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Pentagon Struggles With Assault Cases

WASHINGTON (AP) — It’s not against the law or military
regulations to choose not to sit with someone in the dining
hall or to unfriend them on Facebook, but in the traumatic
aftermath of a sexual assault, a victim could interpret those
moves as retaliation.

In these days when a tweet or Instagram photo can be
wielded as weapons, the Pentagon is struggling to define re-
taliation and rein in bullying or other behavior that victims
perceive as vengeful. At the same time, military leaders are
expanding efforts to better train their lower- and midlevel
commanders to detect and deal with retaliation, while also
insuring that other, more innocent actions are not misinter-
preted by assault victims.

On Friday, the Pentagon released a deeper analysis of
the sexual assault survey data made public last December.
That report acknowledges the difficulties in gathering data
about retaliation, including problems with how some of the
survey questions may have been misinterpreted and that
incidents of retaliation may have been over counted.

It’s a thorny problem for the military, in the aftermath
of a RAND study that concluded that about 60 percent of
sexual assault victims believe they have faced retaliation
from commanders or peers. Members of Congress are de-
manding swift steps to protect whistle-blowers, including
sexual assault victims who have been wronged as a result
of their reports or complaints.

Pentagon leaders said the survey questions need to
reflect what legally constitutes retaliation, which includes
taking action to discourage someone from going forward
with an assault complaint. But they also acknowledged that
often victims believe they are being retaliated against if
peers no longer invite them to parties or if they are disci-
plined for illegal drug or alcohol use in connection with the
assault.

Mothers Wonder If ‘Dead’ Kids Are Alive

ST. LOUIS (AP) — Eighteen black women who were told
decades ago that their babies had died soon after birth at
a St. Louis hospital now wonder if the infants were taken
away by hospital officials to be raised by other families.

The suspicions arose from the story of Zella Jackson
Price, who said she was 26 in 1965 when she gave birth at
Homer G. Phillips Hospital in St. Louis. Hours later, she was
told that her daughter had died, but she never saw a body
or a death certificate.

No one is sure who was responsible, but Price’s
daughter ended up in foster care, only to resurface almost
50 years later. Melanie Gilmore, who now lives in Eugene,
Oregon, has said that her foster parents always told her
she was given up by her birth mother.

Price’s attorney, Albert Watkins, is asking city and state
officials to investigate. In a letter to Gov. Jay Nixon and St.
Louis Mayor Francis Slay, Watkins said he suspects the
hospital coordinated a scheme “to steal newborns of color
for marketing in private adoption transactions.”

Gilmore’s children tracked recently down her birth
mother to mark their mother’s 50th birthday. The search
led them to the now 76-year-old Price, who lives in
suburban St. Louis.

Saudi-Yemen Border Cash Kills 3

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (AP) — Yemen’s Shiite rebels
attacked Saudi border posts, sparking fierce fighting over-
night that killed three Saudi troops and dozens of rebels,
the kingdom said. Saudi-led airstrikes continued to bomb
rebel positions inside Yemen on Friday, including a strike in
the capital, Sanaa, that killed at least 20 civilians.

The attack late Thursday by the rebels, known as Hou-
this, was the most dramatic border incident since Saudi
Arabia launched an intense campaign of airstrikes against
the rebels just over a month ago. It also brought to 11 the
number of Saudi soldiers killed so far in border skirmishes
during the air campaign.

The assault underscored how the Iran-backed Houthis
are still capable of launching major operations despite the
airstrikes that have relentlessly targeted their positions
and those of their allies — military units loyal to former
president Ali Abdullah Saleh.

The Saudi-led offensive, which started March 26, aims to
diminish the military capabilities of the Houthis, who have
overrun the Yemeni capital, Sanaa, and are advancing deep
into the country’s south.

The U.N. says at least 550 civilians have been killed so
in the war, whether from airstrikes or ground fighting.

Many Renters Use Half Income For Rent

WASHINGTON (AP) — More than one in four U.S. rent-
ers have to use at least half their family income to pay for
housing and utilities.

That’s the finding of an analysis of Census data by Enter-
prise Community Partners, a nonprofit that helps finance
affordable housing. The number of such households has
jumped 26 percent to 11.25 million since 2007.

Since the end of 2010, rental prices have surged at
nearly twice the pace of average hourly wages, accord-
ing to data from the real estate firm Zillow and the Labor
Department.

“It means making really difficult trade-offs,” said Angela
Boyd, a vice president at Enterprise Community Partners.
“There are daily financial dilemmas about making their rent

or buying groceries.”
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Tiffany Johnson, left, and Lor Chris, both of Baltimore, celebrate after the announcement of charges filed against six
Baltimore police officers in the death of Freddie Gray in Baltimore on Friday.

Rage To Relief In Baltimore
As 6 Officers Charged In Death

BY JULIET LINDERMAN AND
AMANDA LEE MYERS
Associated Press

BALTIMORE — Rage turned to relief
in Baltimore on Friday when the city’s
top prosecutor charged six police offic-
ers with felonies ranging from assault
to murder in the death of Freddie Gray.

State’s Attorney Marilyn Mosby said
Gray’s arrest was illegal and unjustified,
and that his neck was broken because
he was handcuffed, shackled and placed
head-first into a police van, where his
pleas for medical attention were repeat-
edly ignored as he bounced around
inside the small metal box.

The swiftness of her announcement,
less than a day after receiving the police
department’s criminal investigation and
official autopsy results, took the city by
surprise. So too did her detailed descrip-
tion, based in part on her office’s inde-
pendent investigation, of the evidence
supporting probable cause to charge all
six officers with felonies.

The police had no reason to stop
or chase after Gray, Mosby said. They
falsely accused him of having an illegal
switchblade when in fact it was a legal
pocketknife. The van driver and the
other officers failed to strap him down
with a seatbelt, a direct violation of
department policy, and they ignored
Gray’s repeated pleas for medical atten-
tion, even rerouting the van to pick up
another passenger.

Mosby did not say whether there was

any indication the driver deliberately
drove erratically, causing Gray’s body to
strike the van's interior. In 2005, a man
died of a fractured spine after he was
transported in a Baltimore police van in
handcuffs and without a seat belt. At a
civil trial, an attorney for his family suc-
cessfully argued police had given him a
“rough ride.”

The officers missed five opportuni-
ties to help an injured and falsely impris-
oned detainee before he arrived at the
police station no longer breathing, she
said. Along the way, “Mr. Gray suffered a
severe and critical neck injury as a result
of being handcuffed, shackled by his
feet and unrestrained inside of the BPD
wagon,” she said.

Her announcement triggered celebra-
tions across the same West Baltimore
streets that were smoldering just four
days earlier, when Gray’s funeral led to
riots and looting.

“We are satisfied with today’s charg-
es,” Gray’s stepfather, Richard Shipley,
told a news conference. “These charges
are an important step in getting justice
for Freddie.”

But a lawyer hired by the police
union insisted the officers did nothing
wrong. Attorney Michael Davey said
Friday that Mosby has committed “an
egregious rush to judgment.”

“We have grave concerns about the
fairness and integrity of the prosecution
of our officers,” Davey said.

Mosby rejected a police union re-
quest to step aside and appoint a special

prosecutor to handle the case, and said
honorable police officers should have
no problem working with prosecutors in
Baltimore.

Other law enforcement veterans wor-
ried that the charges could have a chill-
ing effect. Robert Leight, a former detec-
tive in Pennsylvania who has worked
for the FBI and as a federal prosecutor
and defense attorney, said “the biggest
danger is that the police officer will not
properly perform his duties.”

“It puts him at risk, it puts the other
officers around him at risk, and it puts
the public at risk,” Leight said. “A police
officer must react instinctively as he
has been trained. If a police officer first
thinks about what liabilities he will be
facing, it’s too late.”

Gray was stopped by police in
Sandtown, a poor, overwhelmingly
African-American neighborhood in
West Baltimore. He locked eyes with a
police officer and then ran. Two blocks
later, they pinned him to the sidewalk,
handcuffed him and dragged him into
a transport van, a scene captured on
bystander’s cellphone video and shown
around the world.

Mosby said the police review, the
autopsy and her own office’s investiga-
tion all point to homicide. The officers
were booked Friday on charges ranging
from assault and manslaughter, carry-
ing 10-year prison sentences, to second-
degree “depraved heart” murder, which
could put the van driver in prison for 30
years if convicted.

Nepal Still In Need Of Tents, Food After Disaster

BY BINAJ GURUBACHARYA AND FOSTER
KLUG
Associated Press

KATHMANDU, Nepal — Nearly a
week after a massive earthquake killed
more than 6,200 people and collapsed
buildings, temples and homes, Ne-
pal still urgently needs basic aid like
shelter and food, while remote villages
remain cut off from help.

Aid workers still face “immense
logistical challenges,” U.N. humanitar-
ian chief Valerie Amos said Friday,
noting that the scale of the devastation
in Nepal would be an obstacle for any
government.

The U.N. has estimated the mag-
nitude-7.8 quake that struck April 25
affected 8.1 million people — more than

a fourth of Nepal’s population of 27.8
million.

In Kathmandu, rescue workers in
orange jumpsuits continued to search
through collapsed buildings, but fewer
tents were standing in a central part
of the capital that had been packed
with people in the first few days. Some
residents who had been fearful of
aftershocks have left the city or moved
elsewhere.

The government announced it was
giving the equivalent of $1,000 to fami-
lies of each person killed and another
$400 for funeral costs, state-run Nepal
Radio said Friday.

More than 130,000 houses were
destroyed in the quake, according to
the U.N. humanitarian office. Near the
epicenter, north of Kathmandu, whole

villages were in ruins, and residents
were in desperate need of temporary
shelters against the rain and cold.

Isolated hamlets are still cut off
because scarce helicopters can’t land
in some mountainous areas, and roads
have often been destroyed, said Amos,
who flew over some of those places
during a three-day visit.

“Of course we are worried that it
is taking so long to get to people who
desperately need aid. Some of those
villages are virtually flattened. But it’s
very, very hard to see how we're going
to get to them,” she said.

Some villagers might be able to walk
to a place where the aid helicopters
could land, but that would be of little
help to those who are injured, she
added.
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Home Care at Yankton Medical Clinic, P.C.
is closing effective May 15, 2015.

The closure of Home Care is a reflection of our rapidly changing times in healthcare.
Something that will never change is our commitment to placing the needs of patients
first. YMC physicians will continue to partner with community agencies to ensure
access to quality home health services.

Home Care has been in operation for 22 years. During this long tenure, it has
consistently received high satisfaction ratings from its patients and met high standards
from the SD Department of Health.

The YMC administration and physicians express deep appreciation to our current and
past employees for their careful and caring efforts in assisting patients to remain in

their home. We are also grateful to our patients and their families for the privilege of
allowing our medical staff to care for them.

YANKTON MEDICAL CLINICs, PC.
1104 West 8th Street « Yankton, SD 57078 - 605-665-7841 ®
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