
Saturday, 5.12.12
ON THE WEB: www.yankton.net

SPORTS DEPARTMENT: jeremy.hoeck@yankton.net14 PRESS DAKOTANoutdoors
OF THE OUTDOORS | GARY HOWEY

Don’t Let The Cold Stop You

T R O P H Y  S P O T L I G H T

BY GARY HOWEY
Hartington, Neb.

Most of us have heard that cold fronts
caused fish to turn off, shut down and
head deep, either lying flat on the bottom
or deep in the weeds.

This is the time of the year when fronts
pass though often and I’d really never
spent much time thinking about cold
fronts; I knew weather changes caused the
fish to shut down, especially in a lake, but
just figured when the weather man indi-
cated a cold front would be coming
through, I didn’t waste my time fishing be-
cause the fish just weren’t going to bite.

The first time I really thought about it
was when I was completing the final part
of my open water scuba diver test. We
were on Lake Francis Case in South
Dakota diving in about twenty-five feet of

water swimming along a
break, which dropped
off, into deeper water.
The walleye, bass and
other species of fish
were working their way
up along the break line,
and then dropping back
into the deeper water.
They swam between I
and the other diver for
a half hour, acting like
we weren’t even there.

Then it happened,
for some unknown rea-
son, the fish started to
act skittish and quickly

disappeared over the edge down into the
deeper water. They were gone, moving off
so quickly that you’d think someone had
dropped an anchor or threw something
into the water.

Both of us wondered just what had
spooked them, had we moved to quickly
or had the bubbles escaping from our
Scuba gear bothered them.

It wouldn’t be long before we’d figure it
out!  Twenty minutes after the fish raced
off towards the deeper water, the sky lit
up and rain begin to fall by the bucket
loads. That night, the temperatures
dropped, it thundered and stormed all

night muddying up the water and shutting
the fish off in the lake.

The fish knew long before we had a
clue that a cold front (storm) was coming
through and headed deep prior to any in-
dication that a storm building. 

I’ve seen the same thing when doing
some filming under a boat. The day prior
to the front came through, fishing was ex-
cellent, but let a storm (front) come in and
the fish will know it’s on the way an hour
or more before we realize it’s there, mov-
ing deep, into the cover, looking for a
place to tough out the storm.

What we do when a cold front comes
through, there are several things, one is to
stay home and watch outdoor TV pro-
grams, may not be a bad idea, but there
are things you can do or places you can
go that will up your percentage of catch-
ing fish before and during a cold front and
then you can watch outdoor TV when it
get to hot or when the snow starts to

blow.  
It’s well known cold fronts don’t affect

fish in a river as much as they do for fish
in our lakes!  I don’t know if it’s because of
the current flow, but I do know river fish
will bite well during cold front periods
when the fish in the lakes will be bellied to
the bottom.

If you can re-locate to a river after a
cold front comes through, chances are
you’ll find some fish willing to bite.

It really doesn’t matter where you’re
fishing after a cold front goes through,
you’ll need to change your tactics in order
to catch a few fish.

First, you’ll want to go smaller!  If
you’re using a jig, go to a lighter one.   I
fish with Larry Myhre, from the Sioux City
Journal and during cold fronts he’ll go to
the smallest jig I’ve ever seen, 1/32 or
1/64, man these are crappie jigs, but I’ve
seen him take 8 pound plus bass using his
munchkin jigs.

The key to using these micro jigs is
lighter line, so you’re able to cast them
and feel when a fish picks it up.  Sure
you’ll have to fish them a little different,
making sure your drag is set properly and
not horsing the fish in, but if these teeny,
weenie, tiny jigs catch one or two fish for
you during a cold front period, you’re way
ahead of the game.

Since munchkin jigs and I don’t get
along well, I’ll switch to a live bait rig, and
use a Lindy rig.

I’ll go to 6-pound test, with a lighter
Lindy sinker and set right on top of the
fish, tormenting the heck out of him, entic-
ing them to bite.

There’s no doubt, you’ll need a little
more patience when fishing a cold front
period, because temperatures will have
dropped drastically and the fish have re-
gressed back into their cold weather pat-
terns. So think of cold front fish like you
would during a cold weather period.

The key to catching fish, whether it’s
during a cold front or any other weather
pattern, is consistent weather patterns.  If
you have a two or three day cold front pe-
riod, the fishing will begin to improve just
like it will when you have two or three
days of warm weather.  

The first day of a cold front is always
the worst as it’s a drastic change and once
the fish become used to it, they’ll get back
into the routine and start to feed.  If the
cold front persists, they’ll be in their slow
mode so you’ll have to make some
changes in order to take these cold front
fish.

By down sizing your bait, fishing
slower or by moving back into the river
during cold front conditions you’ll be able
to catch a few fish when the weather turns
sour.

Gary Howey, Hartington, Neb., is a for-
mer tournament angler, hunting and fishing
guide. He’s the Host of the award winning
Outdoorsmen Adventures television series
and the Co-Host of the Outdoor Adventures
radio program. For more outdoor in forma-
tion, check out www.outdoorsmenadbven-
tures.com.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Chris Dahl from Sisseton is pictured with a 12-pound, 10-ounce walleye he took in March
while casting from shore on Waubay Lake. 
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GRAND FORKS, N.D. (AP) — An-
glers can talk about the early
spring, ideal water temperatures
and whether the fish have recov-
ered from spawning, but the open-
ing day of walleye season in
Minnesota always comes down to
getting out there and learning first-
hand what the fish are doing.

That’s Duane Peterson’s ap-
proach, at least. And as a recent in-
ductee into the National
Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame
along with his brother, John, the
co-founder of Bemidji’s Northland
Fishing Tackle Co. knows what he’s
talking about when it comes to
walleyes and opening day.

The 2012 version of Min-
nesota’s grand outdoors tradition
gets under way today (Saturday).

“One thing about this fishing
game is we can predict this and
that and speculate what’s going to
happen,” Peterson said. “I’m going
to play it like I do every other
opening day of walleye season. I
will go to the best areas I know as
a result of past experience and tra-
dition, sample what’s happening
and adjust accordingly based on
what my first few hours tell us.

“That’s the beauty of opening
day — we find out when we get
there, and we adjust accordingly.”

Pick a lake or river in Min-
nesota, and this year probably set
a record for early ice-out. That had
fishing prognosticators thinking
walleye opener 2012 would be
more like early June, which often
serves up some of the easiest, if
not the best fishing of the year.

Lawmakers in the Legislature
even went so far as to propose
moving the season up a week. The
measure died, and Mother Nature
intervened with a mostly cool
April that now has water tempera-
tures closer to seasonal norms.
Come opening day, anglers likely
can expect water temperatures in
the mid-50-degree range.

“I think it’s going to be a pretty
darn normal opener,” said Henry
Drewes, regional fisheries supervi-
sor for the Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources in Bemidji.
“It’s not going to be like June 1 fish-
ing, which some people were
thinking. It will be more like mid-
May, which is pretty good.”

Drewes said walleyes, which
typically spawn in 46- to 50-degree

water, should have finished spawn-
ing most everywhere across the
state this week. That means many
walleyes likely will have recovered
and backed out of the rivers where
they spawn and returned to lakes
where they spend most of the year.

As a result, Drewes said, the
DNR didn’t implement springtime
closures on rivers such as the
Tamarack, which flows into Upper
Red Lake, and the Mississippi River.

“That doesn’t mean rivers won’t
be good, but they won’t have the
excessive harvest that would ne-
cessitate closures,” Drewes said.
“We’re going to avert those situa-
tions, which is good news.”

Drewes said he expects large
northern Minnesota lakes such as
Lake of the Woods, Upper Red,
Leech and Winnibigoshish all to be
good bets for opening day. A re-
cent spring survey on the Tama-
rack River produced numbers of
16- to 22-inch walleyes, Drewes
said, along with occasional larger
fish.

“There’s a nice size distribution
on Red,” Drewes said. “The abun-
dance is high, there’s lots of fish

under 17 inches and lots from 17
to 22 inches. So, if fishermen are
willing to spread out from the
mouth of the (Tamarack) river,
they should have no trouble catch-
ing legal fish and some fun-size
larger fish.”

Opening day regulations on
Upper Red require anglers to re-
lease all walleyes from 17 inches to
26 inches, and there’s a four-fish
limit. The DNR eases the size re-
strictions in mid-June.

Drewes said smaller lakes
across northwest Minnesota also
will be good options opening day.
Lakes with particularly high wall-
eye abundance, he said, include
Lake Bemidji and all of the down-
stream lakes in the Mississippi
River chain along with Otter Tail
Lake closer to Fergus Falls, Minn.

While current areas near river
mouths might not be the walleye
magnets they are some openers,
they’ll still be worth a try opening
day. According to longtime fishing
guide Brian Brosdahl of Max,
Minn., anglers should explore
other places if areas with current
don’t produce walleyes.

DNR Official: Minnesota Fish Opener Figures To Be Normal
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PHOTOS: CAPTAIN NORM’S
ABOVE: Joann Blaaid caught this largemouth bass on Lake Yankton.
BELOW: Norm Blaaid caught this walleye at Lake Yankton.

BISMARCK, N.D. (AP) — North
Dakota’s Game and Fish Department
is making just 65,300 deer licenses
available for the 2012 season, more
than 40 percent less than last year
and the fewest licenses in nearly a
quarter century.

The reduction in licenses comes
after the deer population statewide
shrank during three straight harsh
winters, from 2008 to 2010, Game
and Fish wildlife chief Randy Kreil
said Monday.

Unlike the past several years,
hunters will not be able to receive
more than one license for the deer
gun season.

“It is expected there will be very

few, if any, licenses remaining after
the initial lottery,” Kreil said.

Deer licenses in North Dakota
peaked at a record 149,400 in 2008.
The 65,300 being made available this
year is the lowest number since
1988.

A smaller deer population is evi-
dent in all parts of North Dakota,
with all but two hunting units below
management goals, Kreil said. The
statewide hunter success rate last
year was 52 percent, the lowest on
record and well below the 70 to 75
percent success rate typically expe-
rienced by North Dakota deer
hunters.

“The large decrease of licenses in

2012 is necessary to allow the deer
population to grow toward manage-
ment goals,” Kreil said.

Kevin Hartl, owner of Maple Val-
ley Meats in Enderlin, said he ex-
pected fewer licenses to be issued,
but with wild game processing ac-
counting for about 20 percent of his
business in southeast North Dakota,
it still hurts.

“It’s huge for us,” he said. “We,
like every other processing plant in
the state, have experienced a de-
cline over the past few years.”

Hartl, who also is a hunter, said
he expects deer numbers to re-
bound.

“We had a mild, nice winter so

we should have a good fawn crop,”
he said. “It took three years of bad
weather for the decline, so it will
probably take three years of good
weather to get the deer numbers
back up.”

The deer gun season opens at
noon Nov. 9 and continues through
Nov. 25.

Online applications for the regu-
lar deer gun, youth, muzzleloader,
and resident gratis and nonresident
landowner seasons will be available
Wednesday through the Game and
Fish Department’s website. Paper
applications will be at vendors
throughout the state starting next
week. 

ND Reduces Deer Hunting Licenses By 40 Percent

PIERRE — To kick off summer,
the Department of Game, Fish and
Parks encourages families to spend
the weekend outside during the
Parks' Open House Weekend and
Free Fishing Weekend May 18-20.

During the annual three-day
event, anglers can fish without a li-
cense anywhere in the state, and
entrance fees are waived for all visi-
tors to South Dakota's state parks
and recreation areas. Camping fees
still apply. Fishing regulations and
limits also apply.

Parks will host a variety of Open
House Weekend special events
across the state.

• Techno-Treasure Hunt (Begin-
ning Geocache), Lewis and Clark
Recreation Area near Yankton, May
18, 7 p.m. CDT.

• Fantastic Family Fishing, Pal-
isades State Park near Garretson,
May 19, 2 p.m. CDT.

• Youth Activity Day, Newton
Hills State Park, May 19. Pre-regis-
ter by calling 605-987-2263.

• Creatures of the Night Hike,
Chief White Crane Recreation Area
near Yankton, May 19, 9:30 p.m.
CDT.

Construction Under Way At
Oahe Campground 3

FORT PIERRE — Campground No. 3 at
Oahe Downstream Recreation Area near Fort
Pierre is undergoing construction to repair
shoreline that was damaged in last summer's
Missouri River flooding.

"Construction crews are hauling out truck-
loads of uprooted trees and excavated soils to
stabilize the shoreline along the stilling basin,"
said Pat Buscher, district park supervisor.

In addition to stabilizing the sloped shore-
line, the project will also relocate some of the
campsites that were lost because of the ero-
sion. Camping cabins have been moved to
other parts of the campground for the summer,
but plans are to restore them to their original
waterfront locations in 2013.

Buscher reminds campers that even though
the campground will open May 18, repair work
will continue into June.

For more information, contact Oahe Down-
stream Recreation Area at 605-223-7722.

Briefs: S.D. State
Parks To Offer Free
Entrance, Free
Fishing May 18-20

The Coalition for a Drug Free Yankton invites you to

For more info, contact Jennifer Berg, Community 
Prevention Specialist at L&C Behavioral Health

605.665.4606

Join us for refreshments and fun at each event.
Riverfront Event Center, 2nd Floor, 121 W 3rd Street

Town Hall Meeting
Tues, May 15th, 6pm - 9pm

Join the Coalition and Lewis & Clark Be-
havioral Health Services for discussion 
on the role alcohol plays on the health 
of our youth and how we can help. 

Simulated Reality
May 14th, 1pm - 8pm

 15th, 16th, & 18th, 11am - 8pm

Bring your young drivers to try this state 
of the art simulator program. Teaches 
impaired driving & driving education.

Drugs that are Killing Our Youth:
Synthetic Drug Presentation
Thurs, May 17th, 7pm - 9 pm

Yankton High School Theater, 1801 Summit Street

 Yankton Paint & Decorating
 406 Broadway, Yankton • 665-5032

 Whatever way you get from 
 room to room you’ll love the 
 look and feel of our quality 

 flooring and carpets.
 Visit our showroom today 
 for substantial savings on 

 a incredible selection!

 CARPET
 LAMINATE

 WOOD
 CERAMIC

 TILE




