
idly changing conditions.”
The releases of at least 150,000

cfs are a certainty at the lower five
mainstem dams, she said, and more
moisture could mean that that level
will have to be reached prior to
June 14.

“(Releases) could potentially go
higher if conditions in the Upper
Basin deteriorate,” Farhat stated.

The good news, according to
Michael Musher of the Hydrometeo-
rological Prediction Center, is that
after Monday evening moisture
should clear out of western Mon-
tana for at least several days.

LOCAL OFFICIALS SCRAMBLE TO
ADAPT TO CHANGING SITUATION

Locally, the changing conditions
have left little time for Yankton
County Emergency Management Di-
rector Paul Scherschligt to rest. He
said he got four hours of sleep Sun-
day night.

However, after speaking with Lt.
Gov. Matt Michels Monday morn-
ing, he may be able to rest a little
easier. Prior to that meeting, Scher-
schligt said his office had little guid-
ance on how high river levels may
get. Michels, who is coordinating
river response efforts in the Yank-
ton-Dakota Dunes areas, brought in-
formation that flooding would be
based on the 100-year flood map.

“We’re going to encourage citi-
zens to start looking at their hous-
ing and infrastructure within that
area,” Scherschligt said early Mon-
day afternoon. “Right now, we don’t
really have a good count on how

many residents that would affect.”
Projected inundation maps for

150,000 cfs released by the Corps
Monday evening show some flood-
ing can be expected along the shore
in the residential developments be-
tween Gavins Point Dam and Yank-
ton. However, it is not expected to
be extensive.

The most common question
people have had is how high the
water will get, according to Scher-
schligt.

“Up until (Monday), we really
didn’t have an answer for them,” he
said. “We’ve been basing a lot of
our stuff on the 100-year flood
plain, but today we confirmed it.”

The inundation map for Gavins
Point to Sioux City, Iowa, can be
found at:
http://www.nwo.usace.army.mil/ht
ml/op-
e/maps/Gavins_to_Sioux_City.pdf.

The uncertainty of river levels
had many residents along the river
scrambling to fortify their homes
during the weekend with sandbags. 

Yankton County Emergency
Management put out an urgent re-
quest for volunteers to help with
sandbagging duties at the County
Highway Shop, located west of
Quizno’s along Broadway. Yankton
County has received 500,000 sand-
bags.

Scherschligt said they are being
used as fast as they can be filled. A
constant stream of vehicles could
be seen along Broadway Avenue
Monday afternoon as they waited
to turn into the sandbagging facility.

Prison inmates will be utilized
throughout the week to load bags
with sand, and volunteers from the
public are still being sought for
today (Tuesday).

Laura Gulick of Yankton was one
of the volunteers filling sandbags

Monday afternoon. She said that
her home in Yankton is not under
threat.

“I just wanted to help the com-
munity,” Gulick stated.

“Our crews are working so hard
that they don’t want to take a
break,” Scherschligt said. “We actu-
ally had to make sure they take a
break every hour.”

He said individuals from
throughout the region have been
helping to fill sandbags or have
been donating food to those doing
the work.

“We’re not going to stop until
everybody is safe or has the re-
sources they need to be safe,” Sch-
erschligt said. “I can’t thank people
enough for coming out to help.
Without their help, we’d be in trou-
ble.”

Beginning today, the Yankton
Area Chamber of Commerce will
begin preparing a list to help con-
nect people in need with volun-
teers. They can be reached at (605)
665-3636.

In addition, the Chamber is col-
lecting items such as plastic totes,
moving boxes, zip ties and packag-
ing tape.
RESIDENTS BELOW YANKTON PRE-

PARE FOR HIGH WATERS
Below Yankton, residents in the

River Aspen neighborhood were
building a levee of sandbags to pro-
tect their homes Monday and were
debating whether to build an
earthen levee along the shore.

Jerry Pollard, who has lived in
the development for nine years,
said he and many other residents
are evacuating the area voluntarily
for other living arrangements.

“I had a 25-foot drop-off (to the
Missouri River). Now it is five feet,”
he said. “I don’t want to take the

chance that things will get bad,
and I won’t be able to make it to
home.”

Friends, family and strangers
from as far away as Wyoming have
been in the neighborhood to help
with the sandbagging efforts, Pol-
lard said.

Farther west in Riverside Acres,
homeowner Gary Blom was not
worried about the river level flood-
ing his residence. However, he and
others were dismantling a boat-
house he had constructed last
year.

Blom had no plans to place
sandbags around his home.

“Sandbagging wouldn’t help us
at all,” he said.

Currently, Blom expects there
may be flooding in his basement
and encouraged others in the area
to prepare for groundwater in their
basements.

Emergency response officials
had visited with homeowners in
the area, and he said they had
been good about providing infor-
mation.

Blom and Pollard both said
their communities had pulled to-
gether in the face of rising river
water.

“It’s been amazing,” Blom said.
At the Gavins Point Dam, visi-

tors from throughout the region
crowded into the spillway area to
get a glimpse of the releases,
which have now surpassed the
previous record high of 70,000 cfs
set in 1997.

“We haven’t been up here for a
while, and we’ve never seen it like
this,” said Rob Lamm of Norfolk,
Neb.

“It’s unbelievable,” said his
wife, Barb.
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75 YEARS AGO
Sunday, May 31, 1936

No paper.

50 YEARS AGO
Wednesday, May 31, 1961

• Memorial Day observances and
outings were dampened by 2.03 inches
of rainfall yesterday.

• Multiple car accidents scarred fes-
tivities over Memorial Day, including an
accident that involved the damaging of

five metal panels on the Meridian
Bridge. 

25 YEARS AGO
Saturday, May 31, 1986

• Three people were injured in a
propane explosion at a house in the
Lake Andes Housing Project.

• Yankton’s Matt Brunick and Tom
Kautz placed third in the junior boys
doubles competition in the South
Dakota Young American Bowling Al-
liance Tournament.

SATURDAY RESULTS
2 BY 2: Red Balls: 16-20, White

Balls: 20-22
MYDAY: Month: 5, Day: 24, Year: 6
PICK 3: 2-4-5
PICK 5: 03-07-08-12-34. Estimated

jackpot: $106,000
POWERBALL: 12-20-43-51-55,

Powerball: 11, Power Play: 4
DAKOTA CASH: 04-06-10-21-22
HOT LOTTO: 05-13-14-32-36, Hot

Ball: 7
WILD CARD 2: 08-09-12-18-26,

Wild Card: JH

SUNDAY RESULTS
2 BY 2: Red Balls: 13-22, White

Balls: 5-19. Top Prize $22,000.

MONDAY RESULTS
2 BY 2: Red Balls: 5-18, White

Balls: 21-26
MYDAY: Month: 1, Day: 13, Year:

23
PICK 3: 4-2-1 
PICK 5: 02-04-05-15-20. Estimated

jackpot: $110,000

any flood-threatened area should
not assume that levees will be
done in time or will hold against
record dam releases from Mis-
souri River reservoirs swollen by
heavy spring snowmelt and rain.

New rainfall in the basin
prompted the corps to accelerate
planned releases from Oahe Dam.
The maximum of 150,000 cubic
feet per second has not changed,
but releases will reach that level
by June 7. Earlier projections were
for June 15. Daugaard said officials
still believe they should finish lev-
ees in Pierre before releases reach
the maximum.

Pierre Mayor Laurie Gill on
Monday said 800 homes and more
than 2,000 people could be af-
fected by flooding in her city, the
state’s capital.

“We’re starting to see it in the
parks system. You can see it going
up over the banks, you can see it
covering up bike paths,” she said
in an interview broadcast by

KGFX radio. “In southeast Pierre,
it’s ... coming up to the end of the
golf course. In some of the back-
yards in southeast Pierre the
water’s coming up toward the
houses.”

Gill said the number of people
and officials responding to help in
the flood-fight efforts was “over-
whelming.” Among those helping
are South Dakota National Guard
soldiers, including some who were
at annual training in Wyoming
preparing for duty later this year
in Afghanistan, the Rapid City
Journal reported.

Maj. Gen. Timothy Reisch, the
state Guard commander, said that
by Tuesday the Guard presence
should total more than 600 sol-
diers.

Daugaard on Monday called on
all South Dakota residents to
“help their neighbors.”

“We’ve had no deaths as a con-
sequence of this flooding. What
we need to do is keep that record
and work hard,” he said. “South
Dakotans are strong, self-reliant
people and we are all going to
work with every fiber of our being
to fight this flood.”

Dunes
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VERDEL, Neb. (AP) — Resi-
dents of a cabin community just
south of the Missouri River in
northeast Nebraska have left their
homes before floodwater blocks
their escape.

Knox County officials say Lazy
River Acres between Niobrara and
Verdel were evacuated on Sunday. 

Knox County emergency man-
ager Laura Hintz told the Norfolk
Daily News that Nebraska Highway
12, which runs between the two
cities, could be flooded over soon.

The Army Corps of Engineers
warns that flooding will likely
worsen over the next month as re-
leases from upstream reservoirs
reach historic levels. 

Water has already spilled over
the banks in several low-lying
areas along the river in Nebraska
and Iowa.

Residents of a riverside subdivi-
sion near the northwest Iowa city
of Sloan are calling for help filling
sandbags.

Rising Missouri River Empties Verdel

Flood
From Page 1

 911 Chevy Lane • E. Hwy 50
 Yankton • 665-7670

 Here is what our customers are 
 saying about us:

 “We have had 2 vehicles 

 repaired by them & both came 

 out looking like a new car. 

 They were very professional & 

 we enjoy doing business 

 with them.”
 Complete Satisfaction 

 is our goal!

 The Collision Center Team :
 Steve, Travis, Wayne, Cy, Paul, 

 Tom, Dan, Tanner & Renee


