
BY HENRY C. JACKSON
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Twice in the last four
months, Republican Rep. Kristi Noem has held
or testified at congressional hearings in South
Dakota and Washington where the tables were
packed with witnesses who between them-
selves, their employees and their families have
given her a total of more than $19,000 in cam-
paign contributions.

Noem is the lone U.S. House member from
South Dakota, with $790,224 in her campaign ac-
count. The congressional hearings focused on
farm dust regulation and pine beetles, both crit-
ical issues to her constituents.

In a July hearing for the House subcommit-
tee on national parks, forests and public lands
in Hill City, S.D., on a mountain pine beetle epi-
demic in the Black Hills, two of three non-gov-
ernment witnesses each gave $1,000 or more to

her congressional campaign ac-
count. The other three wit-
nesses worked for the U.S.
Forest Service or the state agri-
culture department.

Earlier this month, two of
seven non-government wit-
nesses at a hearing on farm dust
were associated with a total of
$9,000 in campaign contribu-
tions, either by themselves, the

lobbying group they represented at the hearing,
or through their family and employees.

Congressional rules don’t ban campaign con-
tributors from testifying at congressional hear-
ings. Often, as is the case with Noem, the
witnesses were approved by congressional staff
and can offer a relevant perspective.

But watchdog groups say a close relation-
ship between members of Congress and wit-
nesses at congressional hearings can raise

ethical questions.
“I think this shows the relationship between

members of Congress and their contributors,”
said Bill Allison, editorial director at the Sun-
light Foundation, a non-partisan group that fo-
cusses on government transparency. “I’m sure
there were people with no connection to Rep.
Noem who could have testified.”

Noem’s office said the campaign donations
of the witnesses who appeared had nothing to
do with the invitation from her to testify. Joshua
Shields, a spokesman for Noem, said drawing a
line between donations and the testimony
amounted to “cheap political distractions.”

“Rep. Noem is extremely proud of her work on
behalf of South Dakota when it comes to fighting
the pine beetle epidemic and stopping further
EPA dust regulation,” Shields said in a statement.
“These are issues she has focused on because
they are critically important to the economic fu-
ture of our state and not for any other reason.”

 Out On 
 The Town

 CJ’s At The Lak e
 CJatthelake.com  for menu’s, events & bands  • 402-388-4267 
 Weigan Rd., NE side of the lake • 10 miles north of Crofton • 11 miles southwest of Yankton

 OPEN ALL YEAR!

 MONDAY:  16 Oz. Ribeye wih Salad Bar   $12.95
 TUESDAY:  Taco   99¢
 WEDNESDAY:  16 Oz. Ribeye with Salad Bar  $12.95
 THURSDAY:  Hamburgers  $1.00
 FRIDAY:  Supreme Seafood Buffet  $13.95
 SATURDAY:  Supreme Seafood Buffet with Prime Rib  $13.95
 BREAKFAST BUFFET EVERY SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM

 Decorate a Tree
 ...Help a Family in Need!

 Please help us make this holiday season a little brighter for some families in need. 

 Co-sponsored by:   Rita’s Purse-O-Nalities
 Brought to you by the   Press & Dakotan & the Yankton Mall

 Grand Prize For Best Decorated Tree is a 
 $100 Yankton Mall Gift Card

 Winner will be announced December 14th

 2 Ways You Can Help Out:
 1. Sponsor and Decorate a 6-7 ft. Artificial Christmas Tree

 and a coordinating gift box for food donations
 2. Vote for your favorite tree by placing one non-perishable 

 food item in the gift box located by that tree
 Trees will be on display at the Yankton Mall with voting 

 November 21st-December 11th. Trees will be picked up by 
 families in need and food delivered to our local food pantry.

 December 15th-17th
 Tree Registration Due: November 15th

 Call the mall office 665-5999 or Rita’s Purse-O-Nalities 260-8362
 Tree Setup/Decorate Tree: November 18th & 19th

 Please check in at Rita’s Purse-O-Nalities or the Yankton Mall Office before setting up.

 Idle Hour Theatr e
 Tripp, SD

 Fri. 7:30 PM • Sat. 7:30 PM • Sun. 4 PM 
 Students   $ 2.00    Adults   $ 5.00

 NOV. 4-5-6
 Real Steel

 Pancake 
 

 
Breakfas t

 or Biscuits & Gravy

 VFW Post 79 1
 209 Cedar, Yankton • 665-3562 • Open To Public

 Children 4-10 $3.00 • Under 3 free

 $ 6.00 All You Can Eat

 Sun., Nov. 6• 8AM-12:30P M

 Pancake 
 

 
Breakfas t

 or Biscuits & Gravy

 OHIYA CASINO & BINGO
 Saturday, November 5th

 Don’t forget $2,000 in Total Cash Drawings
 Every 15 minutes

 7:15pm to Midnight

 Saturday, November 5th
 $25 Pays $150 •  $7 X-tra Packet

 Double Consolation
 Ohiya $300

 Warm-ups 6pm/Reg. Session 6:30pm

 OHIYA RESTAURANT

 Mgmt. has the right to make changes at any given time.

 OHIYA BINGO HALL

 Saturday, November 5th
 Pancake Buffet $5.00

 8-10:30am

 Nebraska’s First Casino
 5 miles east of Niobrara, 
 NE off Hwy. 12 •  402-857-3860 
 www.ohiyacasino.com
 Owned and Operated 
 by The Santee Sioux Nation

 Verlyn Hahn
 Serving from Menu 

 5:30-8:00

 VFW  Post 791
 209 Cedar

 Karaoke with Papa Ray
 9pm-1am

 6-7pm – Domestic Beers 
 $1.50

 5-7pm – Hamburger/
 Pizza Burger & Fries  $5.00

 Thursday

 Shredded Pork  or Menu
 Serving 5:30-8:00

 Bing o  Wed. at 7:00pm
 Sunday at 6:30pm

 Happy Hou r  M-F 4:30-7:30

 Friday

 Saturday 

 Chislic Served Last 
 Wednesday of Each Month

 OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
 Wednesday & Sunday
 5-7pm – Cooks Choice 

 SACRED HEART PARISH 
 BAZAAR & DINNER

 6th grade to Adult $8, Preschool-5th grade $3, 
 Children 2 years & younger Free

 Serving Delicious Turkey Dinner with stuffing, 
 real homemade mashed potatoes & gravy, 
 choice of salads, bun, dessert & beverage

 Sacred Heart Parish Center
 504 Capital St., Yankton, SD

 Sunday, November 6, 2011
 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

 Take Out Meals! Raffle! Games! 
 Book Nook! Bakery Booth & More!

 Joe’s 
 Substation

 Rural Lesterville • 605-364-7414

 Don’t Miss Our
 All-You-Can-Eat 

 Broasted Chicken 
 & Pollock Buffet

 With Salad Bar

 Every 
 Wednesday 

 5 to 9pm

 Open Thurs.-Fri.-Sat. at 5:30

 1-402-388-2400
 www.theargohotel.com
 email: argo@gpcom.net   CROFTON, NE

 The  Argo

 Plan your holiday 
 party in the NEW 

 Sandra’s Brickskellar.
 OPENING SOON!

 Enjoy the Fall 
 Season with 
 Our New 
 Fall 
 Specials 
 and Fall Decor

 2007 Broadway, Yankton 
 Open 11am-2:30pm, 4pm-9pm

 UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP 
 SINCE  JUNE 1, 2011

 All You Can Eat 
 Lunch & Dinner 

 Buffet

 Express Delivery 
 Available
 (City of Yankton) 

 $15 minimum for FREE Delivery

 605.260.1688

 20 %

 7 Days A Week!
 OFF

Tuesday, 11.1.11
ON THE WEB: www.yankton.net
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Appeals Court Rejects Rehearing For Lotter

LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — A federal appeals court has rejected a re-
quest from Nebraska death row inmate John Lotter for a rehearing in a
triple murder that inspired the 1999 film “Boys Don’t Cry.”

The Lincoln Journal Star says the 8th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
denied Lotter’s request on Monday.

Lotter and co-defendant Thomas Nissen were convicted in the 1993
slayings of Teena Brandon, Lisa Lambert and Philip DeVine at a rural
Falls City farmhouse.

Lotter has maintained his innocence. 
In split decision in August, a three-judge panel of the 8th Circuit re-

jected Lotter’s attempt to appeal his conviction. He filed a petition for
the panel to rehear the case or for the full court to consider it.  The re-
quest was denied. 

ACLU, S.D. Disagree On Settlement Compliance
SIOUX FALLS (AP) — The American Civil Liberties Union accused

South Dakota on Monday of failing to comply with an agreement con-
cerning voting rights for certain felons, but a state official responded
the oversight wasn’t intentional.

The ACLU filed a lawsuit against the state in 2009 on behalf of
Eileen Janis and Kim Colhoff, both of Pine Ridge, who argued they were
illegally removed from the Shannon County voter registration list in
2008 following felony convictions in federal court that resulted in pro-
bation but no prison time. 

A settlement reached last year called for then-Secretary of State
Chris Nelson to propose rule changes to the state Election Board and
to recommend the board propose a law change to the Legislature.

But the ACLU said in a letter sent to the state on Monday that cur-
rent Secretary of State Jason Gant has failed to propose the rules
changes. The group also said the voting rights laws are misstated on
the Secretary of State website. 

Nebraska Harvest Season Winding Down
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska farmers are making good progress

on finishing this year’s harvest, but the dry weather is a concern.
The U.S. Department of Agriculture says in the weekly crop report

on Monday that soil moisture levels continue to decline and are now
below average for the first time this year.

During the last two months, precipitation averaged less than 50
percent of the normal across much of the eastern third of the Ne-
braska.  In the past week, only the southwest and the panhandle re-
gion have gotten rain, averaging  1/4 of an inch.

The USDA says the soybean harvest is almost done, at 98 percent,
while the corn harvest is 73 percent complete.  Both are ahead of the
average pace.  The sunflower harvest has started, while the sugarbeet
harvest is winding down.
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BY CHET BROKAW
Associated Press

PIERRE — South Dakota
should be able to reach a goal of
cutting in half the number of re-
leased prison inmates who get in
trouble and are sent back to
prison, the state’s top corrections
official said Monday.

About 30 percent of all inmates
released from the state prison
system in recent years have re-
turned within 12 months. A new
program, funded by a federal
grant, is trying to reduce that
number to 15.6 percent by 2014.

“It’s a tall task and we’re work-
ing very hard to accomplish this,”
State Corrections Secretary Den-
nis Kaemingk said during a meet-
ing of the council overseeing the
project.

Sioux Falls Mayor Mike
Huether, a council member, said
he worries that the goal may be
too ambitious. If the state fails to
reach the target, people might
lose interest, he said.

“At some point in time, you
may need some more realistic
goals than the one you’ve been
presented with,” Huether said.

The goal of slashing the num-

ber in half was set last year by for-
mer Corrections Secretary Tim
Reisch, who is now commander of
the South Dakota National Guard.

The program targets inmates
most at risk of failing while on pa-
role, defined as those younger than
30 who have various problems.
They get help finding jobs, hous-
ing, transportation and other serv-
ices that include mental health
counseling, transportation, food
assistance and treatment for alco-
hol or drug problems.

The Re-entry Council was set
up last year to oversee the project.
The state received a $750,000 fed-

eral grant in 2009, and another $1
million this year to develop the
program and set up additional
services to help released inmates
stay out of trouble. The money
comes from the federal Second
Chance Act, which is intended to
help states find ways to reduce the
number of inmates returning to
prison.

The council includes the heads
of several state agencies that can
provide inmates with a wide range
of services. It works with task
forces in Rapid City and Sioux
Falls, where the majority of re-
leased inmates live.

S.D. Works To Reduce Inmates Who Return To Prison


