
BY TODD PITMAN
Associated Press

KATHMANDU, Nepal — 
The 15-year-old boy had been 
buried alive under the rubble 
of this quake-stricken capital 
for � ve days, listening to 
bulldozers clearing mountains 
of debris, fearful the incessant 
aftershocks might � nally col-
lapse the darkened crevice he 
was trapped in.

And then, “all of the 
sudden I saw light,” Pempa Ta-
mang said, recounting the mo-
ment Thursday he was pulled 
from a hole at the bottom of 
what was once a seven-story 
building in Kathmandu.

Tamang did not know 
whether he was alive or dead. 
“I thought I was hallucinating,” 
he said.

The improbable rescue 
was an uplifting moment 
in Nepal, which has been 
overwhelmed by death 
and destruction since the 
7.8-magnitude earthquake hit 
Saturday. By late Thursday, 
the government said the toll 
from the tremor, the most 
powerful recorded here since 
1934, had risen to 6,130 dead 
and 13,827 injured.

After night fell, police 
reported another dramatic 
rescue: A woman in her 20s, 
Krishna Devi Khadka, was 
pulled from a building in the 
same neighborhood as Ta-
mang near Kathmandu’s main 
bus terminal, according to an 
of� cer who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because he 
wasn’t authorized to talk to 
the media.

“Life has become a struggle 
to survive. It gives us hope,” 
said Hans Raj Joshi, who 
watched Tamang’s rescue. “We 
thought they were only bring-
ing out the dead. It’s hard to 
believe people are still alive.”

When Tamang was � nally 
extricated, rescue workers 
inserted an IV in his arm, 
propped him onto a yellow 
plastic stretcher — the same 
kind that has helped convey 
countless dead — and carried 
him through the ruins on their 
shoulders as if he was a newly 
crowned king.

Lines of police stood on 
both sides, keeping back mobs 
of bystanders and journalists. 
A dazed Tamang, wearing a 
dark shirt with the New York 
Yankees logo and the words 
“New York Authentic,” blinked 
at the bright sky.

When the procession 
turned a corner and entered 
the main road outside, there 
was a sound Kathmandu 
hadn’t heard in days: the 
jubilant cheers of thousands 
of ecstatic onlookers.

Nepal, however, is far 
from normal. More than 
70 aftershocks have been 
recorded in the Himalayan 
region by Indian scientists in 
the past � ve days, according 
to J.L. Gautam, the director 
of seismology at the Indian 

Meteorological Department in 
New Delhi.

Shortages of food and 
water and worry over the fate 
of relatives have triggered 
an exodus from the capital, 
prompting thousands to 
board buses provided by the 
government to their rural 
hometowns. 

“I have to get home. It has 
already been so many days,” 
said Shanti Kumari, with her 
7-year-old daughter, who was 
desperate to see family in her 
home village in eastern Nepal. 
“I want to get at least a night 
of peace.”

Although small shops have 
begun reopening, and the 
once ubiquitous tent cities 
have begun thinning out, an 
air of desperation remains. 
“We’re still feeling aftershocks. 
It still doesn’t feel safe,” said 
Prabhu Dutta, a 27-year-old 
banker from Kathmandu. 

Some residents have begun 
returning to work, including 
at Dutta’s bank, but he said 
it was impossible to concen-
trate. “We roam around the 
of� ce. We only have one topic 
of conversation: the earth-
quake.”

Tamang’s dark hair was di-

sheveled, and he looked weak 
and tired but otherwise � ne as 
he recounted his story in an 
Israeli � eld hospital.

When Saturday’s quake 
began at 11:56 a.m., Tamang 
said he was having lunch with 
a friend in the hotel where he 
worked. As he ran downstairs, 
they shook. He saw walls 
cracking, ceilings caving in.

He was in the basement 
when “suddenly the build-
ing fell down. I thought I was 
about to die,” he told report-
ers. Tamang fainted, and when 
he regained consciousness, he 
could see little but darkness. 

He was buried face down 
in a tiny crevice deep in the 
rubble. He was terri� ed.

For days, Tamang survived 
on two cans of ghee, or clari-
� ed butter. He rested his head 
on chunks of concrete and 
broken piece of corrugated 
aluminum roof.

One Nepalese team had 
begun combing the rubble 
in Tamang’s neighborhood, 
a place they had found 
another survivor Monday. 
They cried out and knocked 
on broken concrete slabs, and 
then listened closely for any 
response.

Mostly there was silence. 
But when an of� cer named 
L. Bahadu Basnet, shouted 
“Is anyone there?” he was 
shocked to get a reply.
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Fall Of Saigon Remembered
HO CHI MINH CITY, Vietnam (AP) — As the Marines 

scrambled to the roof of the U.S. Embassy, they locked a 
chain-link gate on every other � oor to slow the throng of 
panicked Vietnamese civilians sure to come behind them. 
They knew if the crowd pushed through to the top, they 
could easily be overrun by hundreds of people desperate 
to get a seat on one of the last helicopters out of Saigon.

The men barricaded the rooftop door using heavy � re 
extinguishers and wall lockers and waited nervously as Vi-
etnamese gathered outside rammed a � re truck through an 
embassy entrance. They could hear looting going on below 
and watched as cars were driven away and everything from 
couch cushions to refrigerators was carted out of the of-
� ces. South Vietnamese soldiers stripped off their uniforms 
and threw them into the street, out of fear they would be 
shot on sight by the northern enemy.

It was still dark when the U.S. ambassador left the roof 
on a helicopter around 5 a.m. April 30, 1975. A message 
went out over the radio with his code name, “Tiger, Tiger, 
Tiger,” followed by “Tiger out,” to signal that the diplomat 
was en route to safety.

As the sun came out, the remaining Marines realized 
they had been forgotten. The pilots mistakenly believed 
that the call meant everyone had been evacuated. The 
Marines had no way to contact U.S. airmen ferrying Viet-
namese allies and Americans to aircraft carriers offshore 
because their radio signals didn’t carry that far.

The last U.S. servicemen in Vietnam were stuck alone 
atop the embassy, hoping someone would realize they were 
there before the city fell to rapidly advancing communist 
forces.

Germany Foils Suspected Attack
BERLIN (AP) — German authorities foiled what they 

believe may have been an imminent Boston Marathon-style 
attack on a professional cycling race planned for Friday, 
seizing a cache of weapons, including a pipe bomb, and 
chemicals that can be used to make explosives in a raid on 
a suspected Islamic extremist’s home outside Frankfurt.

Authorities detained a 35-year-old Turkish-German man 
and his 34-year-old Turkish wife in the raid in the town of 
Oberursel. The couple, whose names weren’t released in 
line with Germany privacy rules, had been under surveil-
lance.

Security of� cials were worried that the couple may have 
been targeting the one-day Eschborn to Frankfurt race, 
which draws around 200 professional riders and thousands 
of spectators on the May Day public holiday. Police said 
the race would be canceled in case the couple had accom-
plices, or they placed as-yet undetected explosive devices 
along the route.

Suspicions were heightened when police recently 
observed the male suspect, a trained chemist, apparently 
scouting out the area where the race was due to take place, 
said Frankfurt’s chief prosecutor, Albrecht Schreiber. The 
race was supposed to pass through Oberursel.

“The result of the raid shows that our suspicions were 
con� rmed,” Schreiber told reporters Thursday at a news 
conference in Wiesbaden, the state capital of Hesse.

House Adopts Compromise GOP Budget
WASHINGTON (AP) — The House Thursday adopted a 

compromise GOP budget that promises to speed repeal of 
the President Barack Obama’s health care law while giving 
the Pentagon an additional $38 billion.

The 226-197 vote sends the non-binding budget plan to 
the Senate for a vote next week. It promises to balance the 
budget in nine years with more than $5 trillion in spending 
cuts, though Republicans make clear they aren’t interested 
in actually imposing controversial cuts to programs like 
Medicare, food stamps, Pell Grants or the traditional Med-
icaid program with follow-up legislation.

Instead, the House-Senate budget framework increases 
spending in the near term by padding war accounts by 
almost $40 billion next year. And Senate Republicans skit-
tish over politically dangerous cuts to Medicare blocked 
a House move that called for giving subsidies to future 
retirees to purchase health insurance on the open market 
instead of a guaranteed package of Medicare coverage.

Under Washington’s arcane budget process, lawmakers 
� rst adopt a budget that’s essentially a visionary docu-
ment and follow it up with binding legislation to set agency 
budgets, cut or raise taxes, and make changes to so-called 
mandatory programs like Medicare and food stamps, 
whose budgets run as if on autopilot.

Republicans tout the long-term economic bene� ts of a 
balanced budget and say it’s better to tackle the long-term 
� nancial problems of programs like Medicare and Medicaid 
sooner rather than later.

Bush Looking Beyond Primaries
HOUSTON (AP) — The man at the microphone spoke in 

a language most Republican presidential primary voters do 
not understand.

“You are part of the new wave of hope for this country,” 
Jeb Bush said in � uent Spanish to the National Hispanic 
Christian Leadership Conference this week. Switching to 
English, he said the U.S. needs immigrants for the country 
“to become young and dynamic again.”

It doesn’t seem to matter that Hispanic voters typically 
do not have much say in Republican primaries. The former 
Florida governor’s play to Hispanic values and policy goals 
has begun to shape his young political operation. Well be-
fore the � rst votes are cast for the Republican nomination 
— and even before he declares his candidacy — Bush is 
strengthening ties with Hispanic voters who will be impor-
tant in the head-to-head contest for the presidency in 2016.

At his side throughout this week’s appearances in 
Puerto Rico and Texas was Raul Henriques, a fresh-faced 
“body man” recently hired because Bush wanted a Span-
ish speaker to travel with him regularly. As well, Emily 
Benavides stood at the back of the hotel ballroom during 
Bush’s Houston address Wednesday, now on board to 
advise him on Hispanic media. And Bush’s Mexican-born 
wife, Columba, is expected to start doing more in the rising 
campaign, also with Hispanic media.

Bush primarily speaks Spanish with his wife. He has 
lived in Puerto Rico and Venezuela; he governed a state 
with a large Hispanic population — and he regularly cooks 
Latin cuisine at home.

Synthetic Drug Flakka’s Popularity Rises
FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (AP) — One man ran naked 

through a Florida neighborhood, tried to have sex with a tree 
and told police he was the mythical god Thor. Another ran 
nude down a busy city street in broad daylight, convinced a 
pack of German shepherds was pursuing him.

Two others tried separately to break into the Fort Lauderd-
ale Police Department. They said they thought people were 
chasing them; one wound up impaled on a fence.

The common element to these and other bizarre incidents 
in Florida in the last few months is � akka, an increasingly 
popular synthetic designer drug. Also known as gravel and 
readily available for $5 or less a vial, it’s a growing problem for 
police after bursting on the scene in 2013.

It is the latest in a series of synthetic drugs that include 
Ecstasy and bath salts, but of� cials say � akka is even easier 
to obtain in small quantities through the mail. Flakka’s active 
ingredient is a chemical compound called alpha-PVP, which is 
on the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration’s list of the con-
trolled substances most likely to be abused. It is usually made 
overseas in countries such as China and Pakistan.

Flakka, a derivative of the Spanish word for a thin, pretty 
woman, is usually sold in a crystal form and is often smoked 
using electronic cigarettes, which are popular with young 
people and give off no odor. It can also be snorted, injected or 
swallowed.

Scant Details From Gray 
Probe Disappoint Protesters  

BY DAVID DISHNEAU                   
AND CURT ANDERSON
Associated Press

BALTIMORE — The refusal 
of authorities to provide more 
than a few sketchy details 
about the Freddie Gray 
investigation may be legally 
appropriate, but many people 
in Baltimore were � nding it 
hard to be patient Thursday 
when police revealed next to 
nothing about the criminal 
investigation they turned over 
to the state’s attorney’s of� ce. 

Nearly two weeks after 
Gray’s death, the public still 
doesn’t know much more than 
it did on Day One. The central 
question — what caused his 
fatal spinal cord injury — 
remains a mystery. 

“The transparency is just 
not there,” the Rev. Cortly 
“C.D.” Witherspoon said after 
Police Commissioner Anthony 
Batts refused to answer any 
questions Thursday. 

Batts said his department’s 
report was delivered a day 
ahead of time to State’s Attor-
ney Marilyn Mosby, and that 
from now on, any questions 
should go to her. 

Mosby also declined to 
talk, issuing a statement 
Thursday asking “for the 
public to remain patient and 
peaceful and to trust the pro-
cess of the justice system.” 

A coalition of news media 
organizations, including The 
Associated Press, sent a let-
ter Thursday evening to the 
Baltimore Police Department 
seeking the immediate release 
of the report as information 
that would serve the public 
interest. 

With rumors � ying about 
how Gray’s spine was “80 per-
cent severed,” as his family’s 
lawyer Billy Murphy put it, 
police did release a new piece 
of information Thursday, but 
it served mostly to raise more 
questions about how truthful 
the six suspended of� cers 
have been with investigators. 

Deputy Commissioner 
Kevin Davis said investiga-
tors discovered a security 
camera recording showing 
that the police van carrying 
Gray had made a previously 
undisclosed, second stop, 
after the 25-year-old black 
man was put in leg irons and 
before the van driver made a 
third stop and called for help 
to check on his condition. The 
van then made a fourth stop, 
to pick up another passenger, 
before Gray arrived at the 
police station with the fatal 
spinal-cord injury that left him 
unresponsive. 

The Associated Press 
talked later Thursday with 
grocery store owner Jung 
Hyun Hwang, who said of� cers 
came in last week to make 
a copy. Speaking in Korean, 
he said the only other copy 
had been stolen, along with 
his video equipment, when 
looters destroyed his store 
Monday night. He told the AP 
that he didn’t see what the 
recording showed. 

Police had said Gray was 
obviously injured and asking 
for medical help when he 
was hoisted into the van on 

April 12, and unresponsive on 
arrival at the station. He died 
in a hospital after a week in a 
coma. 

Then, last week, Batts said 
the additional passenger who 
was picked up along the way 
had told investigators the 
driver did not speed, make 
sudden stops or “drive errati-
cally” during the trip, and that 
Gray was “was still moving 
around, that he was kicking 
and making noises” up until 
the van arrived at the police 
station. 

Baltimore police have 
been less forthcoming than 
police in Ferguson, Missouri, 
after white of� cer Darren 
Wilson fatally shot a black 
man, 18-year-old, Michael 
Brown, last year in an incident 
of� cially deemed self-defense. 
For example, Baltimore police 
haven’t publicly revealed the 
suspended of� cers’ races or 
disciplinary histories. 

Beyond the slim chronol-
ogy, authorities have refused 
to discuss evidence, such as 
the details of his handling 
to statements from any of 
the six suspended of� cers. 
Their names are known only 

because the AP and other 
news organizations � led pub-
lic records requests for the 
documents police � led seeking 
to have Gray charged with car-
rying a switchblade.

“I understand there are 
questions people want to have 
answered, but unfortunately, 
we can’t release any more 
about it,” Capt. J. Eric Kowalc-
zyk said. 

The forensic pathologists 
who studied Gray’s body for 
clues also aren’t making of-
� cial statements. 

Bruce Goldfarb, a spokes-
man for the Maryland State 
Medical Examiner’s Of� ce, 
told the AP Thursday that the 
of� ce has completed Gray’s 
autopsy, but the forensic 
investigation is still in process 
and no conclusions have been 
sent to police or prosecutors. 
When the report is complete, 
Goldfarb said, a copy will be 
sent to the Baltimore State’s 
Attorney’s Of� ce. 

“The autopsy has been 
done, it only takes about two 
and a half hours,” Goldfarb 
said. “The autopsy is only one 
part of the forensic investiga-
tion. The whole point is to 
determine cause and manner 
of death, and there are lab 
tests and lots of other things 
that have to be done.” 

Legal experts and the Gray 
family lawyers say secrecy 
is appropriate at this point 
in the probe, when it’s still 
possible that some witnesses 
haven’t been questioned, or 
even found. 

“By releasing too many 
details, you run the risk that 
witnesses’ testimony will 
change to mirror the details 
you have released,” said 
David S. Weinstein, a former 
federal prosecutor now in 
private practice in Miami. He 
said investigators must verify 
or corroborate much of the 
information they receive, and 
meanwhile the public could be 
misled that the probe is lead-
ing to a particular outcome.

AMY DAVIS/BALTIMORE SUN/TNS
NBA star Carmelo Anthony, far left, joins the march on 
West North Avenue in Baltimore on Thursday en route to 
City Hall as protests continue following the recent death 
of Freddie Gray while in the custody of Baltimore police. 

Two Rescued Five Days After Nepal Earthquake

JULIE MAKINEN/LOS ANGELES TIMES/TNS
The scene in Kathmandu, Nepal, where a boy was pulled 
from rubble five days after the earthquake. 


