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Neb. Lawmakers Push Toward Session’s End

BY GRANT SCHULTE
Associated Press

LINCOLN, Neb. — Nebraska lawmakers are
forging ahead slowly this year with a state
budget, a new school funding formula, and an
overhaul of juvenile services, but many of the
most contentious priorities will likely have to
wait.

With three weeks left in the session, sup-
porters of a Medicaid expansion bill are still
short of the votes needed to overcome a fili-
buster. A death penalty bill was killed in a
similar fashion. A major tax overhaul champi-
oned by Gov. Dave Heineman was shelved, in
favor of a tax study.

Sen. Bob Krist of Omaha said the Medicaid
bill will likely have to wait until next year. He
likened it to a drawn-out debate last year
over a proposal to restore prenatal care serv-
ices to the unborn children of illegal immi-
grants. The state cut off funding for the
services in 2010, and supporters weren’t able
to restore them until the middle of last year,
when they overrode Heineman’s veto.

“Some people have such a short-sighted
viewpoint of ‘We won, we lost,” Krist said. “I
was there in 2010, when we went down in
flames on prenatal care. It took us years to re-
group, to get our stuff together, and build a

“We’re going to have to make
some tough decisions.”

GREG ADAMS

coalition. But we got it. With (the Medicaid
bill), it just may not be the full enchilada.”

The Medicaid proposal would extend
health care coverage to an estimated 54,000
childless, low-income adults, but Heineman
and conservative lawmakers have argued
that the program is unsustainable. Support-
ers have floated a series of compromise
measures on Medicaid, including a sunset
proposal on the expansion that would let law-
makers reevaluate it, or withdraw altogether
if the federal government fails to fund it as
promised.

The federal government has agreed to pay
100 percent of the cost for new Medicaid re-
cipients from 2014 to 2016. Aid would gradu-
ally decrease until 2020, when the federal
government would pay 90 percent of the
costs for patients who fall under Medicaid ex-
pansion.

The Medicaid bill's sponsor, Sen. Kathy
Campbell of Lincoln, said Friday that she still
hadn’t secured the 33 votes needed to force

SIOUX FALLS (AP) — A plan
for several rural South Dakota

S.D. School Sharing Plan
Moving Slower Than Hoped

land, Ellendale-Geneva School
District north of Albert Lea,

school districts to share staff
and hold more classes online
will proceed more slowly than
some had hoped.

Platte-Geddes Superintend-
ent Dennis Goodwin had pro-
posed that his district and those
nearby should join forces by
sharing teachers and having a
single superintendent to save
money. The Legislature passed a
law that would save small
school districts from forced con-
solidation if they agreed to such
an agreement.

The Argus Leader reports that
the Platte-Geddes, Wessington
Springs, Armour and South Cen-
tral school districts have agreed
to look into sharing more teach-
ers next year, aided by technol-
ogy that allows teachers to
teach in two towns at once. But
the small school districts will
keep their own CEOs for now.

“I'think it’s a little bit ahead
of its time,” Goodwin said.

Goodwin won'’t be around to
see if his idea comes to fruition
someday because he has been
hired by the New Richland-Hart-

Minn. He decided to move to be
closer to his wife, who still lives
near the Twin Cities.

Dan Guericke, of the Mid-Cen-
tral Education Cooperative in
Platte, will now take the lead as
the South Dakota school dis-
tricts look to expand their col-
laboration.

Guericke said about a dozen
teachers in the area will have
students from multiple school
districts next year. When
schools have an opening, offi-
cials will first check on the avail-
ability of teachers at partner
schools before looking to hire
their own. They’re working on
plans to pay more to those
teachers who take on extra re-
sponsibilities.

The towns appear to have lit-
tle appetite right now for shar-
ing a superintendent, but that
might happen later.

“We want to move forward as
quickly as we can with sharing
instructional staff,” Guericke
said. “I don’t think anybody’s
going to fire an administrator to
create a joint administrator.”
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We remember those who have passed
N\ Avay and are especially dear to us.

On Saturday, May 25th we will publish in print and online at Yankton.net
a Memorial Day section devoted to those who are gone but not forgotten.

an end to the debate. Campbell said the
length of debate on many bills has been un-
usually high, but she argued that there’s no
single cause.

Debate on many bills has dragged because
of filibusters, including many by longtime
Sen. Ernie Chambers of Omaha, who returned
to the Capitol this year after sitting out four
years because of term limits. A coalition of
conservative senators railed for days at a
time against the Medicaid bill, the budget and
the death penalty repeal bill.

This year has also ushered in a class of 10
freshman lawmakers, who are still adjusting
to the legislative customs, as well as new
committee chairs and a first-year speaker.

“It’s tougher this year because you have a
lot of those variables,” Campbell said. “It
takes time to adjust. But once you know the
cast of characters, you get a better sense of
the Legislature’s rhythm.”

Speaker of the Legislature Greg Adams
said the budget will also play a role in what
bills end up passing this year. Lawmakers are
already scaling back measures intended to
help fight wildfires, increase access to mental
health services for children, and give better
treatment options to troubled juveniles.

“We’re going to have to make some tough
decisions,” Adams said.

TWISTER TOUCHDOWN

TRAVIS HEYING/WICHITA EAGLE/MCT

A tornado touches down southwest of Wichita, Kansas, near the town of
Viola on Sunday. The tornado was part of a line of storms that past
through the central plains.

Gunman’s Girlfriend Admits Helping Hide Body

ALLIANCE, Neb. (AP) — A 20-year-old Hemingford woman has
pleaded guilty to helping hide the body of a Denver man in northwest
Nebraska months before her boyfriend died in an armed standoff.

Rose Siefke admitted Friday that she helped hide the body of 38-
year-old Josh Bullock.

Siefke’s trial was scheduled to begin Monday, but she agreed to
plead guilty to the reduced charge after a judge ruled that some of
what she told investigators couldn’t be used.

Prosecutors said Siefke helped her boyfriend, Andres Gonzalez,
hide Bullock’s body in December 2011.

Gonzalez was killed last June after a daylong standoff with police in
Alliance where he wounded three officers. Before his death, Gonzalez
told police he had killed Bullock and buried the body in Dawes County.

Siefke provided incriminating details when she was interviewed by
investigators the day after the standoff, and she was pregnant with
Gonzalez’ child at the time. She had denied any involvement in Bul-
lock’s death during two earlier interviews with investigators.

Box Butte County Judge Travis O’Gorman suppressed some of what
Siefke said that day because investigators hadn't explained her legal
rights to her. About 12 minutes of the interview was excluded.

According to court documents, Siefke told police that she chose
the Dawes County location where she and Gonzalez burned Bullock’s
truck to conceal the body.

Prosecutors said Siefke helped Gonzales dispose of Bullock’s re-
mains in several different locations, including dropping Bullock’s head
in a Chadron dumpster.

Siefke is scheduled to be sentenced on July 1. She now faces a maxi-
mum penalty of up to five years in prison under the reduced charge.
Originally, she could have faced up to 20 years in prison.

No Hazardous Material In Letters To Lawmakers

ABERDEEN (AP) — There weren’t any hazardous materials in suspi-
cious envelopes sent to the Aberdeen offices of South Dakota’s con-
gressional delegation, according to police.

The state laboratory stayed open late Friday to test envelopes
mailed to the offices of Sen. John Thune, Sen. Tim Johnson and Rep.
Kristi Noem, Aberdeen Police Capt. Dave McNeil told the Aberdeen
American News.

McNeil said two envelopes at the state lab in Pierre also contained
tea bags.

After the envelopes were reported, about 20 people were evacuated
Friday from the US Bank building, where Thune and Johnson have of-
fices.

Police closed off the block around the building for about two hours
whilg the Aberdeen Fire and Rescue hazardous materials team investi-
gated.

McNeil said a follow-up investigation will try to determine who sent
the letters and which mail facility handled them.

The investigation will be conducted by the South Dakota Division of
Criminal Investigation, the Aberdeen Police Department and several
other agencies.

S.D. Walk Fights Stigma Of Mental lliness

SIOUX FALLS (AP) — Supporters of the National Alliance of Mental
Iliness have gathered in Sioux Falls to help in the fight to eliminate the
stigma surrounding mental illness.

The Argus Leader reports that more than 30 teams registered to
take part in Saturday’s 2.8-mile walk. The event raised $48,000 for edu-
cation, advocacy and support for the more than 150,000 South Dakota
who are affected by a mental illness.

The Sioux Falls walk is one of 83 held across the nation.

NAMI South Dakota is a statewide organization dedicated to im-
proving the lives of people affected by mental illness.

Wendy Giebink, the organization’s executive director, says educa-
tion helps people understand that mental illness is an illness like any
other.
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Dec. 30, 1960-Nov. 8, 2002

Your courage and bravery
still inspire us all, and the
memory of your smile
fills us with joy
and laughter.

Dan, Ann & Sarab

| Name of deceased

Select one of the verses below to accompany your tribute.

1. We hold you in our thoughts and memories forever.
. May God cradle you in his arms, now and forever.

2
3. Forever missed, never forgotten. May God hold you in the palm of His hand.
4

. Thank you for the wonderful days we shared together.
My prayers will be with you until we meet again.
5. The days we shared were sweet. | long to see you again in Gods heavenly gl
6. Your courage and bravery still inspire us all, and the memory of your
smile fills us with joy and laughter.
7. Though out of sight, you'll forever be in my heart and mind.
8. May the light of peace shine on your face for eternity.
9. May God's angels guide you and protect you throughout time.
10. You were a light in our life that burns forever in our hearts.
11. May God's graces shine over you for all time.
12. You are in our thoughts and prayers from morning to night and from year to
13. We send this message with a loving kiss for eternal rest and happiness.
14. May the Lord bless you with His graces and warm, loving heart.

15. I have written my own message and it is included.

ory.

To remember your loved one in this special way,send $12.00 per listing,
up to 25 word verse and $5 for photo.

Fill out the form below and mail to:

Yankton Daily Press & Dakotan/With Fondest Memories

319 Walnut Street, Yankton, SD 57078

Deadline: Tuesday, May 21, 2013

experts.

Date of passing

IDate of birth

INumber of selected verse

OR  Personal message (25 word limit)

| Print your name here

Address/City/State/Zip
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The Toasted Frog uses only

the hest ingredients.
Jear Our phone and data lines for example.

See, co-owners Jonathan and Shawn are experts
best wood-fired pizzas in North Dakota.
So they turned to the people who are: Midcontinent Business Solutions:™
Midcontinent keeps the phones ringing, the orders and reservations coming in and the credit
card machines up and running. The Toasted Frog's customers also enjoy Midcontinent video
and high speed wi-fi for business meetings and more. When the Toasted Frog expanded to
Bismarck, Jonathan and Shawn shopped around just to see what options they had. And once
again, they chose Midcontinent Business Solutions.”
they're best at: keeping the Toasted Frog hopping.

Get up to 6 months of service FREE
with speeds up to 100 Mbps x 15 Mbps.

Limited time offer. Some restrictions apply. Contract or contract extension required. Video
package is Basic Cable with set top box and does not include public viewing packages. An
HDTV is required to receive HD programming. Actual Internet speeds may vary depending on
your computer’s capacity and web traffic. Speeds may also be impacted by third party equip-
ment (such as your computer or router). All services not available in all areas. To find out what
services are available in your area, visit midcontinent.biz.

in seafood, steaks and the

They aren’'t, however, phone and data

Now, they can concentrate on what

Business Broadhand Service starts at $65
per month for speeds up to 30 Mbps x 5 Mbps.

2.

Kcontmeni

Business Solutions

Making Your Business Better.




