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OPINION | OTHER THOUGHTS

Benghazi And The
Inconvenient Truth

MARIETTA (Georgia) DAILY JOURNAL (May 8): President
Barack Obama has now spent the past year and a half wishing that
questions about the Benghazi attack would just go away.

You can bet that former Secretary of State and Democratic presi-
dential nominee-in-waiting Hillary Clinton is wishing the same thing,

except more so.

But that isn’t likely to happen thanks to damning information that
has now come to light. And while our friends on the left here in Geor-
gia and elsewhere love to try and spin Benghazi as a Fox News fan-
tasy, the public has the New York Times to thank for the latest
revelations about how minimizing the damage to Obama’s 2012 re-
election campaign — not national security — was the top priority in
the White House in the immediate aftermath of the Sept. 11, 2012,
tragedy that left Ambassador Chris Stevens and three other Ameri-
cans dead at the hands of Libyan terrorists.

The attack on the embassy there came against a backdrop of Team
Obama’s repeated assertions that the war on terror was over and that

we had won.

The attacks in Libya ran counter to that, so Obama and those
around him quickly came up with an alternative version: that the sup-
posedly spontaneous demonstrations and the attacks that followed
were inspired by an amateurish, obscure Internet video, even though
the evidence and common sense ran counter to that.

The Times reported late last month that Obama’s deputy national
security adviser, Benjamin J. Rhodes, emailed U.N. Ambassador Susan
Rice on Sept. 14, 2012, just before she made a round of high-profile ap-
pearances on Sunday morning news-talk shows that day.

Rhodes urged Rice to “underscore that these protests are rooted
in an Internet video, and not a broader failure of policy” and that she
should “reinforce the President and Administration’s strength and
steadiness in dealing with difficult challenges.”

It’s the “smoking gun” that proves the administration misled the
American public about the Benghazi incident right from the very
start. It cynically considered that ensuring the re-election of Obama
was more important than telling the public the truth.

But truth has a way of ultimately coming out.

Addressing Energy

THE POST-INTELLIGENCER, Paris, Tennessee (May 9): Presi-
dent Barack Obama is announcing a bundle of plans for boosting
solar power and promoting energy efficiency.

That may be about all he can do on his own authority without
support from Congress, but it’s still half a loaf.

One of the steps he was touting was completion of solar panel
installation on the White House roof. Well, whoopee.

Jimmy Carter put solar panels on the roof of the executive resi-
dence, but Ronald Reagan had them removed. That made the pan-
els a political football rather than a modest efficiency tool.

The panels will be more effective as a symbol of presidential
policy than as a real contribution to the nation’s energy efficiency.

America needs a broader, more inclusive energy policy, but it’s
never going to get one as long as political leaders hold to hard-line

policy.

“The president can’t claim an ‘all of the above’ strategy while
he’s blocking the Keystone pipeline, slow-rolling the approval of
new energy exploration and proposing job-killing regulations that
will destroy the American coal industry,” said a spokesman for
House Speaker John Boehner, the ultra-Republican from Ohio.

Filter out the partisan rhetoric, and the man has a point. Solar
panels do not a policy make. Power-saving green steps alone can'’t

meet our energy needs.

The energy efficiency guys and the we-need-more-power bunch
need to bury the hatchet. The issue is too important to the na-
tional well-being to be a focus for political games.

ON THIS DATE

By The Associated Press

Today is Thursday, May 15, the
135th day of 2014. There are 230 days
left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History: On
May 15, 1972, Alabama Gov. George C.
Wallace was shot and left paralyzed by
Arthur H. Bremer while campaigning in
Laurel, Maryland, for the Democratic
presidential nomination. (Bremer served
35 years of a 53-year sentence for at-
tempted murder.)

On this date: In 1602, English navi-
gator Bartholomew Gosnold and his
ship, the Concord, arrived at present-day
Cape Cod, which he’s credited with
naming.

In 1776, Virginia endorsed American
independence from Britain.

In 1863, Edouard Manet's painting
“Le dejeuner sur I'herbe” (The Lunch on
the Grass) went on display in Paris,
scandalizing viewers with its depiction of
a nude woman seated on the ground
with two fully dressed men at a picnic in
a wooded area.

In 1911, the U.S. Supreme Court
ruled that Standard Oil Co. was a mo-
nopoly in violation of the Sherman An-
titrust Act, and ordered its breakup.

In 1930, registered nurse Ellen
Church, the first airline stewardess, went
on duty aboard an Oakland-to-Chicago
flight operated by Boeing Air Transport (a
forerunner of United Airlines).

In 1942, President Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt signed a measure creating the
Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps, whose
members came to be known as WACs.
Wartime gasoline rationing went into ef-
fect in 17 Eastern states, limiting sales
to three gallons a week for non-essential
vehicles.

In 1954, the Fender Stratocaster gui-
tar, created by Leo Fender, was officially
released.

In 1963, astronaut L. Gordon Cooper
blasted off aboard Faith 7 on the final
mission of the Project Mercury space
program.

In 1974, three Palestinian infiltrators
took 100 pupils hostage at a school in
the town of Maalot in northern Israel; the
gunmen killed 22 children as Israeli
troops stormed the building, killing the
hostage-takers.

In 1975, U.S. forces invaded the
Cambodian island of Koh Tang and re-
captured the American merchant ship
Mayaguez. (All 40 crew members had al-
ready been released safely by Cambo-
dia; some 40 U.S. servicemen were
killed in the operation.)

In 1988, the Soviet Union began the
process of withdrawing its troops from
Afghanistan, more than eight years after
Soviet forces had entered the country.

In 1991, Edith Cresson was ap-
pointed by French President Francois
Mitterrand to be France’s first female
prime minister.

Ten years ago: A 40-ton steel girder
dropped from a freeway overpass con-

struction site into morning traffic in
Golden, Colorado, crushing one car and
killing a family of three. Col. Robert Mor-
gan, commander of the famed Memphis
Belle B-17 bomber that flew combat mis-
sions over Europe during World War II,
died in Asheville, North Carolina, at age
85. Kentucky Derby winner Smarty
Jones posted a record 11-1/2-length vic-
tory in the Preakness (however, the
horse failed to win the Belmont Stakes).

Five years ago: General Motors told
about 1,100 dealers their franchises
would be terminated. CIA Director Leon
Panetta defended the agency against
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s charge
that she was misled in 2002 about the
use of waterboarding on detainees. Pope
Benedict XVI ended his Mideast visit at
the Church of the Holy Sepulcher in
Jerusalem. Former basketball star and
accomplished jazzman Wayman Tisdale
died in Tulsa, Oklahoma. at age 44.

One year ago: Under mounting
pressure, President Barack Obama re-
leased a trove of documents related to
the Benghazi attack and forced out the
top official at the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice following revelations the agency had
targeted conservative political groups.
Congressional Republicans and Democ-
rats challenged Attorney General Eric
Holder over the Justice Department’s
handling of the investigation of national
security leaks and its failure to talk to The
Associated Press before issuing sub-
poenas for the news service’s telephone
records; Holder defended the inquiry
while pointing out he had removed him-
self from any decision on subpoenas.

Today's Birthdays: Playwright Sir
Peter Shaffer is 88. Actress-singer Anna
Maria Alberghetti is 78. Counterculture
icon Wavy Gravy is 78. Former Secretary
of State Madeleine Albright is 77. Singer
Trini Lopez is 77. Singer Lenny Welch is
76. Actress-singer Lainie Kazan is 74.
Actress Gunilla Hutton is 72. Country
singer K.T. Oslin is 72. The Secretary of
Health and Human Services, Kathleen
Sebelius, is 66. Singer-songwriter Brian
Eno is 66. Actor Nicholas Hammond
(Film: “The Sound of Music”) is 64. Actor
Chazz Palminteri is 62. Baseball Hall-of-
Famer George Brett is 61. Musician-
composer Mike Oldfield is 61. Actor Lee
Horsley is 59. TV personality Giselle Fer-
nandez is 53. Football Hall-of-Famer
Emmitt Smith is 45. Singer-rapper Prince
Be (PM Dawn) is 44. Actor Brad Rowe is
44, Actor David Charvet is 42. Actor Rus-
sell Hornsby is 40. Rock musician Ahmet
Zappa is 40. Olympic gold-medal gym-
nast Amy Chow is 36. Actor David
Krumholtz is 36. Actress Jamie-Lynn
Sigler is 33. Rock musician Brad Shultz
(Cage the Elephant) is 32. Rock musi-
cian Nick Perri is 30.

Thought for Today: “History is a bet-
ter guide than good intentions.” — Jeane
J. Kirkpatrick, U.S. ambassador to the
United Nations (1926-2006).

FROM THE BIBLE

Praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication.
Ephesians 6:18. Portals of Prayer, Concordia Publishing House, St.

Louis
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Kindle’s Korner

On School Safety

DR. WAYNE KINDLE
Yankton School District

As many of you know, we experienced two ex-
tremely serious, and unfortunate events in the
Yankton School District during the past few days.
We encountered a bomb threat and a menacing
social media message.

In both incidents, law enforcement
officials were involved with the investi-
gations, resulting in the arrests of the
individuals involved. Any type of
threat, which involves the health,
safety, and well-being of our students
and staff will be taken seriously. Unlike
a disagreement between two students,
these threats impacted hundreds of
students in our school district.

These incidents created fear, anxi-
ety, anger and uncertainty disrupting
the learning of students, as well as
threatening student safety. Our stu-
dents and staff do not deserve these
senseless acts.

Each of our school buildings has a
School Safety Plan and Procedures in place,
ready to implement at a moment’s notice. These
plans are reviewed annually.

We practice fire drills, storm drills, and lock-
down drills in cooperation with our local law en-
forcement. During these drills, we emphasize the
serious importance of practicing these drills in
case of a real emergency. The Yankton School
District will continue to work side by side with
local law enforcement and our community in
keeping our students safe.

We will be meeting with local law enforce-
ment and media to review how we handled these
situations and seeking their input. We will dis-
cuss protocol changes if recommended from law
enforcement and communication input from our
local media sources.

[ want to personally thank our law enforce-
ment for their expertise and immediate re-
sponse ensuring the safety of our students.
Amy Nelson, Yankton City Manager communi-
cated directly with me promising any and all
city resources would be used to accommodate
our needs.

A special thank you to our teachers and
building administrators who are with our stu-
dents during these types of situations. They
handle these situations professionally, always
keeping in mind the best interest of our stu-
dents.

We live in a world with many dangers, even
in our safe community of Yankton. As we talk to
our children about their school day and their
school building and teachers, it is important
that all of us create a positive, supportive
image of education. Our children learn by lis-
tening to the grown-ups around them. Attend-
ing school each day should be about learning,
listening, relationships, team work, and respect
for others.

As your school superintendent, I'd like to
clarify my priorities for our parents and the
general public so there is no misunderstanding.
In an emergency situation such as the two re-
cent situations, it is unrealistic to expect per-
sonal phone calls from me or anyone else in the
Yankton School District.

My first priority is handling the emergency
itself, protecting the health, safety, and well-
being of our students. Under those circum-
stances, I'm in immediate and constant contact
with local law enforcement and with our school
building administrators.

Once our students are safe and | have accu-
rate information to share, [ will do just that by
using our computer messaging system. So it’s
very important that you provide your accurate
contact information to your child’s school if
you wish to receive those messages.

Wayne
KINDLE

YSD Superintendent

CONNECT 5 MESSAGING

In order to improve communication, the Yank-
ton School District implemented a computer
messaging system called Blackboard Connect 5.
This service allows the school district to reach
thousands of people within minutes with a per-
sonalized voice message, email and/or
text message.

If you are not receiving these mes-
sages, and wish to do so, please check
with the secretary of your child’s
school to make sure we have your
home phone, cell phone and email ad-
dress. We will add you to the system.
Anyone in the Yankton community —
alumni, students, grandparents, par-
ents, and friends — can receive these
messages. Just be sure we have your
contact information in our system. Any-
one can also subscribe to selectively
receive district-wide communications
as well as information about a specific
school building at
www.https://ysd633.bbcportal.com/

We have used personalized voice
message, email and/or text messaging as ways to
communicate with parents regarding school clo-
sures, a particular school event, upcoming book
fairs, etc. However, there are some limits to the
system. For instance, a text message written with
Connect 5 is limited to 160 characters.

Since some complicated information cannot
be easily explained in 160 characters, you may
only receive an email notice. We are looking at
new ways to use the text-messaging component
more since we know that parents use that mode
of communication regularly.

When you register your child for school, the
contact information you give us is automatically
included in our student management computer
software called PowerSchool. You are then auto-
matically signed up to receive communications
from your child’s school and district-wide an-
nouncements, alerts and reminders.

At times you may receive a text message, an
email and a phone call for the same event. If fam-
ilies have not provided an email address or do
not receive text messages, we may send the mes-
sages out in all modes available so as to reach as
many families as possible. If you do not want to
receive text messages from the school district,
reply STOP to the next text message you receive.
That will stop all text messages to that phone
number.

KINDLE’S COFFEE

The coffee time is open to anybody who
wishes to come and visit. The Superintendent
will provide a 10-minute update on the Yankton
School District. The building principal will give a
10-minute overview of their school, and a 15-
minute tour of the building. The remaining 25
minutes will be Question and Answer time from
those attending. Along with coffee, there will be
rolls/donuts served.

We held our final coffee for the school year
on May 14 at Beadle Elementary School. Thank
you to all who have attended the Kindle’s Coffee
events this past school year. [ am looking for-
ward to these types of events for next school
year.

In addition to the Kindle Coffees, I would be
happy to visit with you personally or speak to
your group/organization. [ am also willing to host
your group at our Administration Building or one
of our school buildings. [ would also come to
your facility or meeting place.

If there is a specific topic you would like for
me to address in the future, please call me at
665-3998 or email me at wkindle@ysd.k12.sd.us.
Let’s continue to have a great year!

Henry Ford stated, “Coming together is a be-
ginning. Staying together is a process. Working
together is a success.”

YOUR LETTERS

Program Appreciated!

Lois and Bill Kerr, Yankton

We want to give a great big “Thank You” to
those who conceived, produced, and per-
formed the World War Il Veterans Program on
Monday, May 5, at Yankton High School to con-
nect the veterans with the students. David
Hosmer and Doug Harr who conceived the
program and created the documentary films of
our local veterans sharing their wartime expe-
riences are to be applauded. Yankton High
School principal Jennifer Johnke, the school
choir, and the student escorts and small group
student participants in the personal sharing of
veteran’s experiences all get “A+” grades for
their efforts. 'm sure that the veterans who
participated would agree with us that it was a
first class idea developed into a wonderful
way to show appreciation for the veterans’
services.

Something To Repeal

Brian Engebretson, Yankton

Mike Rounds is campaigning on repealing
“Obamacare,” but there’s a health care law
that’s far more socialistic than ACA.

To combat "patient dumping,” President
Reagan in 1986 signed into law EMTALA, which
requires hospitals participating in Medicare to

ABOUT THIS PAGE

B The View page provides a forum for open dis-
cussion of issues and interests affecting our read-
ers. Initialed editorials represent the opinion of the
writer, but not necessarily that of the PRESS &
DAKOTAN. Bylined columns represent the view
of the author. We welcome letters on current topics.
Questions regarding the Views page should be di-
rected to Kelly Hertz at views@yankton.net.

give emergency treatment to everyone regard-
less of citizenship, legal status or ability to
pay. This was an unfunded mandate, and to
recap losses, hospitals had to charge more to
“paying customers,” insurance companies and
Medicare. This started the massive inflation-
ary rate in health care. The practice of
Medicare and insurance companies limiting
what they would pay for services is a result of
this and started long before ACA, as stated by
Rounds’ campaign.

President Obama signed a law requiring
people to buy health insurance for the finan-
cial protection of others. President Reagan
signed a law saying hospitals must treat you
regardless of legal status.

Which law should Republicans want re-
pealed?



