Mother’s Day, 1976

A grat sty of sumval, persisence famityand comme
iy support and determination. A ey inspiratic
story.” = Dr. Eugene Hortell

“Its a beawtifid story. | love it.” = Heather Peterson

One of the effects of Jenny's
severe illness was the scarring
shut of her eyelids when she
shed her skin. Doctors were
hopeful that, once they were
able to reopen her eyes, her
sight would be normal.

"l kept believing | would see
again," Jenny says. "But that
isn't how things progressed. By
the time | went home, my eyes
weren't scarred shut. | could see
shapes, colors and the blurred
image of a face. It was quite
a shock to come to grips with
the fact that | would be legally
blind."

Once she returned home,
having won her battle with this
rare disease, Jenny faced new
challenges. She had a husband
and two children who needed
her as a wife and mother. That
meant cooking, house cleaning
and many other duties. But she
couldn't see.

"My husband kept telling me,
'We'll work this out.' His parents
came to live with us and I am
so thankful for them," Jenny
says. "They helped so much
as | learned how to do things
without seeing."

Cooking was one of Jenny's
biggest challenges. In her
book she shares numerous
experiences she encountered
at first. The many mistakes and
steep and sudden learning curve
left her with plenty of anger and
bitterness - for a time.

"There were days when |

thought it would be easier

to keep taking the drugs so |
wouldn't have to endure all
the different kinds of pain each
day brought," Jenny says. "But
| knew that wasn't fair to my
family and that eventually |
had to face the reality of my
situation."

Jenny's children were far too
young to make sense of what
had happened to their mother.
None of the changes necessary
to adapting to Jenny's new
challenges happened quickly,
but they did eventually happen.

"For the next 33 years,
every time we heard about a
medical advancement related to
restoring eyesight, we checked
it out," Jenny says. "l visited
doctors in Ohio and went
through 14 surgeries but none
of them brought my eyesight
back."

Finally, Jenny visited Yantkon
optometrists, Dr. Thomas
Willcockson and Dr. John
Willcockson. Dr. Tom first
opened his optometric office in
Yankton in 1950. He sent her to
New York where doctors treated
Jenny with a Cordona Corneal
implant.

"That brought back some of
my vision. But it was like looking
down the barrel of a gun," she
says. "l could see but my field of
vision was very narrow. For the
next two years, my body kept
wanting to reject the implant."

It was early in 1980 when
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Do you want

relief from

onstant sinus
infections and

~ congestion?

% Trying to avoid
| the stress
and hassle

of a hospital
operating room
procedure?

Consider In Office

Balloon Sinuplasty™

- Local anesthesia

- Walk out of office

- Comfortable surroundings
- Fast recovery

- Work very next day

+ 30 minute prodecure

Contact us at 605-665-0062 to discuss
the best treatment option for you.
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