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Number Of Nebraska State Wards Down
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — The Nebraska Department of Health

and Human Services says the number of state wards has fallen
more than 25 percent since 2012.

Department officials say the state had 4,498 wards as of
Monday. In March 2012, Nebraska had 6,121 state wards in its
protection.

Thomas Pristow, the state’s director of Children and Fam-
ily Services, says a new evidence-based safety assessment
tool used by case managers has allowed more children to re-
main at home when they can do so safely.

Pristow says some juvenile offenders have moved to pro-
bation as a result of a state law that passed last year. The law
shifts the supervision of juvenile offenders in a community
from DHHS agencies to the state’s probation office. The law
also places an emphasis on diversion programs.

US Senate Candidate Can’t Be On Ballot
SIOUX FALLS (AP) — A Black Hawk resident trying to win

the U.S. Senate seat being vacated by retiring Tim Johnson
can’t be on the general election ballot.

Secretary of State Jason Gant on Tuesday said independent
candidate Clayton Walker won’t be on the ballot after his nom-
inating petitions were successfully challenged.

Walker can appeal the decision in circuit court.
Gant in a letter sent to Walker said the challenge left the

candidate 1,410 signatures short of the 3,171 required for his
petition to remain filed.

Brookings resident Mary Perpich contested the petitions.
She’s the Brookings County Democratic Party chairwoman.

Walker’s petitions were challenged on the grounds that
they included unregistered voters, had discrepancies in the
counties and addresses listed for the signers and showed in-
formation difficult to verify because of their “poor quality.”

SD Producers Deal With Rainfall, Frost
SIOUX FALLS (AP) — Farmers trying to seed crops and

ranchers trying to move cattle in South Dakota had to deal not
only with rainfall over the past week but also frost in some
areas.

The Agriculture Department says in its weekly crop report
that the cool conditions have slowed rangeland growth and
delayed the movement of cattle to summer pastures.

About one-third of the state’s soybean crop and three-
fourths of the corn crop is planted, both ahead of the average
pace. Spring wheat seeding still lags a bit behind the average,
at 83 percent done. Sunflower seeding is just getting under-
way.

Part Of Guard Killing Suit Dismissed 
SIOUX FALLS (AP) — A federal judge has dismissed a por-

tion of a wrongful death lawsuit filed by the widow of a
South Dakota State Penitentiary guard slain by inmates three
years ago. 

News outlets report that U.S. District Judge Lawrence
Piersol dismissed a claim in the lawsuit filed against the
South Dakota Department of Corrections but remanded
other claims to a state court.

Lynette Johnson alleges that lackadaisical behavior by
state prison officials enabled Rodney Berget and Eric Robert
to kill her husband during a failed escape attempt in 2011. 

The Department of Corrections has argued that the suit
fails to show that Ronald Johnson’s safety was disregarded. 

KELO-TV reports Piersol in his opinion wrote that the
lawsuit’s wrongful death claim and emotional distress claim
can be pursued in state court.

Corn Palace Construction Bid Awarded
MITCHELL (AP) — A nearly $4 million construction bid

has been awarded for the first phase of the renovation of
the Corn Palace in Mitchell.

The Daily Republic reports that Mitchell City Council
members have agreed to make some changes to the origi-
nal project to keep it within budget.

Council members scratched out a decorative tile
planned for the base of the building, a felt wall finish on the
upper floor of the lobby and seven small wind turbines on
the south facade of the building. 

But new all-glass doors for the main entrance pegged at
more than $10,000 were added to the project. 

The contract was given to Mueller Lumber. 
The two-phase renovation project is expected to cost

about $7.2 million.

BY BOB MERCER
State Capitol Bureau

BROOKINGS — The two candidates
seeking the Democratic nomination for
governor took opposite sides Tuesday on
the death penalty, uranium mining, educa-
tion funding and rural mass transit.

State Rep. Susan Wismer of Britton
and Joe Lowe of Piedmont answered
questions before an audience of about 30
Brookings County Democrats at the city
library.

It was one of the few joint appear-
ances by Wismer and Lowe in their low-
key campaigns leading to the June 3
primary election that will decide the
party’s nominee.

The two will meet on South Dakota
Public Television in a one-hour debate
May 29.

Neither Wismer nor Lowe was willing
Tuesday night to commit to choosing the
other person to be the party’s candidate
for lieutenant governor.

“I’m not going to speculate on that,”
Wismer said. “That’s not a good thing to
do.”

“It’s too early,” Lowe said. “I don’t

think either of one of us is ready to say
yea or nay.”

They didn’t take any jabs at each
other during the 80-minute forum. But
they didn’t mask their differences.

On the death penalty, Wismer said she
is opposed to it but hasn’t been in the po-
sition of a victim. “I am in favor of repeal
of the death penalty,” she said.

Lowe would keep it.
“I’ve seen a lot of death,” he said, re-

ferring to his time as a California mayor
and more than 30 years as a professional
firefighter, including the past 12 in South
Dakota. “I would definitely support the
death penalty.”

On the proposed Powertech uranium
mining operation in southwestern South
Dakota, Lowe said he opposes it for a va-
riety of safety and environmental reasons.

Wismer said she doesn’t know enough
specifically about Powertech to take an
absolute stand against the project, which
awaits federal and state permits.

“As a family we are very much pro-nu-
clear power. I just think how much
cleaner it is than coal power,” she said.

Lowe said he supports a 1 percent
sales tax on tourist items for four months
of the year as a way to increase education

funding. He said he would put the issue to
a public vote.

Wismer said South Dakota went
through the debate two years ago over a
1 percent sales tax that would have been
split between K-12 schools and Medicaid
services. It was defeated.

Wismer said the major organizations
such as the farm groups, chamber of com-
merce and retailers need to be convinced
to support more funding before it will
have a chance politically.

Asked about mass transit for rural
areas including western South Dakota,
Lowe endorsed the idea. Wismer said
there is mass transit for older people and
people with disabilities in many commu-
nities.

“It really is a question of viability,”
Wismer said. “Passenger train service was
dropped because it wasn’t viable.”

The winner of the Democratic primary
will face the winner of the Republican pri-
mary between Gov. Dennis Daugaard and
former state Rep. Lora Hubbel of Sioux
Falls.

Independent Mike Myers of Centerville
also will be on the November general bal-
lot. 

BY NORA HERTEL
Associated Press

PIERRE — Nearly half of
registered voters in South
Dakota identify as Republi-
cans, according to new state
data, showing why Democrats
could face a difficult task this
year holding onto the U.S. Sen-
ate seat to be vacated by retir-
ing Democrat Tim Johnson.

Forty-six percent of regis-
tered voters said they were
Republicans, 34 percent De-
mocrats and 16 percent Inde-
pendents. Libertarian,
Constitution and Americans
Elect party members make up
the remainder.

A crowded field of five Re-
publicans is vying for the
party nomination for U.S. Sen-
ator, led by former Gov. Mike
Rounds. South Dakota’s Sen-

ate seat is the mostly likely in
the nation to switch from De-
mocrat to Republican in the
November election, several
national analysts have said. 

Some 511,000 people have
registered to vote in South
Dakota, similar to figures from
the June 2012 primary, state
figures show. Republican regis-
tration was flat, Democrats fell
two percentage points and In-
dependents fell one percent-
age point. Totals of registered
Democrats have been trending
down in the state as current
totals are 4 points less than
2006 general election figures.

The Democrats hold ma-
jorities in 17 counties includ-
ing the northeast corner of the
state and southwest on the
Pine Ridge reservation. There
are pockets of Democrats
along the southeast and north-

west banks of the Missouri
river as well. The other 49
counties in the state are domi-
nated by Republicans.

Chairman of the South
Dakota Republican Party Craig
Lawrence was happy to see
the Republicans eke out a ma-
jority over Democrats in
Brown County, home of Ab-
erdeen.

“That’s a seismic event,”
Lawrence said. “They had a
definite county effort and it
paid off for them.”

Both Lawrence and Zach
Crago, executive director for
the South Dakota Democratic
Party, said their parties plan
to wait until after the primary
to focus on registering more
voters. Registration closed
Monday for the primary elec-
tion on June 3.

Secretary of State Jason

Gant’s office is promoting a
free mobile app that provides
personalized voting informa-
tion. 

It’s available for Apple and
Android devices and can be
downloaded from the Secre-
tary of State’s website. 

Users can see where they
vote, what’s on their ballot
and other voter registration
and election information.

Registered voters can cast
their ballots early with absen-
tee voting by mail or at county
courthouses. Officials have
sent out about 4,700 ballots
and received about 3,400
back. Absentee voting ends
June 2, the day before the
election.

Registered voters must
bring photo identification to
the polls or sign a personal
identification affidavit.

LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — A
Nebraska man who partici-
pated in a gruesome, cult-re-
lated murder in 1985 was
granted a rare commutation
Tuesday that will end his life-
time parole sentence later
this year.

The Nebraska Board of
Pardons voted unanimously
to grant Timothy
Haverkamp’s request to stop
his parole supervision.
Haverkamp was released
from his prison in 2009 after
serving 23 years of a 10-

years-to-life sentence.
The state Pardons Board

— made up of the governor,
secretary of state and attor-
ney general — rarely com-
mutes sentences in murder
cases. But board members
noted that Haverkamp has
met all of his parole require-
ments, held a regular job,
and built a support base that
includes friends and family.

Haverkamp said he asked
for an end to his lifetime pa-
role so that he might one
day leave Nebraska, possibly

to live closer to his aging
parents in Kansas.
Haverkamp said his current
situation requires him to file
paperwork before leaving
the state, which could create
delays if a parent were to
grow sick or die.

“For right now, it’s not re-
ally going to affect anything,”
he said. “I’m still going to
keep the same job, live the
same place, and do the same
things I’ve been doing. But
yes, eventually, I want to
move to a different state —

move somewhere where I
have family.”

Haverkamp, 52, was con-
victed of second-degree mur-
der for his role in the torture
and murder of James Thimm,
a fellow cult member, at a
farm compound near Rulo in
southeast Nebraska. He
pleaded guilty and later testi-
fied against cult leader
Michael Ryan, who remains
on death row. Haverkamp
was also a key witness
against Ryan’s son, Dennis
Ryan.
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