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on Title [ and Title Il and all the
other funds. We have about 11
teachers affected by that.”

Bietz said the other huge issue
— the funding questions — the
district faces did not go away be-
cause the opt-out failed.

“The proposals have been laid
on the table,” he said. “The deficit
didn’t go away. Unfortunately, we
have to formulate a new plan and
move forward with the resources
we have. We know we do have
some positions to fill because of
resignations in positions that
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were not cut. So, there will be ad-
vertisements. There will be posi-
tions to fill, just not as many as
we would have liked.”

Bietz said the motive behind
the opt-out wasn't trying to pull
something over on the commu-
nity, it was reacting to something
the school district felt was unfair
from the state.

“Now we know where the com-
munity is at and we have to put
together a plan,” he said. “That is
really what we want the state
leaders to do: Put together a plan
that we can respond to. A reces-
sion is one thing, but having the
rug pulled out from under you
changes the scope of how you
can react.”

Gertsema said that the district
does not have a plan B at this

point in answering the shortfall in
funding.

“I'really don’t know what the
school board is going to do at this
point,” he said. “In the next cou-
ple weeks or month, the school
board will have to decide what di-
rection they would like to go. We
are moving forward with the staff
that is left after the cuts are
made. We are getting ready for
the 2011-2012 school year. I met
with school administrators this
morning and we are busy plan-
ning for the 2,700 kids that are
going to walk in the door in Au-
gust. That is all we can do right
now.”

Both Bietz and Gertsema said
they appreciated that so many
people of the community did turn
out to cast their vote in the

election, even though the results
were not what they had hoped
for.

“l am grateful so many in the
community had and interest in
(the opt-out),” Gertsema said. “I
think that speaks well for the peo-
ple.

Bietz added: “The entire rea-
son for having a vote is to let the
people be heard. So in that re-
spect, the turnout was good. To
have ... over half the community
show up to express their voice,
now you know you have a true
representation of where the com-
munity is at.”

When reflecting on why they
felt the opt-out failed, Bietz said
he felt many people in the com-
munity believed that even if the
opt-out did fail, the school would

still go on and the kids would still
get a quality education.

“I don’t think anyone disputes
that,” he said. “Even the teachers
will tell you that the students will
still get a quality education. But, it
is going to be a whole lot harder
to reach all of the kids when you
have fewer teachers. Teachers
will still teach; administrators will
still be there to administer the
schools; busses will still get the
kids to and from school. There
are just going to be fewer of
each.”

As far as the voting mechanics
were concerned, Bietz said he did
learn an important lesson in stag-
ing an election: not to combine
districts 4 and 26.

“I think the election itself went
very well, except for the lines at
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Lincoln School,” he said. “But we
wanted to keep the process ex-
actly like that of a school board
election. So, that if someone knew
where to vote for the school
board, they would know where to
go to vote for the opt-out. In retro-
spect, if we have another similar
election, we will consider having
a separate voting place out by the
lake or maybe even having two
election tables at Lincoln.”

Much like the rest of the com-
munity, Gertsema said he
breathed a sigh of relief that the
election was over, regardless of
the outcome.

“It is time to step back and take
a look at where we are at, take a
deep breath and think about some-
thing different,” he said. “I think
the entire community would echo
those feelings.”
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«20%

Purchase any 2 Stonewall
THE P Kitchen Products & Receive

a FREE Cookbook*

*While quantities last

For all your outdoor grilling
products visit with us —
15 W. 3rd ¢ Historic Downtown Yankton ¢ 665-4480

Show your wooden nickel for these great deals!

15% Off

All Auto Glass Replacements

dan
$19 - 99Rock Chips

Offer valid May 28th thru June 10th
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’Bring In your Wooden Nickel and Save...
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All Other Watches

Carvelle
Watches

Call Paul or Jeff at
665-2710

° ) Since 1925
Meredith’s Jewelry DAKOTALAND | @ o
N 206 W. 3rd, Downtown Yankton ¢ (605) 665-2943 p. AUTOGLASS; INC Yankton
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THERAPY

AVERA SACRED HEART HOSPITAL

10" Off

All Lewis & Clark Recreation
Area Park Apparel

Expires June b, 2011

- Couples Massage
- Swedish

- Deep Tissue

- Hot Stone
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i i - Wellness Facial
E ff E - Facial Waxing
! . And More
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Any 1-hour massage
or facial treatment.
Expires: Aug 31, 2011

Call (605) 668-8376 for an appointment.

5-50 Months
Interest FREE

Averarr

Sacred Heart Hospital

LEWIS & CLARK RECREATION AREA 605-668-2985
RESORT 605-665-2680 * MARINA 605-665-3111

www.lewisandclarkpark.com

Bring in your Wooden Nickel & Get.. ..

FREE

& Outdoor Sporis

2305 East Highway 50, Yankton, SD 57078
605-665-8340 © 1-800-658-3094 * Open Every Night ‘til 9PM

DO Y VI

Hunting Scented
Lure with
ANY Purchase

Expires June 5th, 2011

Minimum purchase required.
Processing fees may apply.
See store for complete details.

] www.hatchfurniture.com ]

FURNITURE
&SFLOORING

“Your Home's Best Friend” MF 10-6, Sat. 10-5, Evenings by appt.

Yankton, SD

109 East Third, Yankton, SD
605-665-4416 - 800-798-4663

P
CHECKING ACCOUNT

FIRST DAKOTA

NATIONAL BANK

®

Yankton Downtown
©65.7422 1 225 Cedar Street

Yankton North
©65.4999 11 2105 Broadway Avenue

FIRSTDAKOTA.COM Efbi
* $50 minimum opening deposit. Not available with any

other offer. Free checkeard upon application with no
usage fees assessed.

Accessories

When you present your wooden nickel.

slumberland

furniture that lives the way you do

920 Broadway, Yankton + 665-3719

Wooden Nickel Appreciation Week
ild a Stronger Yankton!

Pick up your wooden nickel at
Linda’s Angel Crossing and...

E ()
~ -} SAVE 25% OFF
7@€ One Regular Price Item
Register for $1,000  <Infants 0-24 mo. *Boys 2T-7 Girls 2T-14
In Chamber Bucks! *Women'’s Fashions & Accessories

i, Linds A C qr
1101 Broadway, Morgen Square 665-0080

AND GET

MEDIUM $500

PEPPERONI
* Pickup or Dine-In - No Additional Toppings - No Substitutions - Not Good with Any

Other Offers - Not Valid on Delivery - Limit 1 offer per Nickel. Expires June 5th

1501 Broadway
Yankton

665-1222

OPEN: 11am-10pm Sunday-Saturday
BUFFET HOURS: Mon-Fri 11am-2pm & 5pm-8pm
Sat-Sun 11am-8pm
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2100 Broadway, Yankton, 665-3412

Saturday, May 28-Sunday, June 5, 2011

Bakery Fresh White
Hamburger Buns

$100

F 8 Count
Show our wooden nickel for this great deal!




