
BY PASTOR DAVE LUND, 
Associate Pastor, Trinity Lutheran 

I was sitting at a restaurant
with some colleagues the other
day, and while we were eating
our meal together we were hav-
ing a very difficult time hearing
what the others were saying.
The reason for this was that the
restaurant was busy and quite
noisy.  This started me thinking,
"How often do we miss, or fail to
hear something important?"

There is a distinct difference
between hearing and listening.
Hearing just involves receiving
sound, listening includes trying
to understand what that sound
really means.  It is all too easy to
hear someone or something and
think that you understand it, but

in fact you may have
missed something of
the utmost impor-
tance which means
that you did not un-
derstand at all which
usually leads to some
sort of disagreement.

The point is listen-
ing, in all aspects of
communication and
life, is of the utmost
importance.  Listen-
ing to understand
does not mean listen-
ing to agree, but in doing so it
naturally involves showing re-
spect to the speaker.  This is
what is needed in our daily life,
to listen in order to understand.
When we listen in this way we
are following Christ's command

to love one another.
Loving one another
does not mean agree-
ing with each other, it
does not even mean
always liking one an-
other, but it does in-
volve treating the
other as you yourself
would like to be
treated.

Our community is
facing an issue which
has set neighbor
against neighbor,

friend against friend and family
member against family member.
There are reasons on both sides
of this issue for why people feel
strongly one way or the other.
The thing that I have found lack-
ing, in general, is the willingness
to listen in order to understand.

Remember this is to understand,
not necessarily to agree with
each other.  There has been a dis-
tinct lack of respect shown and I
find this to be tragic, sad, and un-
christian.  Regardless of what
your feelings are on this school
opt-out issue the person on the
other side deserves your
respect.

So as we come to the vote
this next week remember listen
to understand those you speak
with.  Strive to show respect to
all that you come in contact
with.  Remember that the per-
son who you are talking to, or
arguing with, is also a child of
God.  And whatever the out-
come of the issue, please find
ways of showing the love of
Christ to all of the people of our
great community.
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The Difference Between
Hearing And Listening

Sacred Heart Seeks Historical Items Of Church
Sacred Heart Parish of Yankton was established in 1871 and is the

2nd oldest parish in Dakota Territory. 
For a time it served as the Pro cathedral when Yankton was home

to Bishop Martin Marty. Thousands have received Sacraments in the
three church buildings that have stood at the corner of 5th and
Capital. 

The parish is currently seeking items relating to the 140 year his-
tory of the parish. Old photos, items relating to the Sacraments,
pieces from the old church, and any other mementos will be archived
and used for display purposes. 

Contact the Development Office at 665-4585 or drop items at the
parish offices at 6th and Capital. 

UCC & Christ Episcopal Plan Vacation Bible Sch.
Yankton United Church of Christ and Christ Episcopal Church in-

vite all children ages 3 years through 5th grade to get cookin' at
“Shake It Up Café:  Where Kids Carry Out God's Recipe” Vacation Bible
School.  Explore and experience recipes for living out God's Word.
The fun begins with sessions Monday, June 20, 2011, and ends Thurs-
day, June 23, 2011, from 6:00pm - 8:30pm.  Monday through Wednes-
day sessions will be held at the UCC church located at 5th and
Walnut.  On Thursday, June 23, 2011, the week will conclude with a
Family Fun Night picnic at the Christ Episcopal Church open lot lo-
cated at 6th and Walnut.  

The recipe at our café includes heaping helpings of Bible fun and
special servings of creative crafts, hands-on mission work, food sci-
ence, recreation, and great music.  To be a part of all the excitement
at Shake It Up Café, pre-registration is recommended by June 5, 2011,
online at www.cokesburyvbs.com/shake-it-up-cafe/cecyucc or by call-
ing 665-7230 Monday through Friday 8am-12pm, 1pm-4pm.

The Truth Project To Be Presented In June
Coming in June! Focus on the Family's "The Truth Project"--a DVD-

based small group study designed to equip believers with a compre-
hensive biblical worldview.  Practically and personally, participants
will be reintroduced to the truth claims of God.  Twelve one-hour les-
sons discuss in detail God's design for living out the Christian world-
view in daily life.  Most importantly, it addresses the need to marry
our actions to our core beliefs.  What this curriculum does is nothing
short of transformational.  A lively hour of discussion will follow each
lesson.  This study will start Sunday, June 5th 5:30 pm, with a makeup
session Tuesday, June 7th, 7 pm.  (Please allow an extra 30 minutes
the first lesson.) The study will continue throughout the summer and
into the fall on Sunday and Tuesday evenings, taking time off for holi-
day weekends and VBS. Space is limited so please register early. For
more information or to register contact Doug or Lynette Auch, 364-
7318, lynetteauch@gmail.com.

Get Ready, Get Set, Bike For Life 2011 Set
It is time to start training as Saturday, September 10th is the offi-

cial date for the annual Lutherans For Life Bike for Life.  We will leave
from Armour, SD at 7:00 a.m.  If you would like to participate contact
Rev. Nabil Nour at Redeemer Lutheran Church, P. O. Box, 158, Armour,
SD 57313-0158, Ph:(605)724-2489 (O), (605)724-2722 (H),  Email: re-
deemarmour@unitelsd.com.

CHURCH SCHEDULES

 Garden of Memories Cemetery
 2901 Douglas • Yankton • 605-665-3644

 LEADER CONCRETE
 CONSTRUCTION INC.
 Basements • Bunkers • Manure Pits
 Residential & Commerical

 Call Larry Leader
 Yankton • 665-2717

 Larry’s
 Plumbing Service

 703 Burleigh St.
 665-4322

 TOPKOTE, 
 INC.

 Asphalt Maintenance
 43439 SD Hwy 50 • Yankton

 (605) 665-8106

 Call Doug 
 or Chris

 Commercial 
 & 

 Residential

 (605) 665-2895

 Koranda
 Well Company, LLC

 Well Drilling & Repair
 Pure Water Distillers

 605-463-2244
 42719 307th St., Tabor

 319 Walnut • Yankton, SD
 665-7811

 Yankton 
 Media
 Inc.

 Don & Helen Simpson
 31051 430 Ave.

 Tabor, SD • 665-5448

 For All Your 
 Sharpening Needs

 Simpson Sharp Shop

 319 Walnut • Yankton, SD
 665-7811

Abundant Life

ABUNDANT LIFE MINISTRIES,
517 Burleigh, Lawrence and Bar-
bara Hladky, pastors, 665-0889. 
SAT 7pm Praise and worship cele-
bration, SUN. 10am Worship. 
WED. 7pm Worship. Teens prayer 
daily 10am.

Alliance of Renewal

Churches

LIVING WATER CHRISTIAN FEL-
LOWSHIP,Sun. 10am Yankton 
Middle School (2000 Mulberry) 
Weds. 7pm Prayer. David Olson, 
pastor. (605)260-2138.

Assembly of God

ASSEMBLY OF GOD, 801 W. 
25th, Jeff Mantz, pastor. 665-6362 
(office). SUN. 10am Worship Cele-
bration. WED. 7pm Midweek serv-
ice and Bible study for all ages.

Baptist

ANTIOCH BAPTIST CHURCH,
221 W. 3rd, Kevin Caskey, pastor, 
665-0066. SUN. 9:30am Sunday 
School, 10:45pm Preaching Serv-
ice, 4pm Afternoon Service. THU. 
7pm Preaching & Prayer Service.

BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH, 303 
Ohio St., Wakonda. Mike Lindsay, 
pastor, (605)759-5020. SUNDAY 
Worship. 11:00a.m. evening 
6:00pm WEDNESDAY Bible Study 
12Noon.

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH,
2407 Broadway. Yankton. 
(605)665-5594. Rev. Jon Cooke, 
Pastor Jeremy Nelson, and  Laura 
Kotalik. www.cbchurch.com SUN-
DAY  May 22 8:30 AM Intercessory 
Prayer Time  9:00 AM Adult EN-
CORE Community 9:00 AM & 
10:45 AM Worship Services  9:00 
AM Graduation RecognitionMes-
sage:”What Should I Do?” 10:45 
AM Sunday School for all ages 
MONDAY May 23 9:00 AM  La-
dies Prayer Time 7:00 PM Men's 
Bible Study 7:30 PM  Service 
broadcast on Channels 3 & 98 
TUESDAY May 24 7:00 PM
D i s -
covering Calvary Class 7::00 PM 
Friendship Through Cards 
WEDNESDAY May 25 6:00 PM  In-
tercessory Prayer 7:00 PM Adult 
Bible Study THURSDAY
May 26 7:00 PM  Celebrate Re-
covery 7:00 PM Cruisin” 24/7 FRI-
DAY May 27.

Baptist

HARVEST INDEPENDENT BAP-
TIST, 100 W. 3rd, Mission Hill. Pas-
tor Nathan Martin, 668-0708 (ch.) 
665-1481 (home). SUN. 9:30am 
SS. 10:30am Worship. 5:30pm 
Worship. WED. 7:00pm Worship.

YANKTON BAPTIST CHURCH,
SBC, Pastor Matt Green, 607 East 
15th St., Yankton, 665-7587. SUN. 
9:30am Bible study, SS; 10:45am 
Worship. WED. 7pm Midweek serv-
ice.

Bible Church

GRACE BIBLE CHURCH, Meeting 
at Pierson Ranch recreation area 
10:30am Sundays. From Memorial 
Day through Labor Day. Call Pastor 
Joel Finck for more information. 
(605)760-4701.

Catholic

HOLY FAMILY CHURCH OF CE-
DAR COUNTY (Immaculate Con-
ception), St. Helena, NE. Rev. Eric 
Olsen. (402)357-2400. Mass:  Sat-
urdays  5pm

HOLY FAMILY CHURCH OF CE-
DAR COUNTY (Sts. Peter & Paul),  
Bow Valley, NE. Rev. Eric Olsen 
(402)357-2400. Mass: Sat. 8pm & 
Sun. 11am.

HOLY FAMILY CHURCH OF CE-
DAR COUNTY (Sacred Heart), Wy-
not, NE. Rev. Eric Olsen. 
(402)357-2400.  Mass times: Sun-
days 9am.

MOUNT MARTY COLLEGE,
Peace Chapel, MMC campus. 
SUN. 10am Mass with the Sisters 
in the Bishop Marty Chapel. Public 
is welcome to attend.

ST. AGNES PARISH: SIGEL, rural 
Utica. SUN. 9am Mass, confes-
sions 1/2 hour before Mass.

ST. ANDREWʼS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH, Bloomfield, NE. Fr. Mi-
chael Schmitz SUN. Mass: 
10:30am; TUE. Mass: 8am; THUR. 
Mass: 7pm. Confessions: THUR. 
6:30-6:55pm.

ST. BENEDICT CATHOLIC
CHURCH, 1500 St. Benedict Drive, 
Yankton, Father Ken Lulf,  
664-6214 (church). Masses: SAT. 
5pm. SUN. 8:30am&10:30am.

ST. BONIFACE CATHOLIC
CHURCH, Menominee, Neb., Rev. 
David Fulton, pastor. SUN. 8:30am 
Mass.

ST. BONIFACE CHURCH, rural 
Freeman. For weekend Mass info 
see church bulletin or Rev. Mathew 
Vazhappily. (605)583-4318.

ST. COLUMBA CHURCH, rural 
Irene. For weekend Mass info see 
church bulletin or  Rev. Mathew 
Vazhappily, (605)583-4318. 

Catholic

ST. GEORGE CHURCH, Scotland, 
SD. Rev. Mathew Vazhappily. For 
weekend Mass info see church bul-
letin or call (605)583-4318.

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHO-
LIC, Lesterville. SUN. 10:30am 
Mass.

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHO-
LIC, Fordyce, Neb. Rev. David Ful-
ton. SUN. 10:30am Mass.

ST. JOSEPHʼS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH, Constance, Neb., Fr. 
David Fulton, pastor. SAT. Mass: 
7:30pm.

ST. PATRICKʼS CATHOLIC, Wak-
onda, Rev.  Scott Trayner, 
624-2697. SUN. 8:30am Mass.

ST. ROSE OF LIMA, Crofton, Neb. 
Fr. Michael Schmitz. SAT. Mass: 
8:00am & 5:30pm. SUN. Mass: 
8:30am. WED/FRI Masses: 
8:15am. Confessions: WED. 
11am-11:30am, SAT. 5-5:20pm.

ST. WENCESLAUS, Tabor, 
(605)463-2336. Rev. Joseph 
Puthenkulathil, SAT. 7pm Mass. 
SUN. 8:30am Mass.

THE HOUSE OF MARY SHRINE, 
6-mi. W. Yankton, Hwy.52. Masses: 
Monday 8:30 through October. 
Masses Saturday 9:00 every Satur-
day. Rosary Sunday 4:00. Rosary 
4:00.  Open 7 days a week for 
prayer. Join us as we celebrate the 
30th annual Easter Sunrise at the 
House of Mary Shrine starting at 
6:05am Deacon Kristopher Cowles 
will be the guest homilist.
thehouseofmaryshrine.org

Charismatic

YAHWEH-SHALOM CHARIS-
MATIC, St. Benedict Catholic 
Church. MON. 7:30pm prayer 
meeting

Christian

KINGSWAY CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH, 19th & Burleigh, 
665-6317. Joseph Mason, Pastor. 
9am-SS; Worship 10:15am. 
Wed.-6pm-Kids games; 7pmKids 
for Christ & Adult Bible Study.

Church of Christ

CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1114 West 
12th, Yankton, 665-6379. SUN. 
9:30am Bible study; classes for all 
ages. 10:30am Worship.

Church of Jesus

Christ

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
LATTER-DAY SAINTS, 2300 
Douglas, Yankton. Randy Camp-
bell, (605)565-2016. Family History 
Ctr 665-0901. SUN. 10am Sacra-
ment meeting.

Episcopal

CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH,
517 Douglas, Yankton. Rev. James 
Pearson, (605)665-2456. Sunday 
May 22 9:00 am Serenity 10:15 
Morning Prayer.

Evangelical

Cornerstone Evangelical Church,
Pastor Oliver Omanson, Stewart 
Elementary School; Morning Serv-
ice 10:30 a.m. Wednesday College 
Bible Study 1306 Maple Street. 
Mike Stevens 665-8750.

EMMANUEL CHURCH YHS 
Theater, 1801 Summit, Sunday 
School 9:30, Worship Service 
10:45, www.emmanuelyank-
ton.com (605)665-0404. 

Jehovah’s Witnesses

JEHOVAHʼS WITNESSES, 2215 
Douglas, 664-2249. SUN. 10am 
Public Bible lecture, 10:35am 
Watchtower.  WED. 7:30pm Bible 
Study, 8pm Ministry School, 
8:35pm Service meeting.

Lutheran

CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN  
CHURCH: 305 W. 25th, Yankton, 
665-8848. Rev. Dani Jo Ninke. 
SUN: 8:30am & 10:45am Worship, 
SS-9:45am.

FAITH UNITED LUTHERAN, 
44874 303rd St., Volin SD 57072, 
(605)267-2277.  SUN. Worship 
Services 9:30am.  Childrenʼs Edu-
cation WED. Evening (WOW) 
6:30-7:30pm.

FIRST AMERICAN LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, AFLC 300 S. Carpenter 
St., Tripp. (605)935-6941 SUN. 
10:45 Worship 9:30am Sunday 
School. firsthope@santel.net

GAYVILLE-BERGEN LUTHERAN 
Pastor Ralph Egbert. 
(605)267-4342 (church)  Sunday 
Worship: GLC 9am; Sunday School 
10:15am; Bergen Worship 
10:30am; Sunday School 9:15am.

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH,
AFLC 200 South Wilson, Delmont. 
(605)935-6941. SUN 9am Worship. 
firsthope@santel.net 

Martinus Lutheran Church, Utica. 
Pastor Dean Schroeder Sunday Di-
vine Service 10:30am 
(605)589-3195
www.MartinusLutheran.org

OUR REDEEMER LUTHERAN, ru-
ral Irene. 263-3724. SUN. 9am 
Worship.

OUR SAVIORʼS LUTHERAN,
29219 431st Ave., Menno. Rev. 
Bradley Danielson. SAT. 7am 
Menʼs prayer breakfast. SUN. 9am 
Worship. 10:30am SS. 

Lutheran

OUR SAVIORʼS LUTHERAN,
LCMS, 12th and Elm, Springfield. 
Rev. Kenneth Johnson, pastor. 
SUN. 8am Worship. 9am SS. 
THUR. 7pm Adult Bible study.

PRINCE OF PEACE, Wisconsin 
Synod, 201 East 25th St., Pastor 
Werre, 665-4793. Sat. 6pm Wor-
ship.

South Dakota Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod, MAIN STREET 
LIVING television program, 10a.m. 
(CST) on KDLT-NBC; and 11a.m. 
(CST) on KAUN-PAX; and 10a.m. 
(MST) on KKRA-PAX.

St. John Lutheran Church, Tyn-
dall. Pastor Dean Schroeder. Sun-
day Divine Service 8:30am 
(605)589-3195.
www.StJohnsTyndallLCMS.org 

ST. JOHNʼS LUTHERAN 
CHURCH (LCMS), 1009 Jackson. 
David Gunderson, Pastor. SUN. 
8am Worship, 9:15am Education 
Hour, 10:30am Worship.

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH,
403 Broadway, Yankton, 665-7415. 
Worship Saturday, 5:30pm, Sun-
day, 8:15am & 10:45am. 9:30 cof-
fee fellowship.

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH,
Hartington/Crofton, NE, Bob Bryan, 
pastor; (402)254-6606. SUN. 9am 
Worship (Hartington), 10am SS 
(Hartington), 11am Worship (Crof-
ton).

TRONDHJEM LUTHERAN 
CHURCH (AFLC), rural Volin. 
263-3841. SUN. 9:15am; 10:30am 
Worship. 

VANGEN LUTHERAN CHURCH,
Mission Hill. 665-5426. Rev. Lance 
Lindgren, Pastor. Worship 10am; 
Coffee Fellowship 11am; Sunday 
School 9am; Wednesday Evening 
Worship 6:30pm; Quilters each 
Wed. 9am; WELCA 3rd Thurs. 
1:30pm; Senior Dinner first Thurs. 
12pm.

Non-Denominational

FAITH ALIVE, 501 Cedar St.,   
Yankton. 665-4797. Contemporary 
Worship & Family Values. SUN: 
10am  service. WED. 7pm Care-
Cells “Small Groups For Building 
Relationships” Various  Locations.

GLORY CHRISTIAN CENTER,
901 E 11th St.  Yankton. Gail 
Ryken, pastor, 665-2369. SUN. 
10am Service. WED. 6pm Prayer. 
GC School, call (605)665-1988.

Non-Denominational

LEWIS & CLARK LAKE MINIS-
TRIES. Come join us for lake serv-
ices. Pierson Ranch Amphitheater. 
10:30am worship every Sunday. 
Memorial Day Weekend through 
Labor Day Weekend. Nebraska 
Lakeside Services: Weigan Marina. 
9am worship.

Presbyterian

PEACE PRESBYTERIAN 
(PC/USA), 206 E. 31st. 665-0448. 
Rev. Dr. Nelson Stone & Rev. Mar-
ilyn Stone. Sun-10am worship, Cof-
fee to follow. SS for kids 10:30am. 
Aired at 8pm Fri. on Ch. 3 & 98.

Reformed

RIVERVIEW REFORMED, 17th St. 
& Burleigh, Rev. Rodney Veld-
huizen, pastor. 665-9204. SUN. 
9:30am Worship, 10:15am SS. 
WED. Youth group & adult choir.

Seventh-Day

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST, 722
Locust St., Yankton, 665-1032,  
SAT. 9:30am Sabbath School, 
11am Worship. 665-4496, 
665-4881. Pastor George Shaver 
Home phone (605)369-5496.

United Church

CONGREGATIONAL UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST, Newcastle, 
Neb., 303 Highway 12, Rev. Gary 
Kimm, pastor. SAT. 6PM Church 
school, 7PM Worship. Second 
THUR. 2PM Ladies Aid.

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
301 W. Franklin, Hartington, NE, 
(402) 254-6563 or 664-5310, Rev. 
Gary Kimm, pastor. SUN. 8:15am 
Church school, 9am Worship.

PILGRIM CONGREGATIONAL 
UCC, 103 S. Elm St., Coleridge, 
Neb., (402) 283-4824 or 664-5310, 
Rev. Gary Kimm, pastor. SUN. 
9:30am Church School, 10:30am 
Worship.

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST,
(Congregational) 210 West 5th St., 
Yankton. (605)665-7320 Rev. Joe 
Schulte, Pastor. SUN.-10am Wor-
ship, 11am-Fellowship, 11:05am 
Church Schl. Nursery Provided.

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
Crofton, Neb., 412 W. Main St., 
(402)388-4124, Pastor Les Par-
menter. SUN. 10:00am Worship.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST, 
Yankton. Rev. Ron Johnson Pas-
tor. 665-2991. Sunday, Contempo-
rary Worship 9:00; Trad. 10:30. 
Childcare 8:45-11:45. 8:30 UM 
Hour, KYNT.

United Methodist

GAYVILLE-VOLIN UNITED METH-
ODIST, Brook McBride, pastor. 
624-2179.   9am Worship Service. 
10:00am Sunday School.

VERMILLION FIRST UNITED
METHODIST, 16 N. Dakota, 
624-2179. SUN. 10:30am Worship 
service.

WAKONDA, IRENE, VIBORG,
UNITED METHODIST, Pastor Mark 
Gronseth. SUN. 8:30am Worship at 
Wakonda; 9:45am Worship at 
Irene; 11am Worship at Viborg.

KYNT 1450 AM

Radio

KYNT 1450 AM Radio SAT. 
10:30am “Saturday Morning Live.” 
SUN. 8:30am United Methodist 
Hour. 9:05am “Godʼs Good News.” 
9:30am St. Johnʼs Lutheran Church

WNAX 570 AM Radio

WNAX 570 AM Radio. Lutheran 
Shows-6:30am, 8am, 11am. Wings 
of Healing-7:30am. Words of Hope 
8:30am. Prov. Ref. Church-8:45am. 
Voice of Prop.-9:30am. Hr. of Hope 
10am.ChristianCrusaders-10:30am.

MIX 106 FM Radio

CLASSIC HITS 106 KVHT FM Ra-
dio SUN.-THUR. 10:05PM “Family 
Radio Rosary” with Bishop Robert 
Carlson.

ESPN Radio 1570

ESPN RADIO 1570 SUN. 10:30AM 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Vermillion, 
worship.

Knology

KNOLOGY. MON. 6:30pm St. 
Johnʼs Lutheran; 7:30pm Calvary 
Baptist. TUE. 6:30pm Trinity Lu-
theran. WED. 6:30pm Antioch Bap-
tist; 7:30pm Grace Bible. THUR. 
8pm Assembly of God. FRI. 7pm 
United Church of Christ; 8pm 
Peace Presbyterian.

REFLECTIONS

OUR CLASSIFIEDS WORK FOR YOU!
CALL THE P&D AT (605) 665-7811

R E L I G I O U S  B R I E F S

More broadly, before a polite
diplomatic audience at the State
Department, Obama sought to
clarify the U.S. role toward a part
of the world undergoing a trans-
formation. He implored the
American people to see that it is
worth devoting U.S. might and
money to help stabilize a danger-
ous region and help people fight-
ing for freedom.

“There must be no doubt that
the United States of America wel-
comes change that advances
self-determination and opportu-
nity,” the president said. “Yes,
there will be perils that accom-
pany this moment of promise.
But after decades of accepting
the world as it is in the region,
we have a chance to pursue the
world as it should be.”

It was Obama’s explicit en-
dorsement of the 1967 borders
that changed the dynamic. 

The U.S., the international
community and even past Israeli
governments have endorsed the
idea of an agreement based on
the 1967 lines, but Obama’s new
emphasis was a clear prodding
for Israel to act. 

The way Obama put it means
the U.S. now accepts 1967 lines,
with land swaps, as the basis for
the borders of a Palestinian state
— and not just that such a result
would be the desired outcome of
negotiations, as had been the
U.S. stand. 

The United States insists, too,
that Israel end up with a safe, se-
cure state without fear of attack
from Palestinians.

In a cool statement released
late Thursday in Jerusalem, Ne-
tanyahu rejected a full with-
drawal from the West Bank,
saying the 1967 lines would leave
major Jewish settlements out-
side Israel. It was unclear
whether Obama’s stand would
be enough to persuade the Pales-
tinians to drop their push for
U.N. recognition of their
statehood.

In the run-up to the presi-
dent’s speech, the White House
had sought to downplay the role
of the Mideast peace standoff in
his address, emphasizing instead
other elements such as his pro-
posed financial support for
Egypt and Tunisia, two nations
that have risen up and embraced

democracy. But the address only
served to underscore how cen-
tral the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict is to the stability of the
whole region and the political in-
terests of the United States

Obama sought to give per-
spective to a five-month period
in which thousands have died in
protests for human rights, two
countries’ leaders have been top-
pled, others are teetering, the
U.S. has been drawn into an
armed conflict in Libya and
America has launched a stun-
ning, successful mission to find
and kill Osama bin Laden in Pak-
istan. The president tried to min-
imize bin Laden’s reach even in
death, saying his al-Qaida vision
of destruction had already been
deemed a “dead end” by those
wanting a better life.

Moving country by country,
Obama offered his toughest
words yet for Syrian President
Bashar Assad, in whom the U.S.
has lost hope as a reformer given
his government’s bloody crack-
down on dissidents. Obama did
not call for Assad to step down
but did accuse him of murdering
his people. “The Syrian people
have shown their courage in de-
manding a transition,” Obama
said. “President Assad now has a
choice: He can lead that transi-
tion or get out of the way.”

One 24-year-old Syrian said
the U.S. president was too late.

“It’s too bad hundreds of peo-
ple died before he made the
speech,” said Mustafa, who fled
the coastal town of Banias,
which has seen some of the
biggest protests in recent weeks,
and who did not give his sur-
name for fear of reprisals. “I
think it’s too late for Assad to
lead a peaceful transition to
democracy after all that
happened.”

In seizing his own Mideast
moment, Obama offered a
speech that was in some ways
notable for what he did not
mention.

While critical of autocracy
throughout the Mideast, he failed
to mention the region’s largest,
richest and arguably most re-
pressive nation, U.S. ally Saudi
Arabia. 

Nor did he mention Jordan, a
staunch U.S. ally that has a peace
deal with Israel. Also left out was
the United Arab Emirates, the
wealthy, pro-American collection
of mini-states on the Persian
Gulf.

Obama
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