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OPINION

Obama Loses 1st
Round On Trade Deal

THE MIAMI HERALD (May 14): President Barack Obama learned
the hard way this week that it’s usually not a great idea to bad-mouth
members of his own party in public. The payback came Tuesday, when
Senate Democrats, with one lone exception, slapped down his “fast-
track” trade-expansion deal with 11 nations around the Pacific.

But Wednesday, Senate Democrats reached a deal to allow full-blown
debate on the issue. This time, Obama should try persuasion and cajol-
ing, even negotiating, instead of feuding with other Democrats.

It was a particularly bad idea to take on Sen. Elizabeth Warren of
Massachusetts, widely seen as champion of the middle class and some-
one who nearly always supports the president’s agenda.

Instead of conceding that Sen. Warren and others may have
legitimate concerns about the way the legislation is being rushed
through Congress, he called their arguments illogical and “made up.”
His dismissive tone indicated he’s not interested in trying to persuade
potential allies to support his program, wanting them to just fall in line
because he’s the president and he knows what’s good for them.

After six years in the White House, he should know better. Politics
is hard work, but it goes with the job. And it usually works better
than condescending speeches. By not heeding the concerns of fellow
Democrats, he put at risk a program that carries major benefits for the

country.

The immediate issue before the Senate was whether a “fast-track”
approach to the trade-expansion bill would include protections for la-
bor and penalties for countries that manipulate currency to gain a trade
advantage. It also would extend tariff discounts for African and other
developing countries. These are Democratic priorities that have already
cleared Senate and House committees.

Instead, Sen. Mitch McConnell, the Republican leader, scheduled
a vote that ignored all three issues, with the full support of the White

House!

The result was a defeat for trade proponents. But it should not be

the final word on the issue.

Trade-expansion programs represent a bet that globalization is here
to stay and can be turned to the advantage of the American people,
who have created the strongest economy in the world and should never

fear competition.

It is particularly important for communities that stand to benefit
directly from greater import and export activity. We are mindful of the
disruptive effects of trade in some sectors of the economy, as well.
That’s why job-training assistance for workers should be an indispensa-

ble part of any trade package.

Areport issued by the Congressional Research Service in April
suggests that fears of job losses over the first of the expanded trade
agreements — NAFTA, which covered North America — were wrong.
The results show a net balance favorable to the United States in terms
of job creation and high-wage jobs, as well as trade figures. And its suc-
cess went beyond the purely economic, helping to diminish more than
a century of hard feelings between the United States and Mexico.

In the same way, the Trans-Pacific Partnership can improve our rela-
tions with Asian nations, a national imperative at a time when China is
seeking to assert its influence over this vast region.

It’s time for Obama to rally Democrats to his side before hard feel-
ings make a deal impossible. Less lecturing and more politicking can get

the job done.

ONLINE OPINION

The results of the most recent Internet poll on the Press & Dakotan’s Web site are

as follows:

LATEST RESULTS:
Do you think the U.S. economy is headed in the right direction?

Yes....

NOt SUIE ...

TOTAL VOTES CAST

The Press & Dakotan Internet poll is not a scientific survey and reflects the opinions
only of those who choose to participate. The results should not be construed as an ac-
curate representation or scientific measurement of public opinion.

CURRENT QUESTION:

Would you support legalizing the use of marijuana for medical purposes?
To cast your vote in the PRESS & DAKOTAN’S Internet poll, log on to our website

at www.yankton.net.

IN HISTORY

By The Associated Press

Today is Friday, May 15, the 135th
day of 2015. There are 230 days left in
the year.

Today’s Highlight in History: On
May 15, 1975, U.S. forces invaded the
Cambodian island of Koh Tang and
captured the American merchant ship
Mayaguez, which had been seized by the
Khmer Rouge. (All 39 crew members had
already been released safely by Cambo-
dia; some 40 U.S. servicemen were killed
in connection with the operation.)

On this date: In 1776, Virginia en-
dorsed American independence from
Britain.

In 1862, President Abraham Lincoln
signed an act establishing the Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

In 1911, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled
that Standard Oil Co. was a monopoly in
violation of the Sherman Antitrust Act, and
ordered its breakup.

In 1930, registered nurse Ellen
Church, the first airline stewardess, went
on duty aboard an Oakland-to-Chicago
flight operated by Boeing Air Transport (a
forerunner of United Airlines).

In 1940, DuPont began selling its ny-
lon stockings nationally. The original Mc-
Donald’s restaurant was opened in San
Bernardino, California, by Richard and
Maurice McDonald.

In 1955, the United States, the Soviet
Union, Britain and France signed the Aus-
trian State Treaty, which re-established
Austria’s independence.

In 1963, astronaut L. Gordon Cooper
blasted off aboard Faith 7 on the final
mission of the Project Mercury space
program.

In 1970, just after midnight, Phillip
Lafayette Gibbs and James Earl Green,
two black students at Jackson State Col-
lege in Mississippi, were killed as police
opened fire during student protests.

In 1972, Alabama Gov. George C.
Wallace was shot and left paralyzed by
Arthur H. Bremer while campaigning for
president in Laurel, Maryland. (Bremer
served 35 years for attempted murder.)

In 1988, the Soviet Union began the
process of withdrawing its troops from
Afghanistan, more than eight years after
Soviet forces had entered the country.

In 1991, Edith Cresson was appointed
by French President Francois Mitterrand
to be France’s first female prime minister.

In 2000, by a 5-4 vote, the U.S. Su-
preme Court threw out a key provision of
the 1994 Violence Against Women Act,

saying that rape victims could not sue
their attackers in federal court.

Ten years ago: U.S. Secretary of
State Condoleezza Rice paid a surprise
visit to Iraq to express support for its new
government. The Czech Republic denied
Canada its third straight title and won the
world ice hockey championship 3-0 in Vi-
enna, Austria. The movie “Star Wars Epi-
sode III: Revenge of the Sith” had its world
premiere at the Cannes Film Festival.

Five years ago: Jessica Watson, a
16-year-old Australian who'd spent seven
months at sea in her pink yacht, became
the youngest person to sail around the
world solo, nonstop and unassisted as
she arrived in Sydney. Lookin at Lucky,
ridden by new jockey Martin Garcia, won
the Preakness.

One year ago: President Barack
Obama dedicated the National Sept. 11
Memorial Museum deep beneath ground
zero, calling it a symbol that says of Amer-
ica: “Nothing can ever break us.”

Today’s Birthdays: Playwright Sir
Peter Shaffer is 89. Actress-singer Anna
Maria Alberghetti is 79. Counterculture
icon Wavy Gravy is 79. Former U.S. Sec-
retary of State Madeleine Albright is 78.
Singer Trini Lopez is 78. Singer Lenny
Welch is 77. Actress-singer Lainie Kazan
is 73. Actress Gunilla Hutton is 73. Coun-
try singer K.T. Oslin is 73. Former Health
and Human Services Secretary Kathleen
Sebelius is 67. Singer-songwriter Brian
Eno is 67. Actor Nicholas Hammond (Film:
“The Sound of Music”) is 65. Actor Chazz
Palminteri is 63. Baseball Hall-of-Famer
George Brett is 62. Musician-composer
Mike Oldfield is 62. Actor Lee Horsley is
60. TV personality Giselle Fernandez is
54. Actress Brenda Bakke is 52. Football
Hall-of-Famer Emmitt Smith is 46. Singer-
rapper Prince Be (PM Dawn) is 45. Actor
Brad Rowe is 45. Actor David Charvet
(shahr-VAY’) is 43. Actor Russell Hornsby
is 41. Rock musician Ahmet Zappa is 41.
Olympic gold-medal gymnast Amy Chow
is 37. Actor David Krumholtz is 37. Actress
Jamie-Lynn Sigler is 34. Actress Alex-
andra Breckenridge (TV: “The Walking
Dead”) is 33. Rock musician Brad Shultz
(Cage the Elephant) is 33. Rock musician
Nick Perri is 31. Tennis player Andy Mur-
ray is 28.

Thought for Today: “Behavior is
what a man does, not what he thinks,
feels, or believes.” — Emily Dickinson,
American poet (born 1830, died this date
in 1886).

FROM THE BIBLE

Thus says the Lorp of hosts: | am jealous for Zion with great jeal-
ousy, and | am jealous for her with great wrath. Zechariah 8:2. Portals
of Prayer, Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis.
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What

BY KELLY HERTZ
kelly.hertz@yankton.net

Delmont is lucky.

Admittedly, that fact doesn’t seem so appar-
ent this week after the small Douglas County
town was pulverized by an EF-2 tornado last
Sunday.

But the battered, stunned residents
of the community are lucky for a few
reasons.

First and above all else, no one was
killed in what they will always remem-
ber with a raw ache as the Mother’s
Day tornado. When you see some of the
images of destruction from the town,
you realize just what a stroke of great
fortune it was that no one died. When
you consider the kids in the basement
of Zion Lutheran Church surviving as
the building above them was demol-
ished, you might conclude there was a
little more than mere luck involved.

But Delmont is also lucky because it
knows it has friends, especially in this
hour of need.

This is South Dakota, after all, and while we
generally tend to harbor a group inferiority com-
plex about ourselves (recently reinforced when
we became the last state in the entire country
President Obama visited since taking office more
than six years ago), we seem to excel in caring for
our neighbors when they need some hand.

A telling statement of this came across the
Press & Dakotan’s news email Sunday night, just
hours after the tornado pounded Delmont. A re-
lease from the state Department of Public Safety
informed the public that donations for the town’s
victims were appreciated — but not just then.

“Once again, the hospitality of South Dakotans
is evident as people want to make donations of
items to the citizens of Delmont,” the release
stated. “... But for now, people are being asked
not to donate any items until there is a better
idea of what is needed.”

That’s one thing that South Dakotans do as
well as anybody anywhere.

It brought to mind the aftermath of the disas-
trous 1998 Spencer tornado that killed six people
and flattened much of that tiny community. When
a call for volunteers went out to help clean up the
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Neighbors Do

damage in a town of a little more than 300 people,
8,000 souls showed up. Goods poured in from
across the region, turning a makeshift resource
center into something like a local Walmart.

When towns are shattered by tornadoes or
when people are buried by massive snowstorms,
we respond.

When floodwaters rise and threaten to con-
sume us, we pitch in. We saw that back in 2011
when the rising waters along the Mis-
souri River made the filling and deliver-
ing of sandbags one of Yankton’s most
popular summertime activities. Volun-
teers came from everywhere when the
call went out on Memorial Day weekend
to help with the sandbagging efforts.
(The sight of random broken sandbags
splattered on local streets after having
tumbled off trucks and flatbeds while
being delivered to places in need was
with us practically until fall.)

So, Delmont is lucky because they
have neighbors — some they know,
some they never knew they had — who
have their backs.

Of course, the residents of Delmont may
not feel real lucky right now. I could say that’s
understandable, but in a lot of ways, many of us
probably can't truly understand it, at least not
in the intimate, harrowing terms that Delmont’s
residents do now. Part of their hometown — that
is, part of who they are — is gone. Yes, it can be
rebuilt and probably made to be better than be-
fore, but it won’t quite be the same old Delmont
that those people have always known. No matter
how it’s put back together, what it once was —
that familiar, safe feeling of home — will be differ-
ent, starkly rearranged by an angry outburst of
nature and the intentions to build again.

Most of us can’t comprehend that on such
chaotic, first-hand terms.

But the people of Spencer understand it. So
do the people of Wessington Springs and Pilger,
Nebraska, and so many other places that have
also endured the same onslaught.

They have survived, as will Delmont. And it
won't be because of luck. It will be due to some-
thing a whole lot tougher and more determined
than that.

Follow @kelly_hertz on Tuwitter.

Politics: Defining Deity Down

BY KATHLEEN PARKER
© 2015, Washington Post Writers Group

WASHINGTON — It is nearly axiomatic that
presidential contests tend to shine a harsh light
on conservative Christians — inasmuch as they
are viewed as the Republican Party’s
base and are, therefore, deemed fair
game.

Of course, religious folks come in
a variety of stripes, checks and polka
dots. Many are Democrats. But it is
the members of the Christian right —
evangelicals and Catholics, especially
— who every four years are treated to
the sneers of lefties, academics, proud
atheists (allow me to quote myself:
“There’s no dogma like no dogma”) and
certain but not all media.

Roger Ailes’ Fox News has succeed-
ed in no small part because he doesn’t
treat Christians as though they're
Darwin’s missing link.

Fortunately for Western civilization, Chris-
tianity has survived worse insults. Lately,
conservative Christians in the country that
codified freedom of religion have been placed on
the defensive. Often viewed as obstructionists to
progress, a secular world wonders: What’s wrong
with those people? Why can’t they just get with
the program?

Why can’t the Little Sisters of the Poor suck
it up and sign off on the Affordable Care Act’s
demand that their insurance policy include
contraception funding? Ditto Hobby Lobby, the
family-owned craft business that prevailed in its
Supreme Court fight to not fund insurance cover-
ing contraception that destroys embryos.

Hobby Lobby detractors argued that the com-
pany was trying to impose its religious beliefs
on others. In fact, the family was resisting the
government'’s insistence that they render those
beliefs unto Caesar. (The Supreme Court granted
the Little Sisters an injunction pending their ap-
peal in the 10th Circuit that protects them from
enforcement.)

These issues, I'll admit, can seem arcane and
are tiresome at times. But I'm convinced, as Alan
Dershowitz and Ken Starr agreed during a debate
last year on these two cases, that the state
should always go to extra lengths to protect
religious liberty whenever possible.

If only more Democrats and Republicans were
as agreeable.

Recent history and more-recent comments
by the likeliest presidential candidates make it
clear, however, that Democrats and Republicans
will take very different approaches in future
state/religion entanglements.

If Hillary Clinton becomes president, she has
more or less promised that the state’s inter-
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ests will crush the individual’s as necessary to
advance women'’s rights. Giving a fiery speech
last month at Tina Brown’s “Women in the World
Summit,” Clinton plainly said: “Deep-seated
cultural codes, religious beliefs and structural
biases have to be changed” so that women can
have unfettered access to “reproduc-
tive health care and safe childbirth.”

One would like to imagine that Clin-
ton was speaking only about primitive
cultures where children are forced into
marriage and childbearing, or where
genital cutting is common. But we know
that she also meant religious conserva-
tives closer to home whose beliefs get
in the way. She explicitly criticized
Hobby Lobby for not paying for its
employees’ contraception.

By contrast, Jeb Bush, who will
become the GOP nominee if Republi-
cans are smart, assumed a much dif-
ferent tone and direction in his recent
commencement address at Liberty
University.

“How strange, in our own time, to hear Chris-
tianity spoken of as some sort of backward and
oppressive force,” he said. “It’s a depressing fact
that when some people think of Christianity and
of Judeo-Christian values, they think of some-
thing static, narrow and outdated. ... I cannot
think of any more subversive moral idea ever
loosed on the world than ‘the last shall be first,
and the first last.”

He also spoke of what our world would have
been like without the “unalloyed compassion,
such genuine love, such thorough altruism,” as
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. described Christianity.

It would be defined, Bush said, by “power
without restraint, conflict without reconciliation,
oppression without deliverance, corruption with-
out reformation, tragedy without renewal.”

In a culture more attuned to the grits ‘n’
gravy style of a Mike Huckabee, it is rare to hear
Christianity discussed in such elevated terms.
Indeed, Huckabee can be expected to go after
Bush as a blue-blooded elite who can't relate
to everyday Americans. Well, yee-haw, one can
hardly wait. But I suspect that even conservative
Southern Christians, who can absorb more than
one-syllable words, might appreciate hearing
their beliefs so eloquently described as by Bush.

To be fair, Clinton likely would have reframed
her comments — and maybe even her beliefs
and accent — had she been speaking to a
Christian audience. But her spoken words can’t
be deleted and her thinking is clear: Religious
beliefs have to be changed.

Or else, what, pray tell?

Kathleen Parker’s email address is kathleen-
parker@uwashpost.com.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Your Name Here

Jane Rupiper, Yankton

Having been the recipient of various
neighbors’ garbage cans, [ am suggesting
that everyone put their addresses on their
receptacles.

In the past, [ have always found the owners
but now I have a green bin with no idea who it
belongs to. As I'm writing this, I actually went
out and picked up another stray!

Help me help you with this simple fix to a
windy problem. Oh ... and have a good



