
BY KARIN LAUB AND
JOSEF FEDERMAN
Associated Press

BEIRUT — Israel rushed to
beef up its rocket defenses on its
northern border Sunday to shield
against possible retaliation after
carrying out two airstrikes in
Syria over 48 hours — an un-
precedented escalation of Israeli
involvement in the Syrian civil
war.

Syria and its patron Iran hinted
at possible retribution, though
the rhetoric in official statements
appeared relatively muted.

Despite new concerns about a
regional war, Israeli officials sig-
naled they will keep trying to block
what they see as an effort by Iran
to send sophisticated weapons to
Lebanon’s Hezbollah militia ahead
of a possible collapse of Syrian
President Bashar Assad’s regime.

Israel has repeatedly threat-
ened to intervene in the Syrian
civil war to stop the transfer of
what it calls “game-changing”
weapons to Hezbollah, a Syrian-
backed group that battled Israel to
a stalemate during a monthlong
war in 2006.

Since carrying out a lone
airstrike in January that reportedly
destroyed a shipment of anti-air-
craft missiles headed to Hezbollah,
Israel had largely stayed on the
sidelines. That changed over the
weekend with a pair of airstrikes,
including an attack near a sprawl-
ing military complex close to the
Syrian capital of Damascus early
Sunday that set off a series of pow-
erful explosions.

The Israeli government and mil-
itary refused to comment. But a
senior Israeli official said both
airstrikes targeted shipments of
Fateh-110 missiles bound for
Hezbollah. The Iranian-made
guided missiles can fly deep into
Israel and deliver powerful half-ton
bombs with pinpoint accuracy.
The official spoke on condition of
anonymity because he was dis-
cussing a covert military opera-
tion.

Syria’s government called the
attacks a “flagrant violation of in-
ternational law” that has made the
Middle East “more dangerous.” It
also claimed the Israeli strikes
proved the Jewish state’s links to
rebel groups trying to overthrow
Assad’s regime.

Syria’s information minister,
Omran al-Zoubi, reading a Cabinet
statement after an emergency gov-
ernment meeting, said Syria has
the right and duty “to defend its
people by all available means.”

Israeli defense officials believe
Assad has little desire to open a
new front with Israel when he is
preoccupied with the survival of

his regime. More than 70,000 peo-
ple have been killed since the up-
rising against Assad erupted in
March 2011, and Israeli officials be-
lieve it is only a matter of time be-
fore Assad is toppled.

Still, Israel seemed to be taking
the Syrian threats seriously. Is-

rael’s military deployed two bat-
teries of its Iron Dome rocket de-
fense system to the north of the
country Sunday. It described the
move as part of “ongoing situa-
tional assessments.”

Israel says the Iron Dome shot
down hundreds of incoming short-

range rockets during eight days of
fighting against Hamas militants in
the Gaza Strip last November.
Hezbollah fired some 4,000 rockets
into Israel during the 2006 war, and
Israel believes the group now pos-
sesses tens of thousands of rock-
ets and missiles.
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 Yankton Mall

 We remember those who have passed 
 away and are especially dear to us.

 On Saturday, May 25th we will publish in print and online at Yankton.net
  a Memorial Day section devoted to those who are gone but not forgotten.

 With 
 Fondest Memories

 Select one of the verses below to accompany your tribute .
 1.  We hold you in our thoughts and memories forever.
 2.  May God cradle you in his arms, now and forever.
 3.  Forever missed, never forgotten.  May God hold you in the palm of His hand.
 4.  Thank you for the wonderful days we shared together.  

 My prayers will be with you until we meet again.
 5.  The days we shared were sweet.  I long to see you again in Gods heavenly glory.
 6.  Your courage and bravery still inspire us all, and the memory of your 

 smile fills us with joy and laughter.
 7.  Though out of sight, you’ll forever be in my heart and mind.
 8.  May the light of peace shine on your face for eternity.
 9.  May God’s angels guide you and protect you throughout time.

 10.  You were a light in our life that burns forever in our hearts.
 11.  May God’s graces shine over you for all time.
 12.  You are in our thoughts and prayers from morning to night and from year to year.
 13.  We send this message with a loving kiss for eternal rest and happiness.
 14.  May the Lord bless you with His graces and warm, loving heart.
 15.   I have written my own message and it is included.

 Name of deceased______________________________________________________________________________

 Date of birth_________________________________     Date of passing_________________________________

 Number of selected verse_____________  OR  Personal message (25 word limit)________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________

 Print your name here____________________________________________  

 Phone Number__________________ Address/City/State/Zip__________________________________________ 

 To remember your loved one in this special way, send $12.00 per listing, 
 up to 25 word verse and $5 for photo. 
 Fill out the form below and mail to:

 Yankton Daily Press & Dakotan/With Fondest Memories
 319 Walnut Street, Yankton, SD 57078 

 Deadline: Tuesday, May 21, 2013

 Aneta 
 Burrows

 Dec. 30, 1960-Nov. 8, 200 2

 Your courage and braver y 
 still inspire us all, and the 

 memory of your smile 
 fills us with joy 
 and laughter .

 Dan, Ann & Sarah
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Bomb Suspect’s Uncle Arranges Burial
WORCESTER, Mass. (AP) — The uncle of Boston Marathon bomb-

ing suspect Tamerlan Tsarnaev arrived in Massachusetts on Sunday
to arrange for his burial, saying he understands that “no one wants
to associate their names with such evil events.”

Ruslan Tsarni, of Montgomery Village, Md., and three of his
friends met with the Worcester funeral home director and prepared
to wash and shroud Tsarnaev’s body according to Muslim tradition.
The 26-year-old died after a gun battle with police on April 19.

Funeral director Peter Stefan said he hasn’t been able to find a
cemetery in Massachusetts willing to take the body. He said he plans
to ask the city of Cambridge, where Tsarnaev lived, to provide a bur-
ial plot, and if Cambridge turns him down, he will seek help from
state officials.

Tsarni told reporters that he is arranging for Tsarnaev’s burial be-
cause religion and tradition call for his nephew to be buried. He
would like him buried in Massachusetts because he’s lived in the
state for the last decade, he said.

“I’m dealing with logistics. A dead person must be buried,” he
said.

Limo Catches Fire In Calif.; 5 Women Killed
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — A limousine taking nine women to a

bachelorette party erupted in flames, killing five of the passengers,
including the bride-to-be, authorities and the mother of one of the
survivors said Sunday.

The limo caught fire at around 10 p.m. Saturday on one of the
busiest bridges on San Francisco Bay, California Highway Patrol offi-
cer Art Montiel told The Associated Press.

Five of the women were trapped, but the four other women man-
aged to get out after the vehicle came to a stop on the San Mateo-
Hayward Bridge, the patrol said.

Rosita Guardiano told the San Francisco Chronicle that the
woman for whom the bachelorette party was being thrown was to be
married next month. Guardiano said her daughter was one of the
survivors.

Investigators haven’t determined what sparked the fire, but the
patrol said the white stretch limo became engulfed in flames after
smoke started coming out of the rear of the vehicle.

Malaysia’s Governing Coalition Wins Elections 
KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia (AP) — Malaysia’s long-governing

coalition won national elections Sunday to extend its 56 years of un-
broken rule, fending off the strongest opposition it has ever faced
but exposing vulnerabilities in the process.

The Election Commission reported that Prime Minister Najib
Razak’s National Front coalition captured 127 of Malaysia’s 222 par-
liamentary seats to win a majority Sunday. Opposition leader Anwar
Ibrahim’s three-party alliance seized 77 seats, and other races were
too close to call.

It was the National Front’s 13th consecutive victory in general
elections since independence from Britain in 1957. It faced its most
unified challenge ever from an opposition that hoped to capitalize
on allegations of arrogance, abuse of public funds and racial discrim-
ination against the government.

Najib urged all Malaysians to accept his coalition’s victory. “We
have to show to the world that we are a mature democracy,” he said.

“Despite the extent of the swing against us, (the National Front)
did not fall,” he said in a nationally televised news conference.

Illinois Residents Debate Lure Of ‘Fracking’
VIENNA, Ill. (AP) — This is the Illinois that many people never

see — the sparsely populated southern tip where flat farmland
gives way to rolling hills, rocky outcrops, thick forests and cypress
swamps.

Blacktopped county roads wend through no-stoplight towns.
Locals speak in soft drawls and talk of generations who’ve lived on
the same land or in the same villages. The remote and rugged
Shawnee National Forest attracts hikers, campers and horseback
riders, and offers a stark contrast to the rest of a state that largely
has been plowed, paved or suburbanized.

But many here are beginning to brace for change as the Illinois
Legislature considers regulations that could set off a rush among
energy companies to drill deep in the southern Illinois bedrock for
oil and natural gas. The crews would be using a process known as
high-volume hydraulic fracturing, or “fracking,” that has trans-
formed the landscape in places like North Dakota and Pennsylva-
nia.

After drilling intensively in many states in the last few years, the
industry is now preparing to push into new territory, hoping to tap
deposits long considered out of reach. Residents here — and
states like New York and California that also are part of this next
frontier — have heard the angry clamor over fracking elsewhere,
but most have little experience with the oil industry.

Already, drillers have leased hundreds of thousands of acres
throughout southern Illinois, including in scenic Johnson and Pope
counties, which hasn’t seen conventional drilling and where peo-
ple aren’t sure what to expect if a fracking rush becomes a reality.

Car Bomber Kills Seven In Somalia Attack
MOGADISHU, Somalia (AP) — Seven people were killed Sunday

morning when a suicide bomber attempted to ram a car laden with
explosives into a military convoy escorting a four-member Qatari
delegation.

Gen. Garad Nor Abdulle, a senior police official said the members
of the Qatari delegation who were being escorted in the interior min-
ister’s convoy were unharmed and safely reached their hotel.

Abdulle said the interior minister was not in the convoy.
Mohamed Abdi, an officer at the scene of the blast, said four civil-

ians and a soldier died immediately. Another two people died in hos-
pital and 18 were being treated of wounds from the blast, said Dr.
Duniya Mohamed Ali at the Medina hospital.

The Qatari delegates are involved in development projects in Mo-
gadishu, Somali president Hassan Sheikh Mohamud said.
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Israeli Airstrikes Prompt Threats, Anger


