
BY STEPHEN OHLEMACHER AND
ALAN FRAM
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — At the center
of a political storm, an Internal
Revenue Service supervisor whose
agents targeted conservative
groups swore Wednesday she did
nothing wrong, broke no laws and
never lied to Congress. Then she
refused to answer lawmakers’ fur-
ther questions, citing her Fifth
Amendment right not to incrimi-
nate herself.

In one of the most electric mo-
ments since the IRS controversy
erupted nearly two weeks ago, Lois
Lerner unwaveringly — but briefly
— defended herself before the
House Oversight and Government
Reform Committee. But she would
say no more, citing legal advice in
the face of a federal investigation.

Members of Congress have an-
grily complained that Lerner and
other high-ranking IRS officials did
not inform them that conservative
groups were singled out, even
though lawmakers repeatedly
asked the IRS about it after hearing
complaints from local tea party
groups.

The Justice Department has
launched a criminal probe of the
murky events over the 2010 and
2012 election campaigns, saying it
is looking into potential civil rights

violations. Top IRS officials say
Lerner didn’t tell them for nearly a
year after she learned that agents
working under her had improperly
singled out conservative groups
for additional scrutiny when they
applied for tax-exempt status.

Under unrelenting criticism —
most forcefully from Republicans
but also from Democrats and peo-
ple outside politics — administra-
tion officials from President Barack
Obama on down have denounced
the targeting as inappropriate and
inexcusable.

Lerner, who heads the IRS divi-
sion that handles applications for
tax-exempt status and first dis-
closed the targeting at a legal con-
ference, has said the same. But she
also spoke up for herself Wednes-
day, sitting stern-faced at the com-
mittee witness table.

“I have not done anything
wrong,” she said. “I have not bro-
ken any laws, I have not violated
any IRS rules or regulations, and I
have not provided false informa-
tion to this or any other congres-
sional committee.”

By one lawmaker’s count,
Lerner was asked 14 times by
members of Congress or their
staffs without revealing that the
groups had been targeted. On
Wednesday, lawmakers didn’t get a
chance to ask Lerner again.

Nine minutes after she began
speaking, Lerner was excused,

though committee Chairman Dar-
rell Issa, R-Calif., said he might re-
call her. Issa said Lerner may have
forfeited her Fifth Amendment
privilege not to testify by giving an
opening statement. But several law
professors were skeptical Issa
could make that stick.

By leaving early, Lerner missed
out on a six-hour grilling that three
other witnesses endured.

The hearing was Congress’
third on the IRS controversy in the
past week. Taken together, testi-
mony by current and former offi-
cials indicates that Lerner’s
actions were consistent with
theirs: Once officials learned that
conservative groups were being
targeted, they say they made sure
the practice was stopped, but they
were slow to tell superiors, if they
did so at all.

They also didn’t tell Congress,
until Lerner herself made it public
at a May 10 legal conference.

“Think about it. For more than
a year, the IRS knew that it had in-
appropriately targeted groups of
Americans based on their political
beliefs without mentioning it,” Issa
said. “There seemed to be a cul-
ture of insulation that puts higher
priority on deniability than ad-
dressing blatant wrongdoing.”

The hearings have been notable
for what they have not shown as
well as what they have. No evi-
dence has emerged that anyone

outside the IRS, including the
White House, directed agents to go
after conservative groups. And
there has been no evidence that
anyone outside the IRS was made
aware that the groups were being
targeted until a few weeks before
the inspector general released his
report on the situation last week.

Still, Obama’s top spokesman
said Wednesday the White House
is facing “legitimate criticisms” for
its shifting accounts about who
knew what, and when they knew it.

Press secretary Jay Carney first
said only Obama’s top lawyer
knew the IRS was being investi-
gated in the weeks before the in-
spector general’s report was
released. Later, he said the chief of
staff and other top officials also
knew.

“There have been some legiti-
mate criticisms about how we’re
handling this,” Carney said. “And I
say ‘legitimate’ because I mean it.”

The report said IRS agents in a
Cincinnati office started targeting
tea party and other conservative
groups for additional scrutiny in
March or April of 2010. By August
2010, “tea party” became part of a
“be on the lookout,” or “BOLO” list
of terms to flag for additional
screening.

Lerner learned in June 2011
that agents in her division were
singling out groups with “Tea
Party” and “Patriots” in their

applications for tax-exempt status,
the report said. She ordered agents
to scrap the criteria immediately,
but later it evolved to include
groups that promoted the Consti-
tution and the Bill of Rights.

“After that date, Ms. Lerner had
14 opportunities — in direct and
distinct interactions with the Ways
& Means Committee and with this
committee — 14 different occa-
sions where she could have set the
record straight, and she chose not
to do it,” said Rep. Jim Jordan, R-
Ohio.

Lerner, 62, is an attorney who
joined the IRS in 2001. She ex-
pressed pride in her 34-year ca-
reer in federal government, which
has included work at the Justice
Department and Federal Election
Commission, and she said she
currently oversees 900 workers

and a budget approaching $100
million.

She has faced no discipline for
her actions, IRS officials said. A
new acting commissioner is con-
ducting a 30-day review of the di-
vision.

J. Russell George, the Treasury
Department inspector general for
tax administration, has blamed in-
effective management for allowing
agents to improperly target con-
servative groups for more than 18
months.

On Wednesday, he hinted that
there may be more revelations to
come. He told the oversight com-
mittee that his office has since un-
covered other questionable
criteria used by agents to screen
applications for tax-exempt sta-
tus. But he refused to elaborate.

4 Citizens Kills In Drone Attacks Since 2009
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Obama administration acknowledged for

the first time Wednesday that four American citizens have been killed
in drone strikes since 2009 in Pakistan and Yemen. The disclosure to
Congress comes on the eve of a major national security speech by
President Barack Obama.

In conducting U.S. counterterrorism operations against al-Qaida
and its associated forces, the government has targeted and killed one
American citizen, Anwar al-Awlaki, and is aware of the killing by U.S.
drones of three others, Attorney General Eric Holder said in a letter to
Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Patrick Leahy.

Al-Awlaki, a radical Muslim cleric, was killed in a drone strike in
September 2011 in Yemen. Holder said three other Americans were
killed by drones in counterterrorism operations since 2009 but were
not targeted. The three are Samir Khan, who was killed in the same
drone strike as al-Awlaki; al-Awlaki’s 16-year-old son, Abdulrahman, a
native of Denver, who also was killed in Yemen two weeks later; and
Jude Kenan Mohammed, who was killed in a drone strike in Pakistan.

“Since entering office, the president has made clear his commit-
ment to providing Congress and the American people with as much in-
formation as possible about our sensitive counterterrorism
operations,” Holder told Leahy, D-Vt. “To this end, the president has di-
rected me to disclose certain information that until now has been
properly classified.”

“The administration is determined to continue these extensive out-
reach efforts to communicate with the American people,” Holder
wrote.

Man Shot While Being Questioned On Bombing
ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — A Chechen immigrant was shot to death by

authorities early Wednesday after he turned violent while being ques-
tioned about his ties to one of the Boston Marathon bombing sus-
pects, officials said.

Ibragim Todashev, a 27-year-old mixed martial arts fighter, was
gunned down at his Orlando townhouse during a meeting with an FBI
agent and two Massachusetts state troopers, authorities said. The
agent was taken to a hospital with injuries that were not life-threaten-
ing.

Three law enforcement officials, speaking on condition of
anonymity, said Todashev had lunged at the FBI agent with a knife.
However, two of those officials said later in the day it was no longer
clear what happened. The third official had not received any new infor-
mation.

The FBI gave no details on why it was interested in Todashev ex-
cept to say that he was being questioned as part of the Boston
investigation.

Iran Expands Its Nuclear Technology Program
VIENNA (AP) — The U.N. atomic agency on Wednesday detailed

rapid Iranian progress in two programs that the West fears are geared
toward making nuclear weapons, saying Tehran has upgraded its ura-
nium enrichment facilities and advanced in building a plutonium-pro-
ducing reactor.

In a confidential report obtained by The Associated Press, the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency said Tehran had installed close to 700
high-tech centrifuges used for uranium enrichment, which can pro-
duce the core of nuclear weapons. It also said Tehran had added hun-
dreds of older-generation machines at its main enrichment site to
bring the total number to more than 13,000.

Iran denies that either its enrichment program or the reactor will
be used to make nuclear arms. Most international concern has focused
on its enrichment, because it is further advanced than the reactor and
already has the capacity to enrich to weapons-grade uranium.

But the IAEA devoted more space to the reactor Wednesday than
it has in previous reports. While its language was technical, a senior
diplomat who closely follows the IAEA’s monitoring of Iran’s nuclear
facilities said that reflected increased international concerns about
the potential proliferation dangers it represents as a completion date
approaches.

House Takes Up Bill To Speed Pipeline Approval
WASHINGTON (AP) — The House has taken up a Republican-

sponsored bill that would speed approval of the proposed Keystone
XL oil pipeline from Canada to Texas.

Supporters say the bill, sponsored by Rep. Lee Terry of Nebraska,
is needed to ensure the long-delayed pipeline is built. The project,
which first was proposed in 2008, would carry oil extracted from tar
sands in western Canada to refineries along the Texas Gulf Coast.  

Terry called the project “the most studied pipeline in the history
of mankind.”

The White House says President Barack Obama opposes the bill
because it would “circumvent longstanding and proven processes”
by removing a requirement for a presidential permit. The legislation
also says no new environmental studies are needed.

Rep. Raul Grijalva, D-Ariz., called the bill a “reckless attempt to
avoid environmental review.”

House Preserves Its Own Budget, Cuts Others
WASHINGTON (AP) — House lawmakers are moving to protect

Capitol Hill’s budget even as they slash programs like education,
health research, water projects and housing aid for the poor.

The move by the House Appropriations Committee promises a
small budget increase for legislative branch operations even as
funding for labor, health and education programs would absorb an
almost 20 percent cut. Federal firefighting efforts also face big cuts,
as do transportation and community development grants.

The GOP-controlled panel is giving Congress a budgetary re-
prieve after three consecutive years of cutting Capitol Hill’s operat-
ing budget. The House budget has dropped by 15 percent to $1.2
billion over that time from the record levels established when De-
mocrats controlled Congress.

The move is preliminary and specifics won’t be available until
later this spring.
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Tornado Damage: Thousands Of Homes, $1.5-$2B
BY RAMIT PLUSHNICK-MASTI AND 
SEAN MURPHY
Associated Press

MOORE, Okla. — The tornado that struck
an Oklahoma City suburb this week may have
created $2 billion or more in damage as it
tore through as many as 13,000 homes, multi-
ple schools and a hospital, officials said
Wednesday as they gave the first detailed ac-
count of the devastation.

At the same time, authorities released the
identities of some of the 24 people, including
10 children, who perished. While anguish
over the deaths was palpable as residents
began picking up their shattered neighbor-
hoods, many remained stunned that the
twister didn’t take a higher human toll during
its 17 miles and 40 minutes on the ground.

The physical destruction was staggering.
“The tornado that we’re talking about is

the 1 or 2 percent tornado,” Oklahoma De-
partment of Emergency Management Director
Albert Ashwood said of the twister, which
measured a top-of-the-scale EF5 with winds of
at least 200 mph. “This is the anomaly that
flattens everything to the ground.”

As response teams transitioned into
cleanup and recovery, Oklahoma City Mayor
Mick Cornett, who sent police and fire crews
from his city to assist the effort, said an early
assessment estimated damage costs at be-
tween $1.5 billion and $2 billion.

The Oklahoma Insurance Department,
meanwhile, said visual assessments of the ex-
tensive damage zone suggest the cost could
be greater than the $2 billion from the 2011
tornado that struck Joplin, Mo., and killed
nearly seven times as many people.

Though there was little more than 10 min-
utes warning that a tornado was on the
ground Monday and headed for Moore, many
in the area are accustomed to severe storms.
The community of 56,000 people has been hit
by four tornados since 1998, and residents al-
ready were on alert after weekend storms
and days of warnings. Because the tornado
hit in the afternoon, many others were away
from the neighborhoods and out of harm’s
way at work. 

Looking over the broken brick, smashed
wood and scattered appliances that is all that
remains of the home where Dawn Duffy-Relf’s
aunt lived with her two daughters, Duffy-Relf
and her husband marveled at the devastation
— and the survival rate.

Duffy-Relf credited central Oklahoma resi-
dents’ instincts and habits: they watch the
weather reports, they look at the sky, they
know what they can and can’t outrun. 

“We know where we live,” she said as she
tried to salvage as much from the home as
possible before her aunt returned from a va-
cation to Mexico.

Her husband, Paul Duffy-Relf, also noted
the rise of social media and cellphone use
since the last massive storm smashed the
town more than a decade ago. He said people
posted on Facebook and Twitter ahead of

Monday’s storm, telling others where the tor-
nado was and when to flee. And some never
left their cellphones, staying on the line with
loved ones as long as they could, and work-
ing to quickly reconnect with those who
needed help afterward.

“People are still looking for their wallets,
but they have their cellphones,” he said. 

Harold Brooks, research meteorologist at
the National Severe Storms Laboratory in
Norman, Okla., said long-range forecasting
models also have dramatically improved and
are able to provide insight even a week be-
fore a storm strikes.

Brooks said people in the storm’s direct
path had time to pick out their safe place —
even if it was their home’s bathtub — when
there was first word of a massive tornado
bearing down on them. 

“If you take appropriate action, you go to
your safe place, you can dramatically in-
crease the probability you’ll survive,” he
said. 

To Brooks, the Joplin tornado was the
oddity in terms of lives lost. That tornado
struck on a Sunday evening two years ago
this week.

“It’s a number that I really don’t under-
stand what led to that,” he said. “It could be
the timing, 5:30 on a Sunday night, or bad
luck. That was the outlier.”

While estimating that between 12,000 and
13,000 homes were affected by Monday’s tor-
nado, emergency officials said they were un-
able to estimate the number of people left
homeless, in part because many had been
taken in by relatives and only a couple dozen
stayed overnight at Red Cross shelters.

President Barack Obama plans to view the
destruction firsthand on Sunday. Secretary of
Homeland Security Janet Napolitano, mean-
while, visited Wednesday and again pledged
the federal government’s ongoing support.
She urged people to register with the Federal
Emergency Management Agency to learn
about aid for which they may qualify. 

“We know that people are really hurting,”
she said. “There’s a lot of recovery yet to do.
... We will be here to stay until this recovery
is complete. You have our commitment on
that.”

London Terror Attack Leaves 1 Dead Near Barracks
BY CASSANDRA VINOGRAD AND
PAISLEY DODDS
Associated Press

LONDON — In a brutal day-
light attack which raised fears
that terrorism had returned to
London, two men with butcher
knives hacked another man to
death near a military barracks
Wednesday before police
wounded them in a shootout.

In a shocking video broadcast
on British TV, one man gestured
with bloodied hands, waving a
butcher knife in the air and shout-
ing political statements against
the British government as pedes-
trians milled about a body lying
motionless on the street. Blood-
stains coated the street.

British officials said the attack
appeared to be an act of terror-
ism, possibly motivated by radical
Islam.

The two suspects remained
hospitalized on Wednesday night
but their identities and that of
their victim were not known. One
of them was reported to be in se-
rious condition.

The afternoon attack occurred
in the southeast London neigh-
borhood of Woolwich, just a few
blocks from the Royal Artillery
Barracks.

In Paris, French President Fran-
cois Hollande, speaking at a press
conference with British Prime
Minister David Cameron, said the
slain man was a British soldier.
Cameron didn’t immediately con-
firm that fact but the Britain’s
Ministry of Defense said it was ur-
gently investigating if a U.K. sol-
dier was involved.

Cameron said there were

“strong indications” it was a ter-
rorist incident.

“We have suffered these at-
tacks before, we have always
beaten them back,” Cameron said.
“We will not be cowed, we will
never buckle.”

One British broadcaster ran
video footage of what appeared to
be one of the attackers, his hands
covered in blood, making political
statements about “an eye for an
eye” to an unknown cameraper-
son as a body lay behind him on
the ground.

There was no immediate way
for the Associated Press to verify
who the cameraman was.

The footage — obtained by ITV
news — showed a man in a dark
jacket and knit cap walking to-
ward a camera, clutching a meat
cleaver and a knife in what appear
to be bloodied hands.  With a
British accent, he apologized in
English for the women passers-by
who “have had to witness this” at-
tack, saying that “in our land our
women have to see the same.”

He gave no indication what
that land was.

“We must fight them as they
fight us,” the man told the camera
as people milled around behind
him. The camera then panned
away to show a body behind the
man.

The Associated Press exam-
ined the footage to verify its au-
thenticity. The AP
cross-referenced images from the
scene, aerial shots, the location of
a car behind the alleged attacker
and appearance of a body and car
in the background of the image.

The British Cabinet’s emer-
gency committee immediately

called a meeting and the prime
minister’s office said security was
stepped up at barracks across
London. Cameron cut short his
Paris trip to return to London and
his office said he would chair an-
other emergency committee meet-
ing Thursday.

The barracks — which house a
number of the King’s Troop Royal
Horse Artillery and independent
companies of the Grenadier and
Coldstream Guards — were the
site of shooting events during the
2012 London Olympics.

Fred Oyat, a 44-year-old who
lives in a high-rise near where the
attack occurred, said he heard
four gun shots and then went
straight to the window.

“I saw one man lying there
bleeding, another lying on the

pavement being disarmed. A po-
liceman was pointing a gun at
him. A third man was lying further
up the street ... he was bleeding
profusely,” Oyat said. “There were
four knives on the ground — big
kitchen knives. The knives were
very bloody.”

David Dixon, head teacher of a
nearby primary school, saw a
body lying in the road outside and
said police told him there was a
serious incident.  He told the BBC
he then made sure students were
inside and put the school into a
lockdown mode. He said he then
heard shots fired.

The Independent Police Com-
plaints Commission, which is
called in when officers are in-
volved in shootings, confirmed
that it is investigating the attack.
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Debris lies around, and wrapped around a
swing set in Moore, Oklahoma, on Wednesday.
A massive tornado struck the town on Monday. 

“I Broke No Laws,” IRS Official Says — Then Takes The Fifth


