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WASHINGTON — The biparti-
san coalition behind a contentious
overhaul of immigration laws stuck
together on a critical early series
of test votes Thursday, turning
back challenges from conservative
critics as the Senate Judiciary
Committee refined legislation to
secure the borders and grant even-
tual citizenship to millions living in
the United States illegally.

In a cavernous room packed
with lobbyists and immigration ac-
tivists, the panel rejected numer-
ous moves to impose tougher
conditions on border security be-
fore immigrants who entered the
country illegally could take the
first steps along a new pathway to-
ward citizenship.

Republicans Lindsey Graham of
South Carolina and Jeff Flake of
Arizona — part of a bipartisan
group that helped draft the meas-
ure — joined all 10 Democrats in
blocking the changes. Sen. Orrin
Hatch, a Utah Republican who has
yet to announce a position on the
overall legislation, opposed one
and supported the others.

Assuming the core political
alignment remains intact, the com-
mittee is expected to approve the
measure within two weeks and
clear the way for an epic show-
down on the Senate floor in June. 

White House aides watched
from the sidelines as the commit-
tee began its work on a bill that
President Barack Obama has made
a top priority in the opening
months of his second term. 

Painstakingly negotiated by a
bipartisan “Gang of Eight,” the
measure would clear the way for
tens of thousands of new high-tech
and lesser-skilled workers to enter
the country while also requiring all
employers to check the legal sta-
tus of their employees. But it was
the core trade-off — securing the
border against future illegal
immigration while setting up a 13-
year process by which immigrants
unlawfully in the country could
qualify for citizenship — that gen-
erated the most controversy by far.

Sen. Charles Schumer, a New
York Democrat who helped draft
the bill, said it would “change our
policy so that the people who are
needed to help our economy grow
can come into this country, and at
the same time we will note that
when families are divided the hu-
mane thing to do is bring those
families back together.

“Because we so dramatically
stop the flow of illegal immigration,

we can do both.  And we do, and
do it fairly.”  

Republican critics made no
claim they can defeat the bill in
committee and concentrated in-
stead on casting doubt on asser-
tions that it will secure the
U.S.-Mexican border before it al-
lows immigrants illegally in the
United States to take their first
steps toward legal status. 

“The triggers in the bill that
kick off legalization are weak,” said
Sen. Charles Grassley of Iowa, re-
ferring to a series of requirements
that must be met before unautho-
rized immigrants can apply for
legal status. “No one can dispute
that this bill is legalization first, en-
forcement later.”

He said the last extensive over-
haul of immigration in 1986 had
also claimed it would end illegal
immigration. “We thought we were
so certain...and we screwed up,”
he said of those who voted for the
bill 37 years ago, himself among
them.

Sen. Jeff Sessions, R-Ala., said
he feared the result of the measure
would be a shell game in which
“amnesty takes effect but not
enforcement.”

The political stakes were high.
One Republican who helped draft
the legislation and another who
seems destined to oppose it have
ties to the tea party and are both
considered possible presidential
candidates in 2016. And despite
the deep partisan differences, an
atmosphere of cordiality reigned,
marred only once when tempers
flared briefly in a clash between
Schumer and Texas Republicans
John Cornyn and Ted Cruz.

The first challenge to the legis-
lation came on Grassley’s proposal
to require six months to elapse be-
tween the time the southern bor-
der is secured and immigrants may
begin seeking legal status, a step
that Schumer said would  “delay,
probably forever, any legalization”
for immigrants now living in the
country without authorization.

The second was advanced by
Sen. Mike Lee, R-Utah, and sought
to require that both houses of Con-
gress vote to declare the border
secure before the citizenship
process could begin. Under the leg-
islation as drafted, the secretary of
Homeland Security has the author-
ity to make that declaration.

“Many of us are concerned that
the border fencing and security
triggers in this bill leave too much
discretion to the secretary,” Lee
said.

Graham said he feared the re-
sult would inevitably be deadlock,
in which the Democratic-

controlled Senate would declare
the border secure while the Repub-
lican-controlled House would
counter that it was not.

Cruz later tried to require that
the number of U.S. border patrol
agents be tripled on the U.S.-Mex-
ico border and the amount of
equipment stationed there be
quadrupled before any immigrant
could apply for a change in legal
status.

Also rejected was Sessions’ call
for construction of 700 miles of
double-fencing along the Mexican
border. Hatch opposed Cruz’ pro-
posal and supported the other
changes that were rejected. He has
not yet declared a position on the
legislation, although he is expected
to be heavily influenced by the
number of visas it approves for
workers in the high-tech industry,
which has a significant presence in
Utah.

Eager to demonstrate their
openness to changes, Democrats
stressed that they had agreed to a
number of Republican proposals. 

One, advanced by Grassley,
specifies that a requirement for 90
percent of would-be border
crossers to be stopped or turned
back must apply to the entire
southern border, not just “high-
risk” sectors.

But a verdict on perhaps the
most contentious proposal — to
assure that immigrants in the
country illegally are treated the
same regardless of sexual orienta-
tion — is not expected to come to
a vote until next week or the week
after. Gay rights groups are
adamantly seeking the provision
be inserted into the measure, but
Republicans have warned that
could splinter the coalition behind
the bill and doom its chances for
passage.

The legislation was drafted by
Democratic Sens. Schumer and
Dick Durbin of Illinois, who are on
the committee, and Bob Menendez
of New Jersey and Michael Bennet
of Colorado, who are not, as well
as Flake and Graham and Republi-
can Sens. Marco Rubio of Florida
and John McCain of Arizona.

Under the legislation as drafted,
immigrants who entered the
United States illegally before Dec.
31, 2011, and have been in the
country since then may apply for
Registered Provisional Immigrant
status. To qualify, they must pass a
background check, have no serious
criminal conviction on their
record, pay any back taxes they
owe and a pair of $500 fines.

At the end of a decade, they
may apply for permanent resi-
dency, pay an additional fine of
$1,000 and meet other require-
ments. After an additional three
years, they may apply for
naturalization.

BY KRISTEN GELINEAU
Associated Press

SYDNEY — Skygazers across the Aus-
tralian Outback were among the lucky few to
witness a solar eclipse on Friday as the moon
glided between the Earth and the sun, block-
ing everything but a dazzling ring of light.

The celestial spectacle, known as a “ring
of fire” eclipse, is the second solar eclipse
visible from northern Australia in six months.
In November, a total solar eclipse plunged
the country’s northeast into darkness, de-
lighting astronomers and tourists who
flocked to the region from across the globe to
witness it. 

Friday’s eclipse, also called an annular
solar eclipse, is not considered as scientifi-
cally important or dramatic as November’s,
because the moon is too far from Earth —
and therefore appears too small — to com-
pletely black out the sun. Unlike a total solar
eclipse, which essentially turns day into
night, an annular eclipse just dims the sun-
light.

“A total eclipse is overall far more spec-
tacular, far more emotional,” said Andrew
Jacob, an astronomer at Sydney Observatory.

Still, he said, Friday’s eclipse “will give you a
nice ring of sunlight in the sky — it will be
quite different.” 

At remote outposts across Australia, sci-
entists and spectators gathered to watch as
the eclipse began casting its approximately
200-kilometer-wide (120-mile-wide) shadow at
dawn over Western Australia, before moving
east through the Northern Territory and the

top of Queensland state. The shadow will
then drift across Papua New Guinea, the
Solomon Islands, the tiny island nation of
Kiribati and eventually end in a largely unin-
habited area of the Pacific Ocean.

The eclipse lasted between three and six
minutes, depending on its location, and
blacked out around 95 percent of the sun at
its peak. A partial eclipse was visible to peo-
ple in other parts of Australia, Indonesia,
New Zealand and the South Pacific.

U.S. astronomer Jay Pasachoff, who trav-
eled to Australia to view his 57th solar
eclipse, planned to watch from a remote van-
tage point in the desert about 50 kilometers
(30 miles) north of the Outback town of Ten-
nant Creek. The spot was expected to pro-
vide the ultimate view in Australia, he said,
with the ring of fire visible for four minutes
and 20 seconds.

“The most interesting thing about all these
eclipses is really to tell students that we can
predict these things to a second,” said Pasa-
choff, an astronomy professor at Williams
College in Massachusetts. “You can travel
halfway around the world and go out into the
Outback and ... the moon’s going to start
darkening the sun right on time.”
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CLEVELAND — An Ohio prosecutor said
Thursday he may seek the death penalty
against Ariel Castro as investigators charged
that he impregnated one of his captives at least
five times and then starved her and punched
her in the belly until she miscarried.

Cuyahoga County prosecutor Timothy
McGinty said aggravated murder charges pun-
ishable by death could be filed related to preg-
nancies terminated by force. 

Castro, a 52-year-old former school bus
driver, is being held on $8 million bail under a
suicide watch in jail, where he is charged with
rape and kidnapping for allegedly abducting
three women and holding them captive in his
home for a decade.

A police report obtained by the news media
said Castro threatened, starved and raped the
women. Other chilling details in the report:

— Amanda Berry, who was 16 when she van-
ished in 2002, told officers that she was forced
to give birth in a plastic kiddie pool in the
house so it would be easier to clean up. Berry
said she, her baby, now 6, and the two other
rescued women had never been to a doctor dur-
ing their captivity. 

— Michelle Knight, now 32, said her five
pregnancies ended after Castro starved her for
at least two weeks and “repeatedly punched her
in the stomach until she miscarried.” She also
said Castro forced her to help deliver Berry’s
baby under threat of death if the baby died.
Knight said that when the newborn stopped
breathing, she revived the child through mouth-
to-mouth resuscitation. 

McGinty said that Castro would be charged

for every single act of sexual
violence, assault and other
crimes committed against the
women, suggesting the charges
could number in the hundreds,
if not thousands.

In court Thursday, authori-
ties laid out more of their case
against Castro, saying he lured
the women into his car, beat
them repeatedly over a decade
and used them “in whatever

self-gratifying, self-serving way he saw fit,” as
prosecutor Brian Murphy put it.

During his brief arraignment, Castro tried to
hide his face, tucking his chin inside his collar.
He appeared to close his eyes during the hear-
ing and awkwardly signed documents while
handcuffed. He did not speak or enter a plea.

Kathleen DeMetz, a public defender assigned
to represent him at the hearing, didn’t comment
on his guilt or innocence or object when prose-
cutors recommended bail be set at $5 million.
The judge, instead, ordered Castro held on $8
million.

Castro has been in custody since Monday,
when Berry broke out of his run-down house
and called 911. Police found the two other
women inside. The women, now in their 20s and
30s, vanished separately between 2002 and
2004. At the time, they were 14, 16 and 20 years
old.

Castro had lured each of them into his vehi-
cle, according to court documents filed
Thursday.

Investigators said that the women could re-
call being outside only twice in the past decade
and that they were apparently bound with
ropes and chains. 

Berry, 27, and the third captive, Gina DeJe-
sus, 22, went home with relatives on Wednes-
day. Knight, 32, was reported in good condition
at a Cleveland hospital.

Castro’s two brothers, who were arrested
but later cleared of involvement in the kidnap-
ping case, appeared in court on unrelated
charges and were released. They left the court-
house without speaking to reporters.

Pedro Castro, 54, pleaded no contest to an
open container charge, while two charges
against Onil Castro, 50, were dismissed.

On Thursday, a musician who often prac-
ticed at Ariel Castro’s house said he was there
last week and heard noises, “like banging on the
wall.” Ricky Sanchez said he asked Castro about
it, and he blamed it on the dogs. He also said
Castro — a bass guitarist in merengue and salsa
bands — liked to play his music loud inside.

On his most recent visit, Sanchez said, a lit-
tle girl came out from the kitchen and stared at
him but didn’t say anything. He said he also no-
ticed there were four or five locks on the out-
side door.

“When I was about to leave, I tried to open
the door. I couldn’t even, because there were so
many locks in there,” he said.

Ariel Castro’s adult daughter, Arlene Castro,
appeared on ABC’s “Good Morning America” on
Thursday. She tearfully said she was embar-
rassed and devastated upon learning of her fa-
ther’s suspected role in the kidnappings. Arlene
Castro was walking home from school with De-
Jesus in 2004 just before she disappeared.

“I would like to say I’m absolutely so, so
sorry,” she said. “I really want to see you, Gina,
and I want you to meet my kids. I’m so sorry
about everything.”

Prosecutor May Seek Death Penalty In Ohio

Castro

Gang Stole $45M Through ATMS Worldwide
NEW YORK (AP) — A worldwide gang of criminals stole a total of

$45 million in a matter of hours by hacking their way into a database of
prepaid debit cards and then draining cash machines around the
globe, federal prosecutors said Thursday — and outmoded U.S. card
technology may be partly to blame.

Seven people are under arrest in the U.S. in connection with the
case, which prosecutors said involved thousands of thefts from ATMs
using bogus magnetic swipe cards carrying information from Middle
Eastern banks. The fraudsters moved with astounding speed to loot fi-
nancial institutions around the world, working in cells including one in
New York, Brooklyn U.S. Attorney Loretta Lynch said.

She called it “a massive 21st-century bank heist” carried out by
brazen thieves.

One of the suspects was caught on surveillance cameras, his back-
pack increasingly loaded down with cash, authorities said. Others took
photos of themselves with giant wads of bills as they made their way
up and down Manhattan.

Obama Offers Upbeat View Of Economy, Jobs
AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Offering a more upbeat view of the economy,

President Barack Obama resurrected his jobs proposals Thursday, ad-
vancing modest initiatives as he pushed for action on more ambitious
efforts that face resistance from congressional Republicans. “We’re
poised for progress,” he declared.

The president chose the bustling Texas capital as a backdrop to re-
focus on higher wages, education and a manufacturing-driven agenda
that had been eclipsed by his struggles over gun control and spending
cuts and his push for an overhaul of immigration laws.

“You might not know this, because if you listen to all the doom and
gloom in Washington and politics, and watching cable TV sometimes
you might get kind of thinking nothing is going right,” Obama told stu-
dents at a technology high school. “The truth is there’s a lot of reasons
for us to feel optimistic about where we’re headed as a country.”

“Thanks to grit and determination of the American people, we
cleared away the rubble of the worst economic crisis in our lifetime,”
he continued.

Still, Obama said that while housing markets are improving, corpo-
rate profits are skyrocketing and the energy and auto industries are
thriving, there remains a need to boost the middle class.

Police: Suspect, Tsarnaev, Is Out Of City, Buried
WORCESTER, Mass. (AP) — The body of Boston Marathon bomb-

ing suspect Tamerlan Tsarnaev was entombed in an unknown
gravesite Thursday after police said an anonymous person stepped
forward to help arrange the secret burial.

The burial ended a weeklong search for a place willing to take
Tsarnaev’s body out of Worcester, where his remains had been
stored at a funeral home amid protests. In that time, the cities where
Tsarnaev lived and died and his mother’s country all refused the
remains.

Amid the frustration, Worcester’s police chief urged an end to the
quandary. “We are not barbarians,” he said. “We bury the dead.”

By Thursday, police announced: “As a result of our public appeal
for help, a courageous and compassionate individual came forward
to provide the assistance needed to properly bury the deceased.”

Police in Worcester, about 50 miles west of Boston, didn’t say
where the body was taken, only that it was no longer in the city.

Police Chief: No Word About Russian Warnings
WASHINGTON (AP) — The FBI did not initially share with Boston

police the warnings it had received from Russia about one suspect in
last month’s marathon bombings, despite the work of four city po-
lice representatives on a federal terrorism task force, Boston’s police
commissioner told Congress on Thursday.

Yet Commissioner Ed Davis acknowledged that police might not
have uncovered or disrupted the plot even if they had fully investi-
gated the family of Tamerlan Tsarnaev based on those warnings. The
FBI after a cursory investigation closed its assessment on Tsarnaev,
who died in a police shootout after the bombings. Boston police
learned about the Russian security service warnings only later.

“That’s very hard to say. We would certainly look at the informa-
tion, we would certainly talk to the individual,” Davis said. “From the
information I’ve received, the FBI did that, and they closed the case
out. I can’t say that I would have come to a different conclusion
based upon the information that was known at that particular time.”

In Massachusetts, meanwhile, Tsarnaev was secretly buried in an
undisclosed location outside Worcester after a weeklong search for a
community willing to take the body. Worcester police Sgt. Kerry
Hazelhurst said Thursday the body was no longer in that city and
had been entombed, but he would not say where.

The congressional hearing was the first in a series to review the
government’s initial response to the attacks, ask what information
authorities received about Tsarnaev and his brother before the
bombings and consider whether everything was handled correctly.

Space Station Leak Not Life-Threatening
WASHINGTON (AP) — The International Space Station has a radia-

tor leak in its power system. The outpost’s commander calls the situ-
ation serious, but not life-threatening.

The six-member crew on Thursday noticed white flakes of ammo-
nia leaking out of the station. Ammonia runs through multiple radia-
tor loops to cool the station’s power system. NASA said the leak is
increasing from one previously leaking loop that can be bypassed if
needed. NASA spokesman Bob Jacobs said engineers are working on
rerouting electronics just in case the loop shuts down. The Earth-or-
biting station has backup systems.

Space station Commander Chris Hadfield of Canada tweeted that
the problem, while serious, was stabilized. Officials will know more
Friday.

The space station always has enough emergency escape ships for
the crew, but there are no plans to use them.

Coalition On Immigration Bill Clears First Tests

‘Ring Of Fire’ Eclipse Crosses Australia, Pacific
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