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FDA: Morning-After Pill
OK For Ages 15 And Up
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testing the Chief Engineer's rec-
ommendations. The Chief Engi-
neer's address is "Water Rights
Program, Foss Building, 523 E
Capitol, Pierre SD 57501 (605
773-3352)” and the applicant's
mailing address is given above. A
petition filed by either an inter-
ested person or the applicant must
be filed by May 13, 2013.

The petition may be informal, but
must include a statement describ-
ing the petitioner's interest in the
applications, the petitioner's rea-
sons for opposing or supporting
the applications, and the signature
and mailing address of the peti-
tioner or the petitioner's legal
counsel, if legal counsel is ob-
tained. Contact Eric Gronlund at
the above Water Rights Program
address to request copies of infor-
mation pertaining to these appli-
cations. Steven M. Pirner, Secre-
tary, Department of Environment
and Natural Resources.

Published once at the total ap-
proximate cost of $31.28.
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BY LAURAN NEERGAARD
AP Medical Writer

WASHINGTON — The government is moving the morning-
after pill over the counter but only those 15 and older can buy
it — an attempt to find middle ground just days before a
court-imposed deadline to lift all age restrictions on the emer-
gency contraceptive.

Today, Plan B One-Step is sold behind pharmacy counters,
and buyers must prove they're 17 or older to buy it without a
prescription or else see a doctor first. Tuesday’s decision by
the Food and Drug Administration lowers the age limit to 15
— and will allow the pill to sit on drugstore shelves next to
condoms and spermicides or other women'’s health products.
But customers must prove their age at the cash register.

Teva Women'’s Health, which makes Plan B, said it would
begin over-the-counter sales in a few months.

The question is whether Tuesday’s action settles a larger
court fight. Earlier this month, U.S. District Judge Edward Kor-
man of New York blasted the Obama administration for impos-
ing the age-17 limit, saying it had let election-year politics
trump science and was making it hard for women of any age
to obtain the emergency contraception in time. He ordered an
end to all age restrictions by Monday, for Plan B and its
generic versions.

The FDA said Tuesday’s decision was independent of the
court case and wasn’t intended to address it. Technically, the
FDA approved Teva’s application to sell Plan B in this manner.

The Justice Department remained mum on whether it
planned to appeal Korman’s decision, and the White House
had no immediate comment.

The women'’s group that sued over the age limits said
Tuesday’s action is not enough, and it will continue the court
fight if necessary.

Lowering the age limit “may reduce delays for some young
women but it does nothing to address the significant barriers
that far too many women of all ages will still find if they arrive
at the drugstore without identification,” said Nancy Northup,
president of the Center for Reproductive Rights.

“This decision is a step in the right di-
rection for increased access to a prod-
uct that is a safe and effective method
of preventing unintended pregnancies.”

PATTY MURRAY

The FDA said the Plan B One-Step will be packaged with a
product code that prompts the cashier to verify a customer’s
age. Anyone who can'’t provide such proof as a driver’s li-
cense, birth certificate or passport wouldn’t be allowed to
complete the purchase. In most states, driver’s licenses, the
most common form of identification, are issued at age 16.

“These are daunting and sometimes insurmountable
hoops women are forced to jump through in time-sensitive cir-
cumstances, and we will continue our battle in court to re-
move these arbitrary restrictions on emergency
contraception for all women,” Northup said.

Other contraceptive contraception advocates called the
move promising.

“This decision is a step in the right direction for increased
access to a product that is a safe and effective method of pre-
venting unintended pregnancies,” said Sen. Patty Murray, D-
Wash. “It’s also a decision that moves us closer to these
critical availability decisions being based on science, not
politics.”

Social conservatives had opposed any efforts to loosen re-
strictions on sale of the morning-after pill, arguing that it was
important for parents and medical professionals to be in-
volved in such decisions involving young girls.

Half the nation’s pregnancies every year are unintended,
and doctors’ groups say more access to morning-after pills
could cut those numbers. The pills contain higher doses of
regular contraceptives, and if taken within 72 hours of unpro-
tected sex, can cut the chances of pregnancy by up to 89 per-
cent. But it works best if taken in the first 24 hours.

Obama Hints At Potential Action In Syria

BY JULIE PACE
AP White House Correspondent

Mindful that any military inter-
vention in the combustible Middle

WASHINGTON — President
Barack Obama signaled Tuesday he
would consider U.S. military action
against Syria if “hard, effective evi-
dence” is found to bolster intelli-
gence that chemical weapons have
been used in the 2-year-old civil
war. Among the potential options
being readied for him: weapons
and ammunition for the Syrian
rebels.

Despite such planning, Obama
appealed for patience during a
White House news conference, say-
ing he needed more conclusive evi-
dence about how and when
chemical weapons detected by U.S.
intelligence agencies were used
and who deployed them. If those
questions can be answered, Obama
said he would consider actions the
Pentagon and intelligence commu-
nity have prepared for him in the
event Syria has crossed his chemi-
cal weapons “red line.”

“There are options that are
available to me that are on the
shelf right now that we have not
deployed,” he told reporters
packed into the White House brief-
ing room.

Beyond lethal aid to the rebels,
several government agencies are
also drafting plans for establishing
a protective “no-fly zone” over
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Syria and for targeted missile
strikes, according to officials famil-
iar with the planning. However, the
officials, who spoke only on condi-
tion of anonymity because they
were not authorized to publicly dis-
cuss the internal deliberations,
stressed that Obama had not yet
decided to proceed on any of the
plans.

As Obama raised the prospect
of deeper U.S. involvement, Hezbol-
lah’s leader said Tuesday that his
Iranian-backed militant group
stood ready to aid Syrian President
Bashar Assad. And new violence in
Syria hit the capital of Damascus,
as a powerful bomb ripped through
a bustling commercial district,
killing at least 14 people.

East would be complicated and
dangerous, Obama hinted the U.S.
would probably avoid taking action
unilaterally. Part of the rationale
for building a stronger chemical
weapons case against Assad,
Obama said, is to avoid being in a
position “where we can’t mobilize
the international community to
support what we do.”

Obama has resisted calls to ex-
pand U.S. assistance beyond the
nonlethal aid the government is
providing the rebels. That has frus-
trated some allies as well as some
U.S. lawmakers, who say the deaths
of 70,000 Syrians should warrant a
more robust American response.

Tuesday’s wide-ranging news
conference coincided with the 100-
day mark of Obama’s second term.
It’s a stretch that has been defined
by the defeat of gun control legisla-
tion he supported, as well as the
continuation of old disputes that
marked the president’s first four
years in office, including the Syria
conflict and the launching of his
controversial health care overhaul.
Asked if he still had “the juice” to
get legislation approved, he smiled
and paraphrased Mark Twain’s fa-
mous line, saying, “Rumors of my
demise may be a little exaggerated

Applications Simplified
For New Health Care Law

BY RICARDO ALONSO-ZALDIVAR
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — After a storm
of complaints, the Obama adminis-
tration on Tuesday unveiled simpli-
fied forms to apply for insurance
under the president’s new health
care law. You won’t have to lay bare
your medical history but you will
have to detail your finances.

An earlier version of the forms
had provoked widespread griping
that they were as bad as tax forms
and might overwhelm uninsured
people, causing them to give up in
frustration.

The biggest change: a five-page
short form that single people can
fill out. That form includes a cover
page with instructions and another
page if you want to designate some-
one to help you through the
process.

But the abridged application
form for families starts at 12 pages,
and grows as you add children.
Most people are expected to take
another option, applying online.

The ease or difficulty of apply-
ing for benefits takes on added im-
portance because Americans
remain confused about what the
health care law will mean for them.
A Kaiser Family Foundation poll re-
leased Tuesday found that 4 in 10
are unaware it’s the law of the land.
Some think it’s been repealed by
Congress. In fact, it’s still on track.

And it’s a mandate, not a sug-
gestion. The law says virtually all
Americans must carry health insur-
ance starting next year, although
most will just keep the coverage
they now have through their jobs,
Medicare or Medicaid.

At his news conference Tuesday,
President Barack Obama hailed the
simplified forms as an example of
how his team listened to criticism
from consumer groups and made a
fix. The law’s full benefits will be
available to all next year, he empha-
sized, even if Republicans in Con-

gress still insist on repeal and many
GOP governors won't help put it
into place.

When the first draft of the appli-
cation turned out to be a clunker,
“immediately, everybody sat
around the table and said, ‘Well,
this is too long, especially ... in this
age of the Internet,”” Obama re-
counted. “People aren’t going to
have the patience to sit there for
hours on end. Let’s streamline this
thing.”

The flap over the application
forms was a “first test” of the ad-
ministration’s ability to confront
problems as they emerge, said Sam
Karp, vice president of programs at
the California HealthCare
Foundation.

“Being nimble enough to iden-
tify, then fix, problems will be criti-
cal to successfully enroll millions of
Americans who will become newly
eligible for coverage,” he said.

The applications will start be-
coming familiar to consumers less
than six months from now, on Oct.
1, when new insurance markets
open for enrollment in every state.
Most people already signed up in
their employer’s plan don’t need to
bother with the forms.

Filling out the application is just
the first part of the process, which
lets you know if you qualify for fi-
nancial help. The government asks
to see what you're making because
Obama’s Affordable Care Act is
means-tested, with lower-income
people getting the most generous
help to pay premiums. Consumers
who aren’t applying for financial
help still have to fill out a five-page
form.

Once you're finished with the
money part, actually picking a
health plan will require additional
steps, plus a basic understanding
of insurance jargon.

Benefits begin Jan. 1, and nearly
30 million uninsured Americans are
eventually expected to get
coverage.

at this point.”

New Dutch King Willem-Alexander, top left, Queen Maxima and their daugh-
ters Crown Princess Amalia, from foreground left, Princess Ariane and
Princess Alexia wave from the balcony of the Royal Palace at the Dam
Square Tuesday in Amsterdam, The Netherlands.

Willem-Alexander Becomes
The New Dutch King

AMSTERDAM (AP) — Millions of
Dutch people dressed in orange
flocked to celebrations around the
Netherlands Tuesday in honor of a
once-in-a-generation milestone for the
country’s ruling House of Orange-
Nassau: after a 33-year reign, Queen
Beatrix abdicated in favor of her eld-
est son, Willem-Alexander.

At 46, King Willem-Alexander is
the youngest monarch in Europe and
the first Dutch king in 123 years, since
Willem Il died in 1890. Like Beatrix
before him, Willem-Alexander has as-
sumed the throne at a time of social
strains and economic malaise.

Although the Dutch monarchy is
largely ceremonial, he immediately
staked out a course to preserve its
relevance in the 21st century.

“I want to establish ties, make
connections and exemplify what
unites us, the Dutch people,” the
freshly minted king said at a nation-
ally televised investiture ceremony in
Amsterdam’s 600-year-old New
Church, held before the combined
houses of Dutch parliament.

“As king, I can strengthen the
bond of mutual trust between the
people and their government, main-
tain our democracy and serve the
public interest.”

Hopes for the new monarch are
high.

For most of the 2000s, the country
was locked in an intense national de-
bate over the perceived failure of
Muslim immigrants, mostly from
North Africa, to integrate. In re-
sponse, politicians curtailed many of
the famed Dutch tolerance policies.

More recently, this trading nation
of 17 million has suffered back-to-
back recessions. European Union fig-
ures released Tuesday showed Dutch
unemployment spiking upward to-
ward 6.4 percent. That’s below the EU
average, but a 20-year high in the
Netherlands.

“l am taking the job at a time
when many in the kingdom feel vul-
nerable and uncertain,” Willem-
Alexander said. “Vulnerable in their
work or health. Uncertain about their
income or home environment.”
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Hezbollah Could Intervene In Syria

BEIRUT (AP) — The leader of Lebanon’s Hezbollah mili-
tant group said Tuesday that Syrian rebels will not be able to
defeat President Bashar Assad’s regime militarily, warning
that Syria’s “real friends,” including his Iranian-backed mili-
tant group, were ready to intervene on the government’s
side.

In Damascus, a powerful bomb ripped through a bustling
commercial district, killing at least 14 people and bringing
Syria’s civil war to the heart of the capital for the second
consecutive day.

Hezbollah, a powerful Shiite Muslim group, is known to
back Syrian regime fighters in Shiite villages near the
Lebanon border against the mostly Sunni rebels fighting to
topple Assad. The comments by Sheik Hassan Nasrallah
were the strongest indication yet that his group was ready to
get far more involved to rescue Assad’s embattled regime.

“You will not be able to take Damascus by force and you
will not be able to topple the regime militarily. This is a long
battle,” Nasrallah said, addressing the Syrian opposition.

“Syria has real friends in the region and in the world who
will not allow Syria to fall into the hands of America or
Israel.”

Affidavit: Ricin Found On Suspect’s tems

TUPELO, Miss. (AP) — Ricin was found in the former
martial arts studio of the man suspected of sending poison
letters to President Barack Obama and other public offi-
cials, and was also discovered on a dust mask and other
items he threw in the trash, federal prosecutors said in a
court document made public Tuesday.

The affidavit says an FBI surveillance team saw James
Everett Dutschke remove several items from the studio in
Tupelo, Miss., on April 22 and dump them in a trash bin
about 100 yards down the street. The items included a dust
mask that later tested positive for ricin, the affidavit said.

Traces of ricin also were found in the studio and
Dutschke used the Internet to buy castor beans, from
which ricin is derived, the affidavit said.

Annette Dobbs, who owns the small shopping center
where the studio was located, said authorities padlocked
the door to it sometime after the search. She said Tuesday
that FBI agents haven't told her anything, including
whether the building poses a health threat. Inside the stu-
dio is one large room with a smaller reception area and a
concrete floor. Police tape covered the front and the small
back door.

Dutschke, 41, was arrested Saturday by FBI agents at his
home in Tupelo, and is being held without bond pending a
preliminary and detention hearing Thursday in U.S. District
Court in Oxford.

Arab League Sweetens Peace Plan

JERUSALEM (AP) — The Arab League’s decision to
sweeten its decade-old proposal offering comprehensive
peace with Israel has placed Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu in a bind and swiftly exposed fissures in his new
government.

Netanyahu'’s chief peace negotiator on Tuesday wel-
comed the modified Arab proposal, while the prime minis-
ter remained silent, reflecting the internal divisions that lie
ahead as the U.S. tries to restart long-frozen peace talks
with the Palestinians.

“This is a positive announcement,” negotiator Tzipi
Livni told Channel 10 TV, adding it gave “tail wind” to
peace efforts. “At the end you need a direct negotiation be-
tween the Israelis and the Palestinians.”

The original 2002 Arab peace initiative offered Israel
peace with the entire Arab and Muslim world in exchange
for a “complete withdrawal” from territories captured in
the 1967 Mideast war. The Palestinians claim the West
Bank, east Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip, all seized by Israel
in 1967, for their future state.
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One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used

for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

51 CRYPTOQUOTE

WZXDMCUULE OLU DMBOSP,

YUHODEU CGUJ OLU

YDC YUHODEU

OLU BLSHUXUEE.

— OMZMIJFZDE

Yesterday’s Cryptoquote: EVERY MAN HAS HIS

FOLLIES — AND OFTEN THEY ARE THE MOST
INTERESTING THING HE HAS GOT.
BILLINGS

— JOSH
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