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From more than 300 towns, more than 4,900 new babies have one thin

Aberdeen • Adrian • Alcester • Alexandria • Alpena • Andover • Appleton • Arco •  Armour • Arnolds Park • Artesian • Ashley • Ashton • Astoria • Aurora • Avon • Balaton • Baltic • Bassett • Bath • Beaver Creek • Belview • Beresford • Big Stone City • Bismarck • Black Hawk • Bloomfield • Bonesteel • Bowdle • Box Elder • Boyd • Brandon • Brentford
• Chester • Claremont • Clark • Clarkfield • Clear Lake • Coleridge • Colman • Colome • Colton • Columbia • Conde • Corona • Corsica • Cottonwood • Creighton • Cresbard • Creston • Crofton • Crooks • Currie • Dallas • Dante • Dassel • Davis • Dawson • De Smet • Dell Rapids • Delmont • Dent • Dimock • Doland • Echo • Eden • Edgeley • Ega
• Frankfort • Frederick • Freeman • Fullerton • Fulton • Garretson • Garvin • Gary • Gates, NC • Gayville • Geddes • Gettysburg • Ghent • Granite Falls • Gregory • Groton • Hanley Falls • Harris • Harrisburg • Harrison • Hartford • Hartington • Havana • Hecla • Herrick • Highmore • Hosmer • Houghton • Hoven • Howard • Humboldt • Humphrey • 

Lakefield • Lamberton • Lamoure • Langford • Laurel • Le Mars • Lennox • Leola • Lesterville • Letcher • Lily • Lower Brule • Lucan • Luverne • Lynch • Lynd • Madison • Mansfield • Marion • Marshall • Marty • Mellette • Menno • Milan • Milbank • Milford • Miller • Milroy • Mina • Minneota • Minot • Mission Hill • Mitchell • Mobridge • Monang
• Onida • Orient • Ortley • Osmond • Palmer • Parker • Parkston • Peterson • Pierce • Pierpont • Pierre • Pipestone • Plankinton • Platte • Porter • Presho • Pukwana • Rapid City • Raymond • Redfield • Redwood Falls • Ree Heights • Reliance • Renner • Revere • Revillo • Riverside, CA • Rochester • Rockham • Rock Rapids • Rock Valley • Roscoe •
• Spirit Lake • Springfield • St. Charles • St. Helena • St. Lawrence • St. Paul • Stanton • Stickney • Stratford • Summit • Tabor • Taunton • Tea • Terril • Tower City • Tracy • Tripp • Tulare • Turton • Twin Brooks • Tyler • Tyndall • Utica • Valley Springs • Veblen • Verdigre • Vermillion • Vesta • Viborg • Volga • Volin • Wabasso • Wagner • Wakonda • Waln
Wood Lake • Woonsocket • Worthing • Worthington • Wynot • Yankton • Zell

PAGE 10 PRESS & DAKOTAN ■ SATURDAY, MAY 12, 2012

BY STEVE MILLS
© 2012, Chicago Tribune

CHICAGO —Attorney Cheryl Bormann is
no stranger to defending unpopular clients.
She spent several years with the Cook
County Public Defender’s Office supervising
lawyers handling death penalty trials. Then
she joined a state office that provided assis-
tance to attorneys in death penalty cases
across Illinois.

Now Bormann is defending Walid bin
Attash, one of five top al-Qaida operatives on
trial in Guantanamo Bay for allegedly con-
spiring in the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.
The five men, who have come to be known
collectively as the Gitmo 5, were arraigned
there last Saturday.

It was then that Bormann gained national
notice, and a measure of criticism, for
appearing in court in traditional Muslim
clothing that left only her face showing and
for asking one woman on the government
team to consider dressing more modestly so
her client could focus on the proceedings.

Bormann would not discuss reports of
threats against her.

For her, the issue is a simple one of
respecting the religious and cultural beliefs
of a client. She said that since she was
appointed to bin Attash’s case last year, she
has always dressed conservatively out of
deference to a client who believes he will
violate a religious tenet if he looks at a
woman who is immodestly dressed.

“My client has never seen my hair, has
never seen my arms, has never seen my
legs,” Bormann said in an interview. “All of
the defense counsel, all of the guards, and
everybody who works in Guantanamo Bay
camp has seen me dressed like this. ... I

never thought in my wildest dreams that this
would become an issue.”

Bormann’s actions at Guantanamo Bay
are especially interesting because the crimes
bin Attash and his co-defendants are
accused of have stoked hatred of their reli-
gion among some Americans. Expecting oth-
ers to show the same respect she displayed
seems bold to some. But for the 52-year-old
attorney from Chicago, buying the abayas in
preparation for meetings with her client and
then donning them in court over a suit was
the right thing to do.

“There is nothing provocative about
what I did. This is a religious issue and a cul-
tural issue for (some of these defendants),”
Bormann said in the interview. “I want him
to be able to fully concentrate on the pro-
ceedings at hand without any kind of inter-
ference or loss of focus.”

Joseph Margulies, an attorney at the
MacArthur Justice Center at Northwestern
University law school who has represented
prisoners at Guantanamo Bay, said some
women attorneys dress conservatively out
of respect for their clients, donning a shawl
and a long skirt, for instance. Others, he
said, do not, in part because some of the
men being held at Guantanamo Bay do not
find typical Western dress offensive.

“For some of these guys, it really doesn’t
matter. But it would facilitate a relationship
that’s fragile to begin with,” said Margulies,
who has argued detentions at the U.S.
Supreme Court and is currently the lawyer
for Abu Zubaydah, whose interrogation
prompted the Bush administration to draft
the so-called torture memos.

Amina Saeed, the president of the Muslim
Bar Association of Chicago, said she could
appreciate Bormann’s decision if it were part

of an effort to respect the wishes of a client
or to connect with him, calling it “thinking
out of the box” and reflecting a large meas-
ure of understanding and religious tolerance.

Saeed said she would never expect an
attorney to do that in response to a demand
from any client, however.

“He should respect her for who she is
and the services she provides. It has
absolutely nothing to do with what she
wears on her head and on her body,” Saeed
said. “I would never expect anyone to con-
form themselves like that in public to my
beliefs.”

Bormann, citing national security rules
that make what bin Attash says classified,
would not say if he had requested she dress
modestly. But she said her co-counsel, Capt.
Mike Schwartz, a military attorney from the
U.S. Air Force, had suggested she wear the
abaya in court.

Bormann’s career has been spent repre-
senting clients who do not engender sympa-
thy. Those who know her say that she
believes fervently in protecting everyone’s
civil liberties no matter what they are
accused of doing.

She graduated from Loyola University

and its law school, then went to work in
1989 at the public defender’s office. She was
there for a decade before she left to start her
own practice. But she returned in 2003 as a
supervisor, directing attorneys in death
penalty and other cases and trying capital
cases herself. She directed the state appel-
late defender’s office’s Capital Trial
Assistance Unit in 2008. She is a staunch
opponent of capital punishment and spent
much of her career fighting it. She cheered
its end in Illinois, even though its abolition
ended up costing Bormann her job.

She now is a civilian defense counsel in
the Office of Chief Defense Counsel at the
Department of Defense.

“She’s a first-rate lawyer, highly commit-
ted to her clients. She’s a fierce advocate,”
said Jeffrey Urdangen, the director of the
Center for Criminal Defense at Northwestern
University law school. “She’s not afraid to
take on a tough case with a difficult client or
a difficult situation.”

Michael Pelletier, the state appellate
defender, said he hired Bormann for her
administrative experience and her trial skills.
He said that she was adept at getting along
with both prosecutors and judges, keeping

her passion in check so that she would not
burn any legal bridges.

“She had a good reputation for being a
zealous advocate, but a reasonable advo-
cate. She was assertive and aggressive in
representing her clients,” said Pelletier.

Attorney Allan Sincox, who worked with
Bormann, said she always had ideas for
lawyers going to trial and itched to try cases
herself.

“She knew what she was doing and could
easily understand the issues around a trial
and help with planning a trial,” Sincox said.

Bormann has taught at Loyola’s law
school and at Chicago-Kent law school. She
lectures frequently on issues in criminal law.
She also had been active in the
Constitutional Rights Foundation of Chicago,
teaching public school students.

She said the dust-up over her request
has been blown out of proportion. She plans
to dress in the same fashion when she
returns to court June 12.

“I will be wearing abaya every time I meet
with my client and every time I appear in
court if my client or others of the accused
are present in the room.” 
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Attorneys Cheryl Bormann, right, and Charles M. Schiedel, pose for a portrait in Chicago in 2011. Now Bormann is defending Walid bin
Attash, one of five top al-Qaida operatives on trial in Guantanamo Bay for allegedly conspiring in the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.  


