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pion Spearfish, and added to his
awards resume. Besides ESD and
all-state honors, he was named
the Gatorade Player of the Year,
was a national nominee for the
Wendy’s High School Heisman,
and was a nominee for the Dial
Award, which goes to one of the
nation’s outstanding high school
student-athletes.

Nedved was not the fastest
player on the field, but had a num-
ber of qualities that made him a
great back, Miner said.

“Nedved was big and strong,
and he had the ability to make
tacklers miss,” he said. “He had
the knack of moving a half a step
off where the tackler was coming,
and not many players had
strength enough to take him down
with an arm tackle.”

The back’s work ethic also
contributed to his success, Miner
said.

“What a great kid to coach,” he
said. “When they work 100 per-
cent in practice, give 100 percent,
have talent and are smart, that
makes coaching easy.”

Nedved did play some line-
backer for the Bucks, but the
team’s depth allowed him to focus
mostly on offense.

“In a poorer year, he definitely
would have played two ways,”
Miner said. “He was a nice, solid
linebacker.”

Nedved was also a three-year
starter and letterwinner for the
boys’ basketball teams, helping
the Bucks earn trips to state his
junior and senior seasons.

Nedved took his talents to
South Dakota State, where he
earned second-team all-North
Central Conference honors in foot-
ball in 2002. The four-year letter-
winner also earned academic
first-team all-NCC and third-team
academic all-district that season.

“One of the things that helped
me the most at SDSU was under-
standing blocking schemes,”
Nedved said. “I also had the confi-
dence that I could play at that
level, and brought that winners’
attitude with me. At Yankton we
won a lot of games, and that stays
with you.”

While Nedved’s plan was to be
involved in agriculture, he ex-
pected to be a farmer like his par-
ents. Instead, he went to the
University of Nebraska for a mas-
ter’s in business administration,
and now works as a business im-
provement project manager for
DuPont Pioneer in Johnston, lowa.
He lives in Polk City, just outside
of Des Moines with his wife Molly
and son Niles.

“I wanted to stay involved in
agriculture. One path led to an-
other,” he said. “I got a great job
at Pioneer after grad school, and
I've been in the Des Moines area
ever since.”

What helped make all of that
happen was the discipline he
learned while dashing up and
down Crane-Youngworth Field.

“The biggest thing I took from
YHS was the discipline that sports
teaches you. I learned to make a
commitment and stick with it,” he
said. “Those are things that have
allowed me to succeed in college,
grad school and my career. | was
well prepared because of the edu-
cation and the activities [ was in-
volved in at Yankton.”

Gayle (Hiemstra) Vail

AS A YOUNG BASKETBALL
player at Yankton High School,
Gayle (Hiemstra) Vail grew up in
the shadow of her older sister
Diane, who holds every scoring
record in Gazelle history and
helped the program to several of
its early state championships.

By the time she graduated in
1984, Gayle had carved out her
own niche in YHS lore.

Vail led the Gazelles to a 61-8
record and three state champi-
onship game appearances in her
final three seasons on varsity, av-
eraging 17.2 points per game in
taking Yankton to the 1983 state
title.

“She had a role model to live
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up to in Diane,” said Winter, the
head basketball coach from 1975-
91. “In 1983, Gayle took over as
one of our senior leaders.”

While Vail grew up watching
Diane and the Gazelles win state
titles, she was also building her
own skills with her classmates.

“A lot of those girls had played
with us since fifth and sixth
grade,” she said. “The Gazelles
were already having success, and
it was in our minds that we
wanted to be a part of that.”

Vail felt that getting to work
with Winter through his summer
camps also helped.

“It was great that Coach Winter
had those summer camps,” she
said. “That helped us individually
and as a team. We really had the
best situation, with our own
coach having a summer camp.”

One thing that Winter felt gave
Vail an edge was that she was left-
handed and knew how to use that
to her advantage.

“She was one of the few out-
standing left-handers Yankton has
had in the last 40 years, and it was
to our advantage,” he said. “What
made her unique was that she
was an offensive player but, when
we needed her to, she could guard
the other team’s best player.”

Vail’s willingness to listen and
apply what she heard also helped
her and the team, Winter said.

“Gayle might be one of the top
players I coached at taking advice
and being extremely coachable,”
he said. “She was a joy to coach
because of her personality. Some-
times you see a person that is ex-
tremely competitive and they're
not always cheerful. She was.”

While Vail ranks eighth all-time
in career scoring (709 points) and

19th in rebounding (296) at YHS,
her individual numbers were not
that important.

“I don’t think anyone on our
team cared who scored or who
got the rebounds as long as we
were winning,” she said. “I didn’t
even realize that I scored all those
points as a senior until we looked
it up (for the hall of fame informa-
tion).”

Vail went on from YHS to play
at Creighton University, helping
the Lady Jays to a third place fin-
ish in the WNIT in 1987. She led
the team in assists (3.8 per game)
and minutes played (37) as a sen-
jor, earning academic all-district
and the team’s scholar athlete
award.

“USD and SDSU were among
the top schools recruiting me, but
[ really didn’t know what [ wanted
to do until I visited Creighton,”
she said. “Coach Winter said that [
could be a big fish in a small pond
or a little fish in a big pond.”

Vail worked in the insurance
business after graduation, then
was a stay-at-home mom for
daughter Alix and son Derek. With
both now in college, she is back in
the workforce as a teacher’s assis-
tant.

But her time at YHS left a last-
ing mark.

“I developed a good work
ethic, learned how to set goals
and work towards them,” she
said. “I came away knowing that
the team aspect is far more impor-
tant than one’s self. I also devel-
oped friendships that we have for
life.”

You can follow James D. Cim-
burek on Twitter at
twitter.com/aceman904

Overdose Suspected In Death Of Rapper

BY PHILLIP LUCAS AND OSCAR
WELLS GABRIEL Il
Associated Press

ATLANTA — The mother of rap-
per Chris Kelly told authorities in
Atlanta her son became sick after
taking cocaine and heroin on the
night before he died, according to a
police report.

Kelly, half of the 1990s teen rap
duo Kriss Kross, was found dead
Wednesday of a suspected drug
overdose.

Kelly’s mother, Donna Kelly
Pratte, 54, and his uncle, Lamar
Williams, 52, told authorities Kelly
had a history of drug abuse and ex-
perienced similar episodes in the
past, according to the Fulton County
police report.

Paramedics found Kelly, 34, unre-
sponsive on a living room couch at
his Atlanta home and tried adminis-
tering CPR. Kelly, who was known as
“Mac Daddy,” was later pronounced
dead at a local hospital.

Authorities completed a physical
examination of Kelly’s body and a
toxicology screening was being
done to determine cause of death,
said Betty Honey of the Fulton

County Medical Examiner’s office.

Kriss Kross was introduced to
the music world in 1992 by music
producer and rapper Jermaine
Dupri after he discovered the pair at
Greenbriar Mall in southwest At-
lanta. Kelly performed alongside
Chris Smith, who known as “Daddy
Mac.”

“To the world Chris was Mac
Daddy but to me, he was a son |
never had ...,” Dupri said in a written
statement Thursday.

“When I think about it, I spent
more time with Chris and Chris than
damn near anybody in my whole
life, so you can imagine how bad
this hurts,” Dupri added. “I will al-
ways love you Chris, and [ will never
let the world forget you, may God
bless your soul.”

Other music industry fixtures
took to Twitter to share their condo-
lences after hearing news of Kelly’s
death.

The duo wore their clothes back-
ward as a gimmick, but they won
over fans with their raps.

Their first, and by far most suc-
cessful song, was “Jump.” The hit,
off their multiplatinum 1992 debut
album “Totally Krossed Out,” fea-

tured the two trading verses and
rapping the refrain, the song’s title.
The duo had surprising maturity in
their rap delivery, though the song
was written by Dupri. It would be-
come a No. 1 smash in the United
States and globally, and one of the
most popular of that year.

Their success led to instant
fame: They toured with Michael
Jackson, appeared on TV shows,
and even had their own video game.

The group was never able to
match the tremendous success of
their first song, though they had
other hits like “Warm It Up,” and
“Tonite’s tha Night.”

In 2009, after photos surfaced
that showed Kelly with bald spots
on his head, there were rumors that
he had cancer. But in an interview
posted on YouTube by Straight from
the A TV, he said he suffered from
alopecia, a condition in which peo-
ple lose their hair.

“My health is good, [ just got
alopecia, I don’t have cancer, not
other sort of diseases,” he said.

Earlier this year, the group per-
formed together to celebrate the an-
niversary of Durpri’s label, So So
Def.

Iron Man
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everything everyone’s excited
about,” Downey quipped, before
adding that Black was already on
Marvel’s shortlist of candidates.
Directing a superhero movie is

after Jon Favreau, who had di-
rected “Iron Man” and 2010’s
“Iron Man 2,” chose to turn his
attention to other projects

(though he does reprise his “[ron
Man” role as bodyguard Happy

Hogan).

“If you ask me, I'm key to
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never an easy proposition, but

it’s a task made infinitely more
difficult on a tight schedule.

Downey’s injury forced Marvel to
suspend filming for nearly two
months while the star recuper-

riod was

compressed to

compensate for the lost days.

ated, and the post-production pe-

If early reviews are any indica-
tion, the rush to finish the film
didn’t hurt the final product. Crit-
ics have praised the movie’s wit
and sense of invention.

“I think Shane brought a lot of
innovations to an already pretty
edgy, cool franchise,” Downey
said. “There’s such a groundswell
of excitement about it, and I
know that we earned it by the
merits of what we created to-

Your courage
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Aneta
Burrows

Dec. 30, 1960-Nov. 8, 2002

still inspire us all, and the
memory of your smile
fills us with joy
and laughter.

Dan, Ann & Sarab

and bravery

We remember those who have passed
N\ Avay and are especially dear to us.

On Saturday, May 25th we will publish in print and online at Yankton.net
a Memorial Day section devoted to those who are gone but not forgotten.
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Select one of the verses below to accompany your tribute.
We hold you in our thoughts and memories forever.

. May God cradle you in his arms, now and forever.

Forever missed, never forgotten. May God hold you in the palm of His hand.

. Thank you for the wonderful days we shared together.

My prayers will be with you until we meet again.

The days we shared were sweet. | long to see you again in Gods heavenly glory.
Your courage and bravery still inspire us all, and the memory of your

smile fills us with joy and laughter.
Though out of sight, you'll forever be in my heart and mind.
May the light of peace shine on your face for eternity.

May God's angels guide you and protect you throughout time.
You were a light in our life that burns forever in our hearts.
May God's graces shine over you for all time.
You are in our thoughts and prayers from morning to night and from year to year.
We send this message with a loving kiss for eternal rest and happiness.

May the Lord bless you with His graces and warm, loving heart.

| have written my own message and it is included.

To remember your loved one in this special way,send $12.00 per listing,
up to 25 word verse and $5 for photo.

Fill out the form below and mail to:
Yankton Daily Press & Dakotan/With Fondest Memories

319 Walnut Street,Yankton, SD 57078

Deadline: Tuesday, May 21, 2013

______________________________________ 1
| Name of deceased |
I I
| Date of birth Date of passing |
INumber of selected verse OR Personal message (25 word limit) I

I

I

|
| Print your name here I
I . , I
[Phone Number _______ Addess/aiyStaterdp ___——— ———————————— |




