the list of Freedom
Award winners, and it looks like a
church has never won it.”

Only 145 employers have re-
ceived the Freedom Award since
it was established in 1996. Past
South Dakota recipients have in-
cluded the Winner School Dis-
trict; South Dakota Game, Fish
and Parks; and South Dakota
State University. 

In the meantime, Gunderson is
enjoying a month of leave time.
He resumes his full-time ministry
June 1 and will celebrate his first
Sunday services June 5, with a
welcome-back celebration
planned after the services.

“It will be nice to get back (to
the church),” he said. “That will
really be a joy.”

For more information, visit
www.freedomaward.mil .

local officials on this one question
than any other. While everyone
could tell us the accepted answer,
we were having a hard time finding
the state law that expressed it in
writing. Finally, it took a call to Lt.
Gov. Matt Michels, who was able to
provide the proof for us.

State statute §10-13-36 reads:

“The opt-out decision may be re-
ferred to a vote of the people upon a
resolution of the governing body of
the taxing district or by a petition
signed by at least five percent of the
registered voters in the taxing dis-
trict and filed with the respective
governing body within twenty days
of the first publication of the deci-
sion. The referendum election shall
be held on or before October first
preceding the year the taxes are
payable.”

According to Michels, the key
words are “referred to a vote” and
“referendum election.” With those

statements known, he referred to
state statute §9-20, which discusses
the laws and regulations that are ob-
served when dealing with initiative
and referendum based issues.

State statute §9-20-15 specifically
deals with a referred measure elec-
tion, which because of §10-13-36, we
know qualifies an opt-out. 

§9-20-15 says: “Majority vote re-

quired for approval of referred meas-
ure — Effective date. No referred or-
dinance or resolution so submitted
shall become operative unless ap-
proved by a majority of the votes
cast for and against the same. If so
approved, it shall take effect upon
completion of the canvass of the
election returns relating thereto.”
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BY DAVE RAMSEY
Daveramsey.com/davesays

Dear Dave,
I live in Alaska, and I’m con-

sidering using a credit card for
the airline miles. This would
make it easier and cheaper for
me to visit my family in the
Lower 48. Is this a good idea?

— Adam
Dear Adam,
What you’re talking about

sounds great in theory. The prob-
lem is that it doesn’t work out so
well in the real world. Did you
know that 78 percent of all airline
miles are never redeemed? And,
if you’re one of the 22 percent
who attempt to cash in on them,
you’ll find that the airlines make
it virtually impossible for you to
travel when you want, how you
want, or even where you want.

Now, let’s look at the credit
card side of things. Did you know
that studies have shown that you
spend more when you use plastic
than when you pay with cash?
Cash has an emotional element

to it. When it leaves
your hand, the pain
centers in your brain
activate. A study at
MIT actually proved
this to be true. They
also found that those
pain centers are not ac-
tivated when you pay
with plastic.

Here’s the bottom
line: With a few very
rare exceptions, you’re
much better off not
chasing airline miles
by using a credit card.
The vast majority of people who
play this game find themselves
with nothing but debt at the end
of the day. If you’re really inter-
ested in airline miles, I’d suggest
looking into a debit card program
that offers this perk. With a debit
card, you’re not borrowing
money. You’re spending your
own money straight from your
own bank account.

If this credit card airline miles
thing worked so well for the con-
sumer, the card companies

would be going out of
business. More than
anything, it’s a bait
and switch. And the
bait is attached to a
hook that takes money
out of your pocket and
puts it in theirs!

—Dave
DEBT MANAGEMENT
COMPANIES AREN'T

MAGIC
Dear Dave,
How do you feel

about debt manage-
ment companies? Can

they actually help you reduce
and get out of debt?

— Jake
Dear Jake,
My advice is to stay away

from debt management compa-
nies. If you go to the Federal
Trade Commission’s website,
you’ll find that debt management
companies receive more com-
plaints than just about any other
type of business. In other words,
tons of them are operated poorly

to the point of incompetence, or
they’re just plain scams.

Debt management companies
don’t wave a magic wand and
make your problems disappear.
The only way a creditor will take
less than they’re owed is if you’re
way behind on payments, and
they’re afraid they won’t get
paid. And, if it comes to a settle-
ment situation, you have to
watch your back. Always make
sure you get any settlement of-
fers and agreements on your own
and in writing—no exceptions.
And never allow a creditor to
have electronic access to your
bank accounts.

But the big problem is that
you need to fix your behavior
when it comes to handling
money. You can do that a lot
cheaper than any company. But if
you don’t get control of your
money, start living on a budget,
and living on less than you make,
your debt problem is going to
hang around your neck for the
rest of your life!

—Dave

Dave 
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C O M M U N I T Y Great Theory, But It Doesn’t Work
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Tile Center Tile Center

 •Kitchens & Baths
 •Floors & Walls
 •Entries & Patios
 •Countertops & Backsplash
 •Interior & Exterior
 Decorative Tiles

 Yankton Paint & Decorating
 Stop in and see the new styles & colors from:

 406 Broadway, Yankton, 665-5032 • www.yanktonpaintanddecorating.com

 Mr. and Mrs. Maynard Larsen

 Maynard and Lydia Larsen 
 are celebrating their 10th 
 wedding anniversary with a 
 free dance for friends and 
 family only. It will be held 
 Saturday, May 21 from 8-11pm 
 at the VFW Basement, 
 209 Cedar, Yankton. Music 
 provided by Veryl Hohn.

 10th Wedding 
 Anniversary

   Washers, Dryers, Stoves, Refrigerators
 Stop In For Details

 Used Appliance Sale

 APPLIANCE
 920 Broadway • 665-9461

 COIN BUYER
 All U.S. & Foreign Coins/Stamps

  Paper Money, Coin & Stamp Collection
 Broken rings, chains, any jewelry & gold teeth

 Gold & Silver Bullion 
 Appraised & Purchased
 Estates Our Specialty

 Bank and Attorney References Available

 Serving Collectors Full Time Since 1967 - Jim Matney
 NATIONAL COIN & STAMP CO

 Call For Appointment 605-589-4843
 1801 Main  •  Tyndall, SD

 FREE APPRAISALS

 NG C   D ealer

 Cash for your Old Gold

 Don’t Neglect Your Dental Health
 Regular dental checkups and cleanings 
 are important for every member of your 

 family. Don’t wait another day to 
 schedule your family’s appointments

 1302 E. Main, Vermillion •  605-624-3031
 www.houskadental.com •  We Accept New Patients!

 Did you just read that and have questions?

 Paid for by David Hosmer and Ross Den Herder.

 Go to www.optoutmythbusters.com and learn more.

 Yankton 
 Springfield 
 Parkston  

 www.scfcu.net

 Pure Freedom. 
 So what are you waiting for?  Join today!

 ervices
 enter

 Federal Credit Union

 What is a credit union? 

 The Credit Union...It’s Where You Belong!

The COMMUNITY CALENDAR appears each Monday and Thursday.
Contributions to this list of upcoming events are welcome and should be sub-
mitted two weeks before the event. Submissions MUST be typewritten or legi-
bly printed and include the name and phone number of a contact person.
Send items to P&D Calendar, PO Box 56, Yankton, SD 57078, or email to
news@yankton.net.

THURSDAY
Table Tennis, 8:30 a.m., The Center, 605-665-4685

Ladies Pool, 10 a.m., The Center, 605-665-4685

Yankton Sertoma, noon, Pizza Ranch, 605-661-7159

Daily Reprieve, noon, non-smoking open meeting, 1019 W 9th street.

Avera Sacred Heart Hospital Toastmasters, noon, Benedictine Center;

open session 605-665-6776

Pinochle, 12:45 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685

Dominos, 1 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685

Weight Watchers, 5:30 p.m., 413 W. 15th Street. Weigh in 1/2 hour be-

fore.

Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS #SD 45), Weigh-in 5:30-6:30 p.m.,

meeting  6:30-7:30. RTEC building, 1200 W. 21st St. For more information

call 605-665-3738 or 667-9274.

Yankton Area Banquet, 6 p.m., United Church of Christ, Fifth and Walnut

GriefShare Support Group, 7-8:30 p.m. Sept. 9 to Dec. 9 & Feb. 3 to

May 5, Calvary Baptist 2407 Broadway, Yankton, 605-665-5594 or 605-660-

6176

Celebrate Recovery, 7 p.m., Calvary Baptist Church, Youth Room #4,

2407 Broadway, Yankton, 605-665-5594

Freeman Alcoholics Anonymous, 8 p.m., non-smoking closed meeting,

City Hall, 3rd and Poplar, Freeman.

Yankton Alcoholics Anonymous, 8:30 p.m., open session, 1019 W 9th St.

Yankton Alanon, 8:30 p.m., 1019 W 9th Street

THIRD THURSDAY
HSC Friendship Club, 5 p.m., May: Old Tavern, Wynot, Neb., 605-665-

5956

FRIDAY
Line Dancing, 9:30 a.m., The Center, 605-665-4685

Cardio Exercise, 11 a.m., The Center, 605-665-4685

Daily Reprieve, noon, non-smoking open meeting, 1019 W 9th Street.

Bridge, 1 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685

Bingo, 7-9 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685

Open Billiards, 7-9 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685

Vermillion Alcoholics Anonymous, 8 p.m., non-smoking closed session,

16 1/2 Court St, Vermillion

Porchlight, 8 p.m., non-smoking closed session, United Church of Christ,

210 W 5th Street

SECOND FRIDAY
Parkinson Support Group, 1:30 p.m., Benedictine Center.

SATURDAY
Weight Watchers, 9 a.m., 413 W. 15th Street. Weigh in 1/2 hour before.

Each Day a New Beginning, 10 a.m., non-smoking closed session, 1019

W 9th Street

Daily Reprieve, noon, non-smoking closed session, 1019 W 9th Street.

Vermillion Unity Alcoholics Anonymous, 7:30 p.m. closed session,

Trinity Lutheran Church, 816 E. Clark, Vermillion.

SUNDAY
Alcoholics Anonymous, 8 a.m., closed meeting, 1019 W. 9th Street

Tyndall Alcoholics Anonymous, 8 a.m., non-smoking, 1609 Laurel St.,

Tyndall

Vermillion Unity Alcoholics Anonymous, 7:30 p.m., closed meeting,

Trinity Lutheran Church, 816 E. Clark, Vermillion

CALENDAR

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS

Spring Sprouts United Way Decisions
BY PAM KETTERING
Yankton Area United Way

The fruits of the labor by the 2011 campaign
volunteers are working daily in the greater
Yankton area to provide essential programs to
our neighbors.  The annual meeting of the
United Way bid adieu to term – expired mem-
bers, elected new members and placed board
members in leadership positions.  Volunteers
throughout the community have been acknowl-
edged and thanked for their overwhelming ac-
complishments at the Community Volunteer
Celebration.  

As winter progresses into spring, major de-
cisions have and will be made by the United
Way & Volunteer Services (UW & VS) Board of
Directors.  A decision was made to relocate the
Nonprofit Center – our office plus ten additional
nonprofit agencies – to the west end of the
Marne Creek Professional Building, 610 W. 23rd
St.  The move will occur toward the end of June.
Planning and preparation for the move is al-
ways percolating throughout the building.

Now, without missing a beat, the Allocation
Committee is in the midst of determining
agency funding for 2012!  Even before the
fundraising for 2012 has kicked off, the funding
for the requesting agencies is decided.  It begins
with the agencies completing a 10 page Applica-
tion for Allocation of United Way & Volunteer

Services’ Funds plus a
past, present, and future fi-
nancial statement!  

The first requirement
of requesting agencies is
that they are have a
501(c)(3) Internal Revenue
status.  With this status,
all donations to United
Way & Volunteer Services
(UW & VS) are tax de-
ductible.  They are also re-
quired to submit their
current Bylaws, Mission
Statement, South Dakota
Nonprofit Report, IRS
Form 990, list of their
Board of Directors,

Nondiscrimination and Affirmative Action Pol-
icy, and Audit or Compilation.  Unless it is a na-
tional fundraising event, they are not to
conduct fundraising from September 1 through
October 31.  This is the time period of the UW &
VS annual campaign; thus avoiding donation du-
plicity.  For all fundraising events, the agencies
are required to send a fundraising activity form
to the UW & VS board at least one month before
the event.  The funded agencies are also to be
represented at agency meetings, the campaign
kick-off, and events that raise awareness to the
cumulative group.

The above mentioned requirements are nu-

merous and at times onerous.  When the Alloca-
tion Committee has questions that are not an-
swered in the agency request form,
representatives of the agency are asked to meet
for clarification or elaboration of an issue.  After
all of the request forms are reviewed and ques-
tions have been answered, the agencies are
rated.  After additional discussion, the 2012
agency allocations are established and taken to
the UW & VS Board of Director’s meeting to be
approved.  The agencies are then notified of
their 2012 allocation from the United Way.  

The Campaign Committee also has challeng-
ing decisions to make this spring.  How do we
effectively share the work of the agencies in ad-
dressing the needs of the community, share the
need for adequate support for these needs and
direct efforts to best avenues possible to reach
caring people of all ages?  Past experience, new
ideas, precious volunteer time and effort, com-
pelling communication, plus lots of pictures and
countless details set the agenda for this impera-
tive annual event.

When the United Way & Volunteer Services’
Board of Directors make their decisions
throughout the year, the focus is on our mission
statement, “To promote voluntary giving and
services to support human needs in the greater
Yankton community,” and answer the question,
“ARE THE AVAILABLE RESOURCES OFFERING
THE BEST SERVICE POSSIBLE TO THOSE IN
NEED?”  

Pam 
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