
BY EDITH M. LEDERER
Associated Press

UNITED NATIONS — The U.N.
Security Council ordered all coun-
tries Wednesday to freeze the as-
sets of three North Korean
state-owned companies to punish
Pyongyang for its failed rocket
launch last month.

The April 13 long-range launch,
which Pyongyang called a failed at-
tempt to put a satellite into space,
violated earlier Security Council
resolutions prohibiting North
Korea from engaging in nuclear
and missile activity. The rocket
broke into pieces shortly after
liftoff.

The Security Council’s commit-
tee that monitors sanctions against
North Korea approved the sanc-
tions Wednesday and ordered all
countries to freeze the assets of
the three companies. The Euro-
pean Union, U.S., Japan and South
Korea proposed additional entities
for sanctions, but the committee
acts by consensus and China,
North Korea’s closest ally, only ap-
proved the three companies.

U.S. Ambassador Susan Rice
told reporters the three companies
are “very much involved in ... illicit
missile and nuclear programs.”

The three sanctioned compa-
nies — Green Pine Associated Cor-
poration, the Amroggang
Development Banking Corporation
and The Korea Heungjin Trading
Company — play a role in

financing, exporting and procuring
weapons, the U.S. Mission to the
U.N. said in a statement.

Green Pine is responsible for
about half of the arms and
weapons exported by North Korea,
the U.S. statement said. Amroggang
Development Banking is managed
by Tanchon Commercial Bank,
which is “the main North Korean fi-
nancial entity for sales of conven-
tional arms, ballistic missiles and
goods related to the assembly and
manufacturer of such weapons,”
the statement added. It described
Korea Heungjin as a trading com-
pany that has been used to pro-
cure an advanced digital controller
with applications in missile design.

Rice said the sanctions commit-
tee also approved additional items
and technology that are prohibited
for transfer to or from North Korea
on two key lists dealing with mis-
siles and nuclear-related material,
and approved a new work plan for
the committee’s panel of experts
aimed at intensifying efforts to
monitor and improve the imple-
mentation of sanctions.

The Missile Technology Control
Regime, a group of 34 countries,
monitors the transfer of missile
equipment, material and related
technologies that can be used to
deliver weapons of mass destruc-
tion. The Nuclear Suppliers Group

comprises countries that have es-
tablished export rules to prevent
the proliferation of nuclear
weapons. Both list items banned
for export; they were last updated
in 2009.

“The committee’s package of
new measures constitutes a seri-
ous and credible response to
North Korea’s provocation,” Rice
said in a statement. “These meas-
ures will increase North Korea’s
isolation and make it harder for Py-
ongyang to move forward with its
illicit programs.” 

The Security Council unani-
mously approved a presidential
statement on April 16 strongly con-
demning the failed rocket launch.
The council gave the sanctions
committee, which includes all 15
council members, 15 days to pre-
pare new additions for the sanc-
tions list.

The European Union proposed
about 40 additions to the sanctions
and the missile and nuclear lists,
and the United States, Japan and
South Korea also submitted lists,
diplomats said, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity because talks
have been private.

China did not respond until just
before the deadline Tuesday night,
and approved sanctions against
the three companies and updates
to the two lists, the diplomats said.
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 Select one of the verses below to accompany your tribute .
 1.  We hold you in our thoughts and memories forever.
 2.  May God cradle you in his arms, now and forever.
 3.  Forever missed, never forgotten.  May God hold you in the palm of His hand.
 4.  Thank you for the wonderful days we shared together.  

 My prayers will be with you until we meet again.
 5.  The days we shared were sweet.  I long to see you again in Gods heavenly glory.
 6.  Your courage and bravery still inspire us all, and the memory of your 

 smile fills us with joy and laughter.
 7.  Though out of sight, you’ll forever be in my heart and mind.
 8.  May the light of peace shine on your face for eternity.
 9.  May God’s angels guide you and protect you throughout time.

 10.  You were a light in our life that burns forever in our hearts.
 11.  May God’s graces shine over you for all time.
 12.  You are in our thoughts and prayers from morning to night and from year to year.
 13.  We send this message with a loving kiss for eternal rest and happiness.
 14.  May the Lord bless you with His graces and warm, loving heart.
 15.   I have written my own message and it is included.
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Romney Vows To Do ‘Opposite’ Of Obama

CHANTILLY, Va. (AP) — Kicking off his Virginia campaign, Re-
publican Mitt Romney said Wednesday he’ll do “the opposite” of
what President Barack Obama has done to help the economy. His
wife, Ann, chipped in by appealing to women voters in a key region
of a state both candidates will fight over until November’s election.

“What I would do? People ask me, ‘What would you to get the
economy going’? and I say, ‘well look at what the president’s done,
and do the opposite,”’ Romney told a group gathered at a ware-
house in Northern Virginia.

Romney was in the Washington area to raise money and hold a
series of meetings at the Republican National Committee, where
he’s working to integrate his campaign with the national party ap-
paratus. He planned a meeting Wednesday with RNC Chairman
Reince Priebus.

The Northern Virginia suburbs of Washington are a region of a
key swing state that will be critical for Romney. Obama won Vir-
ginia in 2008 after back-to-back Republican victories by George W.
Bush in 2000 and 2004. Romney aides say driving up Republican
turnout in this area of the state could make a difference for the for-
mer Massachusetts governor.

After several days of campaigning marked by the anniversary of
the death of Osama bin Laden, Romney’s campaign returned
Wednesday to familiar themes of the economy and jobs. He painted
small businesses as heroes of the economy and said legislation
Obama signed to regulate the banking industry has ended up hurt-
ing smaller institutions.

Judge Allows Gulf Oil Spill Case To Proceed
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — A federal judge in New Orleans has given

preliminary approval to a proposed class-action settlement that
would resolve billions of dollars in claims against BP over the 2010
oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico.

U.S. District Judge Carl Barbier’s ruling Wednesday allows the
settlement process to proceed, but he will hold a “fairness hearing”
later this year before deciding whether to give final approval.

The deal between BP and a team of plaintiffs’ attorneys is de-
signed to resolve more than 100,000 claims by people and busi-
nesses who blame the spill for economic losses.

London-based BP PLC estimates it will pay about $7.8 billion to
resolve these claims, but the settlement isn’t capped. 

The deal announced March 2 was spelled out in hundreds of
pages of documents filed last month.

BY ALEXA OLESEN AND MATTHEW LEE
Associated Press

BEIJING — The blind Chinese dissident who
boldly fled house arrest and placed himself
under the wing of U.S. diplomats balked
Wednesday at a deal delicately worked out be-
tween the two countries to let him live freely in
China, saying he now fears for his familys safety
unless they are all spirited abroad.

After six days holed up in the U.S. Embassy,
as senior officials in Beijing and Washington tus-
sled over his fate, Chen Guangcheng left the
compound’s protective confines Wednesday for
a nearby hospital for treatment of a leg injury
suffered in his escape. A shaken Chen told The
Associated Press from his hospital room that
Chinese authorities had warned he would lose
his opportunity to be reunited with his family if
he stayed longer in the embassy.

U.S. officials verified that account. But they
adamantly denied his contention that one
American diplomat had warned him of a threat
from the Chinese that his wife would be beaten
to death if he did not get out of the embassy.

“I think we’d like to rest in a place outside of
China,” Chen told the AP, appealing again for
help from Washington. “Help my family and me
leave safely.”

Only hours earlier, U.S. officials said they
had extracted from the Chinese government a
promise that Chen would join his family and be
allowed to start a new life in a university town
in China, safe from the rural authorities who
had abusively held him in prison and house ar-
rest for nearly seven years.

That announcement had been timed to clear
up the matter before strategic and economic
meetings start Thursday between Secretary of
State Hillary Rodham Clinton, Treasury Secre-
tary Timothy Geithner and their Chinese coun-
terparts — and to show the U.S. standing firm in
its defense of human rights in China while en-
gaging on other issues.

Clinton spoke to Chen on the phone when he

left the embassy and, in a statement, welcomed
the resettlement agreement as one that “re-
flected his choices and our values.”

But the murky circumstances of Chen’s de-
parture from the embassy, and his sudden ap-
peal to leave China after declaring he wanted to
stay, again threatened to overshadow talks that
were to focus on the global economic crisis and
hotspots such as North Korea, Iran, Syria and
Sudan.

The Chinese Foreign Ministry signaled its
unhappiness with the entire affair, demanding
that the U.S. apologize for giving Chen sanctu-
ary at the embassy.

“What the U.S. side has done has interfered
in the domestic affairs of China, and the Chi-
nese side will never accept it,” Foreign Ministry
spokesman Liu Weimin said in a statement.

Chen, 40, became an international human
rights figure and inspiration to many ordinary
Chinese after running afoul of local government
officials for exposing forced abortions carried
out as part of China’s one-child policy. He
served four years in prison on what supporters
said were fabricated charges, then was kept
under house arrest with his wife, daughter and
mother, with the adults often being roughed by
officials and his daughter searched and
harassed.

Blinded by childhood fever but intimately fa-
miliar with the terrain of his village, Chen
slipped from his guarded farmhouse in eastern
China’s Shandong province at night on April 22.
He made his way through fields and forest,
along roads and across a narrow river to meet
the first of several supporters who helped bring
him to Beijing and the embassy — his guards

unaware for three days that he was gone.
In Washington, State Department spokesman

Mark Toner disputed Chen’s claim that he was
left alone by the Americans at the hospital.

“There were U.S. officials in the building,”
the spokesman told reporters. “I believe some
of his medical team was in fact with him at the
hospital.” He said U.S. officials would continue
visiting Chen while he was there.

Chens supporters in the U.S. called on Clin-
ton to meet him directly, and one of them, Re-
publican Rep. Christopher Smith of New Jersey,
said it appeared the resettlement agreement
“seems to have been done under significant
duress.”

“If ever there was a test of the U.S. commit-
ment to human rights, it should have been at
that moment, potentially sending him back to a
very real threat,” he said.

But no one appeared to know precisely what
to make of Chens change of heart. He had wel-
comed a deal that let him stay in China and
work for change, telling his lawyer Li Jinsong on
the way to the hospital, “I’m free, I’ve received
clear assurances,” according to Li.

Toner said three U.S. officials heard Chen tell
Clinton in broken English on the phone that he
wanted to kiss her in gratitude. Chen told the
AP that he actually told Clinton, “I want to see
you now.”

Nor is it clear how the U.S. could be party
to an agreement on Chens safety inside China
when it has no power to enforce the condi-
tions of his life there.

Ai Xiaoming, a documentary filmmaker and
activist, said the Chinese government fails to
ensure people’s rights, so the best solution
would be for Chen and his family to go to
America.

“In the first place, Chen Guangcheng should
not have to ask a foreign country to protect
his rights,” Ai said. “His rights should be pro-
tected by his own country, through the consti-
tution. But it is obvious that this cannot be
done.”

Deal Undone? Activist Now Wants To Leave China
I think we’d like to rest in a
place outside of China. Help my
family and me leave safely.

CHEN GUANGCHENG

UN Imposes Sanctions On Three N. Korean Companies


