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P&D Sports Live Chat Wednesday

Press & Dakotan sports editor James D. Cimburek and assistant sports editor Jeremy
Hoeck will host a live chat on Wednesday afternoons.
The weekly event, which will run from 3-4 p.m., will cover local and regional high school and
college sports, as well as some topics of national interest. Readers can follow along and ask

questions or chime in with any comments or thoughts.
Also, listen to the “Live Chat Review” on 1450 AM KYNT radio from 3:45 to 4 p.m.
Go online to http://www.yankton.net/live_chat

MAY 27-28
State Meet
Brandon/
1 Sioux Falls

MAY 23-24
State Tourn.
Brookings
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RADIO & TELEVISION

SEASON
COMPLETE

SEASON
COMPLETE

Download a QR Code scanner to your smart
phone and scan this code to be directed to the live
chat page on www.yankton.net. Click on the chat
there and participate in our live chat online every
"1 Wednesday from 3-4 p.m. Central.

IR Quick Hitters

MAY 26-27

NAIAOut. | SEASON
Nationals | COMPLETE
Marion, Ind.

THURSDAY
at Crofton
7:30 p.m.

Remember To Report Results

Areminder to coaches and managers of girls’ fastpitch softball, am-

Thursday Event RADIO .. haseball, American Legion baseball and VFW Teener baseball
7:30p.m.  Wynot at Menno Amateur Baseball KVHT-FM taams:

Friday Event RADIO
7:30 p.m.  Tabor at Yankton Amateur Baseball KVHT-FM

Please remember to report your results after each game, on the day
of the game if possible. Results may be reported by phone to 1-800-743-
2968, ext. 106, or by e-mail to sports@yankton.net.

Home Games Appear In White, Road / Neutral Site Games Appear In Gray

SCOREBOARD

MAY 26-28 | JUNE 8-11 BASEB ALL
N%A“}.W%t C’LCAA cﬁnﬁ%’#e Jim Thome returned to the Minnesota Twins
AL LI amp: lineup on Monday night and was slotted to hit sixth
Eugene, Ore.| Des Moines against the Seattle Mariners. Thome missed 19

14 with leg weakness.

BASKETBALL

games with a left oblique strain and was activated
from the disabled list after Sunday’s loss to Arizona.
The Twins also say All-Star catcher Joe Mauer could
be be the designated hitter in an extended spring
training game this week. He’s been out since April

Coach Ed DeChellis, who led Penn State to
the NCAA tournament this year, resigned Mon-
day to take the vacant job at Navy. The 15-year
coaching veteran said he found “a calling” in an-
nouncing the surprise move two months after or-
chestrating his alma mater’s first NCAA bid in a
decade. The Nittany Lions lost to Temple, 66-64, in
the second round. ... The Portland Trail Blazers
abruptly dismissed general manager Rich Cho
on Monday, after less than a year on the job. Miller
said Cho was “shocked” when informed of the deci-
sion on Monday morning. Chad Buchanan, the
team’s director of college scouting, will serve as act-
ing general manager ... Chicago Bulls center
Joakim Noah apologized again Monday for di-

recting an anti-gay slur at a fan during Game 3 of
the Eastern Conference finals, and was bracing for
punishment — likely a large fine — from the NBA.
Noah and NBA officials met Monday morning ...
Kurt Rambis appeared at a predraft workout of
prospects in Minnesota on Monday despite still
not knowing if he will return as Timberwolves
coach next season. The Wolves are hosting
dozens of scouts, executives and coaches around
the NBA over the next three days to get a look at
some of the players who will be considered in the
draft next month. Rambis was a surprise appear-
ance at the workouts because Wolves president
David Kahn has not said if Rambis will be brought
back for a third season.

FOOTBALL

tails Monday.

Run S.D. Brooks Distance Academy June 16-18

BERESFORD — The Run South Dakota Brooks Distance Academy will be held June 16-18 at Beres-
ford. The camp is headed by former South Dakota State cross country coach Scott Underwood.

The price for the camp includes academy classes, specialized training, room and board, road race entry
and race t-shirt, a camp t-shirt, Run(SD) magazines and Brooks sponsored prizes.

For more info, contact runsdmagazine@gmail.com or 605-645-9820. More information is also available
at www.runsodak.com.

Greenway Dual Sports Camp June 27-28

MITCHELL — The Chad Greenway Dual Sports Camp will be held June 27-28, from 10 a.m.-1:45 p.m.
each day, in Mitchell. The camp is run by Minnesota Vikings linebacker Chad Greenway, who was an all-
state selection in basketball and football at Mount Vernon High School.

The camp is open to those in grades 3-10 (in 2011-12 school year). Campers may participate in either

basketball or football, or both sports. Football sessions will be held at the Mitchell High School practice field.
Basketball sessions will be held at the MHS gym.
Registration deadline is June 15. Call 605-770-2854 for more information.

A federal magistrate has rejected the NFL's
request for more time to file a response in the
pending antitrust lawsuit filed by its locked-out
players. U.S. Magistrate Judge Jeanne Graham
ruled Monday that the NFL must answer by June 6.
The league had asked for a July 6 deadline to an-
swer a lawsuit filed by current players but since
amended to included complaints from retirees led
by former Hall of Famer Carl Eller ... The Detroit
Lions say they have made some adjustments to
their business operation because of the NFL
lockout. The team would not provide any more de-

Yankton Baseball All Skills Camp Ma¥_125

The Yankton Baseball Association will conduct an all skills camp for ages
at Riverside Field.
Times for the different age groups are as follows: Ages 13-14 (10 a.m.-noon), 11-12 (1-3 p.m.), 9-10 (4-
5p.m.)and 7-8 (6-7 p.m.).
Registration information and a waiver form can be dropped off at the Summit Activities Center, and are
due by Friday, May 20.
Campers will be coached by Robb McClemans (YHS varsity and Legion head coach), Andy Bematow
(Mount Marty head coach), as well as Scott Morrison, Drew Lawrence, Trey Krier, Mark Vig, D.J. Eversley,
Chris Haynes, Adam McVay, Jason Livermont, Chris Marlow, Derrik Nelson and Jared Miller. Also assisting
will be Yankton High School varsity players.

4 on Wednesday, May 25,

Report a score: Call 605-665-7811, ext. 106 or 800-743-2968 after 4 p.m. M Fax: 605-665-1721 B E-mail: sports@yankton.net

BASEBALL 23. California 30-18 442 25
24. Coastal Carolina 37-18 439 26
BASEBALL AMERICA TOP 25 25. Kent St 3914 436 26
DURHAM, N.C. (AP) — The top 25 teams 20 Stanford 3019 435 —
in the Baseball America poll with records through 21. Fresno §t' 37-14 433 20
May 22 and previous ranking (voting by the staff 25 St John's 3218 430 —
of Baseball America): 29. Troy 4016 428 —
30. James Madison 3717 425 —
Record  Pvs
1. South Carolina 44-12
2. Texas 4013 5  AMERICAN LEAGUE
3. Florida 41-15 6 East Division
4. Vanderbilt 449 7 W L Pt GB
5. Virginia 459 1 New York 25 21 543 —
6. Oregon State 38-14 2 Tampa Bay 26 22 542 —
7. Florida State 40-15 4 Boston 25 22 532 12
8. Arizona State 38-14 8  Toronto 24 23 511 1112
9. Cal State Fullerton 37-14 9 Baltimore 21 24 467 3112
10. Texas Christian 40-15 10 Central Division
11. Georgia Tech 39-17 12 W L Pct GB
12. North Carolina 44-12 17 Cleveland 30 15 667 —
13. Texas A&GM 38-18 11 Detroit 24 23 .51 7
14. Clemson 3917 18 Kansas City 22 24 478 8112
15. Connecticut 39-15 15 Chicago 22 21 449 10
16. Rice 38-18 19 Minnesota 15 30 333 15
17. Miami 34-20 16 West Division
18. Oklahoma 40-15 13 W L Pct GB
19. Southern Mississippi 38-15 14 Texas 25 23 521 —
20. Arkansas 36-18 23 Los Angeles 24 24 500 1
21. Troy 40-16 NR  Seattle 22 24 418 2
22. Florida International 3717 24 Oakland 22 25 468 2112
23.UCLA 3120 NR  Monday's Games
24.UC Irvine 3714 NR Cleveland 3, Boston 2
25. East Carolina 3718 NR Detroit 6, Tampa Bay 3

COLLEGIATE BASEBALL POLL

TUCSON, Ariz. (AP) — The Collegiate
Baseball poll with records through May 22,
points and previous rank. Voting is done by
coaches, sports writers and sports information
directors:

Record Pts Pvs
494 3

Toronto 7, N.Y. Yankees 3

Texas 4, Chicago White Sox 0

Seattle at Minnesota, 8:10 p.m.

Oakland at L.A. Angels, 10:05 p.m.
Tuesday's Games

Boston (Beckett 3-1) at Cleveland (Car-
mona 3-4), 6:05 p.m.

Kansas City (Duffy 0-0) at Baltimore (Brit-
ton 5-2), 6:05 p.m.

Tampa Bay (W.Davis 4-4) at Detroit (Ver-

Toronto (R.Romero 4-4) at N.Y. Yankees
Chicago White Sox (Peavy 1-0) at Texas
Seattle (Fister 2-4) at Minnesota (Blackburn
Oakland (Moscoso 0-0) at L.A. Angels

AMERICAN LEAGUE LEADERS
BATTING—Joyce, Tampa Bay, .355;
Bautista, Toronto, .353; AdGonzalez, Boston,
.342; MiYoung, Texas, .339; HKendrick, Los An-
geles, .322; Lowrie, Boston, .319; Kubel, Min-

RUNS—Bautista, Toronto, 37; MiCabrera,
Detroit, 34; ACabrera, Cleveland, 32; Grander-
son, New York, 32; Zobrist, Tampa Bay, 31; Ad-
Gonzalez, Boston, 30; HKendrick, Los Angeles,

1. South Carolina 44-12

2. Florida 4115 493 4

3. Vanderbilt 4.9 492 5 lander4-3) 6:05p.m.
4. Texas 4013 489 6

5. Virginia 459 487 1 (Sabathia4-3),6:05 p.m.
6. Oregon St. 38-14 485 2 )
7. Texas Christian 4015 484 7 (DHolland3-1), 7:05p.m.
8. Georgia Tech 3917 480 8 3

9. North Carolina 4412 478 16 4. 710pm.

10. Cal. St. Fullerton 3744 477 10

11. Arizona St. 3814 475 13 (Haren4-2), 6:05pm.
12. Florida St, 40415 473 9

13. Texas A&M 3818 472 11

14. Oklahoma 4015 469 12

15. Connecticut 39-15-1 467 14

16. Miami, Fla. 3420 463 15

17.UCLA 3120 461 17 nesola 318.

18. Clemson 3917 459 18

19. U.C. Invine 3744 456 19

20. Rice 3818 452 24

21. Southern Miss. 3815 448 21

22. Arkansas 3618 445 30 30

RBI—AdGonzalez, Boston, 41; Beltre,
Texas, 37; Konerko, Chicago, 36; Granderson,
New York, 34; ACabrera, Cleveland, 32; Youk-
ilis, Boston, 32; Bautista, Toronto, 31; MiYoung,
Texas, 31.

HITS—AdGonzalez, Boston, 65; MiYoung,
Texas, 61; HKendrick, Los Angeles, 57; ACabr-
era, Cleveland, 55; Guerrero, Baltimore, 55;
ISuzuki, Seattle, 55; Ellsbury, Boston, 54; Kubel,
Minnesota, 54.

DOUBLES—Quentin, Chicago, 16; MiY-
oung, Texas, 16; AdGonzalez, Boston, 15; Gor-
don, Kansas City, 15; Butler, Kansas City, 14;
MiCabrera, Detroit, 14; Ellsbury, Boston, 14; Zo-
brist, Tampa Bay, 14.

TRIPLES—Bourjos, Los Angeles, 5;
Granderson, New York, 4; Borbon, Texas, 3;
MeCabrera, Kansas City, 3; Crisp, Oakland, 3;
DeJesus, Oakland, 3; Gardner, New York, 3;
Gordon, Kansas City, 3; CPatterson, Toronto, 3;
SRodriguez, Tampa Bay, 3.

HOME RUNS—Bautista, Toronto, 18;
Granderson, New York, 16; Teixeira, New York,
12; Beltre, Texas, 10; Konerko, Chicago, 10; 7
tied at 9.

STOLEN BASES—Andrus, Texas, 15; Ells-
bury, Boston, 15; Crisp, Oakland, 14; Aybar, Los
Angeles, 12; RDavis, Toronto, 12; Fuld, Tampa
Bay, 12; ISuzuki, Seattle, 11.

PITCHING—Cahill, Oakland, 6-1; Tomlin,
Cleveland, 6-1; Scherzer, Detroit, 6-1; Lester,
Boston, 6-1; Pineda, Seattle, 6-2; Weaver, Los
Angeles, 6-4; 10 tied at 5.

STRIKEOUTS—FHernandez, Seattle, 77;
Shields, Tampa Bay, 73; Verlander, Detroit, 71;
Haren, Los Angeles, 66; Weaver, Los Angeles,
65; Lester, Boston, 63; Pineda, Seattle, 61.

SAVES—MaRivera, New York, 13; CPerez,
Cleveland, 12; Valverde, Detroit, 11; League,
Seattle, 10; Fuentes, Oakland, 9; Feliz, Texas,
9; Farnsworth, Tampa Bay, 9.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
East Division

W L Pt GB
Philadelphia 29 18 617 —
Florida 26 19 578 2
Atlanta 26 23 531 4
New York 22 24 478 6112
Washington 21 25 457 7112

Central Division

W L Pct GB
St. Louis 28 20 583 —
Cincinnati 25 23 521 3
Milwaukee 24 23 511 3112
Pittsburgh 22 24 478 5
Chicago 20 25 444 6112
Houston 17 30 .362 10172

West Division

W L Pt GB
San Francisco 21 19 587 —
Colorado 23 22 511 3112
Arizona 23 23 500 4

Los Angeles 21 27
San Diego 19 28
Monday's Games

Philadelphia 10, Cincinnati 3

L.A. Dodgers at Houston, 8:05 p.m.

Washington at Milwaukee, 8:10 p.m.

St. Louis at San Diego, 10:05 p.m.
Tuesday's Games

Arizona (J.Saunders 0-5) at Colorado (De
La Rosa 5-2), 2:10 p.m., 1st game

Atlanta (Jurrjens 5-1) at Pittsburgh (Morton
5-1), 6:05 p.m.

Cincinnati (Cueto 2-1) at Philadelphia (Wor-
ley 2-0), 6:05 p.m.

L.A. Dodgers (Billingsley 2-4) at Houston
(Happ 3-5), 7:05 p.m.

N.Y. Mets (Niese 3-4) at Chicago Cubs
(Dempster 2-4), 7:05 p.m.

Washington (L.Hernandez 3-6) at Milwau-
kee (Narveson 2-3), 7:10 p.m.

Arizona (Collmenter 3-0) at Colorado
(Chacin 5-2), 7:40 p.m., 2nd game

St. Louis (McClellan 6-1) at San Diego (Ha-
rang 5-2), 9:05 p.m.

Florida (Nolasco 3-0) at San Francisco
(Cain 3-2), 9:15 p.m.

NATIONAL LEAGUE LEADERS

BATTING—Holliday, St. Louis, .349;
Polanco, Philadelphia, .339; Berkman, St. Louis,
.338; YMolina, St. Louis, .333; Votto, Cincinnati,
.327; SCastro, Chicago, .323; Wallace, Hous-
ton, .318.

RUNS—Votto, Cincinnati, 34; Braun, Mil-
waukee, 33; Rasmus, St. Louis, 33; Stubbs,
Cincinnati, 33; Berkman, St. Louis, 32; Bruce,
Cincinnati, 31; Holliday, St. Louis, 31.

RBI—Braun, Milwaukee, 37; Fielder, Mil-
waukee, 36; Howard, Philadelphia, 36; Berk-
man, St. Louis, 35; Pence, Houston, 35; Kemp,
Los Angeles, 32; Holliday, St. Louis, 31.

HITS—SCastro, Chicago, 62; JosReyes,
New York, 62; Polanco, Philadelphia, 61; Prado,
Atlanta, 60; Pence, Houston, 57; Kemp, Los An-
geles, 56; Carroll, Los Angeles, 55; Ethier, Los
Angeles, 55; Votto, Cincinnati, 55.

DOUBLES—CJones, Atlanta, 15; Beltran,
New York, 14; JosReyes, New York, 14; CY-
oung, Arizona, 14; Fielder, Milwaukee, 13; Hol-
liday, St. Louis, 13; Pence, Houston, 13;
SSmith, Colorado, 13; Votto, Cincinnati, 13.

TRIPLES—JosReyes, New York, 6; Vic-
torino, Philadelphia, 5; Espinosa, Washington,
4; Braun, Milwaukee, 3; SCastro, Chicago, 3;
Fowler, Colorado, 3; Rasmus, St. Louis, 3.

HOME RUNS—Braun, Milwaukee, 12;
Bruce, Cincinnati, 12; Berkman, St. Louis, 11;
ASoriano, Chicago, 11; Tulowitzki, Colorado, 11;
Fielder, Milwaukee, 10; Howard, Philadelphia,
10; Kemp, Los Angeles, 10; Stanton, Florida,
10.

438 7
404 8112

STOLEN BASES—Bourn, Houston, 17;
JosReyes, New York, 17; Desmond, Washing-
ton, 14; Stubbs, Cincinnati, 14; Bourgeois,
Houston, 12; CGomez, Milwaukee, 12; Kemp,

AREA CALENDAR

Tuesday, May 24

tral Valley GC, Hartford

Sioux Falls
Wednesday, May 25

Point (7:30 p.m.)
Thursday, May 26

BASEBALL, CLUB Class A Wild Card Game
GOLF, BOYS'’ S.D. State Tourn. Class B Tourn. at Cen-

GOLF, GIRLS’ S.D. State Class AA Tourn. at Brook-
ings; S.D. State Class A Tourn. at The Bluffs GC, Vermil-
lion; S.D. State Tourn. Class B Tourn. at Elmwood GC,

BASEBALL, AMATEUR Vermillion Grey Sox at Elk

BASEBALL, AMATEUR Avon at Tabor (7:30 p.m.);
Wynot at Menno (7:30 p.m., KVHT-FM); Yankton at Crofton

(7:30 p.m.)

p.m., KVTK-AM)

TRACK & FIELD, COLLEGE OUTDOOR NCAA West
Regionals at Eugene, Ore. (USD)

TRACK, PREP S.D. State Class AA Meet at Brandon

TRACK & FIELD, COLLEGE OUTDOOR NCAA West
Regionals at Eugene, Ore. (USD)
Friday, May 27
BASEBALL, AMATEUR Irene at Freeman (7:30 p.m.);
Scotland at Lesterville (7:30 p.m.); Tabor at Yankton (7:30

FOOTBALL, SEMI-PRO Dakota Warrior at Minnesota

Flight

BASEBALL, AMATEUR Crofton at Avon (7:30 p.m.);
Freeman at Wynot (7:30 p.m.); Irene at Scotland (7:30
p.m.); Lesterville at Tabor (7:30 p.m.); Yankton at Menno

(7:30 p.m.)

(10:30 a.m.); S.D. State Class A Meet at Madison (9:30

a.m.); S.D. State Class B Meet at Sioux Falls (9:30 a.m.)
Saturday, May 28

TRACK & FIELD, COLLEGE OUTDOOR NCAA West
Regionals at Eugene, Ore. (USD

TRACK, PREP S.D. State Meet at Sioux Falls (9 a.m.)

BASEBALL, CLUB State A Tourn. at Sioux Falls; State
B Tourn. at Flandreau

Sunday, May 29

Monday, May 30

Los Angeles, 12.

PITCHING—McClellan, St. Louis, 6-1; Mar-
cum, Milwaukee, 6-1; Hamels, Philadelphia, 6-
2; Halladay, Philadelphia, 6-3; Correia,
Pittsburgh, 6-4; 14 tied at 5.

STRIKEOUTS—Halladay, Philadelphia, 80;
ClLee, Philadelphia, 78; Lincecum, San Fran-
cisco, 75; Kershaw, Los Angeles, 70; Hamels,
Philadelphia, 68; Garza, Chicago, 68; Norris,
Houston, 64.

SAVES—LNunez, Florida, 17; FRodriguez,
New York, 15; Street, Colorado, 14; BrWilson,
San Francisco, 13; Hanrahan, Pittsburgh, 13;
Putz, Arizona, 12; Axford, Milwaukee, 12; Kim-
brel, Atlanta, 12.

BASKETBALL

NBA PLAYOFFS
CONFERENCE FINALS

Saturday, May 21

Dallas 93, Oklahoma City 87, Dallas leads
series 2-1
Sunday, May 22

Chicago at Miami, 7:30 p.m.
Mondah/, May 23
Dallas af Oklahoma City, 8 p.m.
Tuesday, May 24

Chicago at Miami, 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, May 25

x-Oklahoma City at Dallas, 8 p.m.
Thursday, Mee/ 26

Miami at Chicago, 7:30 p.m.
Friday, May 27

x-Dallas at Oklahoma City, 8 p.m.
Saturday, May 28

x-Chicago at Miami, 7:30 p.m.

Sunday, May 29
x-(gklahoma City at Dallas, 8 p.m.

HOCKEY

NHL PLAYOFFS

CONFERENCE FINALS (Best-of-7)
Saturday, May 21

Tampa Bay 5, Boston 3
Sunday, May 22

Vancouver 4, San Jose 2, Vancouver leads
series 3-1
Monday, Magy 23

Boston 3, Tampa Bay 1, Boston leads se-
ries 3-2
Tuesday, May 24

San Jose at Vancouver, 8 p.m.
Wednesday, May 25

Boston'at Tampa Bay, 7 p.m.
Thursday, May 26

x-Vancouver at San Jose, 8 p.m.
Friday, May 27

x-Tampa Bay at Boston, 7 p.m.

Saturday, May 28
x-San Jose at Vancouver, 7 p.m.

TRANSACTIONS

BASEBALL
Major Leaﬁ_ue Baseball .

MLB—Fined Washington C Ivan Rodriguez
an undisclosed amount and disciplined Wash-
ington general manager Mike Rizzo for verbally
confronting umpires in a stadium tunnel after a
disputed call in a game on May 19.

American League

TEXAS RANGERS—Activated OF Josh
Hamilton and OF Nelson Cruz from the 15-day
DL. Recalled RHP Yoshinori Tateyama from
Round Rock (PCL). Optioned INF Chris Davis,
RHP Cody Eppley and C Taylor Teagarden to
Round Rock.

National League

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS—Reinstated
3B Melvin Mora from the bereavement list. Des-
ignated INF Josh Wilson for assignment.

ATLANTA BRAVES—Placed CF Nate
McLouth on the 15-day DL. Recalled OF Jordan
Schafer from Gwinnett (IL).

CINCINNATI REDS—Optioned RHP Edin-
son Volquez and RHP Jordan Smith to Louisville
(IL). Called up INF Todd Frazier and LHP Matt
Maloney from Louisville.

MILWAUKEE BREWERS—

Claimed LHP Daniel Ray Herrera
off waivers from Cincinnati.

Placed C Gerald Laird on the 15-day DL. Acti-
vated 2B Skip Schumaker from the 15-day DL.
Recalled C Tony Cruz from Memphis (PCL). Op-
tioned RHP Mitchell Boggs to Memphis. An-
nounced Rule 5 draft RHP Brian Broderick was
returned by Washington and assigned to Mem-

phis.

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES—Activated INF
Chase Utley from the 15-day DL.

SAN DIEGO PADRES—Optioned OF Will
Venable to Tucson (PCL). Purchased the con-
tract of OF Blake Tekotte from San Antonio
(Texas). Designated RHP Samuel Deduno for
assignment.

WASHINGTON NATIONALS—Placed 1B
Adam LaRoche on the 15-day DL.

American Association

AMARILLO SOX—Released RHP Tyler
Pearson and INF Mayo Santana. Signed INF
Van Pope.

EL PASO DIABLOS—Released
Amoldo Ponce.

GARY SOUTHSHORE RAILCATS—Re-
leased C Johnny Bowden.

GRAND PRAIRIE AIRHOGS—Released C
Dan Jordan and OF Kevin Thompson. Signed
OF Tyler Henley.

KANSAS CITY T-BONES—Released C
Luis Nieblas, INF Gabe Suarez, INF Ryne Price
and INF Clint Stottlemyre. Signed RHP Wade
Morrison.

LINCOLN SALTDOGS—Released RHP
Brendon Smith.

SIOUX CITY EXPLORERS—Released
RHP Matt Rossignol.

SIOUX FALLS PHEASANTS—Released
RHP Andrew Pluta.

WINNIPEG GOLDEYES—Traded INF
Wilmer Pino to Edinburg (North American) for a
player to be named.

INF

Can-Am League

BROCKTON ROX—Rgeased INF Mike

Kitt.
NEW JERSEY JACKALS—Released LHP

Lance McClain.

NEWARK BEARS—Released INF John
Sciullo, RHP Dan Ramos-Dominko and OF Clint
Reynolds.

Charlie Pagliarulo. Released RHP Adam Ortiz-
Jusino.

WORCESTER TORNADOES—Signed OF
Alex Nunez. Released LHP Davis Bilardello,
INF Dallas Christison and OF Peter Fatse.

Frontier League

EVANSVILLE—Released LHP Ryan Mor-
ris.

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS MINERS—Re-
leased RHP Jimmy Marshall.

WASHINGTON WILD THINGS—Placed
RHP Ryan Gardner on the suspended list.

North American League

SAN ANGELO COLTS—Released LHP
Scott Crook, LHP Frank James and RHP Corey
Morehouse.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

NBA—Fined Chicago F Joakim Noah
$50,000 for using a derogatory and offensive
term from the bench during the May 22 game at
Miami.

PORTLAND TRAIL BLAZERS—Fired gen-
eral manager Rich Cho. Named director of col-
lege scouting Chad Buchanan acting general
manager.

COLLEGES

APPALACHIAN STATE—Named Kellen
Sampson men’s assistant basketball coach.

CLARKSON—Named Casey Jones men's
hockey coach.

MURRAY STATE—Named Steve Prohm
men’s basketball coach.

OHIO STATE—Named Nate Handrahan
women's ice hockey coach.

PACE—Announced the resignation of
swimming and diving coach William Natlo.

PENN STATE—Announced the resignation
of men’s basketball Ed DeChellis to take the
same position at Navy.

SOUTH ALABAMA—Named Michael
Crane women’s assistant soccer coach.

TENNESSEE—Fired baseball coach Todd
Raleigh.

WAYLAND BAPTIST—Named Matt Gamett
men’s basketball coach.

WINTHROP—Named John Sung women's
lacrosse coach.

Pirates Eager To Prove Solid Start Is No Mirage ———

PITTSBURGH (AP) — During
their journey together through the
Pittsburgh Pirates minor league
organization, Andrew McCutchen
and Neil Walker would talk on
long bus rides through sleepy
towns about how great it would
be when they helped make the
long-suffering big-league club rele-
vant again.

McCutchen, the speedy center
fielder and Walker, the talented
second baseman, never set a
timetable.

All that mattered was the desti-
nation.

"We want to beat the odds,"
McCutchen said. "We want to be
the team that turns things around.
That's what I feel that we have,
that's what I feel we're shooting
for. And we're doing a pretty good
job at it."

At least, by Pittsburgh's rela-
tively modest standards.

Ayear after a miserable 105-
loss campaign that served as an
ugly exclamation point to an 18th
straight losing season — a North
American professional sports
league record — the Pirates are
looking decidedly, well, un-Pirate-
like.

A week before Memorial Day,
Pittsburgh is sitting at a re-
;h)ectable, if not spectacular, 22-

It's not much, but it's some-
thing.

“[ can tell you firsthand that
it's not a mirage," Walker said.
"This is a different team. This is a
different attitude. This is a differ-
ent daily grind than it's been in
the past, and we know that."

Even if the city appears to be
taking a wait-and-see approach.

The NFL lockout and the Pen-
guins' early exit from the NHL
playoffs have allowed the Pirates
to command center stage in a
town where they're often an after-
thought by Memorial Day. Yet, the
public has been slow to hop on
the bandwagon.

Pittsburgh ranks 26th in aver-
age attendance, with the stands
less than half full for most games
at quirky and comfortable PNC
Park.

It's nothing new.

Detroit Tigers manager Jim
Leyland managed the Pirates from
1986-96 and led them to three
straight division titles from 1990-
92. Leyland still lives in the city
during the offseason, and can
sense the frustration.

“"I'm sure the people here have
grown impatient and rightfully
s0," Leyland said. "But [ believe
they're definitely (heading) in the
right direction.”

He recalls feeling "sad" when
he'd sit in a nearly vacant ballpark
watching the Pirates slog through
another listless summer. These
days, the word he prefers to use
when talking about his old team is
"impressed.”

Then again, Leyland has more
of a vested interest than most. He
encouraged Clint Hurdle to take
the job when the former Colorado
Rockies manager interviewed with
the Pirates last winter.

"It's kind of the same way (as
when) [ came here," Leyland said.
"For a little bit, it was a no-lose sit-
uation because they had been
struggling so long and we felt the
only place we could go would be
up possibly and we did at some
point obviously."

Hurdle, who led the Rockies to
the 2007 World Series, is well
aware of the black cloud that has
hung over the organization for
years. And he couldn't care less.

After all, focusing on the
rearview mirror isn't his style.

"We don't look at the past,”
Hurdle said. "There's a lot of
things that haven't worked out
historically here that we're trying
to change."

Apathy and skepticism are just
a few.

Pitcher Paul Maholm has en-
dured five years of losing. He tries
his best to avoid negativity, opting
for satellite radio or his iPod
when he's driving through town
instead of sports radio. And he

avoids the local papers at all
costs.

He knows the organization has
underperformed. He doesn't need
to be reminded.

"It (stinks) to be out of it
early," Maholm said. "The fans
aren't getting what they deserve
when you're just playing the sea-
son out."

The games, at least for the mo-
ment, mean something. If the Pi-
rates can find a way to take two
from the Atlanta Braves starting
on Tuesday, they'll be at .500 this
late in the season for the first time
in seven years.

Not bad for a team that ap-
peared to be in a free-fall a week
ago. Pittsburgh briefly put its
head above water at 18-17 on May
9, then promptly lost six straight
games.

As the losses mounted, Hurdle
sensed his team was at a delicate
point in its development. Rather
than wait, he called the players to-
gether and repeated a message
he's sent consistently since spring
training: hold fast.

"(He said) 'The pilot has put on
the seatbelt sign and now go back
to your seats, sit down and get
back to the fundamentals and
we'll get smooth skies again'," out-
fielder Matt Diaz said. "Again, he
has not lied to us once as a team.
So, we believe him."

Hurdle understands being a
psychologist is part of his job de-
scription. Books with titles like

"Courage" and "Encouragement
Changes Everything" occupy his
clubhouse desk, alongside biogra-
phies of Pirate greats like Roberto
Clemente and Bill Mazeroski.

And he's less concerned with
what his players have done, as op-
posed to what they can do.

"If you can't take risk out there
to the field and play outside your
comfort zone," he said, "I don't
know how good you can ever be."

And he's not afraid to take a
stand when he sees players slack-
ing, benching both McCutchen
and shortstop Ronny Cedeno for a
lack of hustle. McCutchen didn't
take it personally, calling it a les-
son learned.

It worked. He's surged since
the sit-down, hitting .343 over the
last nine games.

Taking a stand against a fran-
chise cornerstone can be a dan-
gerous thing for a team that has
made a habit of trading away
building blocks when it looks like
they'll get too expensive to keep.
Yet the 24-year-old McCutchen
says he wants to stick around and
fulfill the promise he and Walker
made to each other on their way
up through the ranks.

"We've had guys that didn't
want to be here and the guys that
are here now, they want to be
here," he said. "We have a group
of guys, we're prepared and we're
ready for anything."

Winning being chief among
them.
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Tyler Leise to be the leaders at the
tournament and hopefull we play
well,” Johnson said.

The team has only had the op-
portunity to play at Meadowlark
Hills once this season and will
have one more chance before state
begins.

“Anytime you play a course you
get more comfortable each time,”
he said. “The course is so different
from what we usually play — there

1 Ticket Per Ride -
except Zipper (2)

8 Rides

available from
mall merchants

are lots of blind tee-shots, tall na-
tive grass and water hazards. We
don’t play on courses that have all
that very often. It’s been very ben-
eficial to have those practice
rounds.”

Johnson said no matter how his
team finishes at state, he’s proud
of what they’ve accomplished this
year.

“At the beginning of the year,
we had three guys that really did-
n't have any experience and it
showed how inexperienced we
were as a team,” he said. “As the
season’s progressed, we've
learned how to compete through
all 18 holes.”
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