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Bucks Tie School Record With 7th Place Finish
BY JAMES D. CIMBUREK
James.cimburek@yankton.net

SIOUX FALLS – The Yank-
ton Bucks matched the best 
team finish in school history 
by claiming seventh place in 
the South Dakota State boys’ 
tennis tournament on Satur-
day in Sioux Falls.

Keyed by a pair of fourth 
place finishes and a consola-
tion championship, Yankton 
finished with 289 points. The 
Bucks finished 14.5 points 
behind Aberdeen Central for 
sixth and 40 ahead of eighth 
place Brandon Valley. Sioux 
Falls Lincoln beat out Mitch-
ell for a second straight year 
for the team title.

At flight four singles, 
Yankton senior Paul Fanta 
dropped a 5-7, 6-2, (10-2) 
decision to O’Gorman’s Wil 

McDow-
ell in the 
semifinals. 
McDowell 
went on 
to win the 
title.

Fanta 
lost to 
Sioux Falls 
Lincoln’s 

Arjun Choudhry 10-7 in the 
third place match.

The finish was a high 
point, especially considering 
he almost sat out the season 
due to injury and did not play 
a varsity singles match until 
April 28.

“He was almost 99 percent 
sure he was going to quite at 
Easter because of a shoulder 
injury,” Termansen said. “He 
gave it a shot, and got better 
as the season progressed. 

He’s a hard worker and a 
good kid.”

Fanta teamed with senior 
Jason Shindler to place 
fourth at flight two doubles, 
dropping a 10-5 decision to 
Mitchell’s Beau Brown and 
Kanin Nelson.

“Those two are friends 
off the court, and chemistry 
is so much of a factor in 
doubles,” Termansen said. 
“They love being at the net, 
being aggressive. They take it 
to people and have fun doing 
it.”

Yankton’s lone points on 
Saturday came from Shindler, 
who bounced Watertown’s 
Matt Gauger 8-2 in the 
consolation final at flight 
two singles. The match was 
played to eight because it 
was played inside due to wet 
conditions early in the day.

Shindler, who was upset 
on the opening day, won 
three matches on Friday to 
advance to the consolation 
final.

“Once I lost my first match 
in a tiebreaker, it was tough 
for me to get my head back 
into it,” he said. “Once I 
started focusing one match 
at a time, trying to do well 
in consolation and trying to 
end my senior year on a high 
note, it really helped a lot.”

At flight three doubles, 
Yankton’s Nathan List and 
Ethan Klimisch dropped a 
10-6 decision to Madison’s 
Gabe Richards and Marcus 
VandenBosch in the conso-
lation final. The Bucks had 
won three straight matches 
on Friday to advance to that 
final.

“They had a tough year, 
lost a lot of close matches,” 
Termansen said. “They did a 
great job at state. I’m happy 

YHS Scores Two Fourth-Place Finishes, 
Consolation Title In Tournament
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Crofton Repeats In ‘C’
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Yankton’s Jason Shindler, facing, and Paul Fanta talk strat-
egy in between points during the flight two doubles third 
place match at the South Dakota State Boys’ Tennis Tour-
nament on Saturday in Sioux Falls. The pair finished fourth. 
Fanta also finished fourth at flight four singles, while Shin-
dler was the consolation champion at flight two singles. TENNIS | PAGE 10
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BY MICHAEL HAMMOND
sports@yankton.net

OMAHA, Neb. — The 
Crofton girls’ track team was 
able to repeat as Class C 
winners Saturday at the Ne-
braska State Meet at Omaha 
Burke stadium in Omaha. 
The Lady Warriors scored 71 
points for the meet to win by 
27 points.

To start off the day Maria 
Wortmann and Monica Arens 
were able to finish second 
and third in the shot put, 
respectively.

“It’s exciting,” Wortmann 
said. “I’m glad, you know my 
hard work during the season 
definitely paid off.”

While Wortmann and 
Arens were throwing, Quinn 
Wragge was able to finish 
second in the 800-meter run. 
In Crofton’s next event, the 
1600-meter run, Allison Arens 
was able to go from second 
to finishing first, out-running 
another runner on the final 
100 meters, while Haley 
Arens was not far behind 
placing third.

Crofton’s final event was 
the 4x400 relay, in which it 
finished fifth with a team of 
Wortmann, Allison Arens, 
Kelsey Sanger, and Quinn 
Wragge.

“Maybe a little more relax-
ing the second time with the 
same group back,” Crofton 
coach Rod Hegge said. “I 
thought our girls could score 
like they did, I felt that was 
there.

“It’s a great group of girls, 
they really take care of them-
selves.”

Laurel-Concord-Col-
eridge’s Ellie Arduser had 
three events on Saturday 
and was able to place in the 
400 and 200-meter dashes, 
finishing in fifth and sixth, 
respectively. Audra Corbit of 
LCC was able to place third in 
the high jump at 5-foot-4.

“I think I did really good,” 
Arduser said. “it was nice 
running against those girls 
because they are pretty good 
and that pushed me a lot.

“I got a good time and 
that’s all I need.”

Hartington-Newcastle’s 
400-meter relay team of 
Camarie Stratman, Sophie 
Noecker, Savannah Scoville, 

online
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Trophy Time For 
Crofton Girls

The Crofton girls’ track and field team earned its second 
straight Class C championship and its sixth since 2004 
with their effort on Saturday in Omaha, Nebraska.

ABOVE: Crofton’s Allison Arens crosses the finish line in 
first place during the Class C girls’ 1600-meter run on Sat-
urday at the Nebraska State Track Meet in Omaha.

LEFT: Crofton’s Allison Arens, left, is congratulated by old-
er sister Bridget Arens after Allison won the Class C girls’ 
1600-meter run title Saturday at the Nebraska State Track 
Meet in Omaha.
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Can Anyone 
Compare To 

Crofton’s 
Recent

Successes?
BY JEREMY HOECK
jeremy.hoeck@yankton.net

For the past five years, 
I’ve used a number of super-
latives when trying to de-
scribe to people what makes 
the Crofton High School girls’ 
athletes so successful.

Domi-
nant? 
Dedicated? 
Hard work-
ers? Pas-
sionate?

In an 
effort to 
save my-
self some 
time – and 
because 
I’m quite 

honestly 
running out of descriptions – 
I’ve started using the phrase 
“they don’t know how to 
lose.”

Fair enough?
A part-timer, Michael 

Hammond, and I drove back 
Saturday night from another 
weekend of watching the 
Crofton girls capture a state 
championship, this time their 
second title in a row at the 
Nebraska State Track Meet in 
Omaha. 

As I joked with someone 
Saturday afternoon, ho hum, 
another Crofton title. It’s 
what the Lady Warriors do. 
They rise to the occasion on 
the state’s biggest stage, no 
matter the sport. 

And yet, that’s what 
makes this run by the Crofton 
girls’ teams the most impres-
sive. It’s come across three 
and four sports. Whether 
it’s cross country, volleyball, 
basketball or track, Crofton is 
always in the state champion-
ship conversation.

Wynot Girls Finish Second In Class D
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Wynot’s Jenna Heine gets out of the blocks at the start of the Class D girls’ 
1600-meter relay on Saturday at the Nebraska State Track Meet in Omaha.

BY JEREMY HOECK
jeremy.hoeck@yankton.net

OMAHA, Neb. — Four events. 
Two first-place finishes and two 
second-place finishes.

That was all it took for the 
Wynot girls, all five of them, to 
mount a serious threat at their 
first state track championship.

Although the Blue Devils came 
up two points short of champion 
Giltner, they nonetheless made 
some noise at the Nebraska State 
Track Meet, which concluded 
Saturday in Omaha.

“I thought we had a chance,” 
Wynot head coach Lee Heimes 
said after the awards ceremony.

“We weren’t going to have 
as many opportunities to score, 
so we had to make the most of 
them.”

Wynot had athletes qualified 
in six events on the weekend, 
but did all of its damage on the 
track — with sophomore Cortney 
Arkfeld having a hand in all four 
events.

“It’s awesome just to be down 
here,” she said. “It’s a great feel-

ing to be on this stage.”
Giltner scored 38 points for 

first place, while Wynot and 
Axtell both tied for second place 
with 36 points.

Axtell later won a coin flip 
to determine who brought the 
runner-up trophy back home. 
Wynot will receive a trophy of its 
own in the mail.

That wasn’t about to dampen 
Wynot’s spirits. Not when just 
about everything went its way.

In events contested Satur-
day, Arkfeld finished first in the 
400-meter dash (59.18), second in 
the 800-meter run (2:21.83) and 
anchored the second-place 1600 
relay.

That was on top of her an-
choring Wynot’s championship 
3200 relay on Friday, setting the 
stage for what turned out to be a 
memorable weekend.

“I was kind of nervous, but 
still confident,” Arkfeld said. “I 
thought I’d run my race, and be 
happy with whatever place I got, 
as long as I pushed myself.”

Arkfeld was joined in the 3200 
relay by senior Jenna Heine, and 

sophomores Holly Lauer and Sky-
lar Arkfeld. Sophomore Carissa 
Kuchta was then part of the 1600 
relay quartet, rounding out the 
5-member squad.

Many of those were the same 
athletes who saw Wynot score 
only six points in Class D a year 
ago.

“It was really exciting,” Lauer 
said. “Last year we didn’t get 
to compete much down here 
because of injury.”

Competing — and winning — 
at state, however, is nothing new 
for this Wynot group. The same 
faces helped the volleyball team 
reach the state tournament last 
fall and helped the basketball 
team reach a sixth consecutive 
state basketball title game.

What makes the group spe-
cial?

“Work ethic and their atti-
tude,” Heime said immediately.

“They work hard for what 
they’re doing. I love how they 
compete.”
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