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FORT DODGE, Iowa — The fa-
ther of a missing Iowa teenager
asked U.S. Sen. Charles Grassley on
Wednesday to support stricter sex-
crime penalties that he said could
have prevented her abduction — a
request that came the same day
authorities suspended an exhaus-
tive ground search for the girl.

Michael Shepard, wearing a
purple bandanna and jersey to
honor his daughter’s favorite
color, asked the Iowa Republican
during a town hall meeting to sup-
port legislation that his family,
friends and supporters plan to
offer to the state Legislature next
year. Among their requests is re-
quiring some offenders to serve
more of their prison sentences.

“If we can get this out to the
forefront, hopefully nobody else’s
daughter, granddaughter, sister
would have to suffer,” Shepard told
Grassley and about 80 other peo-
ple gathered at the Fort Dodge
library.

Police suspect that a registered
sex offender, Michael Klunder, ab-
ducted 15-year-old Kathlynn Shep-
ard and her 12-year-old friend on
May 20 in Dayton, a town about 60
miles north Des Moines. The
younger girl was able to escape.
Klunder committed suicide hours
later. 

Authorities have looked
through 250 square miles in three
counties for any sign of Kathlynn,
but they announced Wednesday
that they were halting their search,
saying they’ve exhausted their ef-
forts. They also said flooding
means some areas are now under
water and has made river searches
risky.

Some of Kathlynn’s blood was
found last week, dampening hopes
of finding her alive. But officials
say residents should still check
their properties for anything
suspicious.  

Grassley, who held the meeting
in Fort Dodge to answer questions
about federal policy and legislation
in Congress, thanked Shepard but
noted that the concern was a state,
not a federal, issue. But the sena-
tor offered to tell his grandson,
Patrick Grassley, who is a member
of the Iowa Legislature.

“If there’s something at the fed-
eral level, I’d be glad to take your
suggestions and work on that,”
Grassley said.

Klunder was released from
prison in 2011, having served
about half of a 41-year sentence
after pleading guilty to third-de-
gree kidnapping and assault for
separate 1991 offenses.

Prosecutors had dropped first-
degree kidnapping charges in ex-
change for Klunder’s guilty plea to
the lesser offense. Corrections

officials say Klunder’s prison time
was reduced because he met be-
havior requirements.

Supporters of the Shepards,
many wearing lavender ribbons,
also argued at Wednesday’s meet-
ing that lawmakers should add kid-
napping to the list of offenses for
which offenders must register
upon their release.

Grassley has been a proponent
of mandatory minimum sentences
for federal crimes. But he said
more lawmakers have supported
lesser sentences in recent years,
particularly for drug offenses.

“You’re kind of fighting a defen-
sive battle at this point, not an of-
fensive battle,” Grassley said. 

Klunder also had prior convic-
tions for assault and burglary dat-
ing back to his teenage years.

Iowa Department of Corrections
officials said they reviewed Klun-
der in 2011 and ruled him fit for re-
lease, and not as a sexually violent
predator who could be locked up
longer.

As a registered sex offender, he
had to check in with the local sher-
iff’s office twice a year, and he ful-
filled that requirement, they said.
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Breakfas t

 or Biscuits & Gravy

 VFW Post 79 1
 209 Cedar, Yankton • 665-3562 • Open To Public

 Children 4-10 $3.00 • Under 3 free
 Everyone Welcome!

 $ 6.00 All You Can Eat
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 TH E    ARGO HOTEL
 Open Thurs., Fri. & Sat. at 5:30 

 1-402-388-2400
 www.theargohotel.com  |    email: argo@gpcom.net

 CROFTON, NE
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 and more!
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 Charity

 5 Stops 
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                  For Yankton Sack Pack
 “To provide weekend food to school children. No child should go hungry!”

 Food Provided Before & After the Run at Upper Deck 
 • Auction • 50/50 • Gun Raffle • Open to the Public!
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 AFTER 4:00PM

 Large Single Topping Pizz a

 •DINE IN •PICK UP •DELIVERY
 YANKTON  MALL • 665-2525

 THE TIME YOU PICK UP IS THE PRICE YOU PAY!
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 Offer good until 10:00pm. Up to 5 large pizzas.
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 JUMBO 
 PIZZA!! 
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 Specialty

 $ 1 5 99

 Feeds 5-6 People

 BEAT THE 
 CLOCK

 3rd Annual

 Admission Is FREE!
 Local supporters including: Casey’s General Store, Cimpl’s, 
 Chesterman’s Distributing, Vishay Dale Electronics, Hy-Vee,

 Gehl Power Products Inc., Kolberg-Pioneer, Inc., Walgreens, Walmart

 Family Fun Event
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 Re-enactors & So Much More!
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 Saturday, June 1, 2013 • 10am-4pm

 Dakota Territorial Museum 
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 BBQ/
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 M onies raised w ill go to help defray expenses. 
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& more

 The lights are on again at...

 Under New Management
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 Beer & Wine Available
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 605•260•0870  {Call for Take-out Pizza}
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Heineman Signs Nebraska Juvenile Justice Bill

LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska Gov. Dave Heineman has
signed a juvenile justice reform bill into law.

The measure by Sen. Brad Ashford, of Omaha, is designed to
shift the state’s focus toward rehabilitation for youths who break
the law. Heineman approved the legislation on Wednesday during a
news conference.

The multi-faceted bill would transfer the supervision of juvenile
offenders to state’s Office of Probation Administration, under the
Nebraska Supreme Court. Juvenile offenders are currently over-
seen by the state Department of Health and Human Services.

Heineman says the law will allow the department to focus more
on children who have suffered abuse and neglect. It also provides
$14.5 million for juvenile services.

Ashford says the law seeks to helps youths in their mid- to late-
teens, before their crimes escalate.

The bill is LB561.

Storm Damage S.D. Reservation Town Of Allen
ALLEN (AP) — The small town of Allen on the Pine Ridge Reser-

vation was recovering Wednesday after a strong storm damaged
several buildings and three homes.

The National Weather Service in Rapid City sent an investigator
to determine if the damage was caused by a tornado or strong
winds that passed through Bennett County on Tuesday. Several
structures reported roof damage in the storm.

One of the buildings damaged was a church where an Oklahoma
youth group was staying, though no one in the church was injured,
said Michele Lewis, regional development coordinator of the Black
Hills Chapter of the American Red Cross. 

The Red Cross was distributing food and water and providing
lodging for people who needed it. The town is home to about 420
people.

“We are in the process of meeting with the impacted families to
verify their needs and offer their financial assistance,” Lewis said in
an email to the Rapid City Journal.

Only the southeast corner of the county was hit by the damag-
ing storm, officials said.

Authorities Suspend Search For Abducted Iowa Teen

PIERRE (AP) — Democratic
state lawmakers have asked Re-
publican Gov. Dennis Daugaard
for information on the state’s $5
million contract with a national
recruiting firm that was hired to
find new workers for hard-to-fill
jobs in the state.

Rep. Susan Wismer, of Britton,
and Sen. Billie Sutton, of Burke,
said they have questions about
the program because Manpower-
Group Inc. was supposed to help
fill 1,000 jobs in three years, but
only 83 jobs have been filled a
year after the contract was
signed. The two lawmakers, mem-
bers of the Legislature’s Joint Ap-
propriations Committee, note the
state recently made changes in
the project, which was started to
fill needs in engineering, financial
services, information technology
and manufacturing.

“I hope Gov. Daugaard’s ad-
ministration will help us answer
our questions about the program
so we can protect taxpayers and
fill open jobs across South
Dakota,” Sutton said in a written
statement.

The Democrats want informa-
tion about the program’s ex-
pense, the contract with
ManpowerGroup, the number and
type of jobs filled, and the wages
paid for those jobs.

Tony Venhuizen, the gover-
nor’s communications director,
said the Governor’s Office of Eco-
nomic Development has always
been open about the project and
will provide the information
sought by Democratic lawmakers.
However, it might take time to
collect all the information the
lawmakers are seeking, he said.

The contract with Manpower-
Group provided the company
with a monthly payment of
$49,000 and additional payment
for every job filled. Officials re-
cently said the program has been
modified to let businesses use
other recruiters and be reim-
bursed for part of the expense.

Venhuizen said the GOED de-
cided it was time to make some
changes after talking to South
Dakota businesses a little more
than a year after the recruitment
effort started.

“They’re hoping this change
will increase the success of the
program,” Venhuizen said.
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