
Tuesday, 5.28.13
ON THE WEB: www.yankton.net

VIEWS PAGE: Views@yankton.net4 PRESS DAKOTANviews

We have seen His glory, the glory of the One ands Only. John 1:14 (NIV).
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A Missed Chance
At Fairness 
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YO U R  L E T T E R S

By The Associated Press
Today is Tuesday, May 28, the 148th

day of 2013. There are 217 days left in the
year. 

Today’s Highlight in History: On May
28, 1863, the 54th Massachusetts Volun-
teer Infantry Regiment, made up of freed
blacks, left Boston to fight for the Union in
the Civil War. 

On this date: In 1533, the Archbishop
of Canterbury, Thomas Cranmer, declared
the marriage of England’s King Henry VIII
to Anne Boleyn valid.

In 1892, the Sierra Club was organized
in San Francisco.

In 1912, the Senate Commerce Com-
mittee issued its report on the Titanic dis-
aster that cited a “state of absolute
unpreparedness,” improperly tested safety
equipment and an “indifference to danger”
as some of the causes of an “unnecessary
tragedy.”

In 1929, the first all-color talking pic-
ture, “On with the Show,” opened in New
York.

In 1934, the Dionne quintuplets — An-
nette, Cecile, Emilie, Marie and Yvonne —
were born to Elzire Dionne at the family
farm in Ontario, Canada.

In 1937, President Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt pushed a button in Washington sig-
naling that vehicular traffic could begin
crossing the just-opened Golden Gate
Bridge in California. Neville Chamberlain
became prime minister of Britain.

In 1940, during World War II, the Bel-
gian army surrendered to invading German
forces.

In 1959, the U.S. Army launched Able,
a rhesus monkey, and Baker, a squirrel
monkey, aboard a Jupiter missile for a sub-
orbital flight which both primates survived.

In 1961, Amnesty International had its
beginnings with the publication of an article
in the British newspaper The Observer,
“The Forgotten Prisoners.”

In 1977, 165 people were killed when
fire raced through the Beverly Hills Supper
Club in Southgate, Ky.

In 1987, to the embarrassment of So-
viet officials, Mathias Rust, a young West
German pilot, landed a private plane in
Moscow’s Red Square without authoriza-
tion. (Rust was freed by the Soviets the fol-
lowing year.)

In 1998, comic actor Phil Hartman of
“Saturday Night Live” and “NewsRadio”
fame was shot to death at his home in En-
cino, Calif., by his wife, Brynn, who then
killed herself. 

Ten years ago: President George W.
Bush signed a 10-year, $350 billion pack-
age of tax cuts, saying they already were
“adding fuel to an economic recovery.”
Amnesty International released a report
saying the U.S.-led war on terror had made
the world a more dangerous and repres-
sive place, a finding dismissed by Wash-
ington as “without merit.” Actress Martha
Scott died in Van Nuys, Calif., at age 90.

Five years ago: The White House re-
acted angrily to a highly critical memoir by
President George W. Bush’s former press
secretary, Scott McClellan, who wrote that
Bush had relied on an aggressive “political
propaganda campaign” instead of the truth
to sell the Iraq war. Nepal’s lawmakers
abolished the monarchy and declared the
country a republic, ending 239 years of
royal rule.

One year ago: President Barack
Obama paid tribute on Memorial Day to the
men and women who died defending
America, pointing to Vietnam veterans as
an under-appreciated and sometimes ma-
ligned group of war heroes. Nineteen peo-
ple, including 13 children, were killed in a
mall fire in Qatar. 

Today’s Birthdays: Rockabilly singer-
musician Sonny Burgess is 84. Actress
Carroll Baker is 82. Producer-director Irwin
Winkler is 82. Actor John Karlen is 80. Bas-
ketball Hall-of-Famer Jerry West is 75. Ac-
tress Beth Howland is 72. Former New York
City Mayor Rudolph Giuliani is 69. Singer
Gladys Knight is 69. Actress-director Son-
dra Locke is 69. Singer Billy Vera is 69.
Singer John Fogerty is 68. Country musi-
cian Jerry Douglas (Alison Krauss and
Union Station) is 57. Actor Louis Mustillo is
55. U.S. Rep. Mark Sanford, R-S.C.., is 53.
Actor Brandon Cruz (TV: “The Courtship of
Eddie’s Father”) is 51. Country singer Phil
Vassar is 49. Actress Christa Miller is 49.
Singer-musician Chris Ballew (Presidents
of the USA) is 48. Rapper Chubb Rock is
45. Singer Kylie Minogue is 45. Actor Justin
Kirk is 44. U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla.,
is 42. Television personality Elisabeth Has-
selbeck (“The View”) is 36. Actor Jesse
Bradford is 34. Actress Monica Keena is
34. Pop singer Colbie Cailla is 28. Actress
Carey Mulligan is 28. Actor Joseph Cross
is 27. 

Thought for Today: “Intelligence rules
the world, ignorance carries the burden.”
— Marcus Garvey, Jamaican black nation-
alist (1887-1940). 
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BY BILL O’REILLY 
Creators Syndicate

So there I am coaching third base for my 9-year-old
son’s little league team. Man on second, one out. The bat-
ter hits a ground ball to third, and the fielder
promptly boots it, so I send the runner in to
home plate. He’s ahead of the ball — and
then, suddenly, the KID STOPS RUNNING! He’s
tagged out. We lose by one run. 

Now, I’m old school. I played baseball for
15 consecutive seasons, winding up on an
adult team called the New York Monarchs. We
played Sunday doubleheaders under the
scorching Long Island summer sun. I mostly
pitched the second game, because the major-
ity of my working-guy teammates were so
hung over from Saturday night that we usu-
ally got pounded in the first game. 

When I was 9, I pitched for O.E. McIntyre,
which I think was a furniture store near Levit-
town. Our coach chewed tobacco. We never
stopped running. Too afraid of the coach. 

But today it’s a whole new ballgame. Most parents are
so happy their kids are out of the house and away from
the computer that they don’t care what they do on the
field. Just getting them out there is a huge victory. 

I did not scold the kid who stopped running. But I did
ask him why. He looked at me in a daze. I let it go. 

The after-game meal was at Friendly’s, where a fried
clam dinner will cost you nearly 2,000 calories. Add the
free ice-cream sundae that comes with the dinner, and
you’re up around 4,000. It says that right on the menu. I
ordered an “Asian Salad” and picked off a few clams from
my son’s plate. 

Foolishly, I tried to make a lesson out of the play at
home that went against us. I asked my son: “Do you know
why Ian stopped?” 

He looked up from his “monster sundae” and said:
“Dad, you shouldn’t be assessing blame.” 

I swear he said that. 
Immediately, I called the State Department looking to

get him a job on John Kerry’s staff. 
“I’m not assessing blame. I’m just talking

about the play.” 
“But, Dad, he’s just a kid.” 
I forged on: “The reason Ian stopped run-

ning is that he was afraid he might be thrown
out. He hesitated because of fear. You can’t
play anything afraid.” 

My 9-year-old digested that along with his
sundae, which was comprised of chocolate-
mint ice cream covered with hot fudge (3,500
calories).  

“But, Dad, it’s not his fault.” 
And it really wasn’t Ian’s fault. We now live

in a world where many parents micromanage
their children. Outcomes for the urchins are al-
most assured. So when a situation arises in
which the kid has to make a fast decision,
there is almost always hesitation. 

That’s way different from 1959, when I was making
life-and-death decisions daily. Should I climb the “old
oak” tree, which was 50 feet high? Of course I should.
Right to the top. Did I ask my father for permission to do
that? Would Eddie Haskell have asked his dad? (Google
that.) 

Protecting the kids is usually good. But it comes with
a price. Here’s a life lesson: Don’t stop running if you
want to score. And watch those calories at Friendly’s.  

Veteran TV news anchor Bill O’Reilly is host of the
Fox News show “The O’Reilly Factor” and author of the
book “Pinheads and Patriots: Where You Stand in the Age
of Obama.”  

Assessing The Blame 

Bill

O’REILLY

BY KATHLEEN PARKER
© 2013, Washington Post Writers Group

WASHINGTON — Women’s reproductive rights
have enjoyed a half-century or so of well-defined pro-
ponents and opponents, but the recently flourishing
fertility industry, from egg harvesting to surrogacy,
has produced fresh and surprising alliances
among former foes.

Feminists, traditionalists, Catholics,
evangelicals, ethicists and atheists alike
have united to combat what many convinc-
ingly view as the exploitation and commod-
ification of women, and the violation of
human rights even as perfect babies and
happy families are formed.

Speaking of quagmires.
Latest to the arena is Louisiana, where a

pro-surrogacy bill creating a regulatory
structure for surrogate parenting passed
both legislative houses with few dissenting
votes and now faces a possible veto by
Gov. Bobby Jindal. A thumbs-down from
Jindal would constitute an act of principled
courage given widespread public support and lobby-
ing efforts that have included the prominent display
of two beautiful, surrogate-produced children born of
the bill’s chief author, state Sen. Gary Smith. 

During his push for the bill, Smith brought his chil-
dren to the statehouse and circulated photographs of
the two. 

Whatever one may feel about Smith’s happy family,
“feel” being the operative term, one should also be
aware that not all surrogacy stories are so pretty.
There is a dark underbelly to the surrogacy industry
— and it is a business — including a burgeoning in-
dustry that preys on vulnerable women, commodify-
ing them as “ovens,” a term Smith himself used. Never
mind repercussions for the children themselves, who
may have as many as five “parents,” from the egg and
sperm donors, to the woman who carries them to the
couple or single parent who adopts them.

It isn’t necessary to demonize anyone here. It is
only fair to assume that people who want a child this
much are good people with the wherewithal to make
dreams come true. The women who carry others’ ba-
bies to term may be acting out of a sense of service or
altruism, but the financial incentive can’t be ignored.
Surrogacy brokers are wise to their marketplace and
specifically target populations that are likely to be at-
tracted to surrogacy. Almost half the surrogates in
this country are military wives, according to Kathy
Sloan, a National Organization for Women board mem-
ber and surrogacy opponent.

Though laws, where they exist, vary from state to
state, advertising in military periodicals and else-

where lists requirements that the woman must al-
ready be a mom and thus know the ropes, as well as
be a proven breeder. She must be willing to stay in
place until the baby is born and, of course, surrender
rights to the child. Although the woman is paid be-
tween $25,000 and $50,000 for her surrogacy, the lan-
guage of most legislation speaks only to “living

expenses” and coverage of medical bills.
Most allow for termination of pregnancy
should some abnormality be discovered
pre-term.

In one such case in Connecticut where a
fetus was shown to have abnormalities, the
surrogate was offered $10,000 to abort. She
declined. Because state law clearly identi-
fied the “purchasers” as the parents, the
surrogate moved to another state, had the
baby, and placed her in an adoptive home. 

The simplicity of the human desire for
children notwithstanding, there’s nothing
simple about the surrogacy business — and
we haven’t scraped the surface of the meta-
physical, spiritual, emotional, psychologi-
cal issues with which a brief flirtation

evokes mind-twisting complexities. Physical con-
cerns, meanwhile, are plentiful. 

This obviously is rich territory for pro-life cru-
saders for whom compromise on embryos is impossi-
ble, but NOW’s Sloan, a pro-choice activist, shares no
such concerns. She sees surrogacy only as the ex-
ploitation of vulnerable women. She also sees a vari-
ety of class and race issues at play. The rich take
advantage of the poor for designer babies, Caucasian
features for carrier preferred.

The U.S. is second only to India in providing surro-
gates, according to Sloan, who also works with the
U.N. on human rights. But even India, where some
women are warehoused for nine months and forbid-
den to leave during the pregnancy, recently has set
limits on surrogacy. Here in America, New Jersey Gov.
Chris Christie recently vetoed a bill similar to
Louisiana’s upon learning the darker details behind
the family portraits. 

While no one wishes to cause pain to people who,
for whatever reason, can’t have a child on their own,
there are more compelling principles and conse-
quences in play. Human babies are not things; their
mothers are not ovens. But bartering and selling ba-
bies-to-order sure make them seem that way. By turn-
ing the miracle of life into a profit-driven,
state-regulated industry, the stork begins to resemble
a vulture. 

Kathleen Parker’s email address is kathleen-
parker@washpost.com.

The Stork And The Vulture

Kathleen
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Pfund’s Farewell
Robert Pfund, Hartington, Neb.

I want to thank the community of Yankton for their
kindness to me over the last 23 years as I have been
part of the radio community of this great city. I have
had the privilege of working at every station in Yank-
ton. 

I have the past 4 1/2 years been part of the KVHT-
KVTK Radio family. I want to thank everyone for their

help and support as I move to Billings, Mont., to be
with my wife. 

I want to thank my family and my children Brit-
tany, Miranda and Brianna for their love and support.
To everyone I’ve worked with you have made me a
better person. To all the city and county and school
employees I’ve interviewed or games I’ve done I will
never forget the great time I’ve had. 

GO BUCKS AND GAZELLES! 

THE DAILY REPUBLIC, Mitchell (May 15): The Chamberlain school
board has decided that the school’s graduation ceremony will not include
a traditional American Indian honor song as part of the day’s events. 

That’s a tough call, and one that obviously has generated plenty of in-
terest in the Brule County town along the Missouri River. 

Chamberlain isn’t on an American Indian reservation, but Indians still
comprise about one-third of the district’s enrollment. Geographically, the
district is bordered on its northern edges by reservation land. 

The issue came to the school board after some students, including sen-
ior Chris Rodriguez, circulated a petition. Rodriguez told the school board
that he isn’t just trying to get an honor song for this year’s graduation, but
for years to come. 

That’s a noble fight, and we appreciate that Rodriguez and others are
taking a stand. It’s not easy for kids to get up before a panel of adults and
seek change. 

Should the board have decided differently? We think so. 
Part of the board’s rationale behind the decision was that a separate

“feathering ceremony” honoring seniors of American Indian heritage was
already scheduled ahead of the graduation. 

We are glad the feathering ceremony will happen, but since it’s not part
of the actual graduation ceremony, we can understand why Indian stu-
dents also requested the honor song. They don’t want their culture rele-
gated to a separate ceremony. They want it included as a proud part of the
district’s makeup. 

The board also expressed concern that other students with varying
heritages will seek special treatment at graduation ceremonies. 

Here in South Dakota, and especially in rural South Dakota, it’s pretty
much an issue of whites and American Indians. We really don’t have other
ethnic groups represented with such large numbers. 

An honor song would only take a few minutes, and considering the vast
number of students it would affect, we think it would be an appropriate
nod toward an ethnic group that has great numbers in South Dakota and,
especially, in the Chamberlain area. Not every school in South Dakota
should consider an American Indian honor song during graduation cere-
monies, but a school that is one-third Indian should consider it. 

Change isn’t easy, and we understand that. But this could have been a
change backed by sound reasoning, fairness and, maybe, even a bit of rec-
onciliation. 

The PRESS & DAKOTAN encourages its readers to write letters to the
editor, and it asks that a few simple guidelines be followed.

n Please limit letters to 300 words or less. Letters should deal with a
single subject, be of general interest and state a specific point of view.
Letters are edited with brevity, clarity and newspaper style in mind.

n In the sense of fairness and professionalism, the PRESS &
DAKOTAN will accept no letters attacking private individuals or busi-
nesses.

n Specific individuals or entities addressed in letters may be given the
opportunity to read the letter prior to publication and be allowed to answer
the letter in the same issue.

n Only signed letters with writer’s full name, address and daytime
phone number for verification will be accepted. Please mail to: Letters,
319 Walnut, Yankton, SD 57078, drop off at 319 Walnut in Yankton, fax to
665-1721 or email to views@yankton.net.

O U R  L E T T E R  P O L I C Y

The PRESS & DAKOTAN Views page provides a forum for open discussion of
issues and interests affecting our readers. Initialed editorials represent the opin-
ion of the writer, but not necessarily that of the PRESS & DAKOTAN. Bylined
columns represent the view of the author. We welcome letters to the editor on
current topics. Questions regarding the Views page should be directed to Kelly
Hertz at views@yankton.net.
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