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BROADCAST STATIONS

 PBS
 KUSD ^ 8 ^

Curious 
George

Arthur Å 
(DVS)

WordGirl 
Å (DVS)

Wild 
Kratts Å

Martha 
Speaks

Nightly 
Business 
Report

PBS NewsHour (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

Washing-
ton Week

Charlie 
Rose

McLaugh-
lin Group

Market to 
Market Å

Rock Garden Tour 
High Wide and Hand-
some

Dakota 
Life

BBC 
World 
News

Charlie Rose (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

Tavis Smi-
ley (N) Å

America’s 
Heartlnd

Death and the Civil 
War: American Expe-
rience (In Stereo)

 KTIV $ 4 $ Queen Latifah Ellen DeGeneres News 4 News News 4 Ent Dateline NBC (N) (In Stereo) Å Crossbones Å News 4 Tonight Show Seth Meyers Daly News 4 Extra (N)

 NBC
 KDLT % 5 %

The Doctors (In Ste-
reo) Å

Judge 
Judy Å

Judge 
Judy Å

KDLT 
News 
(N) Å

NBC 
Nightly 
News (N)

KDLT 
News 
(N) Å

The Big 
Bang 
Theory

Dateline NBC (N) (In Stereo) Å Crossbones Pirates 
steal an important 
device. Å

KDLT 
News 
(N) Å

The Tonight Show 
Starring Jimmy Fallon 
(In Stereo) Å

Late Night With Seth 
Meyers (In Stereo) Å

Last Call 
With Car-
son Daly

(Off Air)

 KCAU ) 6 ) Dr. Phil Å The Dr. Oz Show News at ABC News Inside Shark Tank Å What Would 20/20 Å News Jimmy Kimmel Live Nightline Paid Inside Paid FamFeud

 CBS
 KELO + 3 +

Dr. Phil (In Stereo) Å The Dr. Oz Show 
Health traps; orange 
foods. Å

News CBS 
Evening 
News

News Entertain-
ment 
Tonight

Undercover Boss “Do-
nato’s” (In Stereo) Å

Hawaii Five-0 One of 
Grover’s friends disap-
pears. Å

Blue Bloods A suspect 
Jamie was pursuing 
is killed.

News Late Show With 
David Letterman (In 
Stereo) Å

The Late Late Show 
With Craig Ferguson 
(N) Å

News The Insid-
er (N) Å

Weather 
NOW

 ABC
 KSFY ` 7 `

Jeopardy! 
(N) Å

Inside 
Edition 
(N) Å

The Ellen DeGeneres 
Show (N) (In Ste-
reo) Å

KSFY 
News at 5 
in HD

ABC 
World 
News

KSFY 
News at 6 
in HD

Wheel of 
Fortune 
(N) Å

Shark Tank Mobile 
fitness company for 
kids. Å

What Would You Do? 
(In Stereo) Å

20/20 (In Stereo) Å KSFY 
News at 
10 in HD

Jimmy Kimmel Live 
(In Stereo) Å

Nightline 
(N) Å

Free 
Money For 
You!

Extra 
(N) Å

Paid Pro-
gram

Paid Pro-
gram

 KMEG . 13 & The Doctors Å Jdg Judy Jdg Judy News CBS Jeopardy Wheel Undercover Boss Hawaii Five-0 Å Blue Bloods Å News Letterman Ferguson Paid Paid Paid

 FOX
 KTTW 5 9 _

Maury Tests reveal the 
heartbreaking truth. Å

Bethenny Michelle 
Buteau; Loni Love. (N) 
(In Stereo) Å

Steve Harvey (In 
Stereo) Å

The 
Middle Å

The 
Middle Å

24: Live Another Day 
“Day 9: 3:00 P.M.-4:00 
P.M.”

Gang Related Ryan 
finds himself falling for 
Jessica.

Modern 
Family Å

Modern 
Family Å

The Arsenio Hall 
Show (In Stereo) Å

Dish Na-
tion Å

The Test (In Stereo) Å RightThis-
Minute 
(N)

TMZ (N) Å First 
Business 
(N) Å

 KLKN   The Dr. Oz Show Dr. Phil Å News ABC News Ent Shark Tank Å What Would 20/20 Å News Jimmy Kimmel Live Nightline Katie Å Outd’r Carpet
 KOLN   Ellen DeGeneres First Jeopardy 10/11 CBS News Wheel Undercover Boss Hawaii Five-0 Å Blue Bloods Å News Letterman Ferguson Paid Inside Hitch
 KPTH   Steve Harvey Å Middle Middle Big Bang Big Bang Mod Fam Mod Fam 24: Live-Day Gang Related News at Two Men Arsenio Hall Two Men Mother 30 Rock 30 Rock Office Office
 KSCB  97 S Ade Bill Win Love- Benny Z. Levitt Creflo D. Jewish J. Hagee Parsley Joni Marcus and Joni V’Impe Jewish Hour of Cope Life To J. Meyer Sound Travel Global Marcus 
 KSIN  99 , Martha Arthur WordGirl Wild Curious PBS NewsHour (N) Iowa In Wash Iowa Pr’s Market American Masters Å Business Time/By Death in Paradise (Off Air)
 KXNE   ( Peg Cat in Curious Arthur WordGirl Wild PBS NewsHour (N) Yoga-Secret Tommy Emmanuel Night of the Proms Yoga-Secret (Off Air)

PAY CHANNELS

 HBO  17 (401)
›› “Jack the Giant Slayer” 
(2013) Nicholas Hoult. Å

› “Armageddon” (1998) Bruce Willis. A hero tries to save 
Earth from an asteroid. (In Stereo) Å

›› “Warm Bodies” (2013) Nicho-
las Hoult. (In Stereo)

Face Off, 
Max

Real Time With Bill 
Maher Å

VICE Å Real Time With Bill 
Maher Å

VICE Å ›› “Ted” (2012, Comedy) Mark Wahlberg, 
Mila Kunis. (In Stereo) Å

 HBO2  432 (405) Normal ›› “Beautiful Creatures” (2013) (In Stereo) Å “Dodgeball: Underdog” Last ›› “Fast & Furious 6” (2013) Å Boxing (N) Å Boxing (N) Å ››› “Pitch Perfect” (2012) (In Stereo)

 MAX  441 (420)
“Re-
bound”

›› “Mama” (2013) Jessica Chas-
tain. (In Stereo) Å

›› “House of Wax” (2005, Horror) Elisha 
Cuthbert. (In Stereo) Å

›› “Snitch” (2013) Dwayne Johnson, Barry 
Pepper. (In Stereo) Å

›› “Now You See Me” (2013) Jesse Eisen-
berg, Mark Ruffalo. (In Stereo) Å

Topless 
Prophet

Femme 
Fatales

››› “War of the Worlds” (2005) Tom Cruise, 
Dakota Fanning. (In Stereo) Å

 MAX2 ››› “Argo” (2012) Å ›› “The Campaign” (2012) ››› “The World’s End” (2013) Å ›› “2 Guns” (2013) (In Stereo) Å Co-Ed Co-Ed ››› “The 40-Year-Old Virgin” (2005) ››› “Argo” Å
 SHOW  451 (435) ›› “W.” (2008) Josh Brolin. (In Stereo) ›› “Judge Dredd” (1995) (In Stereo) › “Scary Movie V” (2013) Penny Dreadful Nurse The 2014 AVN Awards (N) Californ. Jim Rome, Sho D.L. Hughley: Clear
 SHOW2 ›› “Notting Hill” (1999) Julia Roberts. Dana Gould: Wrong ›› “Sinister” (2012) Ethan Hawke. Years of Living Californ. Nurse ››› “The Master” (2012) Joaquin Phoenix. Å Andrew Dice Clay Blitz Å
 TMC  461 (455) “Complicit” (2013) David Oyelowo. Å ››› “Byzantium” (2012) (In Stereo) ›› “Diary of a Mad Black Woman” ››› “The Best Man” (1999) Å ››› “Hustle & Flow” (2005, Drama) ››› “21 Grams”

CABLE STATIONS
 A&E  57 I The First 48 Å The First 48 Å The First 48 Å The First 48 Å The First 48 Å The First 48 Å The First 48 Å The First 48 Å The First 48 Å The First 48 Å The First 48 Å
 AMC  41 V ››› “The Green Mile” (1999, Drama) Tom Hanks. Å ››› “The Matrix” (1999) Keanu Reeves. Å ››› “The Matrix Reloaded” (2003) Keanu Reeves. Å ›› “The Matrix Revolutions” (2003)
 ANPL  19 K Treehouse Masters Treehouse Masters Treehouse Masters Treehouse Masters No Lim No Lim Treehouse Treehouse Masters Treehouse Treehouse Masters No Lim No Lim Treehouse Masters
 BRAVO  25 W ›››› “Titanic” (1997, Historical Drama) Leonardo DiCaprio, Kate Winslet. ›› “Pearl Harbor” (2001, War) Ben Affleck. Premiere. ›› “Pearl Harbor” (2001, War) Ben Affleck, Josh Hartnett. Housewives/OC
 CMTV  38 Ω Extrm. Extreme Makeover Reba Reba Reba Reba Reba ’70s ’70s › “Wild Hogs” (2007) Tim Allen, John Travolta. Å ››› “The Big Lebowski” (1998) Jeff Bridges. Premiere.
 CNBC  53 T Closing Bell (N) Fast Money (N) Mad Money (N) Amer. Greed Ultimate Factories Ultimate Factories Ultimate Factories Ultimate Factories Ultimate Factories Ultimate Factories Paid Paid
 CNN  33 Q Jake Tapper The Situation Room (N) Crossfire E. B. OutFront Anderson Cooper CNN Tonight (N) Spotlight Unguard Inside Man Inside Man Spotlight Unguard CNN Special
 COM  45 ≠ Sunny Futurama Futurama Futurama South Pk Tosh.0 Colbert Daily Futurama Futurama Key Key Key Tosh.0 ›› “American Pie 2” (2001) Å ›› “Jackass 3.5” (2011, Comedy) Å
 CSPAN  49 1 Capitol Hill Key Capitol Hill Hearings Speeches. Key Capitol Hill Hearings Speeches. Key Capitol Hill Hearings Speeches. Key Capitol Hill Hearings Speeches. Key Capitol Hill Hearings Speeches.
 DISC  34 L Alaskan Bush Alaskan Bush Naked Castaway Naked and Afraid Naked and Afraid Naked and Afraid Chrome Under. Naked and Afraid Chrome Under. Naked and Afraid Naked and Afraid
 DISN  64 D I Didn’t Dog Dog Dog Jessie Jessie Dog Austin ››› “The Muppets” (2011) (In Stereo) Austin Jessie Dog Good Jessie Austin Good Jessie Dog Cheetah
 DISXD  65 (103) But Phineas “Wizards of Waverly Place: The Movie” Mickey Lab Rats Lab Rats Kickin’ It Crash Crash Crash Slug Zeke Zeke Kings Pac-Man But But Max Pack
 E!TV  51 Æ Sex-City Sex-City Sex-City Sex-City Sex-City Sex-City E! News (N) E! News Fashion Police (N) Fashion Police Chelsea E! News Chelsea Fashion Police Kristin Soup
 ENC  400 (480) ›› “Boogeyman” (2005) ››› “Independence Day” (1996) Will Smith. ››› “Iron Man 3” (2013) (In Stereo) ››› “Superman: The Movie” (1978) Å ››› “Robocop” (1987) Peter Weller. Un
 ESPN  28 8 NFL Live (N) Å Around Pardon SportsCenter (N) (Live) Å NBA Countdown (N) NBA Basketball Indiana Pacers at Miami Heat. (N) SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N)
 ESPN2  29 9 Question Question ESPN FC (N) Football Pardon College Softball Update College Softball Olbermann (N) Baseball Tonight NBA Olbermann Å
 EWTN  74 ± Truth Cross St. Joan of Arc News Lectio Daily Mass Å Life on the Rock News Rosary Cross Consum Parables Women Daily Mass Å Life on the Rock News Campus
 FAM  62 H ›› “Stick It” (2006) Jeff Bridges. ›› “The Last Song” (2010, Drama) Miley Cyrus. ›› “The Prince & Me” (2004) Julia Stiles. The 700 Club Å Prince Prince Prince Prince Paid Paid
 FOOD  56 ? Food Network Star Food Network Star Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners, Drive Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners, Drive
 FS1  63 < NASCAR Racing Setup NASCAR Racing NASCAR Race Hub Monster Jam Å MLB Whiparound FOX Sports Live (N) FOX Sports Live (N) FOX Sports Live (N) FOX Sports Live
 FX  23 X “Austin Powers” Two Men Two Men Mother Mother Mother Mother ››› “Star Trek” (2009, Science Fiction) Chris Pine, Zachary Quinto. ››› “Star Trek” (2009, Science Fiction) Chris Pine, Zachary Quinto.
 FXNWS  50 P Neil Cavuto The Five (N) Special Report Greta Van Susteren The O’Reilly Factor The Kelly File (N) Hannity (N) The O’Reilly Factor The Kelly File Hannity Greta Van Susteren
 FOXSP  35 ; Polaris Dumbest Car Warriors Å N Sun Twins MLB Baseball Minnesota Twins at New York Yankees. (N) Twins 3 Wide Dumbest N Sun Hard Charge MLB Baseball: Twins at Yankees
 GOLF  55 (310) PGA Tour Golf Central PGA Tour Golf PGA Tour Golf Memorial Tournament, Second Round. Central PGA Tour Golf
 HALL  22 A Little House/Prairie The Waltons Å The Waltons Å The Waltons Å The Waltons Å Middle Middle Middle Middle Golden Golden Golden Golden Frasier Frasier Frasier Frasier
 HGTV  54 B First Pla. First Pla. First Pla. First Pla. First Pla. First Pla. Hunt Intl Hunters Water Homes Island Island Hunters Hunt Intl Hunters Hunt Intl Island Island Hunters Hunt Intl Hunters Hunt Intl
 HIST  46 O Slang Slang American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers
 KAUN  15 6 Robin Beauty Highway to Heaven McCoys Ozzie Bishop Bishop I Spy Naked City Route 66 Cold Squad Å Cold Case Files Da Vinci’s Inquest Paid Paid
 KWSD  12 . Adam-12 Adam-12 Emergency! Rifleman Rifleman M*A*S*H M*A*S*H Gilligan Happy Heroes Kotter OddCple OddCple Zone Perry Mason Å Dragnet Adam-12 Gallery Hitchcock Hr.
 LIFE  58 = Wife Swap Å Wife Swap Å Betty Betty Betty Betty Betty Betty Wife Swap Å Celeb.-Swap Little Women: LA Betty Betty Wife Swap Å Celeb.-Swap
 MSNBC  66 R Alex Wagner The Ed Show (N) PoliticsNation (N) Hardball Matthews All In With Chris Rachel Maddow Lockup Lockup: N.M. Lockup: Raw Lockup: Raw Lockup: Pendleton
 NGEO  108 (152) Diggers Diggers Diggers Diggers The Unbeatables The Leg The Leg Diggers Diggers Diggers Diggers Ice Holes Ice Holes Diggers Diggers Ice Holes Ice Holes Diggers Diggers The Leg The Leg
 NICK  32 E Parents Parents Sponge. Sponge. Sponge. Sponge. Sponge. Sam & Sam & Sam & Full H’se Full H’se Full H’se Full H’se Friends Friends Friends Å Friends George George George
 RFDTV   (131) Wagoner Country Rural America Live Farmwk. Gilley’s Jimmy Rural Family Reunion JoeyRory Reporter Profess. Rodeo Penny G Virginia Paid Paid Paid American Voices Paid
 SPIKE  30 ¨ Cops Cops Cops Jail Å Cops Cops Cops ›› “Walking Tall” (2004) The Rock. › “Law Abiding Citizen” (2009) Jamie Foxx. ››› “Air Force One” (1997) Harrison Ford, Gary Oldman.
 STARZ  417 (465) ›› “National Treasure” ›› “The Call” (2013) Å › “Mission to Mars” (2000) (In Stereo) › “Grown Ups 2” (2013) Å ›› “National Treasure” (2004) Nicolas Cage. ›› “The Call” (2013) Å Grown 2
 SYFY  44 N ››› “Star Runners” (2009) ›› “Lockout” (2012) Guy Pearce. WWE Friday Night SmackDown! (N) Continuum (N) Wil Whe. Continuum Wil Whe. Heroes of Cosplay “Witchslayer Gretl”
 TBS  36 Y Friends Friends Friends Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld ››› “Wedding Crashers” (2005) Owen Wilson. ››› “Wedding Crashers” (2005) Owen Wilson. Deal › “Land of the Lost” (2009)
 TCM  76 U Blue ›› “Moonfleet” (1955) Å ››› “While the City Sleeps” (1956) ›› “Newsfront” (1978) Bill Hunter. ›› “Sunday Too Far Away” ››› “The Chant of Jimmie Blacksmith” (1978) “Devil’s Plygrnd”
 TLC  43 M The Big Day The Big Day The Big Day The Big Day The Big Day The Big Day Gown Gown The Big Day Gown Gown The Big Day The Big Day
 TNT  37 [ Castle “Ghosts” Castle Å (DVS) Castle Å (DVS) Castle Å (DVS) ››› “The Lincoln Lawyer” (2011) Å (DVS) ››› “The Score” (2001) Robert De Niro. Å ››› “Mystic River” (2003) Å
 TOON  42 F Total Total Adven Adven Teen Gumball Adven Regular King/Hill King/Hill Cleve Cleve American American Fam Guy Fam Guy Chicken Aqua Squidbill. American American Fam Guy
 TRAV  24 J Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures Bizarre Foods Food Food Bizarre Foods Mysteries-Museum Mysteries-Museum Mysteries-Museum Mysteries-Museum Mysteries-Museum Mysteries-Museum
 TRUTV  52 Ø Wipeout Å Wipeout Å Most Shocking Lizard Lizard Lizard Lizard Lizard Lizard Lizard Lizard Lizard Lizard Lizard Lizard Lizard Lizard Lizard Lizard
 TVLND  47 G Walker, Ranger Walker, Ranger Cleve Cleve Cleve Cleve Cleve Cleve Comedy Tribute to Don Rickles King King King of Queens King Raymond Raymond Raymond
 UNI   μ El Gordo y la Flaca Primer Impacto (N) Casa Notic. De Que Te Quiero Por Siempre Lo Que la Vida Qué Pobres Impacto Noticiero Familia-Suerte Amorcito Corazón Con Casa
 USA  31 Z NCIS “Recruited” NCIS “Freedom” NCIS Å NCIS “Defiance” Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Playing ››› “Juno” (2007) Ellen Page. Å ›› “The Switch”
 VH1  39 º Saturday Night Live in the 2000s Hit the Floor Love, Hip Hop › “Honey 2” (2011) Katerina Graham. (In Stereo) Hit the Floor Marry La La Hollywood Exes Love, Hip Hop Hip Hop
 WE  124 > Bo. Ma. Boot Camp Ma. Boot Camp Marriage Boot Camp Ma. Boot Camp Marriage- Stars Mystery Millionaire Marriage- Stars Marriage- Stars Mystery Millionaire Marriage- Stars
 WGN   2 Law Order: CI Law Order: CI Funny Videos Funny Videos MLB Baseball Chicago Cubs at Milwaukee Brewers. (N) Å Mother Mother Parks Parks Parks 30 Rock 30 Rock Sunny
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along with me” concept of the
band’s early days.

As time passed, the band gradu-
ally moved away from the spoof
identity to become “A Bombastic
Celebration of Arena Rock.” 

The Hairball playlist includes 30
to 40 rock stars, with the show
moving seamlessly from one artist
to another, Happy said. The act has
added more singers, which pro-
vides more flexibility for the show.

“It used to be that we had to do
the most elaborate costumes at the
beginning of the show,” he said.
“While one guy was out there doing
Ozzy, the other guy was getting
ready for Alice Cooper or Twisted
Sister. Now, with more singers, we
have more time to change up the
show.”

The backstage wardrobe and
make-up changes have become a
smooth-running machine, Happy
said.

“We have a pit crew with us,” he
said. “Somebody is always there
with the wardrobe, laying out the
boots and jacket. And we can ad-
just if we have any big production
changes that require different out-
fits.”

While getting wild and crazy,
Hairball remains a family-friendly
act for all-age venues such as
Ribfest, Happy said. “It’s a perform-
ance that we’re giving. It’s not Mari-
lyn Manson shock rock,” he said.

“Hairball is a very edgy rock
show. You have that feeling that
something is going down here. It’s
big and loud. It’s fiery,” he said.
“There’s no need for us to throw
out vulgarity or profanity. I’m going
to scare you with the fire on-stage,
with my guitar. You’re going to
wonder what’s going to happen
next, what moves I’ll make on-
stage, or I come off stage some-
times.”

PLAYING WITH THE STARS
Hairball doesn’t just imperson-

ate some of the greatest rockers of

all time — the band has played
with them. Hairball performed as
back-up band for two benefit
shows last December in Las Vegas
and Phoenix. The shows featured
Alice Cooper, Tom Keifer of Cin-
derella, Dee Snider of Twisted Sis-
ter, Stephen Pearcy of Ratt, Jack
Blades of Night Ranger, Vince Neil
with Motley Crue, Kip Winger and
others.

According to the Hairball web-
site, Alice Cooper called them the
“best cover band I have ever seen.”

Hairball has also worked with
Dee Snider for Camp Hometown
Heroes, a free week-long overnight
summer camp for children and
younger siblings of fallen U.S. serv-
ice members.

In addition, Hairball has worked
with Chuck Brennan’s Rock and
Roll Academy in Sioux Falls. The
state-of-the-art music facility allows
young people to explore their musi-
cal talent and has brought rock
icons to the academy.

“Chuck raised $1 million to keep
his facility running and staffed,”
Happy said of the Las Vegas
fundraiser for the Sioux Falls acad-
emy. “Two nights later, we were in
Phoenix doing the same thing for
Alice Cooper’s Solid Rock Founda-
tion.”

Happy said he has found it un-
believable to share the stage with
some of the biggest names, who
are also some of the most down-to-
earth people.

“That’s why they’re big (stars)
and why Hairball does a cover
show about them,” he said.

Closer to home, Hairball plays
the Sturgis motorcycle rally every
year.

“It’s a great stage and packed
with a few thousand fans every
night,” he said of the Sturgis con-
certs. “Any time I can plug into a
full show like that, it’s a great day.”

Hairball has also gone global
with its music. Last September, the
band played in London for the Na-
tional Football League game be-
tween the Minnesota Vikings and
Pittsburgh Steelers. The London
gig came through Hairball’s Min-
nesota connection and band mem-
bers who are Vikings season ticket

holders, Happy said. The band has
also worked with Minneapolis
sports radio station KFAN.

“We’re just Minnesotans, and it
made sense for us to go over (to
London). It was a great chance to
spend a week there,” Happy said.
“It was mainly to entertain our lo-
cals. A lot of big fans were coming
over for the game, and we had all
the local newscasters.”

Hairball received unexpected
celebrity treatment when they
“crossed the pond.”

“It was the first time that we
were ever exposed to the red car-
pet,” Happy said. “We went out for
a cheeseburger around the corner,
and when we came back, they were
doing the big red carpet and there
were 20 photographers welcoming
us to London.”

RELIVING AN ERA
Happy, a Minnesota native,

joined Hairball about two years
after it started and has been with
the band for about 12 years. He
was playing in an Atlanta band with
professional wrestler Chris Jericho
before returning to his home state.

“They were great musicians (in
Atlanta), but it was really cool to
get back to Minnesota,” Happy
said. “I didn’t think I would come
back and play other people’s music
again.”

However, Hairball offers some-
thing different, Happy said.

“We celebrate all the things I
think are cool,” he said. “Some-
times, the line between audience
and band is one of the thinnest
lines. We all just come together and
celebrate this type of showman-
ship that we call arena rock.”

Hairball helps capture an impor-
tant era, Happy said.

“With pre-Internet, there was
the mystique that let you use your
imagination when you opened up a
“KISS Live 2” record or held that
ticket for the concert coming in
two months,” he said. “Nowadays,
you have YouTube and other sites.
You don’t have to wait to see them
perform.”

Hairball also brings back the so-
cial aspects of concerts, Happy
said.

“Rather than sitting on Face-
book or staring at their phones and
posting things, people would go to
concerts and see live music. There
were arena groups,” he said. “Now,
those groups are still touring and
doing arenas. There are some very
expensive (ticket prices), but they
are still selling out.”

Happy recalled attending his
first concert, KISS, in 1978 when he
was in middle school. His first
records included Elton John, the
Doobie Brothers and Boston. He
was also a big Alice Cooper fan.

“There was a level of showman-
ship that I still don’t think is out-
done. When you think about Alice
Cooper, back in the Billion Dollar
Babies tour, he made a strong pro-
duction statement, with as big and
bold a theatrics as what happens
with the modern shows. And look
at what KISS has been doing,” he
said.

“Not that many (of today’s
artists) top it as far as overall as-
sault on all of your senses. It’s still
the book that is being followed
today, the only difference is just
more technology. But they always
try to make the modern recordings
sound old, like vintage sounds.”

Hairball also brings back the
late artists such as Freddie Mer-
cury of Queen, stirring memories
for older audience members and
providing an experience no longer
available for younger fans. Happy
points to the energy that arises
from their concert scenes.

“Hairball gives you that feeling
like when you were in high school
and saw those groups,” Happy said.
“Hairball hits all cylinders and age
groups. You have kids who are 12
years old and singing the words to
‘Sweet Child O’ Mine’ (by Guns N’
Roses) and having a good time with
‘Rock and Roll All Night.’”

Happy respectfully disagrees
with some of today’s artists when it
comes to stage theatrics.

“Adele says music is for the ears
and not for the eyes. Well, you have
fun with that,” he said. “At the end
of the day, I like the crazy costumes.
I like to see the fireworks go off.
Where it’s time to act first and think
second, that’s the Hairball show.”

People of all walks of life —

even the president of the United
States — need to rock on and let
loose, Happy said.

“Sooner or later, you go out and
have a good time, dance and let it
go,” he said. “That’s why there’s
Hairball. We’re the right tool for the
job, and it’s important work.”

It’s also been widespread work,
with Hairball logging 60,000 to
80,000 miles annually on the band’s
vehicles. And that doesn’t include
flights to Mexico, England and
other venues.

“We started from the Midwest,
and we really looked at taking it to
the entire world,” Happy said. “I
think Hairball would be spectacular
in Japan.”

When it comes to honoring
rock’s greatest artists, Hairball will
continue taking risks, Happy said.

“Hairball is where the rock band
and theater kind of meet,” he said.
“We try to present what we feel are
the most important characters in
rock and roll history.”

Hairball will bring that same at-
titude when they play Yankton in
two weeks, Happy said.

“We know how to have a good
time and party,” he said. “It’s more
than us. We’re about the gathering,
when a couple thousand people
unite to have a good time, to re-
member or learn about some of the
greatest rock and roll and show-
manship in the planet’s history.”

Hairball takes to the Ribfest
stage at 8:30 p.m. The rest of the
free Ribfest musical line-up in-
cludes the Mitigators at noon, Mrs.
Begley & The Boys at 2 p.m., the
Austin Buescher Band at 4 p.m. and
Go Figure at 6:30 p.m.

———
For more information on Hair-

ball, visit Facebook or online at
www.hairballonline.com.

For more information on the
Yankton Ribfest, visit its Facebook
page.

You can follow Randy Dock-
endorf on Twitter at
twitter.com/RDockendorf. Discuss
this story at www.yankton.net.

Hairball
From Page 1B

NEW YORK (AP) — A sharp decline
in viewers for the season finales of
“The Voice” and “American Idol” this
week raises the question of whether
music competition shows on television
are fading out.

The year’s final “American Idol” on
Fox Wednesday was seen by fewer peo-
ple than any Idol-crowning moment
since the series began in 2002. “The
Voice” has bypassed “American Idol” in
popularity, yet Tuesday’s season-end-
ing episode was down 25 percent from
the 2013 finale, the Nielsen company
said Thursday.

“Perhaps the viewing tastes have

changed, have evolved,” said Brad
Adgate, a TV analyst for Horizon Media.
“There are ebbs and flows as to what is
a popular programming genre or not
and it seems like music competition
shows have run their course. Particu-
larly younger viewers are looking for
what’s next.”

Fox has already cancelled Simon
Cowell’s “The X-Factor” for next year.
The ratings slide for “American Idol,”
this year with judges Jennifer Lopez,
Keith Urban and Harry Connick Jr., has
been well-documented but is particu-
larly stark when looking at finales for
the past few years.

Wednesday’s show, where North
Carolina rocker Caleb Johnson became
the season 13 champion, was seen by
10.1 million viewers, Nielsen said. The
season finale reached 14.3 million peo-
ple last year, 21.5 million in 2012 and
29.3 million in 2011. That’s down 66
percent in three years.

This year’s show had a 9 share
among viewers aged 18-to-49, meaning
9 percent of viewers in that age group
watching TV at the time were watching
“Idol.” The show’s peak was in 2006,
when 36.4 million people watched the
finale, which had a 36 share among
younger viewers.

Fox has taken the show’s downfall
into account in scheduling, saying it
will air fewer hours next season and in
many weeks only one episode instead
of two.

“‘Idol’ is not going to come back to
be the ratings champion it once was,”
said Kevin Reilly, Fox’s entertainment
chief. “But we believe the show can be
on for many years to come.”

“The Voice” decline is in some ways
more alarming, because it has been a
linchpin in NBC’s comeback since start-
ing in 2011. Tuesday’s finale, where
Usher team member Josh Kaufman
won the top prize, reached 11.7 million

viewers. That’s down from the 14 mil-
lion who saw the conclusion of the last
competition in December, and the 15.6
million who watched last spring.

Jeff Bader, NBC’s top scheduling ex-
ecutive, said “The Voice” had stiffer
competition this week than last year,
when the season ended in June.

NBC has not changed its pattern for
“The Voice” next season, expecting to
air two episodes each week and sepa-
rate competitions in the fall and spring.
Bader said he expects having Gwen Ste-
fani and Pharrell replace Shakira and
Cee Lo Green as judges will invigorate
the show.

‘American Idol,’ ’The Voice’ Hit Sour Notes In The Ratings


