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FOXSP 35 (z7) | World PokerTour: |Ball Up Streetball | Action Sports UEFA_ [Twins | MLB Baseball Minnesota Twins at Kansas City Royals. (Live) Twins |Final Scr | Action Sports |NILB Baseball: Twins at Royals students involved in high school
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“Nowadays, most scenes are
about two minutes, especially when
it comes to the Web,” she said.

Joining Grano as a stand-up
comedy instructor is Kurtis
Matthews of the San Francisco Com-
edy College.

Matthews said a funny person
will tell more jokes that do not work
in their lifetime than ones that do. It
boils down to a desire to bring joy
to other people.

“Getting laughs is big fun and
hugely rewarding,” he said.

The rewarding elements of at-
tending camp stand out to
Schindler. Past attendees have taken
the skills they have fine-tuned in
camp and spun those talents into
gold.

“Several alumni have been fortu-
nate to earn medals at state speech,
primarily in entertainment, humor-
ous prose, duet acting and original
interpretation of drama, and at state
one-act competitions.”

The accolades extend to other
performance areas, too. One past
camp participant now travels with
the Young Americans, another is
making the rounds at comedy clubs
in Los Angeles, and several have in-
corporated what they learned into
their music careers.

“Campers learn so much more
than comedy,” Schindler said.

Several high schools from across
the state have approached
Schindler about sending groups of
speech and drama students to this
summer’s camp.

“We may not be considered a
mainstream speech or theater arts
summer program, but I've seen a
deep-rooted transformation in sev-
eral students while at camp, and
they’ve parlayed this skill set into
personal and professional success,”
she said.

Schindler said it’s rewarding to
watch each student’s confidence
and stage presence increase.

“By the final performance, stu-
dents’ poise and self-confidence
shine. They are fearless, even if the
butterflies consider flying,” she said.

Matthews addresses perform-
ance fears by teaching rehearsal and
performance techniques, in addition
to the structure of all comedy.

“I'will assist in creating an effec-
tive comedy routine that can be de-
livered onstage, at home, or to get
out of a traffic ticket,” he said with a
smile.

All joking aside, Grano said skills,
such as thinking on your feet and re-
sponding with humor, come in
handy during real-life situations, like
in the classroom or during college
interviews.

For more information, visit
www.greatamericancomedyfestival.c
om or contact Schindler at
luann@gpcom.net for a camp appli-
cation. There is a cost to attend.

More information about the 2011
Viaero Great American Comedy Fes-
tival can be found at
www.greatamericancomedyfestival.c
om, including the ability to purchase
tickets online for any of the festival's
performances from Wednesday,
June 15, through Sunday, June 19.



