
Long Neck News 
Pretend you woke up

with the neck of a giraffe.
Write a news story about the
event. 

———
Once upon a time I woke

up and I had a really long
neck! When I went to school
to play basketball all I could
do was score points, no one
could back me. On Easter I
could see all of the eggs, but
it was hard to talk to people
because my head was up in
the sky. It got really bad
when I went to the park. My
head kept banging into
things and I couldn’t go on
the monkey bars. The worst
thing was my parents could-
n’t reach my head to kiss me,
but one day I and my dad
went to a mechanic and he
made a bunch of things so I
could do everything I liked
to do! The end.

Rebecca K. 4th grade,
Vermillion

When I woke up I was
amazed.I had a giraffe’s
neck and I was in Africa. I
was in a land full of grass
and surrounded by zebras
and wildebeests. I saw a
thorny tree and it made me
feel hungry. A little bird was
sitting on my back. He told
me that I was the tallest gi-
raffe in all of Africa. Then I
heard my mom call my
name. I hadn’t woken at all,
it was all in my dream.

Karla, 1st grade 

Oh my word! I woke up
and I had a giraffe neck.
When I got to school, every-
one laughed at me so I went
home.

Jacob, 1st grade 

I woke up this morning
and found my head was hit-
ting the roof. I felt weird but
I did not do anything about
it. But when I walked into
the bathroom, my sister
screamed. Then, I looked in
the mirror and saw that I
had the neck of a giraffe.
Now I saw why my sister
had screamed. Next, I ran
down the stairs and told my
mom that I was not going to
school because I had a neck
as big as a giraffe. 

Jordyn, 3rd grade 
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Immigration Bill Supporters Seek Delay

WASHINGTON (AP) — Far-reaching immigration legislation neared a
final committee vote on Tuesday as the White House and Democratic
supporters pressed the panel’s chairman to delay a showdown over the
rights of gay spouses until a debate in the full Senate.

“There have been 300 amendments. Why shouldn’t we have one
more?” said Sen. Patrick Leahy, D-Vt. He spoke in response to concerns
that a vote on the issue inside the Senate Judiciary Committee could un-
ravel months of work on the bill, which gives a chance at citizenship to
millions of immigrants living in the United States illegally.

The measure also creates a new program for low-skilled foreign
labor, and would permit highly skilled workers into the country at far
higher levels than is currently the case. At the same time, it requires the
government take new steps to guard against future illegal immigration.

Leahy, who has presided over days of committee work on the legisla-
tion, said an end was in sight, perhaps as early as Tuesday night.

The bill’s ranks of supporters inside the committee grew during the
day as the result of a compromise setting the terms of the expansion of
H-1B high tech visas. Under the deal, the number of highly skilled work-
ers admitted to the country would rise from 65,000 annually to 110,000,
with the possibility of a further rise to 180,000 depending in part on un-
employment levels.

Suspicion Arises Francis Performed Exorcism
VATICAN CITY (AP) — Pope Francis’ obsession with the devil took

on remarkable new twists Tuesday, with a well-known exorcist insist-
ing Francis helped “liberate” a Mexican man possessed by four differ-
ent demons despite the Vatican’s insistence that no such papal
exorcism took place.

The case concerns a 43-year-old husband and father who traveled
to Rome from Mexico to attend Francis’ Mass on Sunday in St. Peter’s
Square. At the end of the Mass, Francis blessed several wheelchair-
bound faithful as he always does, including a man possessed by the
devil, according to the priest who brought him, the Rev. Juan Rivas.

Francis laid his hands on the man’s head and recited a prayer. The
man heaved deeply a half-dozen times, shook, then slumped in his
wheelchair.

The images, broadcast worldwide, prompted the television station
of the Italian bishops’ conference to declare that according to several
exorcists, there was “no doubt” that Francis either performed an exor-
cism or a simpler prayer to free the man from the devil.

The Vatican was more cautious. In a statement Tuesday, it said
Francis “didn’t intend to perform any exorcism. But as he often does
for the sick or suffering, he simply intended to pray for someone who
was suffering who was presented to him.”

Iran Election Overseers Block 2 Wild Cards
TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Iran’s election overseers removed potential

wild-card candidates from the presidential race Tuesday, blocking a
top aide of outgoing President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad and a former
president who revived hopes of reformers.

Their exclusion from the June 14 presidential ballot gives establish-
ment-friendly candidates a clear path to succeed Ahmadinejad, who
has lost favor with the ruling clerics after years of power struggles. It
also pushes moderate and opposition voices further to the margins as
Iran’s leadership faces critical challenges such as international sanc-
tions and talks with world powers over Tehran’s nuclear program.

The official ballot list, announced on state TV, followed a nearly six-
hour delay in which the names were kept under wraps. That raised
speculation that authorities allowed some time for appeals by the
blackballed candidates and their backers to Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei, who has final say in all matters.

But the official slate left off two prominent but divisive figures: for-
mer President Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani and Ahmadinejad protege Es-
fandiar Rahim Mashaei. The decision also appeared to remove many
potential surprise elements in the race, including whether Rafsanjani
could revitalize the reform movement or if Ahmadinejad could play a
godfather role in the election with his hand-picked political heir.

Instead, the eight men cleared by the candidate-vetting Guardian
Council included high-profile figures considered firm and predictable
loyalists to the ruling Islamic establishment, such as former Foreign
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati, Tehran Mayor Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf
and Iran’s top nuclear negotiator, Saeed Jalili.

BY STEPHEN OHLEMACHER
AND ALAN FRAM
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The former
head of the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice said he first learned in the
spring of 2012 — in the heat of the
presidential campaign — that
agents had improperly targeted po-
litical groups that vehemently op-
posed President Barack Obama’s
policies.

But, former Commissioner Dou-
glas Shulman said Tuesday, he did-
n’t tell higher ups in the Treasury
Department and he didn’t tell
members of Congress.

And he wouldn’t apologize for
it.

“I had a partial set of facts, and
I knew that the inspector general
was going to be looking into it, and
I knew that it was being stopped,”
Shulman told the Senate Finance
Committee in his first public com-
ments on the matter. “Sitting there
then and sitting here today, I think
I made the right decision, which is
to let the inspector general get to
the bottom of it, chase down all
the facts and then make his find-
ings public.”

Shulman, who was appointed
by President George W. Bush, left
the IRS in November when his five-
year term ended. His testimony
makes him the top official to pub-
licly acknowledge knowing before

the presidential election that tea
party groups had been targeted.

Even so, senators from both po-
litical parties said they were skep-
tical of the version of events
portrayed by Shulman and Steven
Miller, the man who later took his
place as acting commissioner and
was forced last week to resign.

For more than 18 months dur-
ing the 2010 and 2012 election
campaigns, IRS agents in a Cincin-
nati office singled out tea party
and other conservative groups for
additional scrutiny when they ap-

plied for tax-exempt status. They
asked who the groups’ donors
were and the political affiliations of
officers.

The additional scrutiny delayed
applications for an average of
nearly two years, making it difficult
for many of the groups to raise
money, according to a report by J.
Russell George, the Treasury De-
partment inspector general for tax
administration.

George’s report blamed ineffec-
tive management in Washington for
allowing the practice to continue

for so long. But George said he
found no evidence that Washing-
ton directed the targeting.

George also testified before Sen-
ate Finance Committee Tuesday. So
did acting IRS Commissioner
Miller.

Several senators were less than
pleased with the testimony of both
Shulman and Miller.

“I found it unsatisfying,” Com-
mittee Chairman Max Baucus, D-
Mont., said after the hearing. “I
think a lot of information’s not get-
ting out, a lot of questions not
answered.”

Shulman said he was briefed by
Miller “sometime in the spring of
2012” that tea party groups were
being singled out for additional
scrutiny. But Shulman said he
didn’t realize the scope of the
issue until the inspector general is-
sued his report last week.

“What I knew was not the full
set of facts in this report,” Shulman
said. “What I knew sometime in the
spring of 2012 was that there was a
list that was being used, knew that
the word “tea party” was on the
list, didn’t know what other words
were on the list, didn’t know the
scope and severity of this, didn’t
know if groups that were pulled in
were groups that would have been
pulled in anyway.”

Shulman is now a guest scholar
at the Brookings Institution, a
Washington think tank.

OLIVIER DOULIERY/ABACA PRESS/MCT

Tea Party supporters rally in front of the IRS building Tuesday in Wash-
ington, D.C., to protest the abuse of power from the IRS in targeting tea
party and grassroots organizations for harassment. 

BY KIMBERLY DOZIER
AP Intelligence Writer

WASHINGTON — The U.S. has
identified five men who might be re-
sponsible for the attack on the diplo-
matic mission in Benghazi, Libya,
last year, and has enough evidence
to justify seizing them by military
force as suspected terrorists, offi-
cials say. But there isn’t enough
proof to try them in a U.S. civilian
court as the Obama administration
prefers.

The men remain at large while
the FBI gathers evidence. But the in-
vestigation has been slowed by the
reduced U.S. intelligence presence in
the region since the Sept. 11, 2012,
attacks, and by the limited ability to
assist by Libya’s post-revolutionary
law enforcement and intelligence
agencies, which are still in their in-
fancy since the overthrow of dictator
Col. Moammar Gadhafi.

The decision not to seize the men

militarily underscores the White
House aim to move away from hunt-
ing terrorists as enemy combatants
and holding them at the military
prison in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.
The preference is toward a process
in which most are apprehended and
tried by the countries where they are
living or arrested by the U.S. with the
host country’s cooperation and tried
in the U.S. criminal justice system.
Using military force to detain the
men might also harm fledgling rela-
tions with Libya and other post-
Arab-Spring governments with
whom the U.S. is trying to build part-
nerships to hunt al-Qaida as the or-
ganization expands throughout the
region.

A senior administration official
said the FBI has identified a number
of individuals that it believes have in-
formation or may have been in-
volved, and is considering options to
bring those responsible to justice.
But taking action in remote eastern

Libya would be difficult. America’s
relationship with Libya would be
weighed as part of those options, the
official said, speaking only on condi-
tion of anonymity because the offi-
cial was not authorized to discuss
the effort publicly.

The Libyan Embassy did not re-
spond to multiple requests for
comment.

Waiting to prosecute suspects in-
stead of grabbing them now could
add to the political weight the Beng-
hazi case already carries. The attack
on the U.S. diplomatic mission killed
Ambassador Chris Stevens and three
other Americans weeks before Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s re-election.
Since then, Republicans in Congress
have condemned the administra-
tion’s handling of the situation, criti-
cizing  the level of embassy security,
questioning the talking points pro-
vided to U.N. Ambassador Susan
Rice for her public appearances to
explain the attack and suggesting the

White House tried to play down the
incident to minimize its effect on the
president’s campaign.

The FBI released photos of three
of the five suspects earlier this
month, asking the public to provide
more information on the men pic-
tured. The images were captured by
security cameras at the U.S. diplo-
matic post during the attack, but it
took weeks for the FBI to see and
study them. It took the agency three
weeks to get to Libya because of se-
curity problems, so Libyan officials
had to get the cameras and send
them to U.S. officials in Tripoli, the
capital.

The FBI and other U.S. intelli-
gence agencies identified the men
through contacts in Libya and by
monitoring their communications.
They are thought to be members of
Ansar al-Shariah, the Libyan militia
group whose fighters were seen near
the U.S. diplomatic facility prior to
the violence.

IRS Chief Knew Tea Party Was Targeted

FBI ID’s Benghazi Suspects — But No Arrests Yet


