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BY 
MIKAYLA SCHRODER    National History Day is a nonprofit educational or-ganization developed to encourage kids to become more involved and inspired by history.     Every state can compete in this competition and the best entries from each state are moved on to the nation-al contest.     Seniors Adam Walter and Broc Mauch are currently preparing for their return to Washington, D.C. for the Kenneth E. Behring Nation-al History Day contest. This is the second year in a row they have qualified for Na-tionals.     Last year Adam, Broc, and Brad Ulmer worked together to make it to to the national competition. The theme was “Rights and Re-sponsibilities;” their exhibit was over Agent Orange and received fifth place overall in the contest.     The theme for the contest this year is Leadership and Legacy and they decided to 

do their exhibit over George C. Marshall. Mauch stated, “We started off the 

year in hopes to return to Nationals and that hope has continued throughout this 

whole process.”     Their ultimate goal is to get first place, but regard-

less, they would like to be at least one of the top three place holders.     Mauch’s favorite part of preparation for their Na-tional History Day competi-tions has been becoming good friends with his team-mate. “Adam and I have become closer friends be-cause of NHD and I’ve really enjoyed working with him.”  
   Walter enjoyed the con-struction. “Building the exhibit and allowing myself to be creative in the build-ing of it” was the best part of the contest for him.  Both Mauch and Walter  have enjoyed the experi-ence and are glad they have been presented with this opportunity for a second time.  

   Mr. Doug Haar has been mentor through this experi-ence. He offers his help to each of his competing stu-dents to ensure they reach their full potential and have a fair chance of making it to Nationals.     Nationals will be June 14-18 at the University of Mar-yland, College Park. 

 
 
 

 

BY  
ZACH 
LATTEA     There are a few things you don’t bring up if you don’t wish to start an argu-ment, and likely the most volatile of these issues is politics. Everyone has a point of view, and almost everyone thinks that they’re absolutely correct on the matter; if that’s the case, then who is truly right? 

   Well to begin, the idea that there can be only one answer to a question is entirely unfounded. Both sides of the aisle may have different points of view, but both also recognize that there are certain prob-lems in our country that must be solved. The paths to these solutions are not built on the extreme tendencies of the far right or far left, but on compro-mise. Indeed as President Gerald Ford once said, “compromise is the oil that makes governments go.”    With Congress in a grid-lock, the legislative pro-cess has come to a stand-still. The idea of compro-mise doesn’t even grace the minds of many con-gressmen and congress-women with its presence. Our government has stopped, halted entirely. The cause? Political in-fighting and increased levels of partisanship, ex-tremism, and ideological bias have caused a great deal of harm to the Ameri-can public as well, and it seems that we all aim to blame one another for these grievances, when truly, each one of us who supports any political ex-treme is at fault. Without a change in the American public, we can’t ever ex-pect to see a change in congress.    What’s more, Politics often makes enemies out of friends, and pariahs out of family members, tearing apart the bonds we’ve all worked to craft over our lifetimes. As a nation, we need to learn to work to-gether, support one anoth-er, and make decisions not only considering our-selves, but those around us, who perhaps lead a different life than you or I.     In the upcoming year and a half, leading up to the 2016 presidential elec-tion, politics is going to be a huge issue throughout America. Inform yourself about the candidates, but do so with a grain of salt, as oftentimes certain news sources and publications have there own political bias, and dish out seriously skewed reports. Be mind-ful, be wary, but be in-formed. Many people don’t involve themselves in politics because they think that politics doesn’t affect them or that they can’t make a difference and that’s just not true. Every part of every life in America is highly influ-enced, if not directly deter-mined, by what goes on in the political realms of our communities, and our na-tion. In fact, a group of determined people can change the path of this country for the better.    Politics is incredibly important and cannot be an overlooked issue; that said, extremism on the issue is just as bad, if not worse. In the end, the takeaway is this: learn to compromise, be respectful of the politi-cal opinions of others, and be an informed voter. can make a change.  

 
 

BY 
JOHANNA LIPPERT    For many, the SAT, or Standard-

ized Achievement Test, brings to 
mind obscure vocabulary and complex math problems.  

   Many students, teachers, and leaders in education feel 

this test has historically not shown a thorough represen-

tation of student’s abilities as a whole. This has prompt-

ed the The College Board, the organization that adminis-

ters the SAT, to revamp the test in an effort to “support 

college readiness and success for more students.” 

 The College Board hopes to make the content of the test 

more relevant to the content caught in the classroom. 

   In spring 2016, students across the nation will experi-

ence the new, redesigned SAT. In the revised test, stu-

dents will be asked to not only give an answer, but also 

provide evidence. According to the College Board web-

site, the test will also include “an essay prompt to ana-

lyze a writer’s argument, and multistep problems requir-

ing them [students] to apply math in real world con-

texts.” The revised test will take three hours, with an 

additional 50 minutes given for the essay. The college 

board is also suggesting that rigorous classroom work, 

rather than studying vocabulary for hours on end, will be 

better preparation for this exam. Another notable differ-

ence is that the essay portion will be optional, much like 

the optional writing on the ACT. Furthermore, there will 

be changes to the scoring of the test, as the new range for 

scores will be 400-1600, and points will no longer be 

taken off for wrong answers given. 
   While many Yankton High School students choose not 

to take the SAT and instead take only the ACT, these 

changes will impact many students. In conjunction with 

the SAT changing, the PSAT, or Practice SAT, will be 

changing as well. While this test is only a practice for the 

SAT, it does have tremendous impact on students, as it is 

the qualifying test for the NAtional Merit Scholar pro-

gram, which could lead to scholarships for some stu-

dents. These changes to the PSAT will be implemented 

in the Fall 2015 PSAT, in an effort to give students a 

chance to become acquainted with the changes.  

   Avery Brockberg and Lauryn Perk are both YHS soph-

omores and took the PSAT this year. They also plan on 

taking the revised PSAT next year. Avery Brockberg 

recalls his experience this year as being “boring and de-

tached” from what he’s learned in the classroom,  but 

concerning the new test he said, “I feel that this version 

of the  PSAT will better help me prepare for the future.”  

   Perk has similar feelings, “ I feel that many of the vo-

cab words were things we had never discussed in the 

classroom before.”    Overall, it seems as if students look forward to this 

more holistic approach of testing.  

Yankton’s 2015 Graduates Have Far-Reaching Plans For 
After Graduation That Will Take Them All Over The Map 

SAT Test Has Undergone Changes 

Broc Mauch (left) and Adam Walter (right) are shown with their National History Day 

project. The duo is headed to the national competition next month. 
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BY 
MADISON DANGLER 

   As the school year is coming to a close, Yankton High School Seniors are working hard and staying on task with efforts to grad-uate and prepare them-selves for their future after high school.     Many seniors have set their eyes on expanding their horizons and pursuing training and collegiate stud-ies all across America.        Whether it is the Air Force, Yale, or the Univer-sity of Hawaii at Manoa, the senior class of 2015 is branching out and working towards great achieve-ments. 
   Alexa Bryan has chosen to pursue a Marine Biology Major at the University of Hawaii at Manoa this com-ing fall. Her inspiration to look into the University stemmed from her Sopho-more Composition teacher Ms. Miner, who had stud-ied at this university and shared her experiences of Hawaii with her students.     Hawaii will offer Bryan a change in venue as she con-tinues her studies. She states that she is looking forward to the University of Hawaii for “the fact that it is a big city, and it has such a different culture. I think it would be fun to experience and learn about it.”     Bryan is a part of the Western Graduate Ex-change which provides her with lower educational costs since Marine Biology is not offered in South Da-kota, and she will ultimate-

ly complete her studies in the Marine Biology field after five years of school-ing. 
   Johanna Lippert is also looking at a change of ven-ue while attending college. She is going to pursue an international studies major with interests in pre-law at Baylor in Wako, Texas. Baylor is the oldest school in Texas and is well estab-lished, which is one of the reasons Lippert is excited to join the school. She says that “they have had a really good time in growth and advancements” which will offer her a host of opportu-nities as she advances her studies.     Besides the educational opportunities, Lippert is looking forward to the ad-vantages that the large cit-ies around her campus have to offer such as artistic events, concerts, and vari-ous recreation activities.    Patrick Binder, attending Yale in the fall, will be pursuing an ethics, politics, and economics degree.  While living on the east coast, he is looking forward to “being able to talk to people from all around the world and all around the nation” who may have sim-ilar interests.     At Yale there are numer-ous people who are inter-ested in federal policy or have already been involved with it, and he is interested in getting to know various individuals from a variety of cultures and geograph-ical locations.    Zach Lattea is pursuing a physics major from Colum-bia. Lattea commented that one of the reasons he chose Columbia was because of its high “focus on Math and Science.”     Lattea is looking forward to Colombia because of the cultural diversity which is not found as much in South Dakota as in other states 

with larger cities. This prestigious school will of-fer him a plethora of educa-tional opportunities and cultural diversity.    Kess Houck will be train-ing with the Army upon the completion of the 2015 academic year. She says that her mom had been a large influence in her inter-est in the military along with the tuition incentive provided by the Armed Forces.     Houck hopes to become a surgical technician while in the military, and after her active duty, she hopes to continue her education and ultimately become a sur-geon.  
   Nick LaFave has commit-ted to the Air Force and will begin his Basic Mili-tary Training at the start of the summer. Nicks states that he “always wanted to go into the Air Force be-cause [he’s] fascinated by aircrafts and how they work as well has the very strong financial incentives and very low time commitment while in college and in the workforce.”    LaFave has chosen the Aerospace Propulsion 2A6X1 career while in the Air Force. Once he com-pletes his eight months of training, he intends to at-tend SDSU and pursue a degree in mechanical engi-neering.    These individuals, along with the rest of the class of 2015, have worked hard and remained focused in the academic setting for the past four years.     No matter what each graduate plans to do fol-lowing graduation, they all have  experienced the strong academic work ethic instilled in the students at Yankton High School. This work ethic will afford every graduating senior the op-portunity for success in future endeavors. 

Yankton High School Class of 2015 Graduation Week Schedule 
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Delmont Drilled

PHOTO: ELIZABETH “SAM” GROSZ
Little remains of the century-old Zion Lutheran Church, which was destroyed by the Sunday morning tornado which devastated parts of Delmont. Gov. Dennis Daugaard visited the 
Douglas County community, which has been evacuated for safety reasons.

BY RANDY DOCKENDORF
randy.dockendorf@yankton.net

With college degree now in 
hand, Derek Blumenstock is 
ready to join the family business.

But those plans will need to 
wait four more years.

Blumenstock received his 
bachelor’s degree during Satur-
day’s commencement exercises 
at Mount Marty College. He grad-
uated summa cum laude – with 
highest honors – with a biology 
major and chemistry minor as 
his pre-professional studies.

As far as his formal education, 
he’s only halfway to his goal.

“I’m going to optometry 
school at the University of Hou-
ston, so I have four more years 
of school to go,” he said. “My 
dad is an optometrist in O’Neill 
(Nebraska), and I eventually plan 
to join him. We can expand the 
practice, and I can have my own 
practice someday.”

Around 125 students received 
degrees during Saturday’s 
ceremony at Cimpl Arena. In the 
moments before graduation, Blu-
menstock texted messages with 
an apparent sense of urgency.

“I’m texting my family to see 
how they’re doing,” he said. “I’ll 
be watching for them (in the 
crowd).”

Blumenstock graduated from 
O’Neill St. Mary’s High School 
and found Mount Marty offering 
exactly what he wanted in addi-
tion to continuing his Catholic 
education.

“I came here because I wanted 
to play baseball, because of a 
scholarship and because I could 
have a small class size,” he said. 
“I wanted to go to a small private 
school and have that personal 
connection with my teachers.”

MMC turned out to be every-
thing and more, he said.

“The teachers, the sports – I 
wouldn’t change anything,” he 
said. “Today, at the (baccalaure-
ate) homily, Father talked about 
all the experiences that are so 
valuable. The things you learn 
in college aren’t just in the class-
room but also the extracurricular 
activities.”

As for his professional plans, 
Blumenstock earned a spot in op-
tometry school with his high test 
scores on the entrance exam. He 
also stands to benefit from the 
experience gained working at his 
father’s clinic. The MMC senior 
learned he was accepted to op-
tometry school at the beginning 
of the semester, allowing him to 
enjoy his final months of college.

As an alumnus, Blumenstock 
plans to stay abreast of MMC 

news and friends. But for now, 
he’s ready for what lies ahead.

“College has been so much 
fun,” he said. “It’s going to be a 
big change moving to Houston, 
which is the fourth largest city 
in the nation. But I’m excited 
to have the experience, and I’m 
excited to move on to the next 

step in my life.”
OTHER GRADUATES

Among the other graduates, 
Zach Bauman of Sioux Falls was 
talking with friends as he awaited 

BY ANNA GRONEWOLD
Associated Press

LINCOLN, Neb. — Conservatives domi-
nate Nebraska politics, but at times this 
session, the debate has seemed more in 
line with California or Massachusetts than 
the Cornhusker State.

From increased support for repealing 
the death penalty and raising the fuel tax 
to calls for legalizing medical marijuana 
and expanding the protections for gay 
and lesbian workers, lawmakers have 
been spending a lot of time on left-leaning 
legislation.

Not everyone likes it.
“I have no problem with debate,” 

Republican Sen. Bill Kintner, of Papillion, 
said. “I just wish we were debating bills 
that cut our taxes, that secure our liber-
ties and protected life.”

Kintner and other conservatives note 

MMC Graduates Take Next Step, Eye New Beginnings

KELLY HERTZ/P&D
State legislator and longtime magazine publisher Bernie Hun-
hoff, a Mount Marty College graduate, delivered the keynote ad-
dress at MMC’s spring commencement exercise Saturday at Lad-
die E. Cimpl Arena.

Nebraska

Conservative 
Legislature  

Tackling Liberal 
Issues
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PHOTO: ELIZABETH “SAM” GROSZ
The “Onion House” stands along Main Street in Del-
mont, which was hit hard by Sunday morning EF-2 
tornado with peak winds estimated at 130 miles per 
hour.

9 Hurt After EF-2 Tornado Slams Town
BY RANDY DOCKENDORF
randy.dockendorf@yankton.net

DELMONT — The approximately 250 residents of this Douglas 
County community have been evacuated following Sunday morn-
ing’s tornado which devastated parts of town.

It’s a Mother’s Day the town won’t soon forget.
The morning began with a tornado touching ground around 

10:30 a.m. about three miles east of Wagner, according to the 
National Weather Service (NWS). The twister kept traveling and 
veered in a north to northeast direction, missing Armour but 
smashing into Delmont around 11 a.m.

The NWS has classified the storm as an EF-2 tornado, with 
winds peaking at an estimated 130 miles per hour. More than 20 
buildings were damaged, and injuries were reported but no fatali-
ties, according to the South Dakota Department of Public Safety 
(DPS).

Officials have confirmed nine injuries resulted when the storm 
hit Delmont, said DPS spokesman Tony Mangan.

“All but two (of the injured persons) have been treated and 
released,” he said. “One was admitted to the (Douglas County 
Memorial) hospital in Armour, and the other was transported to a 
Sioux Falls hospital. The extent of the injuries (is) not yet known.”

Media reports indicated some of the injured persons were taken 
to Avera St. Benedict Hospital in Parkston. No further information 
was available from hospital officials.

Zion Lutheran Church and Delmont’s new metal fire hall have 
been destroyed by the twister, according to Press & Dakotan corre-
spondent Elizabeth “Sam” Grosz. She and her husband, Terry, live 
in Delmont, and she also operates an art studio in the town.

Delmont residents were allowed to gather medications and oth-
er essentials before leaving town, Sam Grosz said. Once residents 
left Delmont, they were not allowed to re-enter the community, she 
added.

Gov. Dennis Daugaard has arrived Sunday afternoon in Delmont 
to inspect damage from the tornado. He also spoke with residents 
at an information meeting held Sunday night at the Tripp-Delmont 
High School gymnasium in Tripp.

“At the meeting in Tripp, the governor gave information about 
returning (Monday) to Delmont,” Sam Grosz said. “Those who have 
property loss are able to go through the remains starting at 10 
a.m. If you don’t have property loss, you’re not to go back into the 
town.”

Delmont residents were asked to leave the community for safety 
reasons, Mangan said.

Local and state officials asked the residents to leave because of 
concerns about unsecured propane tanks. There also is no electric-
ity, water or telephone service. 

The city has been closed to non-residents as well. People who 
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