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Engineers could not be com-
pleted without knowing what
land would be available for
the city to place new facili-
ties. Those unfulfilled ele-
ments of the contract
include:

¢ a site plan rendering of a
new sports complex;

e perspective renderings
of a new sports complex;

¢ an outdoor architectural
rendering of a dome or new
ice facility; and

* project costs for a new
sports complex.

“We've looked at some
(land purchase) options,” Lar-
son told the commission.
“Until we have options to buy
or land in hand, we do not
have the ground to give to
(Stockwell) to say, ‘Lay out
what you can. Do some survey
work and show us what we
can have here and for what
cost.” We're not to that point.”

David Locke, an architect
for Stockwell Engineers,
walked the commission
through a summary of the
firm’s findings.

The first step in the
process was assessing the
conditions of the existing facil-
ities in the community.

The study looked at the
Easton NFAA Archery Com-
plex, the Human Services Cen-
ter property that has soccer
fields, Memorial Park, Morgen
Park, Riverside Park, Sertoma
Park and the Summit Activi-
ties Center.

“For the most part, the ex-
isting facilities were in good
condition,” Locke said. “They
have been sized for multiple
associations to use them. As a
result, they're getting a lot of
use between the different as-
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sociations. There is not a lot
of time for practice and make-
up games because of the
heavy use of the facilities.

“Combining uses of a facil-
ity is great, because you don't
have to build as many,” he
added. “But sports are becom-
ing more and more special-
ized, and kids are becoming
more and more specialized in
one sport. In order to host
tournaments and keep up with
practices, more and more fa-
cilities are becoming more
specialized to only the associ-
ation that is using them.”

Recommendations for up-
grades focused on four areas:
Summit, Memorial, Riverside
and Sertoma.

“We tried to consolidate
uses. We removed some facili-
ties from some of those
parks,” Locke said. “One of the
recommendations we made
was that soccer and softball
be removed out of Fantle Me-
morial Park.”

As a result of the proposed
upgrades, some of associa-
tions would not have a place
to call home.

“The Yankton Youth Soccer
Association, the Yankton Girls
Softball Association, the
Women'’s Softball Association,
the Men’s Softball Association
and the Co-ed Softball Associ-
ation would need new facili-
ties based on the
recommended improvements
that we looked at,” Locke

stated.

Stockwell recommended 18
total soccer fields for soccer.

“Right now, they have 15,”
Locke said. “It’s increasing a
little bit because you want to
have one field that you don’t
use during a given season to
let it rest and recuperate.”

The estimated space
needed for those soccer fields,
parking and facilities is 58-60
acres;

Stockwell recommends
seven softball fields, with
three sized for adult use and
four for youth. That would re-
quire an estimated 40-42 acres
for the fields and related
amenities.

The Stockwell analysis also
included demographic projec-
tions for sports involvement.

The growth rate of Yankton
is slowing and the median age
is rising. The number of kids is
decreasing.

“That is being translated
into the school enrollment
and sports participation,”
Locke said. “The school enroll-
ment is decreasing about a
percentage per year, and the
sports associations are de-
creasing about 2 1/2 percent-
age points a year. Sports
participation is decreasing
quicker than school enroll-
ment.”

He said almost 50 percent
of the kids in the Yankton area
play sports. Of that, the Yank-
ton Youth Soccer Association
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accounts for 40 percent of par-
ticipation.

“The Yankton Area Ice As-
sociation and the Yankton
Girls Softball Association were
the only two associations
growing right now looking at
the projected data we re-
ceived,” Locke added.

While talk of a sports au-
thority that would adopt a
master plan for the commu-
nity’s sports facilities and di-
rect fundraising for the effort
have been discussed during
the last year, Larson said a
majority of the activity associ-
ations did not appear inter-
ested in pursuing the concept.

“At this point, everybody
is kind of fending for them-
selves,” he stated.

In the future, a town hall
meeting may be held to dis-
cuss the formation of a youth
sports commission, according
to Larson.

When the commission
asked for input from the pub-
lic, Edward Gleich urged the
commission to take a closer
look at building sports facili-
ties on the Human Services
Center ground it owns. Soccer
fields are currently at the loca-
tion, but those facilities could
be lost if the city gets offers
for commercial development.
Larson said the approximately
48 acres would not accommo-
date the projected space
needed for all the commu-
nity’s soccer needs.

Gleich said the commis-
sion needs to look at the big
picture and pursue improve-
ments of its sports facilities.

“We've got to build our
own coliseum so we can com-
pete with Sioux Falls for tour-
naments,” he stated.
“Otherwise, Sioux Falls will
have it all to themselves.”

Ultimately, the commission
accepted Stockwell’s report
and approved a $46,080 pay-
ment to the firm. It was short
of the original $57,600 price
tag because of the aforemen-
tioned pieces of the contract
that could not be completed.

You can follow Nathan
Johnson on Twitter at
twitter.com/AninlandVoyage.
Discuss this story at
www.yankton.net/.
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Sanford Health

-USD Biomedical

Research Symposium Is May 19

VERMILLION — The Uni-
versity of South Dakota and
Sanford Research are hosting
the fifth annual Sanford
Health-USD Biomedical Re-
search Symposium on Mon-
day, May 19, in room 107 of the
Andrew E. Lee Memorial Medi-
cine and Science Building on
the USD campus.

This symposium, organized
by Sanford Health and the Uni-
versity of South Dakota, and
supported by Fisher Scientific,
will provide a unique opportu-
nity for participants to receive
updates on biomedical ad-
vances occurring at two of the
state’s leading research insti-
tutions. Eight speakers from
Sanford Research and the USD
Division of Basic Biomedical
Sciences will outline current
research activities and empha-
size pending innovations in
what has become a significant
growth industry in South
Dakota.

The symposium begins at
8:15 a.m. with opening re-
marks by USD’s Joyce Keifer,
Ph.D. and includes plenary
sessions from Scot Ouellette,
Ph.D., Division of Basic Bio-
medical Sciences, who will dis-
cuss “Reduce, Recycle, Reuse:
Chlamydial Cell Division in the
Absence of FtsZ;” Kamesh

Surendran, Ph.D., of Sanford
Research; Samuel Sathyane-
san, Ph.D., Division of Basic
Biomedical Sciences, “Struc-
tural Modification of a Thera-
peutic Trophic Factor:
Applications in Psychiatry;”
Jill M. Weimer, Ph.D., [lian
Radichev, Ph.D., Pete Vitiello,
Ph.D., and Haotian Zhao of
Sanford Research; and Gina
Forster, Ph.D., Ammara Abdul-
lah, Ph.D., and Douglas Martin,
Ph.D., all with USD’s Division
of Basic Biomedical Sciences.

In addition to the plenary
sessions, the daylong agenda
features a poster session,
luncheon and a reception in
the atrium of the Lee Med
Building immediately following
the symposium.

For more information
about this event, please con-
tact event organizers Dr. Khos-
row Rezvani, M.D., Ph.D., Basic
Biomedical Sciences, at Khos-
row.Rezvani@usd.edu or Dr.
Michael Kruer, M.D., Sanford
Research, at
Michael Kruer@Sanford-
Health.org. More information
is also available at
www.usd.edu/medical-
school/biomedical-
sciences/upload/USD-Sanford-
Research-Symposium-Invita-
tion-2014.pdf/.
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state projects,” Domogalla
stated. “They’ve been work-
ing with us to set up a sched-
ule to get them all done in a
natural sequence.”

Farther west in Knox
County, Highway 12 will be
resurfaced for a nine-mile
stretch from the Santee spur
going east. It will also include
some bridge repair work. Ad-
ditionally, Highway 12 will
have shoulder work done in

the Verdel area.

Bridge work is also sched-
uled for Highway 20 in the
Belden area of Cedar County.

“There is going to be
quite a bit of activity on the
roadways,” Domogalla said.
“Everyone needs to keep an
eye out for state workers and
the contractor’s employees.
It’s dangerous work, and we
need the public’s help in
keeping an eye out for us.”

You can follow Nathan
Johnson on Twitter at twit-
ter.com/AninlandVoyage. Dis-
cuss this story at
www.yankton.net/.
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Salutes Our Favorite Graduates!

At Hy-Vee, we're very proud of our student employees. They are fine
young men and women and have worked hard during their high school
and college careers at achieving excellent grades while also working
hard at satisfying you, our customer and boss. They feel a high sense of
accomplishment when you feel they've given you excellent service.
Please join us in congratulating them on their graduation.
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Alanna Binder
YHS

Ker Anderberg
YHS

David Allen .
YHS

Brynn Albers
YHS

Drew Eskms
Crofton

Brice Cowman
YHS

Haley Conrad
YHS
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Garrett Carda
YHS

Gregory Hauer
YHS

Molly King
YHS

Shelby Mastalir
YHS

Kalyn Peterka

YHS YHS

Tierney Scoblic
YHS

Ashleigh Schroeder
Irene-Wakonda

Alyssa Schild
YHS

Devin Schantz
Crofton

Taylor Rothenberger
YHS

Rochelle Smith
Gayville-Volin

Carson Smith
YHS

Jennica Spence
YHS

Gabrielle Swenson
YHS

Julie Zavadil
Crofton

Andrea Zavadil
Crofton

Corbin Wavrunek
Crofton

Not Pictured: Justin Grode, YHS
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Matthew Watt
YHS

Lindsey King
YHS
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