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SD Must Take Water 
Rights Seriously

FROM THE BIBLE
The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; indeed, I have a 

beautiful inheritance. Psalm 16:6. Portals of Prayer, Concordia Pub-
lishing House, St. Louis.

IN HISTORY
By The Associated Press
Today is Monday, May 11, the 131st 

day of 2015. There are 234 days left in the 
year. 

Today’s Highlight in History: On 
May 11, 1945, the aircraft carrier USS 
Bunker Hill was attacked and severely 
damaged by two kamikaze aircraft off Ok-
inawa; according to the U.S. Navy’s official 
website, 346 men were killed, 43 were left 
missing, and 264 were wounded. 

On this date:
In 1647, Peter Stuyvesant arrived in 

New Amsterdam to become governor of 
New Netherland.

In 1858, Minnesota became the 32nd 
state of the Union.

In 1862, during the Civil War, the Con-
federate ironclad CSS Virginia was scut-
tled by its crew off Craney Island, Virginia, 
to prevent it from falling into Union hands.

In 1927, the Academy of Motion Pic-
ture Arts and Sciences was founded dur-
ing a banquet at the Biltmore Hotel in Los 
Angeles.

In 1935, the Rural Electrification Ad-
ministration was created as one of Presi-
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal 
programs.

In 1944, during World War II, Allied 
forces launched a major offensive against 
Axis lines in Italy.

In 1953, a tornado devastated Waco, 
Texas, claiming 114 lives.

In 1960, Israeli agents captured Nazi 
war criminal Adolf Eichmann in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina.

In 1973, the espionage trial of Dan-
iel Ellsberg and Anthony Russo in the 
“Pentagon Papers” case came to an end 
as Judge William M. Byrne dismissed all 
charges, citing government misconduct.

In 1981, legendary reggae artist Bob 
Marley died in a Miami hospital at age 36.

In 1985, 56 people died when a flash 
fire swept a jam-packed soccer stadium in 
Bradford, England.

In 1996, an Atlanta-bound ValuJet 
DC-9 caught fire shortly after takeoff from 
Miami and crashed into the Florida Ever-
glades, killing all 110 people on board. 

Ten years ago: More than 1,000 
demonstrators rioted and threw stones 

at a U.S. military convoy in Afghanistan 
as protests spread over a Newsweek 
report that interrogators had desecrated 
Islam’s holy book at the U.S. prison at 
Guantanamo Bay. (Newsweek later re-
tracted the story.) Actor Macaulay Culkin 
took the stand at Michael Jackson’s trial 
to denounce the molestation allegations 
against the pop star as “absolutely ridicu-
lous.” (Jackson was acquitted.)

Five years ago: Conservative leader 
David Cameron, at age 43, became Brit-
ain’s youngest prime minister in almost 
200 years after Gordon Brown stepped 
down and ended 13 years of Labour 
government. Italian designer Giuliana 
Coen Camerino, credited with making 
handbags a fashion item, died in Venice 
at age 89.

One year ago: Pro-Russian insur-
gents in eastern Ukraine said voters over-
whelmingly favored sovereignty in ballot-
ing that the Ukraine central government 
and the West denounced as an illegal 
sham. Musa Dayib, a 15-month-old tod-
dler, miraculously survived an 11-story fall 
from a Minneapolis high-rise apartment 
balcony. Jeb Stuart Magruder, 79, a Wa-
tergate conspirator-turned minister, died 
in Danbury, Connecticut. 

Today’s Birthdays: Comedian Mort 
Sahl is 88. Nation of Islam leader Louis 
Farrakhan is 82. Rock singer Eric Burdon 
(The Animals; War) is 74. Actress Shohreh 
Aghdashloo is 63. Actress Frances Fisher 
is 63. Actor Boyd Gaines is 62. Country 
musician Mark Herndon (Alabama) is 60. 
Actress Martha Quinn is 56. Country sing-
er-musician Tim Raybon (The Raybon 
Brothers) is 52. Actor Tim Blake Nelson is 
51. Actor Jeffrey Donovan is 47. Country 
musician Keith West (Heartland) is 47. Ac-
tor Nicky Katt is 45. Actor Coby Bell is 40. 
Cellist Perttu Kivilaakso is 37. Actor-singer 
Jonathan Jackson is 33. Rapper Ace 
Hood is 27. Musician Howard Lawrence 
(Disclosure) is 21. 

Thought for Today: “No idea is so 
antiquated that it was not once modern. 
No idea is so modern that it will not some-
day be antiquated.” — Ellen Glasgow, 
American author (1874-1945).  
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BY BOB MERCER
State Capitol Bureau

WATERTOWN — President Barack Obama 
showed respect for something South Dakota 
treasures — our people’s work ethic 
— with his speech at the graduation 
ceremony Friday night for Lake Area 
Technical Institute.

In turn, his first visit to South Da-
kota as president forced many South 
Dakotans to show respect for him.

He is the president of our nation. 
We are nothing if not patriotic.

We proved we can be cordial 
when we should be — and when it 
doesn’t involve politics.

The Democratic president learned 
in 2008, and again in 2012, and again 
in 2014, that he isn’t a natural fit in 
South Dakota politics and that South 
Dakota politics isn’t a natural fit for him.

He lost to Hillary Clinton in South Dakota’s 
2008 Democratic presidential primary, but he 
won his party’s nomination.

He lost to Republican nominee John Mc-
Cain in the 2008 general election, but he won 
the White House.

He lost to Republican nominee Mitt 
Romney in 2012 in South Dakota, but he won 
re-election to the White House.

And in 2014, the candidates for the Repub-
lican nomination to a South Dakota seat in the 
U.S. Senate focused their political derision 
upon him, vowing to overturn Obamacare and 
to authorize the Keystone XL pipeline.

It’s now May. Obamacare remains the law 
of our land. He vetoed the Keystone XL pipe-
line authorization passed by the Republican 
majorities in Congress.

He indeed is still the president of our na-
tion.

And when you look at the decisions made 
by South Dakota voters in the previous 10 
years — moving aside the Democratic Sen-
ate leader Tom Daschle for Republican John 

Thune, replacing Democratic U.S. Rep. Steph-
anie Herseth Sandlin with Republican Kristi 
Noem and seeing Democratic U.S. Sen. Tim 
Johnson retire with Republican former Gov. 
Mike Rounds taking the seat — there comes a 
question.

Is South Dakota out of step with 
the nation, or is the nation out of 
step with South Dakota?

President Barack Obama didn’t 
spend much time on the ground 
Friday. A little more than two hours, 
from touchdown to takeoff. He didn’t 
taste the food, breathe the air, touch 
the soil. He saw a regional airport 
and a high school gym.

But he also saw the small manu-
facturers clustered in the industrial 
development next to the airport, and 
he saw many of their employees, who 
stood in the parking lots and along 
the road ditches to watch him go by.

And as the motorcade made its way 
through Watertown’s north side, with its 
working-class homes and student rental 
houses, he saw the roots of why Lake Area 
Technical Institute is so important to the city 
and the region.

President Obama found in Lake Area Tech-
nical Institute something truly important to 
respect about South Dakota: Our people want 
to work, and they want to succeed. They are 
willing to put in the time and pay the cost to 
learn how to do so better.

He referred to the “tiny” school in the 
“tiny” town. He did so twice. His point 
seemed that, in a place where it might not 
be expected, something very important has 
been happening. and continues to happen, 
something that is essential to the future of our 
country’s It is good he respects that. It is good 
we respect that. It is good we maybe now re-
spect each other a little more, and with better 
reason, than we had before.

Tiny? And so we are. Our president? And 
so he is. 

Analysis

People, President Show 
One Another Respect

Bob

MERCER

BY MICHELLE MALKIN 
Creators.com

A Canadian judge ruled this week that 
Omar Khadr poses no public safety threat. 
Tell that to the children of Sergeant First 
Class Christopher J. Speer and the surviving 
American soldiers who valiantly fought Khadr 
on the battlefield.

In 2012, Khadr pleaded guilty, 
guilty, guilty, guilty and guilty to 
five charges related to the killing 
of Speer, a 28-year-old medic with 
the U.S. Special Forces. This young 
American hero died in Afghanistan in 
2002 during an ambush by al-Qaida 
operatives. Just days before he 
gave his life, Speer had fearlessly 
walked onto a minefield to rescue 
two wounded Afghan children. It 
was Khadr, born and bred an Islamic 
jihadist by his terrorist father, who 
lobbed the fatal grenade in the war 
zone. Another American soldier, SFC 
Layne Morris, survived the attack, but was 
blinded in one eye for life.

In a sealed plea deal at Guantanamo Bay, 
Khadr admitted to throwing the grenade. He 
admitted to attempted murder, conspiracy, 
spying and providing material support to ter-
rorism. He signed a 50-paragraph stipulation 
that classified him as an “enemy belligerent 
because he has purposefully and materially 
supported hostilities against the United States 
and its coalition partners” and documented 
his family’s intimate association and friend-
ship with al-Qaida leaders Osama bin Laden, 
Ayman al-Zawahiri and Muhammad Atef.

Don’t believe the international human 
rights bleeding hearts. The Khadr family is 
rightfully known as Canada’s First Family 
of Terror. This so-called “child soldier” and 
“good kid” was a full-blown Muslim soldier 
of jihad; he trained one-on-one in weaponry, 
explosives and Jew hatred. A then-teenage 
Khadr bragged to a U.S. official “that the 
proudest moment of his life was constructing 
and planting IEDs” to “kill U.S. forces.”

Gloating over the Alberta judge’s decision 
to let Khadr loose, his radical leftwing lawyer 
railed against Canadian Prime Minister Ste-
phen Harper as a “bigot.” His fan club thinks 
he deserves a medal. No, really. A Toronto Sun 
columnist argued last week that the jihadist 
“deserves some kind of recognition” along 
the lines of the country’s “Order of Canada” 

for “the dignity and stoicism with which he’s 
borne the mingy behaviour of Canada’s gov-
ernments.”

Disgusting. This deification of an al-Qaida-
trained murderer is a slap in the face to every 
American soldier and every military family 
that has sacrificed to combat Islamic jihad.

But don’t look for our government to raise 
its voice in protest. It is because of ji-
had-coddler Barack Obama, working 
quietly to empty Gitmo, that Khadr 
found his way back to Canada in the 
first place. The White House surrepti-
tiously released the killer and flew 
him home as American citizens were 
distracted by the 2012 midterm elec-
tions. Now, despite opposition from 
Canada’s conservative government, 
Khadr’s out on bail while appealing 
his U.S. war-crimes convictions.

The “progressive” Center for Con-
stitutional Rights in New York City 
has been at the forefront of press-
ing for Khadr’s release. CCR also 

crusaded successfully for the release of Gitmo 
jihadist Abu Sufian bin Qumu — now the lead 
suspect in the bloody attack on our consulate 
in Benghazi — whom the Obama administra-
tion has yet to bring to justice.

Retired Sgt. Morris, the blinded survivor of 
Khadr’s grenade attack, sees more clearly than 
feckless apologists for Gitmo killers and recidi-
vists. The cheerleaders for Muslim vigilantes 
“ignore the facts of Omar Khadr’s life, his 
history and the terrible choices Omar Khadr 
made to get him to the spot he is in now,” 
Morris told The National Post last week. “The 
Obama administration, in its zeal to shut down 
Guantanamo, is willing to make any sacrifice 
to empty that prison. Omar Khadr is simply 
the fortunate beneficiary of that tactic.”

After 13 years in custody, Khadr will be 
breathing fresh air, walking the streets and 
maintaining his unrepentant pose of victim-
hood.

After 13 years, the real victims and the real 
children in this case — the daughter and son 
of the real hero, SFC Speer, Taryn and Tanner 
— will still be without a father.

Thanks, Obama.

Michelle Malkin is the author of “Culture of 
Corruption: Obama and his Team of Tax Cheats, 
Crooks and Cronies” (Regnery 2010). Her e-mail 
address is malkinblog@gmail.com. 

 

Christopher Speer Is Dead; 
Omar Khadr Is Free

Michelle

MALKIN

RAPID CITY JOURNAL (May 3): Thanks to neighbors of the 
super-secret compound near Pringle, state officials are preparing to 
do what should have been done in the first place — holding a public 
hearing on a request for a significant expansion of water rights.

If it weren’t for the efforts of those private citizens and National 
Park and Forest Service officials, the Fundamental Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints would have had its request to triple wa-
ter rights from 94 to 300 gallons per minute granted after essentially 
an administrative review by analysts at the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources.

Fortunately, state law requires that water permit applications be 
filed as legal notices in local newspapers, which in this case were 
the Custer County Chronicle and Rapid City Journal.

So why was it so easy for them to get state approval to draw so 
much more water from the Madison Aquifer? The answer can be 
found in state law.

In reviewing the request, DENR considers:
“If there is reasonable probability that there is unappropriated 

water available for the applicant’s proposed use; that the proposed 
diversion can be developed without unlawful impairment of existing 
rights; that the proposed use is a beneficial use and in the public 
interest.”

In this case, the department felt that the compound satisfied the 
criteria, which is mind-boggling for those familiar with the group 
and its connection to Warren Jeffs, their religious leader who now 
serves a life sentence in a Texas prison for aggravated sexual as-
sault of young girls amid allegations he took child brides.

So how could this project be deemed to be in the public interest?
The members of the group, who live on a 140-acre compound in 

remote Custer County, are not even seen by their neighbors much 
less contributing to the public good. The compound is essentially 
a fortress that has a guard tower. No visitors are allowed and its 
neighbors live in a state of perpetual concern.

In fact, the group’s leader, Seth Jeffs, will not even disclose the 
compound’s population — estimated to be between 75 and 300 peo-
ple — nor specifically outline why the additional water is needed 
except to say they want it for gardening, landscaping and to fill a 
250,000-gallon above-ground storage tank.

But even Jeffs has seen the error of his ways since neighbors 
registered their concerns with the state and reduced the request to 
200 gallons of water per minute while acknowledging that the initial 
request of 300 gallons was made “to be safe.”

Opponents are also concerned the increased water usage will 
affect neighboring properties, including Wind Cave National Park.

Water is a resource that never should be taken for granted. In 
California, for example, state officials are now scrambling to avert a 
water crisis that has developed over four years of drought. Our dry 
spring in South Dakota has ranchers and farmers casting hopeful 
glances to the sky.

The state of South Dakota needs to raise the bar before it grants 
more precious water rights to any entity, and they can start when it 
conducts the public hearing on the compound’s request.

Great Benefit!
Team Ethan Organizers

The Lenhoff family would 
like to thank everyone who 
attended or helped out with the 
benefit for Ethan Lenhoff in any 
way.  There are too many names 
to mention individually but we 
want to say thank you from the 
bottom of our hearts!

The benefit was a huge suc-
cess and they were able to raise 
more than $60,000 on the ben-
efit day and close to $100,000 
since Team Ethan started fund-
raising. Thank you all so much 
for everything you have done 
and all of the prayers, we would 
truly be lost without all of your 
amazing support! 
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