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“Quiet” room for sensory activ-
ities and behavior de-escala-
tion.

“We decided to provide this
service because we saw a great
opportunity to serve a segment
of the population that is greatly
underserved,” he said. “It’s im-
portant for us to be responsive
to market demands, and there
is a significant demand for this
service.”

The challenging behavior
unit will operate separately
from the rest of the Irene cam-
pus. The new unit will take ad-

vantage of the main kitchen
and dietary department for
meals.

State officials approached
facilities about giving up nurs-
ing home beds to create chal-
lenging behavior units, said
Director of Nursing Staci Binde.

“This (unit) will house a
very diversified group of peo-
ple,” she said. “It’s a step-down
unit, where patients get ready
to transition out to their homes
or to a traditional long-term
care facility.”

The change at the Irene fa-
cility has been in the works for
more than a year, Breidenbach
said.

“The concept of Sunshine
Terrace began in late 2012, and
we were finally approved to
begin the project in July 2013,”

he said. “Once the plans were
established and approved, ren-
ovations began in February of
this year.”

As part of the renovations,
five rooms in the wing were
torn out and converted into
the dining room and living
room, Breidenbach said. “We
have finally come to the end of
the project and we are looking
forward to opening Monday,”
he said.

The initial admissions call
for two residents Monday, fol-
lowed by two more Tuesday
and one more Wednesday, ac-
cording to Tallie Cassanova,
who works with admissions
and referrals. The unit should
be filled May 28, then develop a
waiting list.

The Irene facility works

with the state Department of
Social Services in determining
placement of residents and
also their discharge plan when
they are ready to move into
other living arrangements, Cas-
sanova said.

Breidenbach said the initial
residents will come mostly
from the Human Services Cen-
ter in Yankton.

The design and opening of
the challenging behavior unit
has become a partnership,
Breidenbach said. 

“The unit was designed in
collaboration with Avera Be-
havioral Health and the Human
Services Center. It is a remodel
designed to be a distinct unit
to create a safe, homelike area
with low stimulation to help us
more effectively manage more

volatile behaviors,” he said.
“We will be offering a wide

array of activities designed to
engage our residents and man-
age behaviors through recre-
ational therapy. The general
categories of activities we offer
include social, cognitive, move-
ment, sensory and creative.”

Sunset Manor Avera has
added 17 new staff members for
its Sunshine Terrace site, Brei-
denbach said.

Sunshine Terrace has hired
additional registered nurses, li-
censed practical nurses, certi-
fied nurse assistants,
restorative aides and recre-
ational advocates, Breidenbach
said.

“We are fully staffed and
ready to go for the start of the
unit,” he said.

Recreation advocate Sandi
Stratton said she will combine a
number of activities in serving
residents’ needs.

“We offer one-to-one care
each day,” she said. “We also
have group activities both in-
side and outside of the facility.
They could enjoy fishing, nature
walks and visits to farms. We
also plan to have groups come
in from various youth organiza-
tions who will give presentation
or programs for earning Merit
badges or other projects. It’s all
part of our giving back to the
community.”

You can follow Randy Dock-
endorf on Twitter at
twitter.com/RDockendorf. Dis-
cuss this story at www.yank-
ton.net.
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