
Street and no longer needs Sec-
ond Street as a traffic bypass for
the project.

According to Larson, the com-
mittee is essentially recommend-
ing that the commission proceed
with the master plan created by
Omaha planning consultant
Marty Shukert in 2007 after a
community input process.

“There just needs to be some
tweaks to it six years later to in-
corporate new ideas,” he told the
City Commission recently.

A request was made by the

committee to obtain Shukert’s
services to update the plan, de-
sign it and get cost estimates.

“I thought we were far enough
along in the ideas that have been
pitched, talked about and dis-
cussed that we didn’t really need
to go back to the drawing board
in the form of bringing Marty
back,” Commissioner Charlie
Gross responded. “I thought
what we were looking for with
the task force was, ‘Sifting
through these (Shukert plans),
what do you want the commis-
sion to do next?’”

It was asked whether the com-
mittee, along with city staff,
could finalize the plan without
Shukert’s assistance.

Sommer said he believed city

staff could probably do the final
design and engineering work.
However, he said the committee
thought it might be easier for
Shukert to do it. He would know
the plan and have the resources
to edit it more so than city staff,
Sommer stated.

“I don’t think there is anything
wrong with getting a scope of
services from (Shukert),” Com-
missioner Dave Carda said. “If it
comes in way too high, we can
see if we can do it in house.”

No official action was taken,
but the consensus of the com-
mission was to wait for a pro-

posal from Shukert.
Carda added that he believes

work on the plaza should get
under way this year, a statement
that garnered no dissent from
other commissioners.

The city has $400,000 bud-
geted for downtown improve-
ments related to the Meridian
Bridge in 2013.

To view Shukert’s plans, visit
www.cityofyankton.org/yankton/t
opics/conceptplans.php.

You can follow Nathan Johnson
on Twitter at twitter.com/AnIn-
landVoyage

conservative groups and the Jus-
tice Department’s seizure of As-
sociated Press phone records as
part of a leak investigation. 

“The hardest thing in the hot
house of Washington in weeks
like this is to get above the mael-
strom and really define major is-
sues in your own terms,” Axelrod
said. “They need to find big plat-
forms, whether it’s congressional
addresses, commencement
speeches, high-profile interviews
or a combination of those things
and others.” 

As these Democrats see it,
there has been an arc of Obama
addresses that have spelled out
the challenge and the hope of at-
taining the American Dream,
from a 2005 commencement ad-
dress at tiny Knox College in
Galesburg, Ill., to his speech in
Osawatomie, Kan., in late 2011,
and that the time for another one
is now. 

Over the last two weeks,
Obama has been trying to draw
attention to his job-creation
ideas with small events in Austin
and, on Friday, in Baltimore. The
daytime visits have been coupled
with modest executive initiatives
that tend to garner local media
attention but get lost in Washing-

ton’s attention to the con-
tentious issues of the moment. 

“There does seem to be a risk
of getting bogged down in noise,”
said Jared Bernstein, who was
part of Obama’s economic team
when he served as Vice Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s chief economist.
“He doesn’t need to get out to
talk about Benghazi and the IRS
and the budget deficit. He needs
to talk about investment in the
nation’s productivity.” 

Obama has called for more
government spending on educa-
tion, public works projects, and
research and development and
has proposed paying for it
largely with higher taxes. But
after letting one tax increase on
the rich pass at the beginning of
the year, Republicans have stead-
fastly refused any further tax
hikes and have resisted Obama’s
spending plans. The result has
been a fruitless search, at least
so far, for a “grand bargain” to
trim the nation’s long-term debt. 

In the face of Republican-led
investigations in Congress and
with some conservatives even
suggesting impeachment pro-
ceedings against the president,
some Obama advisers say that
boldly elevating the economy
would create a sharp contrast
and emphasize their belief that
Republicans are overplaying
their hand. They note that as dis-
satisfaction with Washington has
grown, Obama has continued to
hold a substantial edge over the

Republicans in Congress. 
House Speaker John Boehner,

R-Ohio, said that creating jobs is
the top priority of Republicans,
too, but “we’re also focused on
holding this administration ac-
countable” about what happened
in Libya and with the IRS. 

If Obama has a single long-
term governing priority, it is a
deep-seated belief that advances
in technology and globalization
have translated into a significant
consumer benefits but have also
eroded middle-class gains. “The
result has been the emergence of
what some call a ‘winner take all’
economy, in which a rising tide
doesn’t necessarily lift all boats,”
he wrote in his 2006 book, “The
Audacity of Hope.” 

The opportunity to make a
broad shift toward the economy
might have presented itself this
week, when the nonpartisan Con-
gressional Budget Office pre-
dicted that the budget deficit for
2013 will be $642 billion — lower
than estimated and half of the
record $1.4 trillion hit during
Obama’s first year in office. In-
stead, that bit of news was over-
shadowed by the IRS, Benghazi
and AP phone record controver-
sies. 

Armed with a lower deficit
number, some of Obama’s liberal
critics say he should abandon ef-
forts to reduce deficits and focus
exclusively on jobs. 

“They should declare vic-
tory,” said Lawrence Mishel,

president and CEO of the liberal
Economic Policy Institute. “Mak-
ing the big policy and political
project the grand bargain has
been digging us in a deeper and
deeper hole.” 

White House officials say the
time to pause and deliver the
type of major address that con-
nects Obama’s policies to his
core beliefs is when it has the
possibility of making a major im-
pact. For now, they say, their eco-
nomic tour across the country is
better suited to the moment. 

“What we think that these
tours do is add another dimen-
sion to the argument of what
we’re trying to get done with
Congress,” White House commu-
nications director Jennifer
Palmieri said. “That this is not
just about budgets, this is about
steps that Congress can take leg-
islatively and the president can
take unilaterally that will create
jobs and help middle-class fami-
lies.” 

How to emphasize Obama’s
jobs agenda was a subject Thurs-
day during a meeting between
top White House aides and out-
side Democratic operatives,
many of whom had worked for
Bill Clinton’s administration.
They had been called by Obama
chief of staff Denis McDonough
to consult and offer ideas on how
to respond to the most recent
uproars. Among those attending
were such Clinton aides as Paul
Begala and Mike McCurry. 
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 Memorial Day Deadlines
 The Yankton Daily Press & Dakotan will be closed 
 Monday, May 27th, for the Memorial Day holiday.

   The following deadlines will apply:
 Out On The Town — Wednesday, May 22
 Tuesday, May 28 newspaper – 5 p.m., Wednesday, May 22
 Wednesday, May 29 newspaper – 5 p.m., Thursday, May 23
 Thursday, May 30 newspaper – 5 p.m., Friday, May 2 4

 There will be no newspaper on Monday, May 27, 2013.

 P RESS &D AKOTAN
 Y ANKTON  D AILY

 319 Walnut, Yankton, SD • www.yankton.net • 605-665-7811 •  1-800-743-2968

 8 Rides
 for  $ 10 Additional coupons 

 available from 
 mall merchants

 1 Ticket Per Ride - 
 except Zipper (2)

 COUPON

 Spring 
 Carnival

 May 23th – 29th

 DC Lynch Shows

L OT T E R I E S

75 YEARS AGO 
Friday, May 20, 1938

• Rain or shine there is one record
sure to go down in the books at the
conference track meet tomorrow. It
canʼt help but be a record because it
will be the first time the event (Relay of
Fat Men) has been run. This contest of
speed and exhibition of the century will
be a fat manʼs race to be run as an
added attraction. Yankton collegeʼs
biggest and bouncingest athletics will
don the short pants for this race.

• In a most pleasing program held
last night at the Masonic Temple, Frank
Bramble, of Watertown, presented to
the postoffice department and the
Yankton postoffice an oil portrait of his
faither, Downer Tenney Bramble, first
postmaster of Yankton. Bramble stated
that his father was not only the first
postmaster of Yankton but was the first
merchant, the first wholesaler, the first
miller and the first freighter, as well.

50 YEARS AGO
Monday, May 20, 1963

• Lashing, fire-building, knots and
nature study will be the techniques
stressed at an “all-day” outdoor training

session for Girl Scout people this
Wednesday, May 22. All troop leaders
and day-camp personnel of the Yank-
ton Girl Scout Association will meet at
the city hall at 9:15 a.m., and leave for
a dayʼs outing at Cottonwood Island.

• Sioux Falls has had its sixth
“bomb” scare in less than two weeks.
The latest note was found Friday after-
noon in a restroom at Fantleʼs depart-
ment store. As did other notes found in
various buildings in the city, it claimed
bombs were planted and would go off
unless money was left in the room.

25 YEARS AGO 
Friday, May, 20, 1988 

• First Dakota National Bank of
Yankton is rearranging its offices now
that the purchase of American State
Bank assets and assumption of liabili-
ties is complete.

• State officials are taking steps to
provide drought services, such as a hay
auction in northeastern South Dakota,
that were suggested by farmers and
ranchers, Gov. George Mickelson said
Thursday. The governor said he has di-
rected state officials to follow up on
suggestions the farmers and ranchers
presented at a meeting two weeks ago.

SATURDAY’S DRAWINGS
DAKOTA CASH: 03-09-13-16-21
HOT LOTTO: 04-08-11-13-23, Hot

Ball: 26
POWERBALL: 10-13-14-22-52,

Powerball: 11
WILD CARD: 06-08-23-25-26, Wild

Card: AS

2 BY 2: Red Balls: 13-20, White Balls:
6-16

MYDAY: Month: 5, Day: 13, Year: 42
PICK 3: 1-9-8
PICK 5: 03-14-28-30-32

SUNDAY’S DRAWINGS
2 BY 2: Red Balls: 2-12, White

Balls: 2-7

YCL Seeks Volunteers For Reading Program
The Yankton Community Library is in need of teen volunteers to

help with the summer reading program. Teens able to donate 5-20
hours per week in June and July are encouraged to volunteer.

Volunteers are needed to help put together art kits for young
children, count reading minutes, stamp booklets, stock and hand
out prizes from the prize cabinet, and help supervise large group
activities.

If you are interested in applying as a volunteer, contact Becky
Pittenger at bpittenger@sdln.net, call the library at 668-5275, or
stop by the library at 515 Walnut Street. 

For more information, contact the library at: 668-5275. 

Residents Reminded To Care For Lawns
Lawns are greening up, and the hum of lawnmowers can be

heard all around the Yankton community. 
Overgrown grass and weeds aren’t just unsightly; they’re a vio-

lation of city ordinance. Lawns, boulevards and ditches must be
maintained at 8 inches or lower and free of noxious weeds. Weeds
must be cut or chemically treated. Dandelions are not considered a
noxious weed, so while they maybe “obnoxious,” they are not “nox-
ious.” 

Residents are urged to mow their lawns before it gets more than
8 inches tall and treat or cut noxious weeds. 

For more information, visit cityofyankton.org or call 605-668-
5251. 
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