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Among the amateur baseball
leagues across the state, the
South Central League is in a
unique position when it comes to
the newest change to the sport.

That change? All wood bats,
all the time.

A decision last November by
the South Dakota Amateur Base-
ball Association (SDABA) means
that all 10 teams in the SCL will
now use wood bats. Prior to the
change, instituted for this sum-
mer, Class B teams used alu-
minum bats — meaning 9 of the
10 South Central teams did so.

The decision could result in
significant changes to the high-
scoring ways of the SCL, in which
16-15 and 15-14 outcomes were
all too common.

“It may level the playing field
a little bit, at least in my view,”
said Larry Anderson, the com-
missioner of District 6, which en-
compasses the SCL. “Those
teams that had the thumpers, if
you play good defense against
them now, it might change the
outcome of some of those games.

“It might not be as interesting
to watch, but I guess we’ll have
to develop some fans of pitching
and defense,” he joked.

The vote from the state com-
missioners was a 3-to-1 margin,
Anderson said. In the case of the
SCL, the intent was to be uni-
form; to bring all 10 teams on the
same level.

The one team not to use alu-
minum bats under the old format
was the Yankton Tappers, the
lone Class A team in the SCL.

“I really felt bad for our pitch-
ers,” co-manager Ross Heine
said. “They could be throwing a
gem, but give up a couple bloop
hits that probably shouldn’t have
been hits with wood bats, and
the game is completely turned
around.”

That’s where things will likely
be different in the SCL, starting
this season.

Four teams averaged at least
10 runs a game in 2011, led by
the Irene Cardinals (12.8). In reg-
ular season action, 70 percent of
the games last season featured
one team scoring at least 10 runs
and five games in which the 20-
run mark was reached.

Proof that scoring was abun-
dant, 45 percent of the regular
season games were decided by
10 or more runs.

In short, wood bats might halt
some of those numbers, accord-
ing to Crofton manager Carl Schi-
effer.

“You’ll see the biggest change
in home runs, they won’t change
the game near as much as they
have before,” Schieffer said.
“There are some of those power-
ful teams that basically relied on
that to win games.

“That’ll hurt them now,” he
added. “They’ll have to change
their entire approach.”

The term “small ball” figures
to become a staple of the ama-
teur baseball lexicon under the
new rules, as game action will
transition toward pitching and
defense.

“I grew up in the wood bat
area, and it’s a different brand,”
commissioner Anderson said.
“You’ll have to learn to play small
ball. Balls that usually flew out
are going to stay in.”

Naturally, that will take some
adjustment, Irene manager
Kendall Johnke said.

“You have to be more men-

tally sound, you can’t just swing
at anything and wait for a home
run,” Johnke said. “It’s something
that’ll be fun to try, I think. It’s a
better style of the game.”

In last year’s SCL regular sea-
son, there was one game decided
by scores of 2-1, 3-1, 4-1, 4-2 —
the closest thing to a “pitchers
duel” in the league.

Though teams like Yankton
and the Scotland Highlanders are
filled with younger players,
teams such as Irene and the
Tabor Bluebirds will once again
be led by veterans. That may in
fact help those older teams,
Tabor manager Gary Kortan said.

“With the veteran hitters we
have, I dont think it’ll be a huge
change for us, the ball just wont
go as far,” Kortan said. “We un-
derstand that you still have to
put the good part of the bat on
the ball. Some of the younger hit-
ters in the league will probably

struggle a little bit.”
Another of the key reasons

why the SDABA moved to all
wood bats was safety, Anderson
said.

He recalled a “scary” situation
at last year’s state tournament in
Mitchell where a pitcher from
Sisseton took a line drive to the
face and had to leave the game.

“I was talking to the umpire
after the game, and he said he
was scared to even go out to the
mound,” Anderson said. “Luckily
the guy survived without any
major injuries, but it shows that
it can happen.”

Crofton’s Schieffer said he
didn’t think such occasions have
happened as much as others
would believe; that line drives
are part of the game, no matter
the kind of bat.
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 1101 Broadway, Suite 105
 Yankton, SD 57078

 Ph: 605-665-2448 • Fax: 605-665-1404

Push to be your best. Our programs are designed to help participants reach 
their optimal potential with a focus on fi tness and wellness. We offer programs 
for ages 10-18 years old, from the beginner to the elite level.

Junior Acceleration & Challenge Program
Ages 10-14 Fee $75 June 18-July 27
3 sessions per week, 6 weeks, 60 minutes per day

Intensive Acceleration & Challenge Program
Ages 14-18 Fee $150 June 11-August 3
5 sessions per week, 8 weeks, 90 minutes per day

ACCELERATION  & CHALLENGE PROGRAMS

Participants receive FREE membership to Avera Sacred Heart Wellness Center & Yankton Summit Activities Center during program!
Register at Avera Sacred Heart Wellness Center or call (605) 668-8357.

 2500 Alumax Road
 Yankton

 605-665-6063

 W. 21st St. 
  665-9311

 Yankton, SD 57078

 2504 Fox Run Parkway
 665-4433

 P REMIUM  
 B EST  

 T RANSPORT
 1501 Wek Road

 Yankton, SD 57078
 605-665-9202

 M.T. & R.C. SMITH
 INSURANCE

 Serving the area since 1949.

 Home, Auto, Business, 
 Life, Bonds

 204 W. 4th
 Yankton, SD
 665-3611

 SUPERCENTE R
 Open 24 Hours
 7 Days A Week

 Always Low Prices !
 3001 Broadway, Yankton

 665-1425

 Go to
 spotted.yankton.ne t

 to see &  purchase
 our photos !

 Have you been

 ?  Signs of all Kinds 
 Magnets • Banners

 Vinyl Lettering & Graphics
 Large Digital Printing

 Service & Repair Signs
 Bucket Truck Available 3206 E. Hwy. 50  Yankton 605-665-2957

 Harry Lane
 Electrical Contractor
 1600 E. 39th St., Yankton 

 •Commercial •Residential •Farm Wiring
 •Prompt Service •Quality Work 

 •Competitive Prices
 New Construction or Remodeling

 Home: 665-6612 • Mobile: 661-1040

 Dr. Sheila Fitzgerald
 Dr. Jim Fitzgerald

 Dr. Tom Stotz • Dr. TJ Stotz
 2509 Fox Run Parkway, Yankton
 www.firstchiropracticcenter.com

 (605)665-8073
 (605)665-6643

Class B Teams Join Class A In
Return To Wood Bat Baseball

A comparison between the older “BESR” aluminum bats, the newer “BBCOR” bats and wood bats. South Dakota
Class B amateur baseball teams will switch to using wood bats beginning this season. Class A teams, like Yank-
ton, made the switch several years ago. 
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